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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

1 

GOVERN OK OF E’EN GAL. 


Ui& .Excellency Sir John Achinfkn Woodhkad, k.c.s.i., c.i.i., i.c.8. 


MEMBERS '/F THE ( (JUNCTL OF MINISTERS. 

• # , 

(1) Tlhe Hon’ble Mr. Alin. Kaskm Tazlvl Hi y, in charge of th« 

Ediwatioq Department. * j. 

(2) The llon^le M% N alim Ranjan Saf^kh, in ebe;pge of the 

^ # Fitiau«#‘ Department. # « 

(3) The llojt hit* Khwaja # ffli NazimuhmNi k.c.i.k., in charge of 

the H#ny* Department. # 

• t k f 

(4) The Hon’ble Sir Bijcm Prasad Sim.h Roy, in charge of the 

Revenue Department. , • 

(6) The Hon’We Nawuh Khwuja 11 \iuhi'Lla*i Bahadur, ot Duccfe, 
In charge the Departments ot Local Selt-Go\ eminent and 

Industries. * • # 

* \ . 

(6)\m Hon’ble M&haraju Sms ('handkv Nandi, <d ( ohsimbazar, 

# * in charge ot the Desalt meat ot Communications and Works. 

*^7) The Hen^de Mr. JIlslyan ftiiAflhhu Slhkau akdy, m ( barge 

of (*oiumt*ice and I?abou» and Rural Reconstruction Depart- 

« 

. ments. 

• (5) The. Hon’ble ?fawab Mt miakui it Hossaiu, Khan Bulhadur, 
in chargfc ot the Judiual and Legislative Departments. 

(9) The Hon’Jble Mr. Pka.sa.vn a Dkb Uaikit, in charge of the 
Forest* and Excise^tyepai tments. , 

(19) The Hon’ble Mr. M 1 ki .mm I?khau\ Mt luck, in charge oi the 
Wo-opei%tive Credit and Rural Indebtedness Depai tments. 

(11) The Houftif* Mi. Tami/idmn Khan, in charge of the Pubht 
Health,'' Medical, Ar rnultuie and Veu\inary Depart- 
ments. 
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PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY. 
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Sl'F \ K KR • 


The Rouble Khan Bahadur M. A/i/pi. Haqce, o.i.B. 


]Bhty Si'evKer. 

• ftl. AsHjtfi am. K^f , B.nnufer-at-law. 


Sk I 

K Adi Af/M . . "larnuter-at-law 

Firm M< rhahy. 

• # « 

• # Kai*N.Js. Skn (A itT Bahadur. 

• r • 


Second A^imcvt Skrfiary. 

Khan Sahib Qua*! # Mihaj«mai> Sadrul Oi^. 

Registrar. 


•K. t ^hosh, Esq.l 
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BENGAL LEGISltATlVE ASSEMBLY 

> 

ALPHABETICAL LI8T OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Abdul Aziz. Maulana Md [ ^iruyuiijruuj Hast (Muhammadan).] 

Aiful ul Bari, Maulvi [ Borhumpoit* (Muhammadan) J 
Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirziy ^ [JTanpnl W.«*st ( AT uhammadan). ] 

Abdul Hafiz Mia. Mr [ Kuri^rrafii South (Muhammadan) | 

A-bdul Hakeem . Mi ^Khylna (Muhammadan' ] 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi j ijvnmnsin^h WVm (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakim Vfkram^un, Maulvi MiL |Mu»«h)tfam| (Muhc il- 

1 • T * * 

madam j • • 0 

lb unid. Mi A M, [ l ) abna W rst ( Muhammadan >. j , 

Abdul Ilamid j^hah, Maulvi** [ K ishoir^ranj •North (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Jabbar, Ma^ilvi. j Dinajjmr ( Yyitral East ( Muhammadan ). | 

Abdul Jnb'bui* Pal wan. M r Md [ -1 amuljmi Noith 'Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Kadiy, Mi. ] Patuakliali Soup- (Muhammadam | * 

Abdul Kaiim, Mr. [Jamalpur (M/m M ukta^ai l*a ( M uhammadtim. ] * % 
f • % 
Abdul Latif Bi>\v as,* tyiulv i ' Xlamkjranj Wi*m (Muhammadayi ] 

Abdul Maud, Maulvi « | M flmm-niL’h Noith ( M uhamniadan ) ] • 

T *•* • „ * * 

AbdulJMajid, Mi Syed. j Noakhali South (Muhammadam j 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr (|lakai^an: WVm ( M uliammadam . I 

• •• • •. t • 

Abdul Wahch, Maulti • «( N^v nmmiritfh Fast (Muhammadam ] 
Abdulla-Al •Dfahniood, Mr f Smaji'anj North (Muhammadam.] 

Abdur Kahman. Kh«ui Bahadur A F M ; L't-Par^ana* North- 
# * East (Muhammadam ] • 

Abdur Kahman Siddnji, Mi (Mu-dim Chamber of (‘ommcriT.i 
Abdur Rashet-d , "Maulv i Md. 1 Bn'bhum ( M uliammadam ] 

Abdur Rawehid Sluhmood, Mr' jSerajjranj Ntrth » Mlihammadari). ] 
Abddr Rauf, Kh^m Sahib Maulvi S. [Howrah r Muhammadam. ] 

Abdur Rauf. Khan Bahadur Shah [ Kanppur South (Muham- 
. madan).] ^ * 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. [Fem « Muhammadam.] 

•Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi^Md^.* [Dama Nortl# On tn/ft Muhammadan).] 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Abidur Reza Chowdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chandpur W«st 
(Muhammadan).] V 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. [Gaibandha North (Muhammadan).]' 
Abul Fazl, Mi. Muhammad [Madaripur West (Muhammadan).] ' 
Abul Hashim, Maulvi. [Burdwan (Mu'hammadap). ] 

Abul Hosain Ahmed, Mr. [Netrokona Noith (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Quasem Maulvi. [Hooghly (Muhammadan).] 

Arharyyu Choudhury, Maharaja Saahi Kanta, of Muktagaeha, M.vroen- 
singh. (Dacca Landholder#.) r 

Aftab Ali, Mi. (Water Transport Trade Fnion.) 

Aftab Hussain Joardar, Maulvi. [Nadia Kvi (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, Khan Bahudhr Maulana. [Jhenidah (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Maulvi. [Goalundo (Mulmmmadan ).] 
zkbined Hovain, Mr. f Gaibandha South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. 8\ed. [ Nonkhali South (Muhammadan.)] 

Ahazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Midbapoie ’(M’.han- 
madan).] , * ‘ 

Aminullah, Khan Salhib Mauhv. [ Noakhali (Vntivl \ Muhammadan u ] 

, i ( w « 

Amir Ali, Md. M ia. [Rajshahi South ( Muhammadan i.*] 

•Anderson, Mr. J. I*. (Calcutta and Sulunbs < Kuiojiean >, ) 

Atnvarul Azim, Khan Bahadur ’Md.» H’hitiagonn Smith tMuham- 
4 maduu).] 

Asiii.il Ali, Mi. M. [ Natoi (M uhamm.woan ] 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera (Yntral i M uhammailan t | J 

t 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Maulvi. [Manikgani Kasi i M uhammadanh ] 
Asdhur Ali, MauKi. [ Palma *Kast i Muhamviadyti i ] • 

Azizul Hatjue, the IJon'ble Khan Bahadur M.. < i.».‘ ' [.Nadia West 
t Muhammadan). ] 


B 

Bauerjee, l)r. 8uresh Chandra . [Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered 
Factories).] 1 

Banerji, Mi. 1*. [‘^4-PaVganas North -W est (General).] 

Bauerjee, Mr. Bramatha Nath. [Burdwan Noith-^est (General).] 
•Banerjee, Mr. Lihnath. [Howrah (Registered Factories').] 

Bauerji, Mr. Sofya PriyaC [Rajshahi (General).] 



ADPtyAlftiTlCAL U ST OF M LMBKKS. . « 

. % ** 9 
* Bfcrat Ali, Mr. Mohammad. [Seraj^nj Central (Muhammadan).] 

Babu Premhari. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. [Kan^pur (General).] 

•rfarman, Babu Shyarno Prosad. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Barmen, Balbu Fpeftdra Nath. [Jalpuiffuri cum Sili^uii (GeunraB.J 

Ba^u, Mr. Jatindra Nath. | Calcutta North (General).) 

• • 

BH8U. Mr. Kan tosh Kitmai. [Caleutta Ea*t (General). ] 

Bell-Hltrt, Miss P. B < Anjrlo-lndian Const ituency. > 

Bbowmik, Dr. Gobmda Chandra IMidnapore Last (General), j 
•Birkmyre, Sir* Henry. Mart. [ Hoo^rlih chin Houtah (European J. ] 
Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Nifi’iT^in [Nadia (General*.) 

Biswas, Mr. Kasik Lai. [Jessore (General 1 ) 

Biswas, Mr. Surendia $ath # [Fandpifl (General* ) 

. Blomenstock,*Mi. U M (ltentfal Chambei o! Contmeiee.^ 

Bose, Mr. Sartit VhanifU [Caleuftu Smith (GeneiaU) 

Eraser, *1‘ • h aleutta and Subuibs i Luiopeuit ). j 
Brown, Mi. A. G [ (’aleutta Mid Suburbs (European* ) 

m 1 • 

•t 

C ' *' " 

Chaknihai t \ , Mi. -latmdia Nath > ILin^pui iGYiieral). | 

. ChakrabartF Babu Naieiidra Narinan Bojjiu < urn Palma (General).) 

* * 
Chattopadhx a\ . N1 r . 11 ari { mkIiC* » Nadia (Geneial* ) * 

• Chi ppePdaKc, Mi J )C ( An^lo-lndian. * 

N Chaufihun, Kai Harendra Nu^i s L‘4- Parian a** Munnipal (Geneial).] 

V (VC, Mi 1. A § B (ydu^n I ) l v i s i o j ,* iKutoftean* ) 


•Ems, Mr. Malum Chandia [ Chittutfoiijf (Geneiah ) 

Das. Babu It ad lul* Nath. | Iloojrhl\ North-Last (( bmeral >. ] 

Das. Mr. Anukul* Chandra [ ^-Paiyanas Nor^i-WesC (General).] 
Das, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusaii iMurshidabad (General*] 

Das, Mr. ilonomohan. [Myniensingh Last (General,),) 

•Bass, Babu Debend ra Nath. [ Birbhum (Generali, j 1 < 

Das Gupta. Mr. Khajrendra, Nath [ .Jalpaijruri Yum Sili^uri 
• (General).] 9 1 '* l 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


.Das Gupta, Dr. J 1 . M. [Calcutta Central (General).] 


ilcutta 

Nath. 


Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nafh. (^Bakarganj South-West (Gener^*). 
Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. [Tippera (General).] 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. [Jhargram cum Ghatal (Generali.] 
Duttf Mr. Sukumar. [Hooghly South-West (General).] 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. [Calcutta General (Women >.] 


Dutta Mazumdar, 
Factories). ] 


Mr. Niharendu. [Barrackpore (Registe/^c 


E 

Edbar, Mr. Fpendranath. [Bakai^anj South-West (General).] 
Emdadul Ilaque, Kazi [K^ngiaui Nmth • JLuhammadan i. ] 


F 

t 

Farhad Raza Chowdhuty*, Mr. M [Jungipui « M uhamjnadan >. ] 

Farhat Bano Khanam, Begun^ [ l)a< <-a ( Muhamtunlan » Wi^men ]* 

Fazlul Huii, the if on 'Lie Mr. A. K [ I’atuakhali NWth iMuham 

• madan). | , # 

* Fazlul Qudir, Khan Huhudift Vaulvi [Chittagong North- Wes 

* ( M uhammadaii). | * . * 

• c , 

Fa^lar Rahman, Mi. (•lamalpui East 4 \ M uhamm^dan > ] 

Faziur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca Cm vei.sit\ . t * 

French, Mi. F. 11. (Bengal Chamberpot Comment*.! 


• 1 <t 

Ganguly, Mr. Pratul Chandra [Ka-t Bengal Murgtijuil ( General >. ] 


GLose, Mi. Atul Krishna, [Jessore (General) ] 

Ginsuddin Ahmed. Mr. [damulpnr A\est (Muhammadan).] 

Golam Sarwar Hosairfi. Mr Sha^i Syed [Ramganj cum Raipu 
(Muhammadan).] * 

• ... .* . • 

Gomes, Mi. S. A. (Dacca Division (Indian Christian).} 

Goiwami, Mr./fulsi Chandra [llurdwan Di visic^i North Municipti 
(General).] 

GriflKths, Mr. C. 4 ( Anglfj-Indian. ) 



uaui; i iv ai, ur ai 


(^lpta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Calcutta South Ce«truf (General). J 
G(^pta, Mr. J. X. ( Kail wax Trade /'nion (Labour).] 
t Gilxung, Mr. Damber Singh. [Darjeeling ((ieneral) ] 

•Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhui\. Al-Hadj j Madkripur feast (Muhatn- 
madan). 1 


H 

Habibullah. the Hon’ble Navyih Bahadur K. of Dacca (Dacca 
Municipal (Muhammadan) j 

Hafizuddin Cfiowdhun / Maulvi Thahurgaon (Muhammadan) ] 

Hamiduddin Ahmad. Khan Sahib 1 Ki'dioiegun j Ka-t (Muham- 
madan) j 

• • * n 

Hamilton. Mr K A (Calcutta lrade- A— ociat inn » 

• Hasan Ali Chowdhvrv, Mr. Sxed ; Tanjrail North,* M uloyumadan) 

Hasanuzzamah. Maulvi *Md ITippera South ( M uhufluuadan). ) 

IJasl^m • All Kfc an. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Mahargaej North 
( M uhammadan ) j 

Hasina Mulshed# m h K. , Mr** ;Cahut(a ( M uhammadun * Women.] 
*Tlatenially -liunadar. Khan Sahib Maulvi 1‘irojpur South (Muham- 
madan) ) 

Hawking". Mr K d. jCabutta and Suburb- buiopeari' J 

Hendrv. Mr David., (Bengal Ch imber nt Commerce • 

Hirtze), Mi M* A F (Bergai t’hambir <d Comment- ) 


I 

Idris Ahrne^l ^Pia, Mr Malda Soi.'h 'Muhammadan/ j 
Ispahan). Mr. M A II t'ab-uMa South Muhammadan) J 


J 

Jalaluddin Ahmftd. Khan Bahadur Maulvi. (Cox\ Bazar (Muham- 
• madan).] 

Jalaluddin*Ha.-h(um , Mr. Sved Sathhira (Muhammadan).] 

% Jalan, Mr. J. I). [Calcutta West (General).] 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Mr [ LM-Bargana- South /M uh.in tmadan ). ] 

Jonah Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. *!Chaudpur Kant < M i/hammadan). ] 
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zu 


K 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Netrokona South (Mul^am* 
rriadarijf.] ■ • 

Kazeni A 1 i Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syed. [Murshidabad South- 
West (Muhammadan). ] 

Kennedy, Mr. I. 0. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Khaitan, Mr. I)ebi Prosud. (Indian ('bamber of Commerce. 

Khan, Mr. Debendra Lull. | M id n a p^re Central (General).] 

Kumar, Mr. A ♦ 11 1 Chandra. [Malda (General).] 

Kundu, Mr. Nisbitha Nath [Dinajpur Mineral).] 


M 

x % 

MacGregor, Mr. % G. (i. (fndian J Va Assoria'tipu.) 

Mpfizuddm Ahmed, Dr. [ Bo^ra North ( M uhammadjjri i f 
Mafizuddin Ahmed. Maulvi. [ Tippeiu* Voith (Muhammadan).] 
Mafizuddin Choudhury, Maulvi. j Balur^hat i Muhammadan), j 
Maguire, Mr. L. T. ( An^loAirflhui. i ** 

.Mahatah. Maharajkumar Cda\ ('hand. [Buidwan Central (General).* 

*Msihtabuddin Ahmed,* Khan liahajur Maulvi [Dinajpur Centra; 
* West (Muhammadan).) , * » 

Mniy* Mi. Nikunja Behan. [ Mnlnaporn South-East '(General ). ] 
Maitra, Mr Surendnt Mohan [North* Benjrak Municipal '(General).] 
Maji, Mr. Aduaita Kumar. [ Burdw an^Central ((ieneral).] ^ • 
Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova* ( U\»cea (General! \V<#.n^n. ) " • 

4 • « ' 

Mai. Mr. Nvwu Chandra. [Midnapoie South-West <(A*|ieral ). ] 
Mandal. Mr. Amrita Lai ( M\ mcn>in^li We<t (General).] 

Mandal. Mr. Bunku Behan. [ Buidwun North-West ((ieneral).]** 
Mandal, Mr Birat (’handia. | Faridpur (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Jajfat ('handra (Tippera ((ieneral).] • 

Mandal, Mi. Jft^endra^Natb. (Bakarfcanj North-Kakt (General).] 
Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad [ jEl i(fnapore (’entrap (General ). ] * 
Maniruddin Akhand. Maulvi. | Bajsbabi North (Muhammadan).] 
Slaiyruzzaman JAlamahadi. Mnulana Md. [Chittagong South CentraJ 
(Muhammadan).] 

Mtnjbul Hosain/-Mr. (Tippera Nortb'-K^st (Muhammadan).] 
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Marindin, Mr. F. J. [Chittapunp Division ( EuropeauV ] 

Masud Ali Khan Panni, Maulvi. ^ [Tan^ail South (Muhammadan).] 
M^s, Mr. C. W. (Indian Tea Association.) 

• Millar, Mr. C. [Calcutta and Suhurh> (European) j 
Mohammed Ali. Klun Bahadur 1 Bojrni Wont t MuhammudunV ] 
M^)hsin Ali, Mr. Md jMolioipiu (Muhammadan) j 
^oolkerjee. Dr. S\ anmpi a>ad (Calcutta Cntversjtv 1 

Moi|4'a4t, Mi (i , < i i Pte>ideni\ Division (Kutopo.un ] 

Mpslom Ali Midlah, Maulvi 'fLij-h.ihj Cential (Muhammadan) ] 
# Mozaimncl Ht^p Matilv ,/Sl d Bind. i North i M uh.imiuadan ' j 

Muhammad At/.al. Kht^hr^uhih Maulvi Swd j Pirojpur North 
( M uhammadim > 

Muhammad Ihiahim, Mauki Noaklmh North (Muhammadan) | 

Muhammad l>hai|iio Maulv# Boyr.i Smith iMuhammadun) ; 

• 0 . • • 

Muhammad l^i.wl. Mn*ijv*i. K nboie^an | South iMyhammadan) | 

Mul%mmad *iddn[U<\ Khan Bahadur l)i >\o<f j Bunkum (Muhym- 

• \ m.tdan ) ] 

Muhammad Sofcumuh. Mufti Sahil* Maulvi Barraokpotr Municipal 

• u ha mm* dm u * 

Mukorji. Mr Dhirondra Viiav.in • If oo^ )i i \ North-Easi ) 

M ukhoi p‘o. «M t B -Collier v (Coal Mme-i (Labour) [ 

Mukhoiii. Di . H C Calouttki > mn Pte-mlem-v Illusion (Indian 
Christian ! 1 

Mukherji. l)i Sharat Chandra Birlduim i(ionoral) | 

• Muling, tin* Hon'hlo Mr Mukuml.i Bohan , Khulna (Oonoial) | 

Mulfick. Mr Puhn • l^diar \ . *» How rah dionoiali j 

• •• *» 

Mulhrk. Snjtd Ashwt1*s| i Bankura West tOonoiali | 

Muslmn uft •ifossain. tho Hon hio Xauah. Khan Buitadur. jdalpai- 
guii rum Darjeeling (Muhammadan) j 
tuffawsal Haqtie, ^Ir. Sved , Bajferhat ( M uhammadan i. j 

• Mustata A’i Dewan. Maulvi [ Brahmanhana North (Muham- 

madan) ] • 


N 

JNandy, the Hon'hlo Maharaja Sris Chandra, Cowmbazar. 

(Presidency Landholder*.) * 

•^asarullah, Xauabzada*K. [ Brahuianbarij South (Muhammadan).] 



jfr ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

Nasker, Mr. Hern Chandra. [24-Parganas South-East (General).] .^ r 
Nausher Ali. Mr. Kved. [-lessorfe Sadar (Muhammadan).] 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir, k.c.i.e. [Calcutta N^rtih 
- (Muhammadan*;.] c ' 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. [Hoogbly cum Howrah Municipal (Muham- 
madan).] 

Norton, Mr. H. R. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 


P 

Pain, Mr. Baruda ] > rosanna. [ HoogkrlT^ cum Howrah Municipal 
(General ). | 

Paterson, Mr. E. A. (Indian Mining Assdciatton.) 

Station, Mr. W. 0. [Darjeeling (European).] 

Paul, Sir Hari ftankar. (Bengal National Chamber oC Commerce.) 
Pyamanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. [Malda (General).] • ; 


d 

rRphinan, Khan Bahad.ui A. M. L. [ Hajsbuhi Central (Muhammadan).} 

Raifcut, the Hon’ble Mr. Prasunna Deb. [ - T alpaiguri cu,m Siliguri 
4 (General). | „ 

j » 

Rajibuddin Taratdar. Maulvi. [ Begra East (jiuhammadafi).] 

«• 

Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Tippera West (Muhammadan).] 

Ray Choudhurv. Mr. Birendrjj Kishore. *j Mymer.sin^h East (Genejfld).J 
Rtusaur Rahman Khan, Mr. [Dacca South Central (Muhammadan).) 
Roy, Mr, Patiram, [Khulna (General).] 

Roy, the Hon 'bit 1 ^ir Bijoy Prasad Singh. (Bih^wan Landholders.) 
Roy, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajshahi Landholders.) 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. [Mymensingh West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Dhauanjoy. [Dacca East (tfyaaeral).] 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. ( Banlnira 'East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Saukar. ‘[Dacca West (General).] 4 
RoVj Mr. Kishon^ Pali. [Jhargram cum Ghatal (General),] 

Roy, Rai Bahadur Kshirod Chandra. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Roy, Mr. Munnurtha Natl^ [Howrah (General).] 
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S a d^ruddin Ahmed, Mr. ( Bakarj*nj South (Muhammadan).] 
Safiruddin Ahmed, Haji. { Ranjrpur North (Muhammadan), ] 

SaheJ) Alam, Mr. Syed [Dacca Central (Muhammadan).] 

Salim, A Mr. S. A. ( Xarayau^anj North (Muhammadan).] 

S^n^ullah. Dr. [ Chittagong North-East (Muhammadan).) 

Sa&val, Dr. Nalinaksha. {Presidency Division Municipal (General).} 
Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. { ADirshidabad (tieneral).) 

Sarker, Bahu Madhumdan. { Bogra rum Pahna (tieneral). j 

Sarker, the Hob hie Mr, ^Salini itanjun^ (Bengal National Chamber 
• of Commerce.) * ' *• 

4 

Sassoon, Mr. It. M. (Bengal Chamber ot Commeiee.) 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra. { lTaeca East ^Generali.) 

.Sen, Balm Nagendra Nath,, f Khulna (tieneral). J # # 

Sen. Rai Bahadur dr.gesh Chandra 1 IM-Purgatfu* South-Easi 
■^General). ] * 

3 , ’ * 

Serajul Islam. Mr. | Bongaon V M uhammadan^ ^ 

* 0 

Styhabuddin, Mi* Khwaja, < h.k. (Nannunganj South (Muhain- 
| mfrlain ) ** • 

Jmahedali, Mr. | Matlabhazar (Muhammadan). | 
phamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Kustlna ^Muhammadan). ] 
Shamsuddin*Ahmed Kj|aftdkar, Mr., {Gopalganj (Muhammadan).] 
Shamsul Huda, Mauluna* (Mymensingh South (Muhammadan). ] t 
$ingha, «BubA Kshetra Nfcith. | Rangpur (General).) 

Sinha# ftfrijut Manindra Bhusan. I Bankura West (tieneral).] 

Sirdiff, Bahu Li^tJ# Muiola. [ flengul .Doofors (Western) Tea Garden 
Labour. ] « 

Smith, Mr. rf. Brabant. ( Rajshahi Division ( Eurojreun; . ] 

Ste^p, Mr. J. W. R. *fl)aeea (European).) ^ 

§uhrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr, H S. | *,M-PargunftH Municipal 
(Muhammadan ).] 

Sur, Mr. Harendr^ Kumar. [Noakhali (General).] 


T 

, iTamiiuddin Khan, the Hon ble Mr. [Faridpur West (M ibammadan).) 
^Tapuriah, Rai Bahadur M^ongtu Lall. (Marwari Association.) 



xrt ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. • 

Thakur, Mr. Promatha Ranjan. [Faridpur (General).] 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. [Btiofa South (Muhan 
madan).] 

W 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. [Jendhre Fast (Aluhammadan ) .] 
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THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 

• • 

(Official Deport of the Fifth Session.) 

• * 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Asskuhlv met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the Gth July, J9il9, at 4-45 p. m . 


Present: 


Mr. Speaker (the Iloa'ble Khan Bahadur M, AxixrL JlAurK, c.i.K.) 
in the Chair, 11 Hun’ hie Minister* and 1 ‘JO members. 

• i 

Affirmation. 


The member named below made the affirmation of his allegiance to 
the Crown : — 


Mr. At ul Chandra Sen. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

• (to which oral answers were given) 

Rolisf for A>e inhabitants of the flood-affedted area of Natore 

o 

subdivision, Rajshshi. 

• » 

*1281 Mr. M. ASHRAFALI: (a) 1h the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware that — 

(i) the Anhabitants of the flood-affected area of the Natore sub- 
. division ^re in great distress and in need of immediate relief ; 

and * 

* • • 

(h) there is a large demand for loans to buy seeds for immediate 

. sowing? 4 



! QU^TIONS. £6th Jult, 

C 

(&) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Uovrble 
linieter be pleased to state whether the SubdiVisfonal Officer, Natore, 
M requested the District Magistrate for any such loan ? 

(c) If so, when and for how mufch? *. c 

(d) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state— 

(i) the name and area of eaeh thana affected in the Natore subdivi- 

sion; and 

(ii) the amount asked for by the Subdivisional Officer for each such 
area of the thana? 

(e) Has the Subdivisional Officer received any amount from the 
k>vernment for such loans? 

(/) If so- — 

A (i) when and how much; and 

(ii) when does the Subdivisional Officer intend to distribute the loan? 

(y) Have the Government received any proposal from the District 
loard for starting test relief work in the affected area? 

MINISTER m charge of tha REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon'ble 8ir Bijoy Prasad 8ingh Roy): (a) (/) Some scaicity and dis- 
.ress are reported to be prevailing in Sinara and Huruigram police- 
itations of Natore subdivision but the situation is not alarming and 
>y way of relief seed loans have been granted urcording to require- 
nents. 

(#/) Yes. There was some demand for loans for purchase of seeds 
rom the inhabitants of Singra, Haraigrain, Uurudaspur and Lalpur 
ban as. 

(b) and (e) Yes. 

(c) A sum of Its. Id, 000 was asked for by the Subdivisional Officer 


28th March, 1939. 


Name of police-stution. 

Area in square 


mihs. 

(d) ( i ) Singra 

... 203 

Baraigram 

... 150 

Gurudaspur 

77 

Lalpur 

90 

♦ 


(ii) No demand was made police-station by police-station separately. 
Fh# sum of Rs. 13,000 was asked for distribution aa agricultural lo&i.. 



18*] • ' QUESTIONS. 8 • 

• (f) (t) R«. 13,000 on the 20th April,’ 1939, tad R». 7,000 oa the 23rd 
,M*y, 1939. *• • 

(of A sum of Rs. 11,000 has been distributed up to the 29th May, 
iy39, andtthe balance is bring distributed. 

C 9 ) V<!», recently t sum of Rs. 5,000 has been advanced to the 
District Board for teat-relief works. * 

•Mr. M. A8HRAFALI: With reference to answer (f) 9 {ii) where 
it is said thafc “r^ssim of Rs. 11,000 has been distributed up to the 29th 
May, 19*19, M will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state since wheu 
the distribution wn^ made ? 

The Hon’ble *Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: The money was 
sanctioned on the 20th April and the distribution of Ks. 11,000 was 
completed up to 29th May. We have no up-to-date information regard- 
ing the distribution of the amount. * 

Mr. M. A8HRAFALI: When did the work of distribution start? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Kvidentlv after 
t^ose dates mentioned in answer (/*) (/)• 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: crorciR~~"But the 

situation in not alarming ” <tlT C*TC* fa? 

situation &T fa m aCK TO*tW> alarming WTW *IW TOR? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is a matter of opinion. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to 
answer fe/K will tlie Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
amount of Its. 5,000 that lias been ad \ anted to the District Bourd for 
test relief works i* in addition to Its 19,000 and Rs. 7,000 mentioned 
in answer if) (/)? 

Th. Hon’bli Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGS ROY: R*. 13.0IH) ami 
Bs. 7,000 ure for agricultural loans and Rs. 5,000 has been advanced 
to the District Board # for test rebel works, 

Mr. 9UREN0RA MOHAN MAIJRA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what was the amount that was asked by the District 
Board for test relief works? 

Til. Hoft’bte Sir BUOY PRASAty SJNCH ROY: I ask for notice. 
Speaking from memory, the full amount* asked for by the District Board 
j* as sanctioned by Government. * 



4 QUESTIONS. [6th Jm.r, 

c 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Tbe whole amount P 

. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Yes. 

• • c 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: « raftrcr i nt fa rpjm fain 

arnrr test relief work 4 CTO ^TTC?C m TOT agricultural loan 
TO *T 5TOT STCT f* TO*ST OTIClCf? * 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY:. Gratuitous relief. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: m friTO nfaro ^ TOO* 

CTO5 CTOTO fa? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: I ask for notice. 


Death duo to starvation in Narail subdivision, Jessore, 

*530. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware— 

(i) that Reazuddin Mollah of village Panchuria, I’nion No. il 
of police-station Narail in the district of Jessore, has died 
due to starvation; and 

(n) that the Subdivisional Officer was informed by a letter on the 
17th March, that Reazuddin Mollah was passing his days in 
starvation for want of food? 

(b) If the reply to ( a)(ii ) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state wdiut step did the Subdivisional Officer take 
in the matter? 

(c) Is the Hon’ We Minister aware that many people in the sub- 
division of Narail are passing their days with one meal and some times 
without any meal whatsoever? 

{ d ) Are the Government considering the desirability of granting 
special help for the distressed localities? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Minister awaie that on the 5th of June a letter 
was addressed to the Chief Minister narrating the death of the said 
Reazuddin Mollah? 

The Hon’bto fir BUOY PRA8AD fINCH ROY: (a) (i) No. He 

died a natural death due to continuous illness and attack of asthma. 

(it) No. L 1 

’» (5) Does not ariet. 



1 9M.] % QUESTIONS. 8 

• 

(<?) No. By tit sale of rabi crops f hicb yielded a good harvest in 
Narail* and by the sale of vegetables, fruits, etc., the people are earning 
money. Jn so^pe places boro paddy has been harvested and the harvest* 
iojf of Jagli dus is also going on. The situation is not considered to 
be as gloomy as depicted. 

1,60,000 as agricultural «loau ^nd Its. 8,000 as gratuitous 
relief have been allotted. The distribution of agricultural loan and 
gratuitous relief is still going on and test relief works have also Wen 
started with Go^rntuent grant. 

( e ) Yes, J>ut the statement made therein does not appear to be 
correct. 

•531, Mr. CIASUDDIN AHMED: <«) Is the Ilou’ble Minister in 
charge of the llevenue Department aware — 

(*) that Keazuddin Mullah of ullage Punehuriu, Union No. 11 of 
police-station Nuruil in the distrit t of .fessore, has died due 
to starvation; and 

(u) that the Snbdi\ isional Officer was informed by a letter on the 
1 7th March that Iteuzuddin Mollah was passing his days in 
starvation for want of foody 

(h) If the reply t(t (r/i(n) is in the aflirmative, will the llon’ble 
Minister lx* pleaded to state what step did the Suhdivisionul Officer 
take in the matter? 

(c) Is the Ilou'hle Minister aware that many people in the subdivi- 
iion of Narail are passing their du\t* with one meal and some times with- 
out any meal whatsoever? 

01) Are the Government considering the desirability of granting 
special Kelp for the distressed localities? 

(«) Is the Hbn’Me Minister aware that on the 6th of June a letter 
was addressed* to the Chief Minister narrating the death of the said 

Keazuddin Mollah? 

* • 

The Hdn'bfe 8ir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: The member is 
requested refer to at be answer f^ien to starred question No. 5 ‘10 by 
Mr. Sibnath Banerjee, m.l.a. 

. Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: \»fmm *nrr cytc* f¥ tofa 

CTTl answer (c) re CYTOTR R "CTO CTO ft'TVTII rabi crop* 

cror to wtfo mPi ctoct’; «nft ffwmr croft cttcy, toy area ret 
cyfm m a •rftre n ro. a to fefa Ty? 

- The Hon’bl. Sir BIJOY PRASAD tINCrf ROY: Governmet/T*’ 
have no information on that point.. 



fl QUESTIONS. [6tji Jbl*. 

W I 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS; wrtwrw a* P»P« 

quarter WC* CTTCR A fTOt TOTC auuwtW 

TOR fV? * 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCVI ROY: Government 

do not consider it necessary to ascertain further information on this 

point, because they are satisfied that the position is by no means gloomy 

and that tke steps taken by Government are quite sufficient. 1 

« * 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CH08E: With reference to reply (a) (i), 
is the Hon’ hie Minister aware of the fact that the loo?l chaukidar 
Panchu Mandal in his register recorded the death of Reazuddin Mollah 
as due to starvation? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: No, Sir, that is 
not a fact. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Is the Ilon’ble Minister further 
aware of the fact that the President of the Union Board there has 
signed his name along with the tip shoyi of Panchu Mandal? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: No, Sir, I have 
got the statement of Panchu Mandal'* wife which gives an entirely 
different story. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that the letter, dated the 17th March, was sent under a postal 
certificate ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: No, Sir, Govern- 
ment is not aware of that. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to euquire through the Postal Department as too whether the 
letter, dated the 17th March, was actually posted under a certificate 
of posting? a 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROy: In the face of the 

statement of his wife, I do not think any further enquiry is necessary. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
please read out the statement? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINQH ROY: The statement is 

os follows: — ' 1 

wWi »trttt mm to to tmlnre fro, « nrtt 
tenet, sen tltr nryt nttn twjtw Ten tett wm *3* 



QUESTIONS. 


f 


i *mh 


StH HI; HI^TTC 1 *! ECH?! "Rftl fal fa*t MW, fW 

x^wjw #rfta m iffa wi'cxt'Si btx e *ftii it irfwt XTtirfa t 


Mr. AfUL ICRISHNA CHOSE*: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to .take into account a statement from the very same person, 
%.€+, Reqsuddin Mollah’s wife, which tyads as follows: — 

wm fa*x Rnwrrcrt trfrtn sc*ott iiM ct* mfiwi 

tint 11^5 ctnfrt *xjs turofi txror utnrrrt uptyt xtst? ttirrt i ah 
x*far« irtTt *a1 e w? \tpxx mptcx, w>tct fat tro ifttrot ifoirt 
Itrfartt hr aStrt tr ttci, ItrtTe itro i 

The Hon’ble S?r BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government are 
prepared to undertake an enquiry if the honourable member will kindly 
hand over the statement with the thumb impression. I hope, however, 
that the honourable member will take the responsibility of proving that 
it is a genuine statement. 


Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Certainly 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon ble Minister himself 
prepared to undertake the responsibility of proving the genuineness of 
the statement mol out by him? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: 01 course, I am 
quite prepared to take the fullest responsibility. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the ITon’ble Minister under. 
t*ke to hove a judicial enquiry? 

The Hon’bte Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Judicial en- 
quiries are not held in these matters. 

* • 

Dr. NAtINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the IWhle Minister under- 
take to have the enquiry made by a non-official member? 


Tte Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD»SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 

D{, NALINAKSHA SAN YAL: -Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state this statement had been procured through the usual 
machinery in the usual manner? * 9 


Mr. SPEAKER; That question does uqt arise. 
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QUESTIONS. 


[fjTH JULT, 

c 

Mr. ATUt KRISHNA CHOSE: Since th% IJon'ble Minister lias 
been pleased to assure us tha\ the is prepared to bold an enquiry into 
the matter, will he take the trouble also of enquiring whether an officer 
of Government was deputed to the wife of the said Ifeazuddin MaUab 
and whether a sum of Rs. 25 was given to that poor wretched widow 
and a forced statement that her husband was suffering irom asthma 
and died a natural death, was taken? r 

<* * * 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think, in a matter like this,, when the Hon’ble 
Minister has promised to make an enquiry into the matter, no further 
supplementary questions would serve any useful .purpose. And if the 
honourable member will send all the allegations, to the Hon’ble 
Minister, I am sure the Hon 'bit* Minister will look into them. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: We want an assurance, Sir, that 
an independent machinery of enquiry will he set up different from the 
one by which the statement referred to by the Hon’ble Minister was 
obtained. 

Mr. SPEAKER: V ou might ask about the machinery. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to assure us thut an independent machinery of enquiry will be 
set up? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Government re- 
pudiates the allegation that this statement has been procured t>y any 
underhand means or by offering money to the poor widow. Hut Gov- 
ernment undertakes to have an enquiry made through the Collector. 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: Is the Ilou’ble Minister quite syre 
that the deceased has left only one widow and not more? (Laughter.) 


Validity of election of Khan Bahadur Anwarul Azim, M.L.A. 

•532. Mr. 8YED AHMED KHAN: (a) H as the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department been drawn to the 
report of the Election Tribunal jo the effect A hat disqualification for 
being a member of the Assembly subsists on Khan Bahadur Anwarul 
Asim for a period of 5 years? 

(b) If bo — 

(t) what action, if any, has been taken on this particular part of 
the report; and * 

(it) why no steps are being taken for the representation of tho 
Chittagong South Rural (Muhammadan) Constituency v in 
the Assembly? 



QUESTIONS. 


r 


1931 *} 


* MINISTER fnutfutrgt of tho HOME DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’ble 
Kltwajo Sir Nazimuddin): Sir. with your permission I will answer, to- 
gether with the present question, question ou the same subject which 
h&s»l>ecn asked *1)y Or. Sanaullah. 

Government tire fulft aware of the natural anxiety of members in 
this master,* but the delay which has pruned could not be avoided. 

The report of the Tribunal, in so far as it related to the return of 
election expenses, was found to raise legal question* likely to affect the r 
interpretation of vlectojal law throughout India, and necessitated con- 
sultation with legal authorities outside Bengal, l>oth in India and the* 
United Kingdom. !\< tbm has had. therefore, to be deferred until 
Government huvi*l>cen irnulU advis’d as to the legal question* at issue. 


Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’lde Minister awure 
that no corrupt practice has been found against the Khun Bahadur and 
that the Klei t ion. Tribunal bus declared his ele< tion as valid ^ 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUD01N: 1 will icfer the honour- 
able member to the report of the Tribunal which is already then 4 . 

* Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISRAIL: Will <h« Dou ble Minisl.-r be 
pleased to state when it is expiated that the legal opinion spoken of in 
the question may be had by the Government? 


The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is very difiicult to 
give a definite date, but 1 can assure this much that as soon us it is 
available, the member will lie iuiormed about it. 


• Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the Election Tribunal lia^ found that the return of election expens- 
es i.s not intentionally false m any respect? 

• The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN; 1 have already stated 
that whnWvci may U* the fads, they actually raise issues which are of 
a legal nature and wjiieh are of such a complicated nature that legal 
experts have got to be consulted; find as fur as I am personally con- 
cerned, t^e issues raised being a concern of the Governor in his discre- 
tion, I regret to say that I am not iif a position to add anything to the 
answer I have already given. 

Mr. JOCEriW CHANDRA CUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that if election returns, not intentihnfily false, will come under the 
^jurisdiction of the Tribunal. 99 per cent, of the members of this Houpjmm 
will be in jeopardy as to their position ?_ 
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« 

[6th Juxt, 

r 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: «TVm is again a legal 
interpretation of the thing, and it is no use my expressing an opinion 
on it. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when they have* asked for. the legal opinion f/om the 
United Kingdom? , 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 ask tor notice about 
the date. * 1 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Will the IWble Minister be 
pleased to state if in the interest* of the members of this House he will 
be pleased to consider whether an authoritative decision on the matter 
is promulgated soon? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That iB not his jurisdiction. 


Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Hut Sir, he i< in charge of 
Constitution and Elections. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: lie can give you information hut hr cannot take 
steps. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: 1 umh >rM and. legal opinion, 
both in the United Kingdom and in India, is being taken. In th a 
meantime, I understand, the member concerned is being allowed to 
draw bis sulary, though he is not allowed to attend the meetings here. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I tfcink, as a matter of fact, the b*>st thing is not, 
to ask any question in this matter. 

v 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the designation of the legal authorities to 
whom it has been referred, in the United Kingdom as well as in 
India? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : As I have already 
•^..tinted, this question's one in the discretion of the Governor, and Z 
regret I can give no further information on the subject. 



QUESTIONS. 


n 


m Dr. tANAUL4.AH: Will the qon'ble Minister in char** of 
tlia Hoitt# (Constitution and Elections) Department be pleased to state— 

(a) whether *fthan Bahadur Anwarul Axim htvs iucurred any dis- 
qualification f#r functioning as a member of the Bengal 

legislative Assembly; and 

* • • 

(hi if so,* whether the said disqualification has since been removed 

# by His Excellency the Governor \ & # 

• • 


Th. Hon’bl. Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOIN: answer to the 

previous question. . 


Scheduled Castes employees under Government. 

•534. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: Will the IWble Minister in 

charge of the Home Department he pleased to state whether figures of 
the Scheduled Castes employees in the various departments of Govern- 
ment are being collected '? 

ft)) Is it a fact that employees belonging to backward and minority 
communities (not included m the .x heduled ('antes list I are being 
included in the Scheduled ('antes figures *t 

(r) If the answer to ( h ) is in the atlirmaiive, will the Hoti’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why a separate list of the employees belong- 
ing purely to the Scheduled Castes {'(immunities i- not being prepared Y 

( d ) Ih it not a fact that an assurance was given in the Assembly that 
the Scheduled Castes will have distinct and separate recognition to the 
exclusion of other backward communities^ 

( e ) If the answer to (d ) is m the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of compiling the figures only of the 
Scheduled Castes employees in the various departments of Government 
to the exclusion of other backward communities? 

Th. Hon'ble Khwajg Sir NAZIMtjDDIN: The honourable member 
is aware of4he statement of policy on the subject of the communal ration 
in the services recently published by (Government. The compilation of 
statistics will be modified in accordance with the requirements of that 
policy* Formerly no etatisticn were Collected for the Scheduled Castas 

as distinct from 9 the minority communities and backward classes. 

• 

• Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Wifb reference to . the — 

first sentence of the answer, will the Hon Jale Minister be pleased to 
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[/6th Jult, 


state whether to reach communal parity in puhlkj services, the same 
policy as will be applied to*Muslims will be applied to the Scheduled 
Castes as well? # 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is your question^ 

* m 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: My question is this: will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whethe c r to reach communal 
parity in public services, the same policy as will be? applied to Muslims 
will be applied to the Scheduled Castes as well ? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you please read the question? In this 
question certain statistical information was wanted, and the Govern- 
ment answer is that in view of the change in the policy this statistical 
information will be modified. Therefore, the policy itself is not in 
issue. If you are not satisfied with the compilation of statistics, then 
and then only you can ask questions. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: m fa to^ch* 

service 4* OTfas tabled 3RHK TO 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. the honourable 
member is dropping- his voice. Will lie please speak up? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Biswas, will you please speak up? 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Yes, Sir. I will speak up, but if the 
Ilon’ble Minister be more attentive, then he will find no difficulty. 

M*a t »rcr »rc m rera c<i«ut<h fa fafa csfae tot 

•nr cro fafaSrs TOfr;, snrsrY m a$fa far faffc *fa5faf$ tot stto jw 
ftto scrorclro tor fa? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the honourable 
member, 1 am afraid, has not understood the thing. There is no ques- 
tion of compilation of statistics after the thing*; as appointments will 
be given, statistics will be prepared. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Sir, I want to explain one 
thing. The Hon’ble Minister said : “The honourable member is 

aware of the statement of policy " So, I think, Sir, that my 

question arises. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, it does not arise. 



Questions. 


is 


1939 .] 


Miwgtfc of miniitBOfl pffloer* in the offices under Dsputy Inspector* 
Central, Intelligence branch, 

m tir. sVeD ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Police) Department be pleased to state — 

(a) the total strength oi the present ministerial officers in the 
^ various grades in the office of the Deputy # lnspector-General, 

Intelligence Branch ; 

(b) the grades of salaries of the ministerial officers; and 

(c) the null her of.Muslims and Hindus in the various grades? 

• 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: A statement is laid on 
the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question Xo. 535, shotring the 
posts and grades oj salaries oj ministerial officers in the office of the 
Iteputy Inspector- General of Police, Intelligence Branch. 


1 

2 

9 

21 

4 

1 

1 

18 

1 

1 

69 


13 

8 

1 


Total 81 


Posts. 


Grade of pay. Moslems. Hindus. 

Kh. 


Office Superin- 
tendent. 
Assistants. 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Steno-typists 

Typist 

Typist 

Typists 

Accountant 

Ditto 


5(K> — 20 — 700 

300 — lo — 350 
It K) — hK) — 125 — 15 2 — 200 
— 10 — 300. 

90 — 10/2 — 100 — 16 ; 2 — 250 
175— 180— 8/2— 220 
150—6—175 
125 — 5 — 150 

110— lo/2— 120— 5/2— 130 

125—10—225 

110—15/2—200 


Nil 


*1 


tf 


Nil 


it 

1 

1 

1 


Temporary mint-serial officers. 

Assistants on Rs. 90 

Typists on Rs. 100 .#.... 

Accountant on 

Rs. 110. 


Nil, 7 

„ Nil 

„ 1 


Total 

• • 

The rest are Anglo-Indians, 


11 
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Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state when were Muslims ^appointed last? • 

The Hon’ble Khwtja Sir NAZltlUDDIM: Sir, I a 4k for' notice, 

c 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJIQ: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state why the grades of pay under this branch of the administration 
are so nfhch highef’ than those in the other departments of Government? 

< I 

♦ 

The HOft’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, this has been so for 
some time. I am afraid I cannot give an answer off-hand. 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether a single Muhammadan was appointed to any of these 
posts? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. Though it has not 
been done in the past 1 want to follow this principle rigidly in future, 
namely, that whenever any statistical information is required, questions 
will he confined only to statistics and not to any major question of policy 
that may be involved in it. If honourable members want to discuss or 
ask questions about such matters, they should specifically put questions. 
Here in this question you do not want to know anything beyond figures. 
If you are not satisfied with the figures you can say so, but whether the 
figures are good or bad — that does not arise. 

Enhancement of rent in Alipur Duars Old Civil Station and Western 
Duars Khae Mahal. 

*536. Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in (barge of the Revenue Department be pleused to* 
st&te — 

(i) whether it is a fact that recently the Xuhsildar of Alipur l>uars 

called upon the lease-holders of plots of land with the Alipur 

Duars Old Civil Station, Western Duars Khas Mahal, to 

execute new kabuliyats in respect of plots and intimated 

them that the rent would lie enhanced 1,000 per cent, of the 

plots on which the tin sheds are used as shops and $00 per 

cent, of the lands which are used purely tor residence; and 

(u) whether it is a fact that in the new lease a new term has bean 

inserted providing for sehtmi at per cent, on transfer (i) * * * * * * * 9 
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* 

• # (&y Is the Qon’ble Minister aware— 

• • • 

(t) that the Old Alipur Duars Civil Station is a village only, having 

no municipality, no arrangements for lighting, road-water* 
^ng, ethar service, etc.,* with no Union Board and no daily 
bazar ; » 

(u) .that on account of the fall iu^prices of rice, jute and tobacco, 

the trade condition of Alipur Duars hud deteriorated; and 
T**0 that number of holdings for which Us. UK) i*»r aci^ j>er year 
have been assessed are used mainly for dwelling purjnises and 
that the front rooms only aie used for shops? 

(c) Is it a facfc— 

(t) that the Tuhsildar and the Rhus Mahal Officer or the Deputy 
Commissioner never consulted the tenants about the projnwcd 
enhancement and never heard objeet toils; 

(ti) that the enhanced lutes were fixed without the knowledge of 
the tenants; but 

(lit) that there was a clause in the old lease purjKirting that on the 
renewal of the lease enhain etuent ot the rent may lie made 
with the consent of both the parties? 

(d) Is it u fact — 

(1) that a number of tenants filed a petition of objection to the 

Deputy Commissioner, Jalpaiguri, who (ejected it; 

(ti) that thereupon they filed appeal before the Divisional ('omrais- 
sioner and got no redress; and 

(tit) that last of all they moved the Board of Revenue who also 
rejected their apjieal on the Jljth April, 1939, without giving 

any reason? 

• 

Th* Hon’bl* Sir BIJOY PRA8A0 8INCH ROY: <«) u) The term 
of the Old Settlement having expired in l'J'tti-.t”, lessee* <>j the Alipur 
Duars Civil Station plots were called u|xm to execute fresh leases. A 
fiat rate of Rs. 10 per acre was previously in force and the rate of rents 
assessed uj the renewals are as follows; — 

* (1) Renta for plots for business area — Rs. 100 per acre. 

(2) Rent for residential plots *within business area — IU. 35 per 

acre.* 

(3) Rent for residential plots outside business area — R*. 30 ]»er 

aero. — 
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f 

(ii) The new leases were drawn up in the standard form of lofig 
term lease of town khai mqjial lands for nok-a^ri cultural purpose 
printed at pages 105-108 of the Crown Estate Manual, 1932, clause 5 
.of which provides for payment of a fee which for trqasfem will equal 
to 25 per cent, of the market value of the land. 

(b) ( i ) Alipur Ihiars is the headquarters of the Civil subdivision. 
The present lessees who had settled over 30 years ago, have been pro- 
vided with better roads, communication, water-supply, schools, medical 
.aid, marketing and conservancy facilities through. Union Committees. 

(ii) The fall in prices of rice, jute and tobacco has affected the 
agricultural tenants to some extent, but the business oi the middlemen 
has not been affected. Alipur Duurs is a growing town and there is 
a great demand for land there. 

(tti) There are holdings which have been assessed at Its. 100 i>er 
.acre which contain dwelling accommodation, but these are used mainly 
for business purposes. 

(c) (i) The enhancements were proposed bv the Khas Mahal Deputy 
Collector after local enquiry and they were approved by the Deputy 
Commissioner. Against these enhancements some of the tenants sub- 
mitted appeals to the Deputy Commissioner which weie duly disposed 
-of. 

(ii) No. The rates were enhanced with the knowledge of the 
lessees and the new assessments were also duly communicated to them. 

(Hi) No. 

(d) (i) Ye«. 

(ii) The Commissioner upheld the decision of the Deputy Commis- 
sioner. 

(tii) Against the decision of the Commissioner (1) Dabus Tara 
•Chand Oswal., (2) Sarada Kumar Sen Sarnia and (3> Krishna (Tiandra 
Sammaddar filed petitions before the Board of Revenue, who agreeing 
with the Commissioner and the Deputy Commissioner rejected them. 

Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
.aware that in the Cenris Report of 1930-31 Alipur Duars was not 
considered to be a town ? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: It may not be a 

town technically, but really it is a town. (Laughter.) 

Mr. KHACENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware that the population of Alipur Duars is less than 3,000? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That may be so, 

but it. is a aubdivisional headquarters and as such it is considered to be 
** a town. 
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•Mr. KHACENORA NATH DAS CUI*TA: I* the Hoo hie Minister 
aware that although* I ifhiun committee hi^s recently been formed there, 
it is not^functiomng? 

• i 

Mr. SPEAKER: l)oe% that show that it is a town or u village ? 

(Laughter.) 

• 

TM Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY f Sir. I hate known 
of areas where thvii union committee' do uot exist hut which are nothing 
but urban arei" 


Cases before Debt Settlement Boards in Murshidabad. 

*537. Mr. C. MORCAN: ,/> Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the C’o-oJh*! at i\e Ciedit and Rural Indebtedness Dejvartment lx> 
pleased to state — 

(i) the number of ».i^e^ instituted before each of the following Debt 
Settlement Ibiaids. u/ . the DumcoR* Debt Settlement 
Board, the hutted} ui Debt Sett lenient Boani. the Patkabaji 
and Suuhpoie Debt s*»! t hunent Boa id in the di-tnct of 
Murshidabad during the \»mr ending on 14th April, 1939; 
(rr) the uutubei of cases decided dunng the above jwMiod , and 
{ml the number of cases >t;i! j ending bob le the Boards as on the 
14th Apiil. 1939? 

< b ) Is the Hon' hie Minister awaie of the fac t that the largest 
majority of (use- an* still pending 1 ” 
m (c) If so, will the Ilon'ble Minisier U* pleased to explain the* reasons 
for the delay for the disposal of the < as****, instituted }>etore the Boards 
in question ? • 

MINISTER In charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (tha Hon'bta Mr. 
Mukunda Behari Muliicfk) 5 < t] • <?» 'Jhere is no Debt Settlement Board 
of the name of Furredpui The Khuv uiurnuri Debt Settlement Boani 
has its office located at Furredpui Tig* figures me as follows; — 


Domkal 

... 136 

Patki^ari 

... 120 

Sujapur 

... 261 

Khayraman 

... 66 
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(it) Dornkal 
Patkabari 
Sujapur 
Khayramari 
(ni) Domkal 
Patkabari 
Sujapur 
Khayramari 


[6th July, 

r 

... 73 

... 13 

... 64 

... Nil. 

... 63 

107 

... 197 , 

... 66 


(b) Yes: but many of the cases have been disposed *of by now. 

(c) These Boards were formed in the Spring of 1938 and the average 
Board requires four or five months to grasp the principles of the Act 
and the procedure to be followed. Just as these Boards had come to 
understand the work the floods came and for tkiee months, August to 
Novembei, little or no work could be done. Even after that officers 
were still engaged in relief work and tould not give then full time to 
the supervision of the Boards. Yigoious attempts .tie being made to 
accelerate the work of these Boards. 


Mr. C. MORGAN: In view of the unsatisfactory state ot affairs 
revealed by the answers given by the Hon’ble Minister, will the Hon'ble 
Minister consider the question ot repealing the Bengal Agricultural 
Debtors’ Act and dissolving these voluntary Debt Settlement Boards*' 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARI MULLICK: Sir. I do not 
think any answer is called tor. 


Mr. ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: What is the Hon’ble Minister’s 
answer, Sir? The Hon’ble Minister seems to be very much embarrassed. 
(Laughter.) 

The Hon'ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARI MULLICK: Sir. the 
events of the province call for more drastic remedy than what is 
suggested here. 


Mr. RASIK LAL BISWA8:*ra1 m wrc* fw, at refr; 

cg n sX fa ^ to tffrc rarfforaT? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARI MULLICK: I think, I 

iave already stated it in answer (c). 
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NfMpapen sutyrtyMd by Covanmwnt dapurtnwnti situated in 
• Calcutta.' 

*538. ’Maulbi MD. MOZAMMI?L HUQ: t V Will the rfon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing- the names with number of copies of news- 
papers subscribed by each *of the Secretariat departments and other 
offices of the Bengal Government situated in Calcutta including the 

Calcutta Higla Couit y 

• 

(b) On what principle or principles are newspapers subscribed by 
Government #nd vurjmis office* am! departments under theiuF 

to Is the How bie Minister aware that puper* conducted by Hindus 
and Muslims represent their respective opinions? 

i(h Are the Government considering the desirability of subscribing 
papers conducted b\ both the < nut muni ties 

The Hon*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: «»n A statement is laid cut 

the table 

ib\ The main rotisideration is whether a knowledge of the contents 
is likely to be of service to the department 

t'r* I am reluctant. Sir, to huzaid an opinion mi so controversial a 
subject. 

,d\ They aheadv do so. 

Statement referred to tn the reply to clause (a) of starred question No. 



shav ing newspaftert subscribed by Secretariat departments and their attached 


offices tn Calcutta. 

N umber of 


Name of the newspaper. 

copici 

subscribed. 

1. 

Statesman • 

65 

o 

Amrita Bazar Patrika 

45 

•3. 

Star of Indfc 

33 

4. 

Ad vanf*e 

20 

5. 

Hindustl an Standard # . 

11 

6. 

Forward 

5 

7. 

Capital . ^ 

9 

ft 

Monthly Review 

1 

9. 

Independent India 0 . 

1 

10. 

Indian Monthly Magazine 

2 

11. 

•Commerce • • 

1 

12. 

Indian Finance 

1 

♦3. 

Times of India 

K 
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Number bf 


Name <jf the newspaper. 

copies 

subscribed. 

14. 

AUahabad Leader * . . 

4 .. - 1 

15. 

Tribune (Lahore) . . ^ . 

1 

16. 

Hindu (Madras) 

1 

17. 

Harijan c 

.. ° 1 

18. 

Hindnsthan Times 

* 

19. 

Indian Annual Register c 

... 2 

20. 

Mussalman 

3 

21. 

Indian Co-operative Review . . ... 

1 

22. 

East Bengal Times 

1 

23. 

Jute Journal 

1 

24. 

Education Gazette. Dacca 

1 

25. 

Property 

1 

26. 

British Medical Journal 

1 

27. 

Lancet 

1 

28. 

Indian Medical Gazette 

1 

29. 

Ananda Bazar Patrika 

16 

30. 

Azmi 

13 

31. 

Dainik Basumati 

7 

32. 

Vugantar 

6 

33. 

Matribhumi 

2 

34. 

Nava Sanghu 

i 

35. 

Praja SaKti 

i 

36. 

Krishak 

2 

37. 

Muli am mad i 

3 

38. 

Hanafi 

4 

39. 

Abatar 


40. 

Kheyali 


41. 

Nabanoor 


42. 

Keshan 


43. 

Moslem 


44. 

Rozana Hind 

2 

45. 

Asre-Jadid 


46. 

Lokamanya l ' . . . T 


47. 

Viswa Mitra 


48. 

Islamic Review 


49. 

Roy s Weekly 


50. 

24-Parganas Bartabaha ». . . 

♦ 1 

51. 

Indian Economist 


62. 

Insurance World 


53. 

Whip 


54. 

Financial Times 
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Baku NAREN0RA *NARAYAN CH^KRABARTY: mftt iralmit 

CVTC* WTOW TV, TOT? «tfSVT*” SET* ** Oft? CV*d f$flT 

— av* VTO fatftrs m<ma *sat *n$ cteto subscribe 

wm *r jk«ttt croft — zr f^CTrtyrv 

Mr. Speaker 2 I it TH •;» J i ;» i«f . .\lr Chakiabai t\ , you do not 

realy^e that i h is i s a < »ummariMMl table ot new>papw\H subscribed by all 
the departments under the He tut a 1 (to\ eminent situated in Calcutta. 
So vou must put question* i • the Ilon’Me Minifter who is responsible 
for the particular depaitnnnt Sir Nu/imuddm is on 1 \ lespouMble tor 
the collet t ion of the tiiruie-. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: yFRltr 

Tv stasis cvtts "vrz* <nMTV? ,< ssr? **«rr ‘•p^r^TR'” vtcfb sift? 

Jtttrrrs era st?t tts zz v* nr rv^? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is according to the 

departmental needs There ma\ be some Minister* who do not want 
it there mn\ he some department** who do not tee) the necessity of 
it There are -o mun\ paper*. to < hoo-e from. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: v *Tm m 

!? CVTT9 ^ryntra rtTT? *V>, "VT** ° f< rV T" ~ !P?r? *T?«T <5TU 

ST54TTM 0 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: From the list, it will 
hf apparent that all tl»os,. papers wlmli do not mppojt Government ale 
also being* subscribed So there i*. no justifi* ation for that insinuation. 

• 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will iU Ilm, 1,1*. Minister Ik- 
pleased to explain the necessity oi taking so ma^\ copies of the “Statei*- 
man” when. other iournuN are being taken far less? 

• » 

Mr. SPEAKER 2 I am afraid, that question does not arise. The 
questiou infers to all the department^ of Government for which the 
Hgn’ble Minister is not responsible. IF* ha* merely compiled the 
figures. So the proper <<mise is to put questions department by 
depar>ment and Jheu ask such supplementary questions. 

• . • 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: With refeicyce to answer (b), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if the increase of numeri- 
cal strength also implies increase oi **ervict along with it? 



22 


QUESTIONS. 


[6vh July, 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir IfAZIMUDDIN: May I point out that as 

far as the vernacular papers are concerned. “Ananda Bazar Ratrika” 
has the largest number, and, aften all, the same new$ appear in most 
cases both in the English papers as well as in the vernacular papers. 
So, considering the number of papers that is klready being subscribed, 
there is no justification for increasing the number. 

r 

Mr. A'rUL KRISHNA CH08E: In view of the grant of Rs. 36,000 
in the Iasi budget to the paper "Azad” 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That quest ion doe*-, not arise. 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Sir. let me finish my question. 
In view of the sanction of IG, 30.000 to the “Azad” paper, will the 
Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to consider the de-nubility of putting a 
request to them to supply “Azad” paper free in ordei to minimise the 
cost of papers ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER; That question does not aii-e 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir. the llon’hh* Minister 
has said that even nnti-Uovernment pa}>er- are being subscribed for by 
Government. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to enlighten us as 
to which pa pel s Government think aie anti-Goveinment and which 
are pro-Government ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: A* a mat tel of fact, 
there are very few papers which suppoil Government and that is our 
reul grievance. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : With reie renee to answer ( b ), 
will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to state whether officers of depart- 
ments are consulted before subscribing to a paper? u 


Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As a rule, they are 
consulted. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: With refeience to the admission 
by the Hon’ble Minister that theie are very few papers which support 
Government, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps 
Government have taken to improve that state of affairs? 


Mr* SPEAKER* That, question does not arise. 
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Non^Wial visitors of Pirqjpur Sub-Jail. 

•538. Mr. QPENDRA NATH EDBAR: i<ii Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Home (Tails) Department In* pleased to state-— 

(i) who are the present non-official visitors of the Pirojpur Sub- 
Jail; 

(a i when were they appointed; and 
(m> when will fheir term mine to an end!* 

(hi !•> the flun , l>le*Mini'.tei uware that <oiiseiit of the local M.L.A.'a 
as to the persons w^io were willing to nerve a- non-othoiul \ isi tor** of the 
Pirojpur Sub- fail. «a- taken about t wh \eni- ago b\ the then Sub- 
divisional Officer Y 

lr) If so, what action, it am . ha- been taken in the matter!' 

( d ) It no action ha- been taken, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
plea-ed to state the reasons therefor!' 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: unm Halm Surja 
Pra-unna Jlaipai and Maulvi Tofar/al Ahmed Chomlhurv 
im 7th Decern l>er, 1937. 

I in I <>th Decemlier, 1939. 

ib- I have no -mb information, and the appointment of non-official 
visitors i- made b\ the ( ommis-inne; of the Dmsion undet Jail (’ode 
Rule of*. 

w to and (d) Do not arise. 

Mr. RA8IK.LAL BISWAS: W VfVX Hub-jaiU 

local M. L. A. C®** non-official visitor 5RT WVT5 mro fa? 

• * 

The HovPbl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As I have said before 
in thin Houm* and I lefteat it now, (jovermueut have revised the Jail 
Code Rules especially to provide for the appointment of M.L.A.’s as 
non-officiaP visitors. 

8j., NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleaA»d to state if official letters were issued to local 
M.L.tA.’s seeking tbeii consent to W* u*)n -affinal jail visitors!* 


Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may be so. 
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Poll* enquiry on abduction of a Hindu girl of Chouka, .Malda. 

•540. SJ. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: uh Is fie Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department ;yvare that recently a mass 
Hindu meeting was held at Chouka within police-station Shibganj in 
the district of Malda on the subject of abduction ot a Hindu girl! - ' 

(J)> li so, whether a copy of the resolution passed at the meeting 
and addressed to Hon’hle Kir B. P. Singh Row lies been received in 
the Home Department? 

(c) Is the Hon hie Minister aware that* an inquiry was made per- 
Bonaily by the Superintendent of Police ot Malda into the matter? 

(</) If the answer to in is in the affirmative, what is the result of 
the inquiry!* 

(e) What steps, if a in . do the Government propose to take on the 
report of the Superintendent ot Polite? 

</> Whether it U a tact that the offaeei m f Larue of SLihiranj police- 
station has Lee n ordered to pint ced to another tluna -uWqiientlv mi 
transfer? 

{(J) Whether it is a fact that order ha- been pas-ed lo depute Babu 
Boabadhar l)utt, Sul>-Inspector of Kaliachah thana at ShihsruujP 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: <«. Ye- a meeting oi the 
Chouka Efindu Sahha was held 

(6) No. 

(c) Yes. 

id) and The matter is still under m\ estimation hv the police. 

if) Yes, but the orders appear to have been pas>ed in the normal 
course, and not for reasons connected with tbi< case t The orders have 
since been held in abe\ume. 

(//) Yes, but see reph to * 


Settlement of foreign liquor shops in Calcutta with non-Bengalis. 

541. Mr. PU8PAJIT BARMA. (u » Will the Hmi ble Minister in 
charge of the Forest and Excise Department be pleased to state whether 
it is u fact that recently two foreign liquor shops, one in Chowringhee 
and the other at Bertram Street, have been settled with two noc- 
Bangalia P 
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(fc) If the ans^rfr to (n> is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Miniated be pleased to state — 

it) frbatJre the names of those two persons; 

(ii ) whether it is lot the declared policy of the Government that 

the shops are not to be settled with outsiders; and 

• # 

(m> if -so, wh\ were such settlements made? 

• • 

( r i Is it a fact— 

(M i hat one liyence in ( 'how ringhee Hoad has been sanctioned by 
the ( o^nmissioner of Kxcise ; 

in > that there was objection b\ the local people; and 
{tit) that the Kxcise Licensing Hoard refused to sanctiou the 
same ? 

( ii i Are the Government contemplating suitable steps in the 
matter ? 

.MINISTER in charge of the F0RE8T and EXCI8E DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Prasanna Deb Raikut): Yes. 

{I i <m Mr I) > Mazda ami Mr P R Madhora. 
iik Yes. but it a non-Bengali is domiciled in Bengal, he is given 
consideration on that account 

{hi i There wits a demand for a foreign liquor shop in both localities. 
The before-named persons were considered the most suitable candidate* 
who owned suitabh premises There weie no Hen gall candidates so 
suitable. 

( r i (it Y~ea 
( n i No. 

{ut) The Licensing Hoard sanctioned the s^op for 1938-39 and the 
shop was evened in January, 1939 After three months the Licensing 
Board refusfe J to sanction the continuance of t h«* shop. The latter 
decision of the Board was not accepted by the Kxcise Commissioner. 

id) Government do not propose to # take any action. 

Mf. RA8IK LAL BISWAS: at wtto bqcBt 

IRKX 8Cw fw most suitable fUIK *tpf #CiCT«tf 

# ♦ • 

• Mr. SPEAKER: Y ou ask first whether the appointment wa§ 
made by the Government or the bead of tjie depaitment. 
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You are asking a question about the desirability of certain candi- 
dates. Now, there are certaifi things which are done by the heads of 
the department and certain other things which are done by the Hon'ble 
Minister on his executive responsibility. You must first make it clear 
if it was done by the head of the department or by the administrative 
department and then you may ask whether Government have any infor- 
mation as to their suitability — — *• 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: Sir, ST C3TCT l TOCI 

— -WtWj FR $5 t TO TO WTtR question 

wctft i Sir, to to*, to «rrf* sttoto* fFOT*rr ctoJi i 

Rfli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
How can \ou distinguish between the cognisance of the Hon’ble 
Minister and the cognisance of the department!*' 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I am not suggesting that the Government is not 
ultimately responsible for a thing the cognizance of which is taken by 
the bead of the department. You ask a question as to whether a man 
is fit or unfit which is the direct concern of the head of the department. 
You should first ask whether the appointment was made by the Govern- 
ment or the head of the depaitment. and then you should ask for 
further information. 

The question ought to be whether the Government have decided the 
mat ter. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT : The head nt the 
department thought them suitable for these two shops 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state if there were any Bengali candidates seeking for 
licence ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: I want notice. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how he became aware that there was a demand for two 
foreign liquor shops in both these localities? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: That was the 
report from the department. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: With" reference to 
answer (b)(i7), will the Hon’bie Minister he pleased to state if a 
European was considered to be a non-Beugali in this case? 

(No answer.) 
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Hr, NI8HITHA* •NATH KUNOU: With reference to answer 
tiz., the lattei decision of tin* ihfaid was not accepted hv the 
Excise Commissioner, will the Honjfh* Minister In* pleased to state 
what is the criterion of the suitability of candidates in the matter of 
granting licences? 

(No seply.) 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will the Ibfn’ble Miitistei he 
pleased to state from which commuuiU 01 communities there was a 

demand for the establishment nt liquoi -hop?, in these loealitie»? 

• 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: European aud 
Anglo-Indian. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether an\ n-pres»*ntat ion was made to him from the 
Anglo-Indian community foi the establishment of liquor shops? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: No. 

4abu K8HETRA NATH 8INCHA: Will the Honhle Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government ha\«* un\ pnwer to control the 
action oi the Exeise ( ’ommisHionei ? 

(No answer.) 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: ^ nrr;* fa. 

candidate most suitable fa jtt* 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Mr Speakei, Sn, is proiupt- 
ihg allowed? 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: <\, aching should have been out- 
side the Chamber. 

# The HonWMr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKQT : The Commissioner 
of Excise chn explain this matter . 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSEt Will the If oil* Me Minister l»e 
pleased testate whether the demand referred to was made verbally or 
in. writing? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA &EB RAIKUT: I want notice. 

Mr. JOCfSH CHANDRA CUPTA:, Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state having regard to*tbe professed prohibition policy 
whether a subordinate in the department can go*on increasing shops 
without the knowledge and consent of the Hon’ble Minister? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8AflNA DEB RAIKbtVNo. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: 'Let the Hon’ble Mlnistef go to the 
microphone; otherwise we cannot hear anythj^g. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, plehse. He has answered the question in 
the negative. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Max I request the non We 

Minister to speak on the microphone You are aware that this excise 
pi ohi hit ion matte! is a very important matter oi policy of this House 
and we want seriously to know what is the exact position. 


Mr. SPEAKER: He has answered your question in the negative. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: The answer to my question 

being in the negative it means that the*e two extra shops in the 
Chowiinghee hn\e been opened with the consent of the Hon’ble Minister. 
Is it or is it not a fact ? ' 


The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: L the Hon 'hie Minister 
bound to answer a question which is meaningless? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : 1 appeal tn the Hon’ble Chief Minister not to 
interrupt m this way. 

The Hon'ble Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: No new shop can 
be opened without the consent of the Licensing Board 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: The question that I have 
addressed to the Hon'ble Minister is whether these two shops have been 
established with the knowledge and consent of the Hon’ble Minister. 

f • 

The Hon’ble Mr. PRA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: The Minuter never 
sanctums the opening of shops. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer <ui), 
via., “the latter decision of the Board was not accepted by the Excise 
Commissioner," w ill the Hon’ble ^Minister be pleased to state the reasons 
for rejecting the decision of the Licensing Board by the Excise 
Commissioner? 
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.Th* Hon’blt Mr. PRASANNA DEB RAIKUT: For the details I 
have got to eoquire*f*edt the Excise Commissioner. 1 want notice. 

• * 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSElMVill the Hon bl* Minister he 
pleased to state whether ^e satisfied himself that the demand wa- such 
as justified the establishment of two additional liquor -hops in the 
Chowringhee area? 

• 

Th* Hon’blfrMr, f RA8ANNA DEB RAIKUT: The matter wan left 
to the Excise Commissioner and the Licensing Hoard 

Increase of the number of cases in the Workmen’s Compensation Court 
and on wage disputes. 

•542. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: "j. 1- the IJonble Mmi-ler in 
charge of the Commerce and Labour Department aware thut the number 
of eases m the Workmen'.- ( ompen-ation < ouri und on wage dispute 
has increased enormously? 

^b) What is the number of ~ 

(t> workmen s compensation < use- . amt 
t,ii> Wages Act case- hied in 1M7 and IM>? 

1 1 1 1- the Hon hie Munster a war** that some < ompen-ation <a-e- 
are pending for over H» month-? 

i (l ( What is the aveiage time taken tor disposal of - 
(ii contested compensation cases; and 
(it) contested wage di-pute ia-i*-? 

(c> When w^re these case- tile<l and when disposed <>f, and which 
of them are still pending— 

(il (’. ('. lod 38 Ersed All r- J K. Mitraf 
(u) C. C K. Samsui r» S P Dhar; 

(itt) Wages case Kamala Saw ^lill r.< Sher Ah, 

(ir ) Wages cases o<)0, AfJT. 7<»4 and 712 of llLJd? 

(/) What are the other duties of the Commissioner besides the 
disposal of cases ? 9 

(ff) Are the Government considering jbe desirability of appointing 
on Assistant Commissioner or an otece Superintendent for speeu.v 
disposal of cases? 
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MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE and LABOUR 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'bje Mr. H. 8. 8uhri*drfly): (a) and (e) Yes. 



1. 

1937. 1938. 

<*)<»■) 

. . # * 1,253 1,619 

<«■') 


r . . 146 752 


1939. 

" 1938. 

(d) (O' • 

3 months and 22 days 

3 months and 25 days. 

(««) • 

. 1 month and 1 9 days 

. . 1 month and 7 days. 


(e> (?) 10th August, 19.38 — 26th May, 1939. ” 

(in 11th November, 1938 — 12th June, 1939. 

(iH) 13th June, 1938 — 20th June, 1939. 

(id 26th July, 1938 — 25th May 1939. 

13th June 1938 — 20th June 1939. 
lot'll November 1938 — 30th May 1939. 

17th November 1938 — .30th Mav 1939 

The delay in the disposal of these cases was abnormal. In two cas f *3 
it was caused by the impleading- of a third party by the opposite par*y at 
a late stage in the proceedings; in one case by the fact that a criminal 
case was in progress between the parties and that a third party was 
brought on to the record at a late stage in the proceedings, in one case 
by a technical defect which came to notice when the case was well 
advanced and in one case by the fuel that the ca-e had to await the dis- 
posal of a connected case. 

(/) In addition to administering the two Acts, and disposing of cases, 
the Commissioner has to manage hi> office, pass and sign notes and 
letters, check the daily accounts, involving large sums of money, alid 
administer a fund consisting of investments made by him for the benefit 
of recipients of compensation. He also has to tour. 

(//> I have no reason to suppose that the appointment of an Assistant 
Commissioner is necessary. The question of providing the Commis- 
sioner with some assistance in the management of the office will be 
considered. t , 

Mf* 8IBNATH BANERJEE* Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
to state, since the number of wage depute cases increased by 500 per 
cent., whether any additional stuff has been granted to the Commissioner 
for compensation ? 

Tht Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That question has been 
answered. 
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- Mr# SIBNATH BANERJEE* That question has not been answered, 
because it has only been stated that in J937 the number of cases was 
146 f and in 1938, 752. My question is : when in 1937 to 1938 the 
number of ea*es*had increased by 5S0 per cent., what was the increase 
made in the staff in 1937 or 1938 f 


TtwHOfl’bl* Mr. H. 8. .SUHRAWARDY: Dow the honouarble 
member wish U> know what increase was mailed 


Mr. SIBNATH kANERJEE: Yes. 


Th. Honlfl. Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : 1 want notiee. 

• 

Mr. SIBNATH BANERJEE: With reference* to answer {f\ where 
it is said that the Commissioner has to manage hi> office, pass and sign 
notes and letters, check the daily accounts involving* large sums of 
money and administer a fund consisting <>i in\»*stments made by him 
for the benefit of recipient* ut compensation. will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the number of surh recipient* and the approximate 
total of the amount of ihe fund that he ha* to invest!" 


*Th. Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I want untie.- 


Interview of oertain members of Board of Control of East India Jute 
Association with the Hon’ble Commeroe Minister. 

*542A. Babu NACENDRA NATH SEN: <,n Will the Hobble 

Minister m charge fit ihe Commerce and Lal*mr Department be pleased 
to state whether recently certain member* of the Hoard of Control of 
the East India Jute Association w**re a*kecl to interview him in connec- 
tion with the dealings in the future market!" 

ib) What were the specific purpose** for which tlo* numbers of the 
Board of Control w>re asked to interview the Hou'ble Commerce 
Minister!" # 

(r> AreMie Government contemplating au\ measure or measures to 
control the a tivities <4 the fatka nyirket!" 

{d ) Have the Government formulated an\ comprehensive sc heme for 
ensuring %*tter prices for raw jute *he cultivator* in the coming 
season ? 

Ttm Hofi'blSfMr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: or. ind <>,, I requeued 
the .members of the Board of Control to^see me in connection with the 
representation of the Muslim Chamber of Commerce requesting me to 
«sk the Board to refrain from opening the market* on the 3rd June. 
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(c) The matter was under my consideration. I am now awaiting the 

report of the Jute Enquiry Committee. * * * 

(d) We are awaiting the report of the Jute Enquiry Committee. In 

the meantime we are watching thfc situation. • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will t&e Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if his attention.has been drawn to an article published 
in the “Capital” in the first week of June severely criticising this 
action of' the Hon’ble Minister? 

« 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : No, I am afraid 1 have 
.not had time to read that article although I was told alxAit it. 

t 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 

pleased to state if it is a fact that there was some bullish effect in the 
market as a consequence of this action of the Hon’ble Minister? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Not that 1 am aware 
of. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Muustei be 

pleased to state if he is aware that this action of the Hon'ble Minister 
has been interpreted as an action in the interests of gamblers from 
Western India? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am not aware of it ; 
but if it has been so interpreted in the market, there does not appear 
to lie any justification. If a representation is made to me by anybody, 

I think it is my duty to enquire into all its aspects before I come to a 

decision. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if (io\ eminent had any difficulty in making a private 
and confidential enquiry before an open invitation was given to the 
members of the Hoard of Control? Was there any difficulty in making 
a private enquiry? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHpAWARDY : I am afraid that Gov- 
ernment have got no machinery for making a private and confidential 
enquiry. Government act openly and when a representation was made 
about the Board of Control, I requested the President of the Board of 
Control to see me with his members. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if lie is aware that any such action even in regard to an 
interview necessarily has some influence on the future market? 
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Tlli Hon’ble M ft H.*8. 8UHR AWARD Y: 1 don't think that this 
could hawe hud any effect, because I thin if it was on the previous even- 
ing that I asked the President of thf Hoard of Control to see me and 
the next day after I saw him, the matter was closed. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state if he is aware that in the market before the IIo liable 
Minister sent for the members of the Hoard of Control, it being 
openly talked about «that certain influential merchants would compel 
the market to have a bullish effect with the influence of the llon’ble 
Minister!" 9 

The Hon'bla ►/. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 am not aware of it. if 

there are people in the market who can anticipate things intelligently 
in regard to occurrences that have not even been thought of I think 
it is to their credit. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the llon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state if he is aware that two influential merchants Messrs. 
Surajmal Nagurnuil and Ispahan! made a good amount of profit out of 
thin interview !" 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I urn not aware of it 

Mr. 8PEAKER: l have disallowed the question. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’hlc Minister be pleased 
to *tate whether he is aware that the Secretary of the Jute Enquiry 
Committee has been saddled with the Secretaryship of the Hire and 
Paddy Enquiry Committee and also with work in the Finance 
Department!" • 

• The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY : # I am uot aware of it. 

I do not know. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: \fho ia the Secretary of the Jute 
Enqu i rv Com in i t tee ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: I think I now remera- 
tier wljo the Secretary of the Jute Enquiry Committee is, but I do not 
know what work*he is doing. 

• . • 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government have made any investigation as to 
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whether the stoppage of the market of the East In3ia Jute Association 
in future dealings from 3rd June would affect the jute prices' so far as 
the new crop is concerned — delivery in September? 4 

1 The Hotl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Does the honourable 
member ask for my opinion ? • « ‘ 

• • « 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, no. I w'ant to know whether 
Government have made any enquiry as to whether the stoppage of the 
market of the East India Jute Association ftom 3r11 June would 
adversely affect the price of raw'jute in Septemher f for future deli\ery 
in September. 


The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The question, however 
it Duly 1m 1 put, i.H really a question asking for my opinion. 

Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: Not at all 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY : The honourable Mem- 
ber wishes to know if I have made any enquiry in the matter it the 
market had been closed on the 3rd of June whether it would have had 
any effect on the price of jute in September. It is not possible for any- 
body to make that enquiry. It must always remain a matter of 
opinion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL • Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware 
that by future dealings the demand for future delivery i- im reused and 
thereby the price for future delivery has got a tendency to be raised? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You cannot give him a lecture on “Futures." 

Dr. NALINAK8KA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there was any application for arbitration to Govern- 
ment from the Muslim Chamber of Commerce with a view to steadying 
the current prices or with a view to increasing the prices in September? 
What was the object? 

Tin Hon’bl# Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : The Muslim Chamber 
of Commerce asked me to request the Board to refrain from opening 
the market from the 3rd of June, and so far as 1 could understand from 
the representation, their view Was that if the market was not opened 
on the 3rd June, the prioe of the new Jute coming in would remain 
high, whereas if the market was opened, the price would fall. 
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Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased *to state if he is quite definite Aat this wus one of the argu- 
ments used in the petition ? 

Th* Hon’ble Mr. H..8. 8UHRAWAR0Y : I Mi«-xe tlu,t « lls thj 
only argument. The represen tilt ion was worded solely from the point 
of view’of the price which the agriculturists would receive and it was 
froi^ that point of view that I asked the Hoard of ( ontiol to^ee me. 

• 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: So far as the price is concerned, 1 
want to kno^ whether the present prices, that is the delneiy puces, 
were sought to he increased or the future delivery price' in September 
was sought to b^ increased. If the idea was to increase the present 
delivery prices, you are well aware that no cafce was made out as the 
cultivators had already sold out their jute; if it was for the future 
delivery prices, the cultivators have nothing to gain thereby- -•*— 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr San \al. 1 am sorry I cannot allow further 
supplementary questions as the allotted period of mte hour for questions 
has already expired As a matter of fnrt, 1 have already allowed you 
to put supplementary questions even after the allotted period, but I 
m6»t now bring them to a close. 


Outstanding questions. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: «wi. 

errf*? faw cttstj mt i ats* 

x** -sir irslwra ceiwtew 

w, etfo vm ter? w r c*t «rc^ i w fm *r:4/3 ^nfa facer 

*T«fi S5T*T^np COTCTHrSTR. t3fa Stmc* faf^TSTM ‘A SfTMTM 

sptr CTOitteR t stw ap^r? s^rs? J5WR v:z\ m**w tens 

circa ufa ci, fafa tew c*hcs *cit?r fa ent ac**? Jr? 

# 2KTTO €RTI 

afainr «dfa «rpcrr?r short -notice' question xwyf VTi rw.**! sf 

cnnffwiH ci, m cw 5^? cm? cw=n sfaw 

*rora wifa rwji 1 «rr»n if?. tfrifa «r*s1 URtw at tl? cww 

SRT Wit *1? FFT ?T5 «R^?T<t 9T^R t 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The honourable mem- 
ber is not aware, though 1 should Wave thought he would have known 
it by now, thaf subject matters of both the questions are nub judicc, 
but l am prepared to make a stuteme^itaand give un atiswer in view of 
th® various report# that are appearing in the newspapers. I hope I 
shall be able to answer the question by the 10th of July. 
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Adjournment motions. * 

(Three members of the Opposition, viz., Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, 
Mr. Niharendu Dutta Mazumdar and Mr. Sibnath Banerjee stood up 
flimultaneously to draw the attention of Mr. Speaker in connection with 
the adjournment motions standing in their names.) 

Mr. SPEAKER". 1 find that there are three adjournment mrftions 
tabled by the Opposition, one of Dr. Sanyal, one of Mr. Dutta 
Mazumdar and one of Mr. Sibnath Banerjee. It also appears that 
each of them wants that his own adjournment motion should be taken 
up first. It could be better if they could arrange amongst themselves 

as to which adjournment motion might be taken up first. 

* 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, we could not give any 
decision from the party as it was not known which adjournment motion 
would be allowed. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not know what the exact position would be 
so far as these adjournment motions are concerned; but as far as I can 
see for the present — I am not anticipating the decision — I feel that 
Dr. Sanyul’s motion is in proper form. So far as Mr. Dutta Mazumdar’s 
motion is concerned, it has been drafted in extremely vague terms; 
he has referred only to police excesses and nothing else. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: You, Sir, in this House 
mentioned the other day that I must base my point on the principle 
;of the legality or otherwise of the action of the Executive in connection 
with a labour dispute and not on the case of an individual strike. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I remember quite well what I said the other day. 
That was in connection with the French Motor-car Cbmpany’s strike 
and the issue there was whether the police could use tear gas — that 
was the principle invoiced. Here, so far as your adjournment motion 
is concerned, you have not as yet shown as to what principle except 
police excesses is involved. o 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA. MAZUMDAR: Sir, here the principle 
ia that it is being seen that the police and the executive are increasingly 
taking the side of the millowners, 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think tbat v unless the language of Mr. Mazumdar* a 
adjournment motion* is changed and the motion is redrafted, it cannot 
be admitted. 
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Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: In view of what you have juat 
stated, ^re think the motion of Dr. Sanya! may be taken up if you have 
no objection. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Wfcat about Mr. Marumdar’s motion? 

Mr. 30CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA t That will be redrafted 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg leave to move that the 
business of the House do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public* importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the situa- 
tion created through the action of the Magistrate prohibiting the 
protection work of Kutigram from the floods of the river Dhariu. 


Tha Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cotsimbazar: 

May I know from the honourable member wliut is the source of his 
information and what is the exact nature of the allegation ? The 
difficulty of Government is that although something appeared in 
the newspapers a couple of days ago, we have no information from the 
local officers. Although I personally welcome a discussion of thia 
matter, it is extremeh difficult for me to sav what has happened, and 
I am afraid it is impossible for Government to say anything definitely 
without a report from the local officers. I may here state for your 
information that on receipt of this adjournment motion we huve sent 
a wire to the Collector but have so far received no reply. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On the question of facts, Sir. I may 
state that a report appeared in the “Amrita Bazar Patrika” day before 
yesterady, giving details of how in a particular case when Khan 
Bahadur Khaimuddin Chaudhury was doing some protection work at 

his own expense, he was prevented from doing so by a notice 

• 

Th* Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHAN0RA SANDY, of Cossimbazart 

Who »erve<l that notice? 

Dr. NALIMAKSHA'RANYAL* Tiie Subdivisions! Magistrate. The 
order was communicated from the District Magistrate's office and the 
Subdivisional Officer has served it. # 

Thp Hon’bl# Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Coaaimfeazar: 

Under what s^cttom ? 

. • 

Dr. NALINAKiHA 8ANYAL: I am not very definite about the 
Motion. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Is your adjournment motion .merely based on 
newspaper reports ? • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL*. I got the information first from 

newspaper reports but thereafter I went to t^e Press to get in touch 
with the actual letter to find out the source of the information and there- 
after I myself sent a telegram* to get tl^B correct information and I 
have got £ reply thereto. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

May I know from whom ? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I think the«Hoifble Minister does 
not want to know his name; he is a representative of the United Press 
who has wired to me and I have got the full text of the local Magistrate’s 
order. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, do you take responsibility for that? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If the Hon’ble Minister has nothing 
to contradict what I say „ 

Mr. SPEAKER: But you must take responsibility in the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Of course, I do, because after taking 
so much pains to get information I have to take responsibility. In 
fact 1 have spent money and had sent a telegram. (Laughter.). Fur- 
ther, Sir, I am informed by the Kazi Sahib, who has come from the 
place only this morning, that the facts are as I have stated, and he 
coufirms this information. (Mr. Santosh Ki mar Basu : The Oppo- 
sition moves more quickly than the Government!) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In the circumstances I hold that on this issue 
relating to the erosion of a river the action of the Magistrate in stopping 
the protective work, \fhich might jeopardise the life and property of 
the people, is a matter in the interest of public policy. So far as our * 
rules are concerned, they ore qifite definite a’hd specific, and I bold 
that this adjournment motion is in order. The only question now is 
whether it has the leave of the Douse. Is there any objection? (Cries 
of' “No, no”!) There being no objection, I admit the motion. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY,* of Cossimbazar: 

I object, Sir. ® , 


Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Were you asleep so long? ‘ 
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TN Hoit’blt Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order. 

Sir, • * 

• » 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Is it a point of order 
regarding* the ruling? ( Laughter . ) 

The Hon'ble Khwaja* Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 submit, Sir, that so 
long as Von are on your leg* we cannet make any representation and 
we cannot say “yes'* or “no” or muke any statement. We had no 
opportunity to object before. 1 submit. Sir. that if we had Ihmmi given 
an opportunity to object, we would certainly have objected. (Tries of 
“Very clever’^ from Congress Benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER • I am afraid, Sir Nazimuddin, you are mistaken. 
The motion was first raised by Dr. Sanya! and ou that I asked him 
what were the facts Aftei Dr. Sanya! gave the facts, I asked the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge as to whether he had got anything to say 
about it On that the Hon'hle Minister did not say anything about 
the question of admissibility or on the question of fact, and then ha 
said that lie had got absolutely no information on the point. After 
that I asked Dr Sanyal as to whether he took responsibility for his 
statement of tacts Dr Sanyal made a detailed statement accepting 
responsibility Thereafter, the next step for me was to ascertain 
whether the motion had the leave of the House. I did so, ami as there 
was no objection 1 admitted the motion. I take it that Hon’bla 
Ministers take much quicker steps to find out in Ik* tween whether 
anything wrong is being done to them 1 hope honourable members 
will admit that before admitting the motion I did ask whether it had 
the lea\e of the House 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, we do not object 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I must decide finally whether the motion is in 
order or not, and if I am satisfied on the statements made I am perfect- 
ly willing to give a mling on any question in issue. (Cries of “Hear, 
hear” from Congress Benches.) As a matter of fact, I went so far as to 
ask both sides alxnif what they had to say and then I asked whether 
Dr. Sanyal had the leave of the House to move his motion, and there 
was no object on from tfnv side. Thtre being no objection, I hold that 
the motion is in order, and I fix 0-30 p.m. as the time when the 
motion witl be taken up to-day. # 

•We shall now take up the Calcutta Municipal Bill. 

Mit SI BN ATX BANERJEE: wLt about my adjournment motion, 
Sir?. Can I move it to-morrow? 


Mr. SPEAKER: That has fallen through. 
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The Calcutta Municipal (Amevtcfcpent) Bill, 1939, as, amended by the 
Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBWLLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, I beg to move that the amendments made by the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Couacil to the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1939, be 
taken into consideration. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mf. 8PEAKER: Now under the rules I may draw the attention of 
honourable members that if a motion that the amendments be taken 
into consideration is carried, the Speaker shall put the amendments to 
the Assembly in such manner as he thinks most convenient for their 
consideration. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Before you come to that, Sir, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: First I should tell the House that the amend- 
ments made by the Council are that the word “eight.” in sub-clause 
(2)(b) of clause 3 be substituted by the word “four” and that all the 
words beginning with “of whom” in line 2 and ending with “shall he 
appointed” in Hues 3 and 4 be omitted. These are the two changes 
made in the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill. I should add that 
two inverted commas in clause 5 have been added. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Everything is inverted! 
(Laughter.) 


Point of Order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. We had 
aent in a number of amendments to this Bill that has comp back to us 
from the Council in a modified form and we have drafted our amend- 
ments very carefully with a view to make th&m admissible under the 
rules. Sir, the rule in this connection is section 79 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you specifically raise one motion? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir. I would draw your 
attention to one thing. As t^ie Hon’ble the Chief Minister as wall as 
the llon’ble Minister in charge had explained to the House, we had 
taken it that the proposal as to the number of councillors, elected and 
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nominated, formed one complete whole in the proposals made by Gov- 
ernment; and, Sir, the proposition of pjoviding seven seats for the 
Schedule! Caste .members was also an accepted principle in this House. 
The question that we had a different* of opinion on was with regard to 
the process of fretting these Scheduled Caste member# elected or nomi- 
nated as councillors of tlfe Corporation ami here. Sir, we in the Opposi- 
tion thought' that they should be elected, whereas Government felt that 
a portion might be elected ami a portion nominated. That was the 
position, Sir. Now that there is a suggestion that the Ihimber of 
nominated seats may be reduced and the nominated Scheduled Caste 
members lw» wiped off, obviously the only othei course, namely, provid- 
ing the Scheduled Oaste members with seven stmts undej election 
comes in. Therefene, in accordance with the rules, we had consequen- 
tially moved t hat the number of elected seats be raised from 85 to 89 
or to 88 if the IIounc so desire: that i> why I submit that my amend- 
ment No. Hi, namely, that in clause 3, line 2. for the word "eighty- 
five” the word "eighty -nine" l>e substituted and my amendment No. 
17, namely, that in clause 3, line 2, for the word "eighty -five” the 
word "eight y-mght *’ be substituted, may be found by you to be in 
order by increasing the number of elec ted seats Otherwise, it may be 
the intention of the Legislature to reduce the total number of seats, 
and to omit one kind of recruitment from the Act. Therefore, m\ sub- 
mission is that this is a pointer and these amendments should be consi- 
dered as alternative and also as relevant from the point of view of 
that particular rule. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not like to allow any long debate on it. I 
hope, the House can rest assured that I hn\e tiied my bo*q to interpret 
this rule as favourably as possible with a view to allow all sort# of 
opinions to be reflected in the proper pluce, But I am fortunately in 
the position that I have to confine myself within the scheme of the 
rule as a whole. If I have to accept the interpretation given by Mr. 
Basu, then I tjiink, every section has to la* reopened I fear, 1 
cannot do so. Cnder the rules, I have to determine what is the subject- 
matter of the amendments. 

• 

Dr. NALINAKSHA # 8ANYAL: Sir, may 1 submit one tiling 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid, I cannot allow any discussion. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BAtU;May I in support of the conten- 
tion put forwardsbv Dr. Sanyal and with reference to the amendments 
of which I have given notice say that fchis entire clause with all its 
sub-clauses hangs together. Although in sub-clause (/) the number 
of elected seats has been mentioned and in sub-clause ( 2 ) the number 
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of nominated seats has been mentioned in (b), I would submit that 
according to the rilling that you had given wlfen this matter was 
under discussion originally ill this House, the question of nomination 
is intimately connected with the question of the tota^ number of seats 
in the Corporation. Now, Sir, I would remind you— — 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I do not think I saijl that. 

Mr. &NTOSH KUMAR BASU: I am sorry .1 have not got that 
report with me now. I may remind you that this matter came up 
before you when Mr. J. Gupta suggested that the question of elected 
seats might be held over and might not be put to the vote unless and 
until the question of nomination was finally decitfed upon and, you 
said that other questions need not be held up but the question of the 
totul number of elected seats should legitimately be held up before 
the question of nomination was decided, because on the number of 
nominated seats ultimately decided upon depended the total number 
of seats and the number of elected seats. I have not got the report 
before me, but I definitely remember that you allowed Mr. Gupta’s 
•objection and held buck the question of the total number of elected 
scuts until and unless the question of nominated seats had been decided 
upou. It is on that basis that 1 have formulated all these amendments 
and suggested that the total number of elected seats might be increased 
and also the allotment of these elected scats to the different constitu- 
encies mentioned in the schedule. I am surprised to find that all these 
amendments have been held to be not in order. Now, Sir, having 
regard to the decision that you previously gave on this question and 
also to the fact that you had actually given effect to that decision by- 
keeping back the question of the number of elected seats unless and 
until the question of nomination was decided, l submit that the same 
policy and the same principle should be followed now, and we should 
be allowed to add these seats which have been released from nomina- 
tion to the elected seats and to distribute these amongst them. From 
that point of view 1 would ask you to hold that clause 3 stands bv 
itself and different tub-clauses of clause 3 bang together and are 
dependent upon each other and the question of elected seats has got 
a direct and definite bearing on# the question- of nomination, and is 
certainly consequential, if not alternative, to the question of the 
number of nominated seats. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I do not think that during the last few days 
anything has wmrried me more than the question of « the admissibility 
of these motions. I might the first instance draw the attention of 
the House that section 5 of the substantive Act, namely, the Calcutta 
Municipal Act of 1933, which is sought to be amended by* section 8 
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of the amending BUI is this: The Corporation shall consist of so 
many elected Councillors and so many Councillors to be appointed by 
Government. Now I have no definite recollection about the point 
which Mr. Basu has raised. But the Issue then was quite different. It 
was not a legal issue then. The point that was raised before me was 

this: In view of the fact that the ultimate strength might depend 

upon the extent to which tlu^ nominated seats might be taken by one 
community or another, it was desirable that the whole thing should 
be lert over. For th^ time being 1 am not concerned with th^ political 
issues in question; I am only concerned with the interpretation of the 
rules that staijd. In the rule the words arc "consequential" or 

"alternative." I hop/ 1 Mr. Basil will kimllv «•<*«• tin* first part, namely, 

"further aniendmAits relevant to the subject-matter of the amend- 
ments.’’ Therefore, the priman thing by which 1 have to govern 
myself in admitting a motion is ns to whether the amendment which 
is to be moved further is relexunt to the siibjc* t-mattcr of the amend- 
ments passed by the Coumil. That is tin- fn>t irM which 1 have to 
apply, naineh, whether the amendment* which art* proposer! in the 
House are relevant to the subject-matter of the amemlmt nts passed by 
the Council. Now, if I am satisfied that this i> relevant to the subject*- 
matter, then 1 have to allow the consequential ami alt**inuti ve amend- 
ments. It that is so, 1 have purel\ to conhne ni\M*lt as to wliat the 
subject-matter is For the time being, J am tmurdv mmerned w'ith 
the subjer t-matter of tin* amendment passed h\ the CotineiL and the 
subject-matter s ot the amendments heton thi> lloiisi* m«* two: ( 1 ) 
whether ‘ \S’ should be substituted h\ "I" and t'Ji wlothcr the rlatise 
about the number of nominated s»*ats for m heduled <astrs should be 
deleted. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Sir, I am \rt\ mm h obliged to 
you for making this concession that this question lias given \<m a 
great deal ot trouble and worry. So, it shows that it i* no! at all free 
from doubt. There i.* some amount ot diliicuiit ; <v her w .se it should 
not have given so much worn to \ou, conversant. a* \mi are, wjtli the 
fules and procedure 

Mr. SPEAKER: I fhi ff ht tell you this much that f was worried ho 
long as 1 did not see the first part which related to the subject-mutter. 

• 

Hr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, you have been pleased to 
draw attention of the House to section 5 of the original Act, That 
•action itself wilf show- that these are all inter-dependent clauses inas- 
much as section 5 purports to lay duwn 4he total strength of the Cor- 
poration* If we found that the number of nominated v*ut* had formed 
the subject-matter of different sections of the Act, then the point of 
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view that you have been pleased to adopt might fyave had some effect. 
But as you see, it is one single section and the different clauses and 
sub-clauses deal with the total strength of the Corporation relating to 
the number- of seats under different heads, so that from that point of 
view it is definitely inter-dependent and if it considered necessary to 
bring about any change under one sub-head — it must necessarily react 
upon other sub-heads. I am drawing ypur attention to this aspect of 
the matter particularly because all these different clauses- are contained 
in one section. If it is suggested that 8 or 9 nominated seats should 
be omitted altogether, then it might be the intention of the Legislature 
to keep up the proper strength of the Corporation. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have very carefully considefed this matter and 
for the time being I hold that every amendment which is relevant to 
the two subject-matters of the amendment is in order. The two sub- 
ject-matters are (1) the word “eight” be substituted by the word “four” 
(any alternative to four or any consequential woid will be admissible) 
and (2) “of whom three shall be members of the Scheduled Castes and 
the remainder shall be appointed.” Anything which is relevant to 
these mutters or alternative to these matters will be admissible. There- 
fore I hold for the time being that othei amendments which try to 
reopen sections other than 3 are not in order. ' 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I admit your interpretation, but 
unfortunately on your own interpretation I beg to submit that so far as 
the matter of the representation of Scheduled Castes members is con- 
cerned, that is a fit matter for discussion and ultei natives may be 
suggested thereon. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Within this amendment. The subject-matter of 
the amendment is the reservation of the Scheduled Castes seats in the 
appointed list, and anyone can suggest an\ alternative. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. The subject-matter is the provi- 
sion of seats for Scheduled Castes members in the Calcutta Corpora- 
tion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; May I draw your attention to the 
original Bill 

Mr. SPEAKERS Here we are considering a Bili’coming from the 
other House. We will deal frith the detailed amendments which have 
been made by the other House and anything relevant to the amend- 
ments made by the Council is relevant. If you can satisfy me that ft 
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it relevant to substitute eight by lour and if you can satisfy me that 
the reservation of something else may coilke in, I will certainly allow 
it; otherwise nof. # 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I submit that two alternatives are 
contemplated in the rules. One is the amendment con-equentinl on 
the changes effected in the Council niid'the othei is the alternative to 
the proposed hmendment by the Council and !>oth these elu^nes are 
governed by the general limitation, namely, that they must U> relevant, 
to the subject-mat ter of the amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: \X hat is the suhject-mat ter of the amendment P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The subject-matter of the amend- 
ment is the piovision for the representation of Scheduled Castes. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: In the appointed list. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Anyway, 1 hold that the amendment is not in 

order I ran a^me \<m, l)r. Sanya), that 1 haw alwnvs tried to be 

true to the rules in nn interpretation I have tiled my best to find 
out whether \nur amendment and the amendment ot Mr. Bnsu can be, 
by any stretch of imagination, held to he in nrdei It may he that my 

interpretation is fault\, it may he that m\ arguments are faulty, but 

for the time Win g thi*> is my interpretation 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; M«> 1 submit that in view of 
what you have said just now you will allow shot t-notice amendments}' 

Mr. SPEAKER: Certainly 1 shall be quite pleased to consider 
them on their merits. 

* Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: There is this fundamental differ- 
ence in outlook between von and ourselves-- ~ 

• . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am quite prepared to consider the amendments, 

• 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May we not get some light from 
the Hoa’ble the Mi n l s t e r- i n -<• h a r ge after he and the Chief Minister had 
on the floor of the*Ffouse stated that the whole scheme was one complete 
whole and they would not change even a Aommu or a acini colon or any 
word here or any word there. That was exactly the statement made 
by the Hon’ble Minister when I proposed an extra seat for ward No. 1 . 
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The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH •Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Does lie mean to say that I toade a statement? « 

Maulvi ABU H08SAIN SArfkAR: Before the ^amendments are 
taken I he# to rise on a }mint of order. I drajp your attention to section 
711 (/) of the Rules and Standing Orders which says that if a motion 
that the amendments he taken •into consideration is carried, the Speaker 
shall put the amendments to the Assembly in such manner as he thinks 
mn.-n convenient for their consideration. You a^e pleased to put the 
amendments hut I submit that the word “put" has got a peculiar 
meaning in the legislature. It means taking the decision of the 
House also. Therefore l submit that mere placing the amendments 
to the House is not sufficient. You will please tbke the decision of 
the House also on the amendments. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry; I do not ugree. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: I beg to move that in clause 3(i) for the 
proposed <lause (/>), the following be substituted: — 

“Might (’ouneillois to be ap])ointed by the Riovincial Government 
of whom thiee shall he members of the Scheduled Castes and 
one fiom the Anglo-Indian communitv, and the remainder 
shall he appointed.” 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in moving my amendment I must once again 
point out the great injustice done to the Anglo-Indian community in 
allotting us two scats only in the Calcutta Corpoiation on the basis of 
numerical strength, and not met it. 

The old pto\cih sa\s “Truth is the daughter of Time.” And Time 
has now revealed the ticatment meted out to us. This must 
attract the attention of every member in this House, after the lecent 
Hindu deputation to the Governor o\ei tin* sei vices ratio, when they 
based their claims on merit. «- 

The Moslems who are no per rent, of the population in Bengal have 
agreed to accept ’>() per cent, of the appointments in the sei vices; the 
Scheduled ( hi-tes who an* IS per cent, of the population have been 
given lo pci cent, of the appointments, provided they are qualified, 
thus we have T> per cent, set aside for the General Constituency which 
makes up the balance 1*7 per cent, of the population, and of this the 
caste Hindus are about ‘Jn per cent. 

Therefoie, Sir, if the Moslems and Scheduled Castes who total 73 
per cent, are agreeable to accept 6b per rent, and surrender 8 per cent, 
of the whole or 10 per cent, jf their dues on a population basis, to allow 
for others in thh General Constituency, who may be equally or better 
qualified, wbv can’t the Hindus and Moslems in the same spirit jof 
democracy meet the Anglo-Indian claiiqs in the Calcutta Corporation? 
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Sir, is there to be no justice for the minorities? Are not the mem- 
bers of tills Hous^e under an obligation *o Ihe people to do what is just, 
fair and reasonable? Or must we ltetfound wanting* in the words of the 
Prophet for Mobamed said 'Two things I abhor: the learned in his 
infidelities and the fool fti his de\otions 

Surely we should not be found waiting after tin* courageous and 
magnanimous promise made \\ the Pn mier. the Hon'ble Mr. A. K. 
bazl # ]fin|, who said "As leganl- the Ang)o-l udian comiiHtniU we 
have made a beginning b\ recognising their politieal existence as a 
community, and allotting two seats to them. But it they are of 
opinion that fins rejwesent.it ion ts inadequate it is eetlainlv not the 
last word on tin* subject, (internment will be {inquired to consider any 
r ejn esi*n I at ion that will be made on behalf of the Anglo-Indian nine 
iMinitx not rneteU regarding the method of icjoe-cntat ion hut also the 
quantity of tcpresetifat am in tin- f ’ahuMa ( < i r pu* ition 

Me theieioie feel stile of Moslem -u|q>oit in this mutter and fail 
to see an\ tea on \\h\ the < aste Hindus will refuse us their support to 
get a just quota m the ( a o? point ion ha-rd on merit since they based 
their claims in the seiwces on merii 

But if it is the political question that is worn mg tin* leaders of the 
two opposite parties, then what can he fairer than tor the Goxermnent 
party which m tin* main are Moslem-, to nominate an Anglo-Indian, 
ami for the (inner, tl ( oust itiiem\ which in the main me ( nsi<» Hindus 
to set aside a seat tor Anglo-Indians, and through the influence of 
these men to ti\ and win over the two independent Anglo-Indians who 
will hold their -eats h\ election without the* lndj> of eithei Moslem or 
Hindu. This will plane us somewhat in tin* saine position in the 
Scheduled (aste-. who 1o-da\ are being wbiHulled b\ both jmrties, 
w llile we fmd tlo* hurojiean Grouj> standing together ami heejorig aloof 
to hold the balance. It is nothing hut catuial that tin* minorities will 
stand bv the major group, which is in *wupath' with their needs and 
adjurations It, is gratifying to note that a Moslem gentleman has 
voiced the cnu-c of the Anglo-Indians, t«o ulinh wc* arc* grateful, but 
*ve are rather disappointed to find that no I a-te Hindu lias done so. 

With flfHse few word- I move m\ amendment for a nominated seat 
and l Itust (lm House *il! sujijM.it it (Ajqdanse.) 

Mr. sf ED JALALUDDIN HASHljMY : Sir, I rise to oppose the 
motion. I am in entire svmjwithx with Mr. Griffiths when he says that 
one Anglo-Indian member should he # nominated by (jovernment. So 
far I agree withdhim and I am quite prepared to give him that conces- 
sion. The demand is entirely legitimate Jmt w ith regard to his sugges- 
tion that 8 councillors be ajqmintcd ffy the Provincial Government I 
•an not agiee. This House after a careful consideration agreed to the 
proposal of Government that *S seats^should be given to the nominated 
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member*, Rut the Bengal Legislative Council after'a very careful con- 
sideration have reduced the iAimber from 8 to 4. Sir, I for myself even 
do not agree that there should be fpur seats for nominated members. Sir, 
it is our declared policy that the system of nomination should be 
altogether abolished in local bodies. It is cur declared policy not 
to-day. It was so three years ago. When we started our election 
campaign in the year 19d(i we*made it dear in our election manifesto 
that we ^ould try our level best to do away with the system of nomi- 
nation in local bodies. We expected that this ^ Government under 
Provincial autonomy would give due consideration to the sentiments of 
the people of Bengal and Calcutta. The feeling against<the system of 
nomination in the muft'asil is known to every member of this House 
returned from the muft’asil. The feeling is no less in Calcutta. Sir, 
if we claim to have any experience of the views of the rate-payers of 
Calcutta, T can at once say that almost cent per cent, of the rate-payers 
of Calcutta are against the system of nomination in the Corporation of 
Calcutta. The Corporation of Calcutta now consists of 92 
members and under the present Bill it will be 98 members. 
Sir, I am definite that all sections, all special interests 
and minorities have been properly represented on the Corporation of 
Calcutta. 

< 

(At this stage the Adjournment Motion fixed for (>-‘10 was taken 
tip). 


Adjournment Motion 

On Situation created due to Prohibition of Protective Work of Kurigram 
Town from Erosion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move that this 
Assembly do now adjourn to discuss a definite matter of urgent public 
importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the situation created by 
the action of the local Magistrate prohibiting the protective work of 
Kurigram town from erosion through the floods of the river Dharla.* 
Sir, I have the painful necessity of drawing attention to the serious 
state of affairs prevailing in Kurigram, through this Adjournment 
Motion and I trust the members of the Government would realise the 
seriousness of the situation and deal with the adjournment motion in 
the light of human consideration and in the light of public v' which 
they proclaim are so dear to them. Sir, the House is fully aware that 
in the course of the Budget disciissions we had made it perfectly clear 
that in various North Bengal and East Bengal towns the problem of 
problems is the danger of erolion. While in other parts of Bengal there 
is the problem of river training, there is the problem of decaying rivers 
and dying waterways, in East and North Bengal the problem is that 
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of erosion. How to save the population from the ravages of flood has 
been the greatest concern of people in those areas. Sir, in the Budget, 

in view of the setious state of affairs- 

• • 

Tin Hon’bla MahirtJ| 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cottimbazar: 

On a point of order, Sir. Can the honourable member refer to the policy 
of Government in respect of erosion Y ^lould he not coniine himself to 
the particular order of the Magistrate* 

• 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Adjournment Motion is only for the pur|Mwe 
of discussing ^specific matter, namely, the order of the Subdivisional 
Magistrate regarding Die stoppage of protective work and 1 think that, 
so far as that is c<flicerned, he can refer to it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I certainly do not intend to 
criticise Government policy so far as the Irrigation Department »* 
concerned in regard to eroMon I only want to develop my argumcm 
as to how the action of the Subdivmmnal Magistrate has been ho very 
severe and what serious effects it will have on the imputation. Sir, 
my honourable friend, now an llon'ble Minister, knows it very well 
that human life and property are a* dear to members of the Opposition 
ancPto people who do not belong to the Coalition Party an human lite 
ami property are to members of the Government and of the Coalition 
Party. In this particular case of Kurigram, it is a melancholy 
history of how the piotection work, undei taken b\ Government some- 
time ago, work which was sanctioned and approved by Government, 
work tor which this very Assembly had provided a very substantial 
sum of money, was abandoned, because it was discovered by some esti- 
mable members of the Coalition Paify 

The Hovt’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Coseim* 
bazar: May I again draw' your attention to the last statement of the 
honourable mepil*er. Si r ^ Is the honourable meml»er in order in 
referring to the question of the abandonment of the protective work in 
gloving the Adjournment Motion Y 

Mr. SPEAKER 8 I am afraid that the history of this bund is cer- 
tainly to some extent relevant. I hope you will remember that the 
issue before the House is the order of the Subdivisional Magistrate 
and to what extent that order has brought about the present position. 
Hr is therefore entitled to make a historical survey. 

• • 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am su; prised why my 
esteemed friend is *o very touchy about Ahis very important problem, 
particularly when he knows very well how strong feelings are main- 
tained by the people of that locality, of whom he happens to be the 
8 
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unfortunate zamimlar and to whom he cannot , give any relief. 
Sir, in that place, for year* now, the river has been behaying in a 
manner very dangerous to the town. The people of Kurigram have 
been insistently approaching Government for saving, them from the 
erosion. Observations were taken, experts devoted long hours, and 
heaps of papers were wasted to find out what should be the best 
scheme. A scheme was drawn* up, and yn the basis of the recommen- 
dation of these experts, 1 am sure. — and not on the basis of any 
imaginary formula — money was provided in the b f udget and sancfioned 
by the House. Thereafter the Dharla did not show any signs of 
receding from the town, and during the last winter people who were 
apprehensive of further trouble during this rainy season did make 
every effort to impress upon the Government the Urgency of the pro- 
tective work in the months of January, February, March and April. 
This was undertaken, and a part of the work was done. 1 am inform- 
ed that a substantial part of the protective work was arranged for and 
nearly half the amount allotted in the budget was actually spent... 
(Balm Nagkndha Nath Sen : More than half). . 1 say, nearly, because 
there may be some question as to the actual figure. In this very 
House on the 2£nd May last an attempt was made to draw the atten- 
tion of Government to the seriousness of the situation and it was 
partly through your intervention and parth because of the informal 
assurances thereafter held out, this adjournment motion could not be 
pressed . 

Thu Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Disallowed, not ‘not pressed.’ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, not pressed ; it is our lan- 
guage, it is the language of the Opposition. 

Thereafter, Sir, in reply to a question the Hon’ble Minister ex- 
plained the circumstances under which the proteeti\e work was 
abandoned, and in reply to a certain supplementary question he 
gave us the assurance that the matter would again be investigated, 
and was pleased to give us the hint that we should not press the 
matter + 

Tht Hon’blo Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I never gave any assurance. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Because that would probably 
make the matter worse. We waited and waited to find out that before the 
rainy season set in Government would make a move an<f take any measure 
to protect the few houses atfd Jhe few buildings that are still lying 
near the brink of the river and that are seriously threatened with 
flood. But nothing of the kind was done. 
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The Hon’bla Mlharaja 8RI8CHAND&A NANOY, of Coaimtenri 

How lonfc will the honourable member tike to develop his point? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: A point is that which has existence but no 
magnitude. < Laughter.) 

• * 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thereafter, Sir, private members 
who Tost all hope of # getting red res* and relief through the machinery 
of Government — although some of them an* title-holders and have 
given good setjjrire** to the f io\ enunent in the past -have realised that 
from tlit* present Government the\ are not going to get any relief. 
So they undertook tin* protective work at their own expense. Khan 
Bahadur Khaimuddin (’haudhtin is one of such unfortunate gentle- 
men who had pinned their faith m the Government in the past, hut 
was disillusioned. lie undertook protective work for his own house 
himself and also for the pjotertion of the houses of some of his 
neighbours. He had not the good offices of the Government to advise 
him us to how best he could <arr\ on the protection work and all that 
he could d<» was to get ad\tre of local people, particular 1\ of those who 
go about in the riveis and who have some knowledge of tin* course of 
the*rivei in that area In ucrmdanee with their advice. Sir. he 
undertook to put bamboo spikes in the rivet bed and had also a few 
old boats capsized near his house to protect his house from being 
destroyed b\ splashes of water These are ihe two processes that he 
felt won Id gne neeessarx protection Tins was going on even when 
Government members were knocking near about. The Irrigation 
Department men saw it The\ generally approved of it because they 
felt that when they were themselves helpless, it was not for them to 
stand in the way of private pel son- making an effort to protect their 
own household ami property I am informed that this Khan Bahadur 
had spent not less than Ks o.OfMf on this protective work. No estimate 
can be given lik# Government estimates, but of course if the amount of 
work is examined, the proportionate expenditure would work out to 
ifbout the said sum on the same ha-i* on whi<;h Government figures 
are obtained In spite of the fact that he undertook the work 
himself and th* local offcrers as well as the officers who claim to be 
experts under the Government had an opportunity of examining the 
work, no objection yvas raised in the beginning. This went on for a few 
weejis, and thereafter all of a sudden, last week end. he got a peremp- 
tory order asking him to explain why he had undertaken this protection 
work ahd was aslyd to show cause before the District, Magistrate why 
he should not be legally proceeded against. Sir, it is a phenomenon 
that can only happen under the present Government. • I shall come to 
tjje basic conclusion that I want to bring home t* Government. It 
appears that Government have got a notion that certain rivers should 
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not have protective barriers on their sides. It is quite possible that they 
have got advice that withoift protection the rivers ^ill behhve in a 
better manner. I warn Government against such atjvice. I submit, 
Sir, that when we have got houses built and property — valuable 
property — on the sites, it does not lie on the phrt of Government to take 
such advice and to take risks ^hrough which human life and property 
would be endangered. There is yet time* 1 appeal to Government to 
revise their former decision and at least to direct the local Magistrate 
not to interfere with private persons or with the arrangements made 
for the protection of private properties and private lives. 

Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, fhe Kurigram town 
protection scheme has been before the Government for a pretty long 
time, and, if I remember aright, the scheme received administrative 
sanction as far back as the year 1927, but for want of funds the work 
could not be taken up till 1930. In the year 1930, Sir Nazimuddin 
himself went to the locality, visited the spot, and ordered that the 
work should be taken up. The work was taken up accordingly — I mean 
the long overdue protection work at Kurigram. This protection work 
was done in 1930 with bamboo piling, technically known as fascine 
work. Unfortunately, Sir, it did not prove very successful; but n^v'er- 
theless, it did not prove altogether abortive but partial success was 
ensured and this prevented to some extent the hastening of the ruination 
of the town. The protection work of the kind was also undertaken in 
the year 1937, with like result. In the year 1938 it was also arranged 
that, the same process would be repeated, but the flood having risen 
early, it could not be done. The town was therefore thoroughly exposed 
and a great portion of it was swallowed by the river. After this, the 
portfolio came into the hands of the Hon hie the Maharaja. The 
Muharaju also visited the locality and gave us advice, to the effect that 
no time should be lost in beginning the work in 1939. Early in 1939 
the Maharaja was kind enough to receive a deputation of some 
influential gentlemen of Rangpur and Kurigram including my poorself. 
We waited on him and explained the matter fully, whereupon he came 
to the conclusion that the matter was urgent and should Me expedited, 
as much as possible. # 

Provision, however, was made in the budget for the year 1939-40, 
and a sum of Rs. 8o,000 was sanctioned for this work. Bht this time 
the protective work was not to be of the nature hitherto undertaken. 
It was to be done by brick-mattressing inasmuch as bamboo fascine 
work was not hopefully successful in previous yeprs. Now * having 
decided that the present protective work should be in the form of 
brick-mattressing, directly tfie rbudget was passed, the work was taken 
in hand in right earnest, everything went on briskly. Slope-cutting 
was made, all materials were brought to the site, wire nettings were 
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spread over nearly .three-fourths of the ^laoe to be covered and bricks 
were interlaid and after haviug done all ^ie*e things— and when three* 
fourths of the work had been done and onh one-fourth of the woVk 
remained to be i*one and it was to be* completed only with Its. 7.000 as 
labour cost — we know noj why all on a sudden the Government sent a 
wire to the local officers to discontinue the work. 

, • 

Now . Sir., nohodv on our sole knew hju tiling about the reason which 
led Government all on a sudden to stop the work. The people of 
Kurigram came to leant <d the stoppage ot the work only when the work 
was actually stopped In our benign Go\ernment ! Hut what could the 
people do in their UMei dwies** The\ in their helplessness sent 
memorials to the (Hurt Minister anti to the lion hie the Maharaja. The 
peoples association, the town protection committee, the Muhammadan 
Association and the local branch of the Muslim Longue all joined 
hands 1 he\ sent representations - one allet another with a view' to 
persuading the Government to lomplete the protective work, but, Sir, 
all those representations weir i, ist tn the winds A tier that, private 
negotiations wrie going on. so that the gods might he propitiated 


Jflr, SPEAKER: Mr Jlaijue, 1 am s<<n\ to observe that you are 
dilating too nun h on evtraneou* tmitiin 1 hop' \oti will coniine \our 
speef h to the point at issue (Mi. Swiosij Ktuvir Hvsr ; Let him 
sa\ how the gods are pi opit luted ! I 


Kaii EMDADUL HAQUE: • s ii, 1 am oni> developing my 
argument with a view to connect it with the mattei under discussion. 
The Magistrate •* unwarranted oidei has a long historv behind it. 

Now. Sir, when we tiled our l»»*st to win the good feelings of the 
gods and of the members of the opposite side, we Weie told that some 
gentleman ot the (’oahtion Part \ would visit the locality and send in 
a report to the Government on first hand knowledge and verily we 
found that our good friend, Khan Bahadur Al-Haj MbuJm Shah Ahdur 
Rauf, whu^s just now sitting opposite me ifnd who is no le*s a 
personage than the \ ice-f’hatrman of the Kungpur District Hoard, and 
an Assistant Government Pleader went lo the loeulity during the water- 
hyacinth peck, inspected the site, and being thoroughly eonvitieed 
expressed his wonder and gave us ever# hope that he would send in a 
report to Government supporting our just cause. He saw* with his own 
eyes that three-fourths of the work Uud been finished, and already ten 
thousand rupee* tiad been saved due to over estimate and he told u# 
before a large assembly that ours was a pood ease and be would surely 
send in a favourable report so that tlie remaining one-fourtb of the 
#ork might be finished. We do not know-. Sir, whether he submitted 
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any report since then, but heboid us that he woi^d submit one. I 
distinctly remember that wh^n I asked him about it, he toi<| me that 
he had sent in a report supporting our cause. • 

(The House was then adjourned for fifteen minutes . ) 


( After adjourn n fen t.) 

< 

Kali EMDADUL HAQUE: Sir, it is not understood why Govern- 
ment changed its mind all on a sudden and sent a wire for stopping 
the protective work at Kurigram. When the work wrfs first started, 
both t tie Government and the local people were of ^ne mind and were 
working together in sympathy, collaboration and co-operation. They 
were pulling on well and the work was carried on pleasantly and har- 
moniously; but yet all on a sudden the work was discontinued. It is 
really a mystery why this was done. Just fancy that in accordance 
with the wishes of the local officers main local people dismantled their 
houses in order to facilitate the protective work tn the hope that the 
cradle of their infancy and the field of their professional career might 
be saved but they have now to suffer on account of stoppage of the 
work beyond an\ measure. 

Sir, when the order for starting the protective work was communi- 
cated to t he local o.ffieers at Kuiigram, all sections of the people were 
united there— 1 lie Muslim League, the Muslim Association, the People’s 
Association that is, people of all shades of opinion and creed forgot 
their differences, forgot that they belonged to different groups and joined 
together in their prn\er for continuing this protective work to its 
finish, but all their attempts proved futile. Government were deter- 
mined not only to discontinue the work but to let go the work that was 
so far done at an enormous expense of Its. 47,000! 

Now, Sir, originally it was decided that the work *was to be taken 
up from as far up as Khan Bahadur Khaimuddin Uhowdhury’s house 
and the Khun Bahadur donuted towards this protective work upon thia 
assurance. But subsequently the Irrigation Officers of Government 
§aid that the amount was not sufficient to do i \ ie work up to his house; 
so certain portion — about 400 yards from the Khan Bahadur’s land — 
had to be left out. But then the Khan Bahadur proceeded with a protec- 
tive work of a different type his own cost and with his own labour 
in order to save his house and property from destruction. He started 
this work as a matter of exigency with the full knowledge of the offi- 
cials, local or otherwise and it proved to he of gTeat ifelp to the protec- 
tive work undertaken by th^ (government rather than a hindrance to 
it. May I dsk whpt made the Government then change its mind 
subsequently. I think. Sir, there is some motive behind this action, 
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otherwise there is *10 reason why aftei^ spending* about Rs. 47,000— 
indeed net a paltry sum— over this work aud after finishing three- 
fourths of the W(frk it sltouhl l>e stopped all on a sudden. 

Conclusion, however is irresistible that Government stopped the work 
purely and absolutely fnftn a motive That motive is to undo its own 
work so far tlone to gratifs the :ul a local Coalition metnlwr. 
Indeed the protection work taken up In Government was not in any 
way interfered with In the protection work taken up h* Maulvi 
Khaimuddin Choudhfiry but \ t*t the Government de< ided that he would 
discontinue the work This is not because the work was harmful, but 
because the Government dal not want that this protection work which 
was st renythenitiLT 4 he Government pioteitive woik should be done and 
the Kurigrum town saved. For the mattei ol that when the Govern- 
ment found that Khan Buhudui Khaimuddin Clioudhmy s work — * 

I Heir the uiembeT having re;u hed his time-limit resumed hi** seat.) 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTAPADH Y AY : tot wrt* 

itthtci ci <j 9 «t t?T $rhtit?c«t 9 * 9 rc*f 9 fair bo ewers c*o 

W*w c^R stcttoV at ^3 M$*fcHC "39 cwr a 9 $T fifarcr grrf»tT 9 zflfz n, 

toi^ croft m? at cvtcicr i jy^nt afat* «tnt 

tot:*? srafarj 1 wvrvz irr? *W9 w ?o it 

cTO bo atm? to^ acwfr ! at air-conditioned bnnw fin c 9 tch arf^r cirri 
to rr*** fan y^riryr:^ *p9nT»m & at nfam? mwn cTOCIH 

it vz'tvs at ^3? r*T5r cift o bon 

WTWtr- fifanrr ilfar h. <rs«rnr?$9 a* ^3 orrr^T ^ ^nwnr artnf 
wo croft 1 stt*? ry^Tz bo fniSi cw^ttiti srrot wt*rt 9T *otii 
ct. fryr H97 ht* 9T9 bo wit 9*0 97 arc*? toto hr c w oi 9Ty1 sr? cicn 
d* it ertnnr bo in. hr rr^? »tht 939. stot toh'ch'G cro riti or iti tocti 
*X-t! 91 T 9 froum cro 979>*r str* *r 9 ^ wo cto;t$ croa 

tot bo htc*ri tost «?n ittstt ^ a^bf. wreo? cat mH ssfars ai&T 
to a«ro RP*t *rrft. sgrTr to, -*73 r?t? arnr *t$ 9 T 9 c*rrTO ,f i 

(Laughter ) aiTTR IfTTC 1J1 TOC'#t 9^ 4T? W C9TO 917R f?Ptj 

W^jrn Cl. Hit ?nwr 9^5t I » 7 f» T M* tT 4 fTWCH 9TT*rTT9 •WTOH 9*01 
C1HTI WfCIC’f)! CHt artful •tflfrlt «TTR9T CHClfft tstlfl bO COO fHCl f lAW 

201 va TOTl cso bo HIT C1TC9 TOT 9*T9 fTO TO I W f C l'S C* 

« 

Tht Honlile Maharaja 8RI8CHANMA HANDY, of Cositmbazarx 

I am afraid that is not true. 

• 1 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADH YA Y: ivtwt, «rifi a^; mym 

*K * 1 wfi ficF *H4t« no frobrsoi t ^??no tot frrroi itthtci 

CTO 1TTOT CTOOl IT. f&V CHt TO TO9TO1 9*01 tVsTfS’ CTO 

TO’til TOR TO t CTO ffTO wfi ci cioff ci, H9rtt ait ilfs— 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I am aftaid, Mr. Chatterji, you are not restrict- 
ing your remarks to the poipt at issue. You may speak generally. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOpXdHYAY: TOfafe 

rrcff — WfRC'S? <3* C? sflfc C?, ?<R TO? 5TR' CSTOT ?tr otr 

c$ r ? C R ?r ®rr? srttos fai; tot?c$ rr? ?r, a* ottoot?? tois 

nwtoHJro torr totto rotf? i ' ctottrs ottt? cott fro tot 

District Foard a$ ?*TC?? <1HTC? iW f? TOT? frlTT <T?M ?TTO?T 

fa*\J «TTO TO?* OT?T TO? R?l Wt TOTOT?? to? TOT TO? TOROT?? 

m«t? TOOT*? ®R* TO^fYSTT? — fafa RTTOffTOR STTOTTOT f? TO?TO — 4?T?8T? ??*T 

t 

OT? TO? ?TT? 

r 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8HCHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

I am sorry to say that that is not a correct statement of facts. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY : cwr aimwW toto to 
it rrc?? ^r^trr totc?c? i <£ric??i . ?t?t -nt? otHj? 41 # c^kcis ot?is 

*TTTO 4'wHr? w$[ R$?T? 5R T *(R 4*^21 44TX1 fOT?C?, 3* ?4R *SRl? SROTOTRCOTT 
f???T CU^Tr « TO? OTT? ?*T?T ?<R TO? 4 TOT OTR TO? <34f*R a? RtfS'l fnc? 

tot to $ ?ttotc? a*TR Stott e S'tol ot? ?c?t b ®fr? $n? Rto ( R«?r 

TOT I 5 TR J '? $TvMl? ®)W*0 C5l"<^?*t <£l?T SRT 0 $R 4^1 4 $OTt TOT ?C?T >34$R 
n yero e tori to* ctottr toI f??r^ e?, otto stt$? to 

tR. OT$?^ to> ??. 4«R CTO^T ?$ ?$ TOT? 4<R G?T OT®T $TOCR to CTO? 
TO OTTO 4* TO? TO TOTT?? OTfTTO 0 tfc TO 5TR? WTO ?? I TOR C?Wt 

OT OT^foR OTTO? TOl to? SRC? OTtoOT CTO? TO? TO? 5 STOTO? 5ROTOT?? OTTO 
ST^TT? 4OT 50faC?f?TOT, a?” fcf?€ OTfaTOOTR COTTOto? “3 TO? CTO? to SC?. 4TO 
TORT ®0f? CF&T RTOOTT’ OT? *0? SWOT TO? TOfOTOT TO: 4OT TOTTTOS TOtoT 
?to: fof? ®tt? ?*TO? <s 5TOt3 ^ttto^r *rr i TO?r tottc? >s*r c?tc? to??, tstt? tot? 
rnrron 


Mr. 8peaktr: Mr. Chattcrji, you must confine \ou?self to the point 
at issue. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: ??TO/ ^^JTTO c? 

TOT? C7t* ?TT*rr? ®TTt? TOT 'SjfrZ to WflWfr? =TlfOTT f?T r TO 

cf i?;f? i tot *m W? ?t»to?? fro ctr ?f? r* $c?r Wh? tot 

i f R Tg rf? CTO? TOn?TO sun totj Sh;?t^5' to ^tori C? ?T?T? 

jqfa To Cn fTO TOT R* l Hardinge Bridge ?*u>r.o f?C? CTO1 
5TTOT TOT? nRT? TOT CTOT TOl to? *T? t«R wagon <5? n? wa^on to 
CTOTR TOT? CTOC? I OTTOf WTO SC^ CTO TOH? TO5* \ » TOnW^f? STTO tano 

CTOTt ?^H? OTTOC^ TO aCTOI W C? TOC? OTTO TO ??T? fY? 

afro TOT R*. TOT’TOTO TO W? OT*?T OTTO ?*T? ^TO l ?t? TO^? TOJ TOW TOT 8 
Htllf?e OT? TOT TO I $?;« TO? TOTTO? TOfR OTOT I OTTO? COT$T f«tCl?Tt fl^Cl? TO 
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mm 5htor mi m fr row A\mn , m wtt farocm fw 5wn towti 
ac*ro? m ir mzs fro? «fltr » g ra yu ro w » gfo. tow to tt w? fin? afff 
«t$<?TOS? *toto wz* tout cro? •wTstw^u mu casftav 

*tf to to. w? w5?t ato? cro* trot n? fw qrcr fat*. wmfa fata wit tort 

W*l | TOW CWW CTO arr CTO ?W hunger march TO WTOW so-called 
Government ft? fa w wttwtt cto? «ht*r ft wwt?t wit snro i «ro c to* 
Btwt? fro crfro * 

• # 

Mr. SPEAKER ?• Order. pU'ii^e l am afraid, Mr. Uhutterji, I 

shall have to rule uni out nt order il \ou do not di*eu>* on the rele- 
vant point. You are. not ‘•peaking about Kungrum 

• 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY : wfa tort crotf* nrota 

WTO, iwto? sro? toto to a * 5 ? ws «tr*r *H~$T"*r :?9 toto, w? to 

wto totoi 3* ^ wr? - *rs«f^rc$? tffa artt ^tou «reTO*<> 

to^cst to s*s cros to wcrrt to stto^ fary? ?rc? ?rfa cront 

pfm pto 5 m fro to? c?*c« «Rn2TT ^ *** wt? to* cm? to st: toith 

CTOTO? C?. 3TO9‘ TO? ST? *03 TOT? TO?7 *t?5 CTO? CTO ! >33 frPTT TOT? W 

TOUT? TO ■ ?Ttf TO 3*T’*TT TO?TO ?T 3T? STO UTTOW WT? 3*1? TO3 

¥TO 9^ 3*1? C^Ttor $FTf? C9TC?TOl f?TOT fcrd TOT? &TTO TOT? 

TOT$ *T?F TO *f?T? ! 3T? *T? 3T CTO* TOT? JTO C?5 TOT?. I&Tt TO 

*rf$ r .9 CTOTORI 3* ?*? TO? C'TT^T C?tf WTO «TT 3TTO 4TWrt 311 

WTO W9W5pi to?T? 3! TOT. *r?T s^Vta? t"?f * r TO< WW. 34* ^9 §TTO 
CTO «TTTOW CTO? ST? 6 Warfare* ?WT ??? 3W flraatfftnw $?R* WWT 4T 5?. 
3TTO fa C? *wr 3 1 <r fc fa sr i s*?T S c 3l :5 t: 9 fin=r sr^ wlc?? s^»TOt C4TT9R 
a(T. & air-conditioned hall 39 ?!?T? C? wr< W, ?T?1 :<C3 htt^ st, 

TOT hunger march TOT9CT W9 TO ho-ciiIJihI 

hunger marcher TOT* TOt* to?T 5 w:n chwt erro CTO? ffTtw — <af« TO 
g fgfsftR^* TO?3*a? ?JT?TlTtt>4 *Tf*fTO»$9 tTTTO 3 99TW •rfiTOTt TO?T f?»i; 
TO ?" i CTO ff^, TOTCW f wT rfg g 3^=<tTO? 3TTO* TO 

to n fro 3 wro?? *lts yncsi 9r?^?'?n ctoj to? to ?$* jn- 

TOW C3^T ^t*?T 3F?TS sr -CTS f w^gt i*W ST?T sit* 5TTO3 TOC?S ST t C*t 9RT, 

wto to f sf<?TO . w ^ wwr? fst<rrro aro? support 

wr StF3. 3 ?r fpw'n rro? srftc? c? 5 H Sts^ — c?, to, ^t?a 

CTOOT for CTO WTO?? N ?1t3— cn 3TO3 t 

% 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMAD: NTT, 1 am very sorry thpt this 
mrftter has been the subject mutter of discussion this evening by thin 
House. I know, Sir, this Dharla affair ; I had l>een to that place and 
I saw with ny\ f>wn eyes the devastations that wfre Wing caused by 
this Dharla river. Frotu the statement •( Kaai Sahib I t an very well 
understand that about Rs. 47, IKK) has 1 been spent oil protection work. 
Uut I do not know for what reasons Government took it into their 
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Beads to stop the protection wark from being extended. Sir, I happen 
know something about thjs grant of money of Rs. 85,00Q. I was 
in the Cabinet then. I do not want to discuss what 4ook place in the 
** Cabinet but after a long discussion and deliberation, t&king everything 
that could be said on both sides into consideration, viz., why the 
protection work should be undertaken, what were the reasons against 
the protection work being takei* up and \jhy should so much money be 
spent on the protection work against destruction by the Dharla river, 
it was decided in the Cabinet that Rs. 85,000 should be spent on pro- 
tection work. Sir, Government should have a policy and a consistent 
policy. I fail to understand how tins work which is no^ only humani- 
tarian work but an urgent work that should have been taken up by 
Government long before — 1 do not know win the wArk was .stopped at 
a time when good money of the people to the extent of Rs. 45,000 was 
spent. What were the reasons, people do not know and I shudder 
to think what would be the consequences of the flood that would be 
caused by the overflow’ of water when the flood season will come I 
do not know*, Sir, whether the reasons are political. T know, as a 
matter of fact, that Knzi Emdadul Ilaque was the man who was behind 
this move. Because Kuzi Sahib happens to be in the opposition, 
possibly it might have entered into the heuds of those who aie ruling 
this province that if this work is done, if thi.s beneficent work is done, 
if flu’s humanitarian work is done and if the homes and properties of 
thousands of that place be saved, possibh the credit ot that work would 
go to Knzi Emdadul TTaque. I do not know the reason, but it is shame- 
ful for Government to stop the work after having done half the work. 
Sir, Kurigrum is a town. I remember there was u discussion. Govern- 
ment propel tie* are also involved in it. Supposing these properties are 
destroyed, Government will have to build another town. They will 
have to spend large sums of money for that. I know, as a matter of 
fact, the question of shifting Xoakhali headquarters lias been pending 
for a long time. Engineer after engineer w’ent there. Minister after 
Minister went there including the Hon’hle the Chief Minister. Up till 
now there has been no decision. I know that this protection work, so 
far as the Dharla river is concerned, must be taken up. It is bouuck 
to be taken up. Supposing Government do not take it inUrfheir head 
to have that protection work, Kurigrum will be washed away. Gov- 
ernment will have to build another town. Government will have to 
build houses to accommodate couits and other offices. People who 
have houses in Kurigram will li\*ve to shift themselves to another place 
where Government would choose to build the Subdi visional headquar- 
ters. Sir, these trere the reasons und many others were talked of why 
this protective work should be taken up. ' 

Sir, I cannot say that the District Magistrate did ^it as a whim or out 
of caprice; it must be part of a consistent policy. I cannot just at the 
present moment put the whole blame on the shoulder of our friend 
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over there, the Maharaja Sahib of Ormsimhaiar, hut I can visualise the 
consequences of the step that Government have taken. Sir. I found * 
the Maharaja Sahib sometimes to flare up when the policy of Govern- 
ment was being .discussed. I shall lfsten with rapt attention uml give 
my closest consideration to what will come from the Maharaja Sahib 
as to the reason why he took it into his head to stop this work. Sir. 
the Khan Bahadur is a man v^\n was in«the good hooks of Government 
and I thought* that for his pond humanitarian work he would lw» Knighted 
overnight hut I find jliat instead of being Knighted, he has l>A*n served 
with a notice as to win he should not he legally proceedetl against. 
If this f»e the jwdir \ ot the present (iovernment, the sooner that policy 
is abandoned and the* man who is behind it makes room for another 
the better; it will Hb not onl\ to the credit of the people of this province, 
but will also I *e mi from the point of \ lew ot hum.milx. from the point of 
view of goodness, finm the point ot \ u*w of good administration, and 
from the point of \ ihi of the futute of the whole nation. 1 do not want 
to take much mm' ot th<> Hoiis t « <A \oiti i hum iim ('o\mto> Minch: 
Thank \oin Yes, 1 would on!\ s;»\ this that m\ thanks are over- 

due 1 thank \ou all for the patient hearing that \«»u have given me 
in spite of \oui heart-huniing lint all the same 1 believe the time has 
come when senses should dawn on this (io\enimeni and the adtuinist ra- 
tio* including those who are sitting on their light and supporting 
them, and the\ should know how. ntespeotne of the men who are in tlie 
Opposition. irrespective of th< men who heln-xe not tn then wavs of 
thinking, a po!ic\ of Government should he londmted on lines which 
may he even diffctent from those th»*\ ale thinking of I again thank 
the metnbeis of the House for the rapt attention with winch tiny have 
given me a healing 

Mr. dATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: Sir, in 199i the 
Iloti’hle Minister was eonviced ot tin* necessity <*f protection of the 
town, and in that year provision of H- 4H.IHMI was made in the budget; 
but owing to ettfU rains it was giien up Then in the budget of 
19*19-40 provision was aguin made and the work was taken up in 
February and continued up to the end of March, 19*19, when all of a 
sudden tht^work was stopper! by a telegram No reason was assigned 
why the work should Ik* ^ topped Representations from various organi- 
sations of the town — Hindu and Muhammadan — were will to the 
Hon’ble I&nister and to other Ministers as well hut without any effect. 
Then. Sir, when it was known that thf^ work had lw*en abandoned bv 
the Government, this gentleman Khan Bahadur Khaimuddin took upon 
himself the work of protecting tfie town and he spent more than 
Rs. 5,000 by th^ middle of .Tune 1 saw with nn own eves how he 
atrove to make hi* attempt a successful* one. He sank two country 
boats loaded with sand hags and dived Sul logs ^aim hauilioo spikes 
into the river, and the incomplete and abandoned protection work waa 
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thus to a great extent done by this Khan Bahadur. # But all of a sudden 
he was served with a notice to stop this work, and everybody was 
surprised as to the reason why the Khan Bahadur was asked to stop it, 
I have heard that orders have beem issued for his pro^cution as well — 
this is the state of things at Kurigram. If the Khan Bahadur be 
permitted to proceed with the work, then, Sir, we are sure that the 
abandoned protection work of khe Govenynent will be completed. But 
what prompted the Government to stop the Khan Bahadur from doing 
so is unknown to us. I hope Government wijl seriously take into 
consideration this matter and see that the protection work th’e Khan 
Bahadur has taken up may proceed. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDV, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, the question at issue in the adjournment motion is a simple one. 
Government has to give its verdict as to whether they approve or 
disapprove of the alleged action 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. On a point of order, Sir. May I 
enquire if you have accepted the closure motion!*' And in that case, 
may we understand that if the Hmi’ldc Mmislei speaks other members 
may as well follow. The adjournment motion will have to be discussed 
for two hours. If the closure motion is accepted, the TTou'hle Minister 
does not come in. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The Double Minister cannot speak when others 
are speaking. As a matter ot tact, this is the second time that the 
closure has l>een moved. I have not accepted so far the closure motion. 
That is why in order to guaid mwdf against a possible contingency I 
thought that on an important motion like this the House might be 
anxious to know the views ot the House and of the Government. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAJUMDAR: After the Hon’ble 

Mi liisler lias spoken, somebody may move the closure ipotion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That may be, but the Hon’ble Minister should no^ 
proceed with his speech. 

Tlw Hon’ble Maharaja 8RISCHANDRA SANDY, of Cossimbazar: 

Sir, as I was saying, the question at issue wus quite a simple one. It 
was whether Government approves or disapproves of the alleged order 
of the Magistrate prohibiting a particular resident of Kurigrant to 
undertake some sort of protective work to save his house, Sin, as I 
stated at the outset, we have no information on c the subject. On 
receipt of the notice of this notion we have telegraphed to the District 
Magistrate, Ran^pur, for a full‘report of the case. But so far we have 
not received any reply. I thought that it would have been mudl 
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better if the discussion had taken place to-morrow %o that we could, 
have beeft in a position to place full facts before the House. Sir, 
although a previous motion for dismissing the policy of Government 
for stopping th* protective work taken in hand by Government was 
disallowed by you, full Opportunity has l>een taken on the present 
occasion to discuss that question. Under the circumstances, 1 am 
compelled to refer to that imtRer as wefl. 

Sfr, the protective work at Kurigram has a long history. Hut 
before I dilate uj>on*that, I would like to inform the II oust* ii limit the 
police of Government in erosion problem in general. Sir. erosion is 
not a problem* for the towns only but it is a problem affecting large 
number of villages also ((Vies of “Hear, hear" from the Uoulition 
benches, i I am sure tin* honourable members ot the House would not 
expect us to undertake measures to protect the towns only leaving the 
villages to their fate. Government, therefore, have decider] to under- 
take protective work only in those places where Government properties 
were involved 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a pouit of order. Sir. I am 
only repenting the point ot order raised b\ m\ esteemed friend, the 
Hna'hle Maharaja Srischandra Xandy, narnclv, whether he himself 
is speaking relevantly 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr Sanval, I consider your point of order to In* 
absolutely frivolous (Cries of “Hear, hear" from the Coalition benches), 
for the simple reason that in spite of the fact that I tried to control 

the debate and the speeches, every speaker has raised a f*>int on the 

question of policy, and I think I)i Sanval knows it more than anybody 
else that the Hon’ble Minister lias to give a reply to all the points 
raised. 

Tto Hon’blt Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Couimbazar: 

Sir, I stated af the outset that I had no intention to refer to it but 

was compelled to do so as the matter was referred to by most of the 

previous speakers. Sir. in pursuance of the policy of Government 
which I sftrted just now. Government have heen taking meusure* to 
protect the town of Kufigram for some years in the past. They were 
with bamboo piles and with branches of trees more or less of a 
temporary* character. But subsequently it was decided that we 
should have something of a permanent nature — a brick mat tress wan 
decided upon and money was provided for in the budget. Subsequently, 
it transpired thaj the length intended to be provided for would not be 
aufficient to protert the town. Besides protective work of this nature 
has not been sufficiently tested to pr<^ve # a success in Bengal rivers, 
fir, the Chief Engineer was all along very pfstAmistic about this 
protective work, a* he thought that the erosion of Kurigram was far 
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too advanced (Di.*Na una ksh 4 Sanyai. : What aflout Rajshahi and 
Palma?) It was after the provision in the budget that it iranspired 
that the protective work besides being problematic to protect the town, 
would need further amounts of money in future years — -’much more than 
what has already been spent, to make the town quite safe. There is 
another point, Sir. During the unprecedented floods of last year there 
was a very heavy erosion in liurigrum, ^ns a result of which some 
Government buildings had to be dismantled. The value of Govern- 
ment property was theieby much reduced and the justification of 
spending a large sum of money became less. (Maulvi Anr Hossain 
Sakkah: What about private properties?; (Dr. Naijnaksha Sanyal: 
They are interested only in Government properties.) That was the 
reason, Sir, why Government was compelled to give up the project 
under circumstances over which the # \ had no control. 

Sir, it has been stated by the mover of the motion that some notice 
under some section has }>een issued by the Kubdivisional Officer. I am 
at a loss to understand under what section the Magistrate has issued 
the order. (Maulvi Anr Hossain Sakkah: Tie does not require any 
section.) The Embunkment Act is not in operation in that area. I 
do not know if the order has been under section 144 or under any o)Jier 
Act (Rai 11 \ H know \ Nath ('iiu diii hi : Public Security Act) or for 
the prevention of a breach of the peace. Besides, Sir. we do not know 
the nature of the protective work which is said to have been undertaken 
by the gentlemen referred to. I have already stated in answer to a 
supplementary question on this subject that Government have no 
objection to allow protective work of a minor nature which is under- 
taken by those local people who intend to protect individual houses. 
But, Sir, it is doubtful it any protective work of a major character 
which may adversely affect other areas would be allowed by Govern- 
ment. It may be, Sii, that by having protected one building it might 
endanger several other houses. (Laughter.) (Mr. Nishitha Nath 
Kuniut : What is the ease here?) We do not know, (laughter.) I 
am told by the honourable mover that this particular gentleman has 
spent no less than Rs. 5,000 for piling some bamboos and sinking twct 
old boats, and he has been criticising the Government estimates. Sir, 
if the piling of some bamboos and the sinking of two old boats cost 
Rs. 5,000, l am sure Government departments are in a much better 
position. I am sorry. Sir, that so much has been said aboift Govern- 
ment’s action but uuthing about the help and co-operation of the local 
people. Government provided Rs. 85,000. and may I state the 
amount of public subscription contributed. It was oujy Rs. 500. The 
District Board by their resolution promised to pay us only Rs. 2,000. 
Government woul^ certainly lfav» looked at the scheme from a different 
angle if the public had come forward with substantial contribution, 
but that was unfortunately not forthcoming. 
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Sir, I am sorryathat Haripada Babu has confused protective work 
with enrichments. The policy of Govenynent with regard to embank - 
menth has been dearly stated in m^ budget speech, and Government 
have come to thiTt conclusion on advice, a policy which is approved by 
the leading hydraulic engineers throughout the world. That is a 
gradual abandonment of the embankments which proved a curse to the- 
province. I do not want to dilate on that point any further. Sir, I 
would only appeal to the House not to be moved in any way by the very 
vague allegation against Government ofhceis on distoited turfs. 1 cun. 
give this assurance to the House that ii we find any officer taking any 
action contrary to the adopted policy of Government, Government 
certainly will deal with him properly. Sn , I can say this much ami 
nothing more. As # I have aheady stated, there might have been speciul 
circumstances for the officer to have taken that action. 

Babu MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: What arc those circum- 
stances? 

The Hovt’ble Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA NANDY, of Cossimbazarr 

As 1 have stated already, we do not know the facts yet. We were not 
given the opportunity to place all those tacts before you, for your 
coitfiderution 1 have therefore no other option hut to oppose thtr 
motion. 

The motion that the question he now put was then put and i* 
division taken with the following result : — 

AYES 111. 


Akiul Axil. Maalaaa Mi. 

AMal Mail, Mr. Mirxa. 

A Mai Halt. Mr. Mia. 

AMal Mafcaaai, Mr. 

AMal Hakiai. Maalvi. 

AMal Hakiai Vikraaipari, Maalvi Mi. 

AMal MaaiM, Mr. A. M. 

AMal KaaUi Mali. Maahji. 

Akialiakter. Maahrt. 

AMal KaBtr, Mr. alt m Ul Mtafe. 

AMal Kaiiai, Mr. 

AMal LaMf Dtowfe Maalvi. 

AMal MaJM, Mr.fyte. 

AMal Watek Kkaa. Mr. 

AMaMa-at iMMM, Mr. 

AMar Bakmaa, Kkaa iafcaiar A. r.M. I 

AMar RaaakM Mkknaai, Mr. 

AMar la r k aa i, Maalvi Hi. 

AMar Rate, Kkaa taMk Maalvi t. 

AMarRate, Kkaa ftakfiw. Skak. 

AMar iaqak, MaalvL 
AMm MnAmAi HlvtM *4^ 

AkMar Kaaa Bkawikary. Kkaa lakMar MaalvL 
AMI MtMala Afcani, Mr. 

AM Qaaaan, MaalvL 

AMIMiMir, MaalvL 

Aftate AS KaaiMari. Kkaa Bafctear Haataaa. 


Ahaivi Mania, Mr. 

AHaxaiiia Afcaui, Kkaa Bahaiar Maalvi. 
Aaiiaanak, Kkaa lakik Maalvi. 

Aaiir All Mia. Maalvi Mi. 

AtbrafaU, Mr. M. 

A vial Hauaia Kkaa, Maalvi. 

Askar Ail, Mavlvi. 
karat AH, Mr. Mi. 
katt-Mart, Min f. B. 

•irtnyrv, Mr Haary, Bart 
Blaaiaaataak, Mr. L. M. 

BMpycaiafe, Mr. i. ft. 

Mark, Mr. I. A. 

Du, Mr. Aaakal Okaaira. 

Du, Rai lakik KlrH Ibwu. 

Dan, Baka Dakaaira Batk. 
liter, Mr. Uyaairaaatk. 

F a*>ai Bata Okavifcary, Mr. M. 

F axial Max, tka Maa*Ma Mr. A. K. 

F axial Q aaiir , Kkaa Bakaiar Maalvi. 

/mxiar Rakawa, Mr. 

Faxtar Rakana t M y a nati ag k), Mr. 

Urwar Haniai, Mr. Itek Byte. 

Baa n % Mr. f. A. 

B^fRtks, Mr. B. V 

Ha M kaKa k , tka M^Vilinii Bak tear K. at 
Dacca. 



Ha Bxaiila Bkawikary, MaalvL 
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MwMiMla Mm*. 

HutiiuiMii, Maalvi, Mi. 

ffashtm AN Kbaa, RIM MHw Maalvi. 

Marina NmMtf, Mrs., M. A. I. 

Mats amity damadar, Kki« IHN Maalvi. 
Hawkings, Mr. R. d. 

Maadry, Mr. Davll. 

Hlrttri, Mr. M. A. P. 

Idris Ahmad Mia, Maalvi. 

Warimaddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Kablraddin Khan, Khaa Bah ad a r Maalvi. 
Kasam All Mina, tahihiada Kawaa 4 ah lyad. 
Ktnaady, Mr. T. fi. 

Mali addin Ahmad, Dr. 

MaBsaddla Ohaadhary, Maalvi. 

Mabtabaddla Ahmad, Khaa Bahadar Maalvi. 
Mandal, Mr. Baaka Bahari. 

IRaada), Mr. Blrat Ohaadra. 
dhandaJ, Mr. dagat Ohaadra. 

Maairaddla Afchaad, Maalvi. 

NIHaa, Mr. 0. W. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

Mahamatad All, Khaa Bahadar. 

Mahvla All. Mr. Md. 

Mariam All Mallah. Maalvi. 

Maaammsl Hag, Maalvi Md. 

Mahammad Afsai, Khaa lahlh Maalvi Byad. ' 
Mahammad Ihrahlm, Maalvi. 

Mahammad larall, Maalvi. 

Mahammad Hdd*aa, Khaa Bahadar Or. lyad. 
MalHak, tha Htn’b* Mr. Mahaada Bahary. 
Malllek, Mr. Balia Bahary. 


[6ih July, 

MaabamM Ha saaia«tbd Han't* Basrah, Khaa 
Bahadar. 

MMaga««N Hagan, Mr. Byad. r 
Mavtafa AN Dnwaa, MaOfvi 
Baady, tha Han't* Maharaja Brlaataadra. af 
OaariMhaxar. 

NaaaraBah,/la«ataada K. 

Narimdddla, t ha Han't* Khaa)a Blr, K4M.K. 
Patarsaa, Mr. K. a. 

Rahpaa, Khaa Bahadar A. M. L. 

Raikat, tha Han’t* Mr. Praiaaaa Oat. 

Ray Ohaadhary, Mr. Biraadra Kishsrn. 

Raaaar Rahmaa l^iaa, Mr. 

Ray, tha Haa’bla tir Bijty praaad tiagt. 

Ray, Mr. Patlram. 
tadaraddla Ahmad, Mr. 0 
laflruddia Ahmad, Haji. 
lalim, Mr. g. A. , 

Sarkar, Bata Madhitsadan. 
t arkar, tha Han’t* Mr. Ralial Raajaa. 
larajiil Iriam, Mr. 

•hahabaddia, Mr. Khwaja, O.B.E. 
ihamaaddla Ahmad Khaadkar, Mr. 

Ilrdar, Baba Litta Muada. 

Itavaa, Mr. 4. W. R. 

•ahrawardy, tha Han’t* Mr. H. I. 

Tamitadd* Khan, tha Han’t* Mr. 

Tafal Ahmad Ohaadhary, Maalvi Haji. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Yaiaf All Ohaadhary, Mr. 

Zahar Ahmad Ohaadhary, Maalvi. 


won— 77. 


Abdal dathar Palwan, Mr. Md. 

Abdal Wahad, Maalvi. 

Aha Haaaaln larkar, Maalvi. 

Abnl Pail, Mr. Md. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. lyad. 

Arimaddtn Ahmad, Mr. 

•anarjl, Mr. p. 

Banarjaa. Mr. Pramatba Nath. 

■anarjl, Mr. latya Priya. 

Barma, Bata Pramhari. 

Barman, Bata Ihyama praaad. 
Barman, BUa Upandra Nath. 

Baaa, Mr. Baataat Kamar. 

Bhawmlk, Dr. Oabiada Ohaadra. 
JIHwaa, Bata Lakahml Narayan. 
Biswas, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. laraadra Nath. 

Baaa, Mr. iarat Ohaadra. 

Bhahrabarty, Mr. datlndra Rath. 
Ohakratarty, Bata Na rt ndra Narayan. 
Bhattapadhyay. Mr. Hartpada. 
dhaadhart, Ral Hamadra Hath. 

■Bat, Bata Matlm Ohaadra. 

Baa, Bata Radbaaatt. 

Baa, Mr. Maaawtaa. 

Dm Oapta, Bata Khagandra Halt. 
Baa Oapta, Irijvt Na raa dr a Halt. 
Batta, Mr. Ohlraadra Bait. 

Brial, Mr. Naraadra Nath. 

Batta, Mr. Oahamar. 

Batta Maaamdar, Mr, NtkaraMa. 
imdadat Hagan, KaaL 


Qangaly, Mr. Pratnl Ohaadra. 

Qhaic, Mr. Atnl Krishna. 

Oiasaddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Oaswaml, Mr. Talsi Ohaadra. 

Onpta, Mr. dagaah Ohaadra. 

Oapta, Mr. d. N. 

Hasan All Ohaadhary. Mr. lyad. 
dalaladdin Hnshamy, Mr. lyad. 
dalan, Mr. I. 0. 
danah All Majamdar, Maalvi. 

Kamar, Mr. Atal Ohaadra. 

Kaada, Mr. Nlshltha Nath. 

MaHl, Mr. Nlkaaja Bahari 
Maltra, Mr. laraadra Mahan. 

Maji, Mr. Adwalta Kamar. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Ohaadra. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. dagaadra Nath. 
Maairanamra Islamabad), Maataaa M. 
■agbnl Nasala, Mr. 

Maakarjaa, Or. lya n apr a sa d . 
Makharjaa, Mr. B. 

Makharji, Or. iharat Ohaadra. 

NaNtnh, Irijat Asataah. 

Naaahar AN, Mr. Byad. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Pans a ana. 

Prarnamk, Mr. Tartamtaraa. 
R amhm ddhi Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ohara Ohaadra. 

Ray, Mr. Ohaaaa|ay. 

My, Mr. KaawdkTtshaa. 

Ray. Mr.KIraalOaahar. 
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Ray, Mr. KtafcMf Pali. 

P Ray. Mr. Mu^tki Nath, 
iaayal, Or. Raltaakeha. # 
Iaayal, Mr. lataaka takkar. 
Baa, Mr. Atal Ckailra. * 
tan, taka NifaMira Natk. 
IhahodaJI, Mr. 


j lhanuuddia Ahmad, Mr. 
ting tau Baba Kikatra Natk. 
Ilnaa, lrijat Naaiaira ikaaaa. 
•Sar, Mr. Hartadra Kaaiar. 

| Tkakar, Mr. Pramatka Raajaa. 
Watiar Rahman, Maalvi. 


The A\es being 110 and th# Nix"* 77? the motion was carried. 


The question that* the House do now adjourn wn> then put and a 
division taken with the following result : — 


AYE*~7e. 


Aklal Jabbar Palwan, Mr. Md. 

Akiul Wakai, Maulvt. 

Aka H o« lain tarkar, Maalvi. 

Akui Fail, Mr. Md. 

Akmad Kkaa, Mr. f y«d. 

Atimuddin Akmad, Mr. 

•anarji. Mr. P. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatka Nath. 

Banarji, Mr. datya Priya. 

Barm a. Baku Pramharl. 

Barman, Baka Ihyama Proiad. 
Barman, Baku Upandra Nath. 

■ uu,%r. lantoah Kumar. 

Bhaurraik, Or. Bohlnda Chandra. 
Bitwai, Baka Lakihmi Narayan. 
Biswat, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Biiaraa, Mr. turandra Nath. 

Bata, Mr. karat Chandra. 

Chakrakarty, Mr. Jatindra Natk. 
Chakrakarty, Baku Narandra Narayan. 
Chattapadkyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Chaudkurl, Rai Narandra Nath. 

Dai, Baku Mahim Chandra. 

Dai, Baka Radhanatk. 

Oat, Mr. Manmahan. 

Oaa Bupta, Baba Khagondra Nath. 

Oaa Bupta, Irijut Narandra Natk. 
Datta, Mr. Okirandra Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Narandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. lakamar. * 

Datta Maaamdar, Mr. Niharanda. 
Cmdadal Hagai, Kul. 

AaguJy, Mr. Pratni Chandra. 

Bhaaa, Mr. Atal MHahna. 

Biaanddta Ahmad, Mr. 

Baaaraml, Mr. Talal Chandra. 

Bapta, Mr. dagath Ohandra. 

Bapta, Mr. 4 . N. f 


Akdal Alia Mantaaa (M. 

Akdal Mata, Mr. Miraa. 

Akdal Nats, Mr. Mia. 

Akdal Hakaam, Mr. 

Akdal Hakim, Maalvi. 

Akdal Hakim Vikrampart, Maalvi Md. 
Allaf Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Akdal Hamid Bkak, MaatvL 

A 


Maun All Ckowdkwry, Mr. lyvd. 
Jalaluddin Haikmiy, Mr. lyad, 

Jalan, Mr. I. o. 

Jonah All Majumdar, Maalvi. 

Kumar, Mr. Alul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Niihitha Nath. 

Maitl.JIr. Nikunja Bihar*. 

Maitra, Mr. lunnira Mahaa. 

Mail, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Mai, Mr. Iiwar Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Manual, Mr. Jtgindn Nath. 
Maniruuiman lilamakadi, Mialana Md. 
Mafhul Hoiain, Mr. 

Mookcrjit, Or. lyamapraiad. 

Mukharjta, Mr. B. 

Mukhirji, Dr. Iharat Chandra. 

Mullick, Irijui Aihatath. 

Nauihir Ali, Mr. lyad. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Praunna. 
ftamtiudlla Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Chara Ohandra. 

Roy, Mr. Ohaaaajay. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriihaa. 

Roy, Mr. Kirin lankar. 

Ray, Mr. Kiahori Patl. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath, 
lanyai, Or. Nalinahtha. 
laayal, Mr. laaanka lakhar. 

Ian, Mr. Atal Ohandra. 

Ian, Baka N«|tndra Natk. 

! lhakodall, Mr. 

Ihanuaddla Ahmad, Mr. 
liagfca, Baka Kihatra Nath, 
link*, Irljil Manladra Bhutan, 
lar, Mr. Narandra Kumar, 
j Thakar, Mr. Pramatka Raajaa, 
j Waiiur Rahman, Maalvi. 

* 

NOEt— lit. 


•Akdal Jakkar, Maatvt 
Akdal Kadar, Mr. aliat Lai Maah. 
f Akdal Kartm, Mr. 

i AbduMUtH Bitvat, Maalvi. 

Akdal Majid, Mr. lyad. \ 

Akdal Wabab Kkaa, Air. % 

AhdnRa-aJ Mabmaad, Mr. 

Akdnr Rahman, Khan Bakadar A. P. B. 
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AMar Raathid Mahmaod, Mr. 

Abdar RukMl, Maalvi Md. 

AMar Raaf, Kkia iilll Mania! t. 

AMar Raaf, Kbaa Rabadar Ikik. C 

AMar Rasiak, Maalal. 

AMaa I behead, Maalai Ml. 

Abidar Rasa Obtwdhary, Khaa BahaAar Maul \ I. 

Abul Hasala Ahmed, Mr. 

Afeal Qaaecm, Maalai. , 

Aftab Haaala dtardar. Maalai. 

Abmed All Cnayetpari, Khan BahaAar Maalaaa. 
Ahmed AH MrfJka, Maalai. 

AkmM Haaala, Mr. 

Alfaxuddin AkaiM, Khaa Bahadar Maalai. 

Aminullah, Khaa taklk Maalai. 

Amir Ali Mia, Maalai Md. 

Aihrafali, Mr. M. 

AulaA Haaiala Khaa, Maalai. 

Aihar Ali, Maalai. 

Barat Ali, Mr. MA. 

Ball- Hart, Mias P. B. 

•irkmyre, Sir Henry Bart. 

•lemenitack, Mr. L. M. 

Chi»'MAaU, Mr. A. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dai, Mr. Anakal OhanAra. 

Dai, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhataa. 

KAkar, Mr. Upendranath. 

Farhad Raxa ChowAhury, Mr. M. 

Fallal Hag, tha Hankie Mr. A. K. 

Failul Ouadir, Khan BahaAar Maalvi. 

Failur Rahman, Mr. 

Failur Rahman (Mymentlngh), Mr. 

Balam Sar»ar Haaaini, Mr. Shah Syad. 

Bamai, Mr. S. A. 

BrIMtha, Mr. 0. 

Habiballah, tha Hen bla Hawab BahaAar K., af 
Dacca. 

HaflaaAAin Ohaardhary, Maalvi. 

HamiAaddin Ahmad, Khan lahib. 

Haianauaman, Maalvi MA. 

Haiham All Khan, Khan BahaAar Maalvi. 

Haaina Munhad, Mrt., M.B.C. 

Hatamalty AamaAar, Khan Sahib Maalvi. 

Hawking!, Mr. R. J. 

Handry, Mr. DavtA. 

Hlrtaal, Mr. M. A. F. 

•Aria Ahmad Mia, Maalvi. 

AaaimaAAIn Ahmad, Mr. | 
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Kablr addin Khaa, xU BahaAar Maalvi. 

Kaaam AH Mirxa, laMbaada Kavaa^ab lyad. 
Kennedy, Mr. I. Q. # 

MaAxaAAin Ahmad, Dr. 

Mahtaddin Ohaadhary, iaalvl. 

Mahtabaddln Ahmad, Khan BahaAar Maalvi. 
Mandat, Mif Blrat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. dag at thaadra. 

Maniraddin Akhaad, Maalvi. 

MlldC, Mr. 0. W. 

MHIar, Mr. C. 

Mahammad Ali, Khaa BahaAar. * 

Mahala Ali, Mr. Mi 
Margaa, Mr. R., C.I.B. 

Maaiam Ali Mallak, Maalvi. 

Maiammal Hag. ( Maalvi Md. 1 
Mahammad Atzal, Khan Sahib Maalvi lyad. 
Mahammad Ibrahim, ttaalvi. 

Mahammad larail, Maalvi. 

Mahammad Siddiaua, Khan BahaAar Dr. Syad. 
Mallick, tha Han'bla Mr. Makanda Behary. 

Mailick, Mr. Palin Bahari. 

Musharraf Hatialn, tha Han'bla Hawab, Khan 
BahaAar. 

Maitagawial Haqaa, Mr. Syad. 

Handy, tha Han'bla Maharaja Briachandra, af 
Caatimbaxar. 

Huarullah, Nawabtada K. 

Haximaddin, tha Han'bla Khwaja Sir, K.C.t.E. 

Pa tartan, Mr. E. A. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Ralkut, tha Han’bla Mr. Praianna Dab. 

Raiaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Ray, tha Han'bla Sir Bijay Praiad Singh. 

Ray, Mr. Patiram. 
ladaruddia Ahmad, Mr. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Baku Madheiadan. 

Sarkar, tha Han'bla Mr. Halini Ranjan. 

Sarajul lalam, Mr. 

Sbabab addin, Mr. Khwaja, C.B.E. 

Shamiaddin Ahmad Khandkar, Mr. 

Sirdar, Baba Litta Manda. 

Stavan, Mr. 4. W. R. 

Sabrawardy, tha Han’bla Mr. H. S. 

TamUaddln Khan, tha Han’bla Mr. 

Tafat Ahmad Ohaadhary, Maalvi Naji. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M. t 
Vaiuf Ali Ohaadhary, Mr. 


The Ayes being 1 1G and the Noes 77, the motion was agreed to. 

Mr. 8PEAKSR: We will now take up t*he Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill, 19J9. Is Mr. Jalaluddiu Hashemy present? 

(Mr. Hashemy was absent).. 

The House now stands adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the Tth 
July, 19d9. 


Adjournment. 

The House ^as^then adjourned till 4-45 p.m. on Friday, the 7tfc 
July, 19J9, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the previsions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Asesmblv Jlouse, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
-7th July, 1939, at 4-45 p.m. * 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hnn'ible Khan Bahadur M. Azi/.il Hauli:, c.i.k.) 
in the Chair, 11 Hon'ble Ministers and 117 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Affairs of 8outh Calcutta Co-operative Credit 8ociety, Limited. 

*543. Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI : Will the HmCble 
Minister in charge oi the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleaded to state if it is a fact that — 

(</ 1 Co-operative Inspector, Suresh Chandra Ganguh , detected in 
August, llltfti. in the South Calcutta Co-operative Credit Society, 
Limited — 

( i ) a large number of bogus bond" whose signatories denied receipt 

of any consideration money thereon ; 

(ii) other false bonds whose signatories could not be traced; and 

(un a Register of Members containing forged signatures as also 
the names of fictitious members (e.g., Kanai Lull Ghosh;? 

( b ) The papers and documents of the Society noted above including 
others then lying in chgrge of the .-.aid S. C. Ganguly were initialled 
and marked by Babu Sukdev Sarkar, C. I. D. Inspector, in charge of 
the investigation of the Hooghly Central Co-operative Bank Fraud Case? 
Were these left in charge of S. C. Gaflguly by the Police after such 
mailing ? 

(c) * The Policy directed in writing Maulvi Aziz Ahmed, the then 
Divisional Auditor, Co-operative Societies, Burdwan Division, to preserve 
intact the papers, etc., left in S. C. Ganguly’s charge? Were not the 
Registrar and the Deputy Registrar (Mr. R. N. Rvylinformed of this 
matter by the Police or by Maulvi A. Ahmed? If so, when? 
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(d) Babu Bisveswar Bhattaeharvya, a member* of the Society, in 
writing warned the Assistant Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Presi- 
dency Division — t * 

c 

(i) on the 3rd October, 1930, against the destruction, concealment or 
suppression of the evidence of the crime of the alleged culprits 
of the Society; and ' ( 

(ii) ojj the 13th October, 1930, against the substitution of the 
original Members’ Register with a fraudulent purpose? 
What action, if any, was taken on these complaints? 

MINISTER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and RURAL 
INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Mukunda Behary 
Mulliok): As all the relevant papers and records of the Society are at 
present before a Court of Justice, the information asked for is not 
available. Moreover, as this question concerns the internal affairs of 
the Society, for which Government are not responsible, and relaies 1 o 
the conduct of the management of the Society which has been called in 
question before the said (ourt, I regret that it is neithoi proper nor m 
the public interest that this information he supplied. 

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble MinUtei be 
pleased to state if all the papers referred to in the question have been 
submitted to the court? 

* The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sit, iL.s 
society was written to, hut they have definitely replied saying that the 
papers which would enable me to answer the question had been sent to 
the court, 

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Are the papers left in Mr. S C. 
Ganguly’s charge also with the court? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It is v*ry 
difficult for me to give a satisfactory reply to t hi.- question, because the 
society says that all thevse are before the court. 

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Miuistei he 
pledged to state if it is a fact that these papers were submitted to the 
court only about a week back, loyig after the question was sent. to Hie 
department by the Assembly Department? 

o 

Th. Hon’bletMr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am not 

aware of that. 
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Complaint agaiMt 8outh Calcutta Co-oporative Credit Sociaty, 

Limitad. * 

• * 

•544. Mr. 8ATYA P # RIYA BANERJI: ,„i Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that a written 
complaint from Balm BLveswar Bhattacharyva. a inetulier of the Com- 
mitted of Management of the South Calcutta Co-operative Credit 
Society. Limited, to t*he I)eput\ Commissionet of Police, Lalbazar, was 
in February -March, 1!M7, ret erred to tin- Registrar, Co-operative 
Societies, lor report ? • 

(b) If the answer to Pi) i* in the affirmative, what is the actual date 
on which the said complaint was referred to the Registrar? 

(c) Has any enquiry been made into the subject-matter of the com- 
plaint by the department on such reference ? 

(d) If so, when and by whom? 

(r) D it a fact that Balm Nripendra Lai Dutta, the then Circle 
Inspector of Co-operative Societies, Calcutta, submitted a report on the 
Socfht} to the Registrar? 

(/> AY as ah\ reph M*nt to the Polite 1»\ the Registrar? 

(//) If so, when? 

(//) AA’as such report based on Nripendra Balm's note referred to 
in (e)? * 

(?) Is it a fact that subsequent!} Balms Srimantn Kumar Shaw, 
Satish Chandra Ra\ and Pulin Chandra Amah denied to the depart- 
ment the receipt of any monies from the Society on their respective 
bonds ? 

(;) What action, if an} , has been taken in the matter? 

* The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKs This ques- 
tion relates to the internal affairs of a Society, for which Government 
are not responsible; moreover, it seeks to reflect upon the conduct of the 
management of the Society which has been called in question before a 
Court of Justice in the course of the hearing of a case at present sub 
judtqf. I regret, therefore, that it is neither proper nor in the public 
interest^that the information be supplied . 

Mr. 8ATYA PRIYA BANERJI : Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is not in the ’public ioterjstVhat the culprit 
concerned in this society should be brought to book ? 
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The Hoit’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MtyLMCK: It is very 

difficult to say at this stage, because the matter is now before court of 
justice. It all depends on the suit as to what further action Govern- 
ment will take. 

Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI : Are all' the matters referred to in 
the question sub-judice? , 

The Won’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The conduct 
of the Managing Committee is before the court, and all the matters 
relating to that are snb-j mhre. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will tfce Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the exact date when these relevant papers were sent 
to the court !" 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: In both 
these questions of Mr. Banerji, as I have already said, we do not know 
when these papers were sent to the court. 

Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: You are simply evading the 
answer. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 do n >t 

think Mr. Banerji is justified in making that remark. Sit . 

Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJI: U it not a tact that the papers 
were submitted to the court long after these questions were received 
by the departments 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: As I have 
already haid, Sir, I do not know. 

* 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: What <tep.s were taken by the depart- 
ment before the papers were sent to the court ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY •MULLICK: The depart- 

ment has nothing to do with that. 

Mr. 8URENDRA MOHAN MAITRA: Are not all the societies 
under the Registrar's control? ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. Mait-a 
knows that all fne societies are 1 under the ooutrol of the Registrar so far 
as audit is concerned. 
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Grant of AgrieulturaHoan and gratuitous roliof for distrosssd aroas of 
Kurigram subdivision,, Rangpur. 

o 

•545. Mr. /ATINDRA NATH CHAKRABARTY: (>,) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in chatge ot the Revenue Department he pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing for the Kurigram subdivision of 
Rangpur in IMS and up to tl ft 1 1st Jun£. 1939 — 

(?) the amount ot money distributed as agricultural loan in the 
distressed areas; 

{/O the amount ot monev <»r quantin of rice distributed as 
gratuitous relict in the distressed areas; and 

un) the distribution of — 

(1> Agriculture loan, and 
(2) Gratuitous relief, 

under separate thanas? 

(b) Has the attention of the Government drawn to — 

, in the acute and prolonged scarcity of tood prevailing in the 
Kurigram subdivision due to repeated failure of crops ou 
account ot flood and drought ; 

(m the tact that large number of famished peasants surround village 
“.Jotdars," “Mahujans” and other- having paddy in their 
granaries and demand of them cither padds or money; and 

(///) the fact that man> such “dotdar-.'’ and “Mahajarts" are com- 
pelled to distribute quantities of padd\ rue oi monct h 

(r) If the answer to < &)< i? > and <m) is in the affirmative, what 
steps, if an\ , do the Government propose taking in the mutter* 

* 

id) Is the Double Minister aware that Test Relief Operations in 
•the shape of road-making has lw*en suspended on u< count of recent rainn 
in the Emigrant subdivision!" 

(e) If the answer to *d) is in the affirmative, what alternative relief, 
if any, dy the Government intend affording to the distressed peopled 

(/) Will the Hou’ble Minister b^ pleased to state what is the 
approximate pumher of people affected h\ the acute scarcity of food 

in th£ Kurigram subdivision ? • 

• 

(y) Has the attention of the Hon’bl^ Minister been drawn to the 
daily appearance into the town of Kurigram of ai large number of 
•Hunger Marchers seeking relief from hunger and starvation? 
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MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (if to (Hi) A statement 
is laid on the table. «• * 

(b) (i) There is distress in the riparian areas of this subdivision among 
the smaller cultivators and labourers but there is no scarcity of food 
grains generally in the subdivision though there is scarcity of money 
amongst some sections of cuKiVators and labourers. 

(H) Sc*me village Mahajans used to give short-term loans of paddy 
to smaller cultivators in Baisakh and Jaista to be repaid after a us 
harvest. Owing to a growing habit among the cultivators not to repay 
loans, many Mahajaus were unwilling to give such short-term loans this 
year, though they had sufficient stocks of paddy. S%ne instances have 
been reported in which cultivators came in bands to the houses of Mich 
Mahajaus, in order to induce them to give short-term loans. 

(Hi) In some eases the people were able to induce the Mahajaus 
to give them short-term loans on the security of the Presidents of 
union boards and other local influential men. No case came to notice 
in which Mahajaus were compelled to distribute rice and paddy. 

(c) Does not arise. v 

(d) Test relief operation has not been suspended It is still going 
on in this subdivision. But there has been a gradual falling oft' m 
the number of workers attending such works as they are gradually 
finding employment in agricultural work nearer home. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(/) Approximately *10,000 persons have been affected by the present 
distress in rural areas. 

(ff) Belief operation in the shape of agricultural loans, gratuitous 
relief and test work on a large scale have been organised from the end 
of April, 19119, as soon as there was indication of the distress in rural 
areas. Steps takeu were sufficient to meet the situation. But still from 
time to time some bands of men were induc€sd by false hopes by ^.r- 
detenus and other workers of the local Congress Committee t to come to 
town and make demonstration ^specially whenever any high official was 
visiting Kurigram* The last such demonstration was on the 27th 
May, when the Commissioner was to have visited Kurigram. There 
has been no such demonstration since that date. Persons who were in 
real distress got relief in the shape of loans, etc., distributed in the 
villages by six loan distribution officers employed for the purpose. 
They also took ^vantage of the test works to maintain themselves. . 
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Statement referred ‘tot in 

the reply to clauses (<*)(/) to ( tii ) to starred 
question X o. *5Ja. 


W 

Amotuit distributed 
as agricultural loan. 

Value of nee 
distributed a* 
gratuitous 
relief during 
H<38.39. 

Amount 
distributed as 
gratuitous 
relief during 
IMtMO up 
to 1st June, 
lt»3M. 

# 

Name of police-station 

1 >uiin^ r 

in a 8 :«i. 

During 
r*3Ji«io up 
to 1st June, 
U*3U 


Rs 

Rs 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1 Row mari 

Th.Tdd 

11.902 

3, 790 

100 

2. C’hilinari 

56,794 

10,804 

2,320 

75 

3. Nageswan 

43.320 

13.34<i 

1.892 

103 

4. Blninmgaman 

5.0*0 

1,7:; i 

ISO 

20 

3 Kurigrain 

31, Sn) 

11.094 

1.308 

100 

(i. Ulipur 

23.200 

10.800 

1.090 

23 

Total 

*J.4i >.( ion 

0(1,00(1 

10. 032 

423 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon’hle Minister he 
pleased tu -.tnie what the ha*!* cd ln-> an-uer that tlu*M* bands of m«n 
weie induced h\ tal>e hope** by ex-detenus and other workei*. of the 
local Uongress Uoinmitee to conic to the town and make demon.strnt ioih ? 
(Balm Naklndim Xumyvn Uimkuaimkm : The polne.) 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: No, Sir We 

got a report from the Uollertor to that ellect. 

Maulvi ABU* H088AIN 8ARKAR : Will the Hon hie Minister ho 
pleased to read out the statement supplied h\ the Collector to this effect? 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir. it is not the 

practice of (iovermnent#to place hefote the IIou>e the correspondence 
that passes between them and their officers. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA*: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state whether any force or show of force was n«ed in order 
to induce the 'majjujans tu give shortTerm loans? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH RQY: Sir, I have 
already answered that in the negative. • * 
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•j. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 

f be pleased to state why, if there has been no scarcity of food-grains in 
the subdivision, the people should have surrounded the houses of the 
mahajans in large numbers and demanded grains ancf^ll other things? 

The Hobble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INGH ROY: Sir, loan of 
grains is the usual practice in ^Baimk and Jaisthn , and this is repaid 
after the aas harvest. As these short-ferm loans were suspended as 
stated in my answer (b) <//), the cultivators surrounded the houses of 
the mahajanx. 

8J, NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Thpt !« not my question, 
Sir. My question is: if there is no aar<:ty ot tooj-grains in tlie sulh- 
<livision, why should people come m large numbers and Mirround the 
houses ot the mahajans'? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, there is no 

scarcity of food-grains in the subdivision, but these cultivators are 
always in want of food-grains during a particular period of the year. 
1 hat is the normal thing in the subdivision, there is nothing abnormal 
alnjut it. 


Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Ilon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state when did the Coimnissiouei of the Kajshahi Division 
visit Kurigram, as is referred to in answer ('/>!" 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: On the 27th Mav 
1030, Sir. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether Government consider it wrong on the port of 
hungry peasants to approach a high Go\ eminent officer like the Com- 
missioner and tell him personally what their grievances are? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PAR8AD 8INCH ROY: No, Sir. If they 
are really hungry, Government do not consider it wrong on their pari 
to approach Government officials. But it they are misled by certain 
political exploiters. Government consider it extremely wrong. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH QI8WA8: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Commissioner saw these hunger-inn rollers 
or their representatives when he visited Kurigram in order personally 
to enquire iuto their grievances? e 


The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Yes. Sir, he met 
acme of them. * •* 



QUESTIONS. 


193©.] 


75 


4 


Mr. SURENDRA HATH BISWAS: Will the Hon'ble Minister 
please stgte whether the Commissioner submitted a report to Govern- 
ment after enquiry? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AO 8INCH ROY: Yes, Sir. he did. 

( Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will tjie IWble Minister he pleased 
to state whether he is in possession of facts to deny that on the 27th 
May*h»st the people of Kurigiam assembled at K migrant w^th a view 
to place before the \ ommissioner their grievances personally and not 
for the put [wise of making an\ demonstrations? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. Sir. it was 
purely a demonstration organised h\ some e\-detemi" and workers of 
the local Congress Committee. 


Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: I want to know whether the llon'hle 
Minister is in a portion to deny this tact? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: What hut? 

%azi EMDADUL HAQUE: That the people of Kmigram 
assembled to place hetoie the Cominissionei . who w;i* visiting the town, 
their grievance*' and not foi the purjnisc <>t making anv demoustiation 
whatsoever ? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That is not a 
fact. (government'" information i" that this demoii"trat ion was 
organised hy political exploiters. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: <rert 

^rrr» rimr^r ’ne srrtfTtS’T?' * P* ww? 

• The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8IHCH ROY: Thai <jm**tiou 
does not arise. 

• 

Babu .NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: a$T TO 

tot? w •aJr cstto *<5T*rf$ ttrff t 

% (The member here .showed his temper and spoke in u loud voice.) 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Chakraharty. if you show such temper, I shall 
have to disallow vour question. You «ein certainly put a question 
without shouting and making a noise. Please ptU your question 
•calmly. * ' 



' 76 QUESTIONS. [7ih July, 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: wnfa *TCTO, 

toto crcwt frorTO"! pros wjfa a? afauw tors tot nufa re *r=rc1s *1*211 

*wto V s ifA fro tot tor c4V.5ft wtw <a$ 

ac*HiiS$ fare enfa i 

« 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is your question! 1 ' 

9 « * 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: *TOlj *t*tft 

htor re farere* ^5 t ^rrmir sr?ro i «rrsrr?t to rero — ^t^TR 

JIRfafaTO C'5t5W WHY TOT *Tfa 3RFTO TO I 

Mr. SPEAKER: T hat question does not arise. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: wtfa WTS, 
«nfa ^ fareTI^ wtto? crjf^ rtr TOrfa re — to to *ra1 htto 
jfTO rerrereH re, c*th'4>£ wto wfareiro van repr to $t reffrWsTt 

S^5 ^ C^'H W4I4 HT? : C>ifc£(*l ’ WTHT? ST*^ TOJ re 

5TOf$t®^rR CHI 5 <F75ai tfTO’T CyflifaS WTT¥ i W- 3TPTO HR -2 2R Wilt 1 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Sir Rimy, did >nu s, t \ that ex-detenu.s were res- 
ponsible tor this!" < 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SIN^H ROY: Yes, Sir, I lone 
stated that in m\ answer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER S I'hen \ ou ha\e jj <> t to answer Mt ( ‘hakrabarty *s 
question. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I ask for notice, 
Sir. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: htor fa rerroR re 

a w fa tor rettro re a* TOfafaro* rerc wtotr sit'ttot rerore? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. Gov- 

eminent have no information on the point. 

r 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: With reference to answer 
(b) {n *, will the Hon’hle Miniver he pleased to state if it is a fact that 
this alleged growing hahit among the cultivators is due to dire 
poverty S' 

* 

TIM Hon’ble Sir BIJOY RRA8AD 8INCH ROY: In some oaseB, 

of course, it is due to distress, but it is also due to the non-payment 
mentality. 


/ 
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9YE0 JALALUODlN HA8HEMY: With reference to the 
givan just now , will the lion hie Mi tester consider the desirability 
of removing the ^distress ot the poor lultivatorsy 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The steps taken 
hy Government are all directed towards removing the distress of the 
cultivators. • 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: xrcro W famf rito fa 

totot nfaro b- ^ far* a* gtx faT rai mx 

2PRf*rs &TUXJ. — m sfa fa «ra7 vrvftz ^rrrro? 

• 

The Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Sir. 1 am K ratetul 
to the honourable member tor drnntnif my attention to thin allegation 
in the paper, ami 1 shall look into it 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: ■rrntf? *st 

wnt (b) (ij stto Sit-? tjnr^ sr?^ si:*:*? sr*r* ®t:ti 

?R5rr<T?c c T? w? st^t eft fa>^ cs, h* yif <r.^r«5 :?r*s wivfz 3T«*t c^. fa 
*t:)wr£t fa sar*r^r? 

4 » 

Mr. SPEAKER: T hat i|iiestion does not arise 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: nsmhj ■retu. 

UiWU* — there is no scarcity of food grains generally m tin' HulnJivision 
though there is scarcity of mone\ «Q «TTOf fapfaT CSTTO — eftf tr$T tf[WT 

*TSTO etr? fa 3TTf » 

Mr. SPEAKER S Order, order Will you please read the answer 
(b> < / ) !" The Hon’ble Minioer mik! thin there was no scarcity ol food 
though there was scarcity ot mone\ So, he practnally supports your 
statement. • 

.Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: «tfaT5 W faTfa -» 

Jtftf 5*(\f wt *r ffwxtn ?tto wf £*rn9fa c?Tfa *tr, 
fa 2TCTO TITO «TTWT 5K5I* TOTT *K$‘> 

9 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am .>orr\ . hut t i«*i t is a problematical question, 
You^can ask about what Government intend to do. 

* 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: *TOll ipjfi 

*wto TTs spew nfar* irrwtw — ^‘ st* wtfa far*? cnf arrt *r«rnrr frrar 
mwt twvtvs vm-O* jfsI srrro am fan* fa fa<^i fa r rem tot 
Atfa faTfa *TTnT fal4W W? 
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Tho Hon’ble Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: As I have already 
stated, it is a normal attain with some of the poor cultivators — that 
during* certain parts of the year* they are generally*^ need of food- 
grains and that food-grains are advanced by the mahajans who have a 
larger stock of grains. There is nothing unusual about that. The 
situation has to some extent been accentuated by the distress prevailing 
last year. * 

Mr. I&8IK LAL BI8WA8: "rat win «*r* CWltR,— w 

small cultivator m normal affair, a nWT? TO<C**fr fa 43TO 

CTO* CTOTO* small cultivator C*? *7 CTO? CTTO oilOf 

position TOCT jtt?? 1 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 3*7, fare* 3*7*1 

fat* l 

> Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Suhrawardy, you will kindly realise that these 
interruptions are not at all helpful for keeping the House in proper 
order. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: But, Sir, please loot at 
the questions! 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whatever they might have been, I expect that an 
Hon’ble Minister ought to know how to keep his temper. (Cheers from 
the Congress benches.) 

Mr. RASIK LAL BI8WAS: ^^5 «nm*. to*? src**? 

nifaWl 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, that is a 

matter which involves questions ol general policy, and 1 am not in a 
position to answer it. 1 am sure my hon’ble colleagues in the othejr 
departments, namely, the Ministers in charge of Agriculture and Indus, 
tries and the (^-operative Departments will he able to answer that 
question. 


Eleotion of monitors to tto Union Boards in Hooghly- 

* 546 . Bobu RADHANATH DAS: <<i) Is the Hon’ble Minister of 
Local Self-Government awnr*— 

(i) that the election of members to the union boards of the Hooghly 
district has been finished by the month of March, 1939; 
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( ii ) that the District Magistrate nominated the required number of 
f members for each union board and the names of the elected 
and laminated members Vere sent by the Magistrate for 
publication in the “Calcutta Gazette'’; 

(ni) that these names of candidates were sent for publication in the 
“Calcutta Gazette" about tl^ end of March. 1939? 

If <hf answer, to (a) is in the affirmative. will tlx* H on ’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why there has been so much delay in the 
publication of these name." m the “Calcutta Gazette"? 

(cl Is the Hoi^ble Minister aware that a member of this House 
submitted a list of names id members tor appointment by t lie District 
Magistrate and pressed then claims b\ personal interviews with tlie local 
officials ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering 'lie desirability of publishing 
in the “Calcutta Gazette" the names ot elected and nominated members 
of various union boards ot the district of Hooghh, as sent by the District 
Magistrate without an\ tunnel de].»\ ? 

MINISTER in charge of the LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibullah Bahadur, of 
Dacca): {<n </!. an and am Yes 

With regard to answers t b ) and (</), ^n, mat 1 substitute the following 
in place of the punted answer? 

“(h) and (</) : The Superintendent ot the Government Press was 
asked to withhold publication pending fcitam enquiries which Govern- 
ment considered it necessary to make troin the District Magistrate 
regarding this matter. The nunie> ha\e been publislied in the ( aleutta 
Gazette on the 29th June 1939." 

(c^ I believe "this is a fact. Hut the hon’ble member should surely 
know that it is quite open to a member of this House, und. in fact, quite 
legitimate on his part to bring to the notice of the Magistrate of his 
district any fa» ts concerning nominations to local bodies which are within 
his knowledge and whilst he considers it desirable that the District 
Magistrate # should know. 

• 

Mh« RADHANATH DAS: : Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to staA the actual date when the District Magistrate sent the names oi 
the members of tile Union Board for publication in the Gazette ? 

. The Hoit’lric Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahfdur, of Dacca: 

I want notice of that. 
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UNSTAJIRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers 4^ere laid on the table) 

Vacancies in the Government Commercial Institute. 

t 

261. Maulvi MD. ABDUR RASHEED: <„> Will the Hon’ble 
Minister charge of the Education Department be pleased to state how 
many vacancies are going to be filled up in the Government Commercial 
Institute in the near future!*" 

a 

(/>) Are the Government considering the de^iralplity of appointing 
some suitable Moslem candidates in those vacancies?' 

(ci If so, what is the percentage of otch appointment * ? 


MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (/;) Six— five in 1939 and one in 1941). 

(7;) Of the five vacancies to be filled in 1 GGM. two, viz., the post of 
part-time Lecturer in Urdu and the p«M of clerk, will lie filled b\ 
Moslems and the post of part-time Lecturer in Hindi b\ a non-Moslem. 
Preference will be given to suitable Moslem candidates, if available, 
for the remaining two posts. 

Tbe question of filling up the post vacant from .Tul\, 1940. has not 
yet been taken up. 

(c) This question cannot be answered till the appointments are 
actually made. 


Appointment of non-Bengali stenographers in the Bengal Secretariat. 

261. Maulvi AFTAB HOSAIN JOARDAR: «,) Will the IWI.k* 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department he pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that many non-Bengali stenographers have been 
given appointment in the Secretariat!" 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on tbe table a state- 
ment showing — 

(i) the names of Bengali and non-Bengali candidates who^have 
come out successful ,at the Public Service Commission's 
examinations held in 1937 and 1938; * 

(lit the position secured by each ot them at the examination; and 

(iii) the a^poiutmeut which he is holding at present under thp 
Government of Bengal? 
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(c) Is the Hon ’ble Minister aware that a large number of Bengali 
stenograpffers are available now-a-davs? • 

* * | 

(d) If so, is .the Hon ble Minister considering the desirability of 
not — 

(i) appointing any non-Bengali stenographers in future; and 
(ii) retaining those who fiave been appointed temporarily ? * 

MINI8TER in chkrge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 

Hon ble Mr» N&fini Ranjan Sarker): (u> There are four permanent 
and four temporary non-Bengali stenographers in the Secretariat. 

{b) A statement's laid on the table. 

(e) and (</). My view, I am afraid, is that the supply of good 
Bengali stenographers is still very limited. I do not therefore propone 
to take either of the steps advocated by the hou’ble member. 

Statement referred to in the reply to clause (b) of unstarred question No. 262 , 
showing the names of Bengali and non- Bengali candidates who have come 
out successful at the examinations held by the Public Service i'ommission 
1937 and 1933. 



Names in order of merit. 

Nature of appoint- 
ment. 

1. 

1937. 

T. K. S. Mani 

Substantive on pro- 

2. 

T. K. Duraiswann 

bation. 

Ditto. 

3. 

Bhabesh Cfy. Ghose 

. . Temjx>rary. 

4. 

T. R. Srinivasan 

Ditto. 

5. 

Prafulla K. Bf^perji 

On probation. 

*6. 

Atul Ch. Sen 

. . Nil. 

* 

Chandra Sekhar Banerji 

Temporary. 

8. 

A. V’. Harihar 

. . . . Ditto. 

9. 

Amarendra Nath Mukhfrji 

Ditto. 

10. 

ShyumajOharan Bose 

Ditto. 

1. 

1938. 

San tosh KumaraBanerjee 

.* .. Nil. 

2. 

Khagendra Nath Chaudhuri 

• . . Temporary. 

•3. 

Sukmnar Gupta 

. • 1 


•Appointed temporary stenographer but reverted to htaown poet. 


7 
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Nature of appoint- 
Names in order of fierit, m6nt. 


4. 

M. Krishna Kutty Manalar 

i 

Nil. 

5. 

Durga Pad a Mitra 


Nil. 

6. 

d Sisir Kumar Banerjee r . r 


Nil. 

7. 

Nepal Chandra Das 


Temporary. c 

8. 

P. R. Venkateswaran 

• 

• • 

Ditto. 

9. 

Hazari Gopal Mukherjee 


Nil. 

10. 

Jatindra Narayan Bose 


Nil. 

11. 

Badal Ch. Mukherjee 


Temporary. 

12. 

Nripendra Cli. Sen 


Nil. 

13. 

Nirmal Ch. Sen 


Nib, 

14. 

N. Sundaresan 


Nil. 

15. 

Pataki Charan Chatterjee 


Nil. 

16. 

Sivaram Mukherjee 


Nil. 

17. 

Pramatha Nath Banerjee 


Temporary. 

18. 

Waheedul Alam 


Ditto. 

19. 

Md. Abdus Samad 


Ditto. r . 

20. 

Mr. Lutfar Rahman 


Ditto. 

21, 

Kamal Krishna Dutt 


Ditto. 

22. 

Muzaffar Ahmed 


Ditto. 

23. 

Sudhin Ch. Mukherjee 


Nil. 

24. 

Harendra Krishna Ghose 


Temporary. 

26. 

Md. Sultan Miah 


Nil. 


Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: 

With leferenee to the state- 

ment (of 19T8), will the Hon Trie Minister be pleased to state why 

Nos. 7, 8, 10. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 uml 

24 have 

been given appoiut- 


meats in preference to Babu Sautosb Kumar Banerjee who stood first 
in order of merit at the examination? 


Mr. 8PEAKER* How do you know that? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs Sir, it is stated in the state- 
ment that those who stood 7, 8, 10, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22 and 24 have 
been given appointments, though temporary. ' 


Tht Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: All these are 
temporary appointments and perhaps Babu Santosh Kumar Banerjee 
did not accept s^ch an appointment. 
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Ba fell NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

anifasfa* ***** ton 

i 

The Hon'ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER: 1 do not know 
that. • 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NAT A DATTA; Will the Hou'l.le Minister be 
pleated to state if an appointment was offeied to him and jwa refused 
by him? 

The Hon’ble fllr. NALINI RANJAN BARKER: Sir, all these 
appointments are temporary. After the examination had been held, 
when appointments were offered to the passed candidates, some of them 
accepted au<? others did not accept — in many cases the candidates did 
not accept tin* appointments as they were purely temporary. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, my question has not 
been answered : my question is whether an appointment was offered to 
Babu Santosh Kumar Banerjee and whether it was refused by him. 


The Hon’ble Mr. NALINI RANJAN 8ARKER : 1 want notice. 


Bengalis involved in the recent strikes at Digboi. 

263. Maulvi A1HAR ALI : Will the Ilon’hle Mmotci in charge 
of the Home (Political) Department he pleased to state— 

(а) how many Bengalis are* involved in the recent stiike at Dighoi ; 

(б) how myny of them have left Digl>oi for their native place* in 

Bengal ; 

(c) how many of these referred to in (/>) an* lexidents of ( hitltt- 

gr<>ng; 

(d) how many Bengalis are still at Digboi; and 

# 

( 0 ) what steps, if any, have the yovernment of Bengal tnken in 
the interest of those Bengalis who art* still in Diglioi? 

• 

MINISTER In charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bla 

Khwaja Sir* Nazimuddin) : I regret tlfct the statistical inforrrw|fion 
required is not available. Government have found no occasion to inter- 
vene in the matter. * * 
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Conduct of an Assistant Sub-Inspector of Khanakul pohoo-station, 

Hooghly, in connection with a local election. L 
e 

264. Mr. 8UKUMAR DUTTA: (a) Is the Hon’ble* Minister in 
charge of the Home Department aware — 1 

(tj that one Mr. Vilayet Hostain of lUyn chandra pore, Rajhat Union, 
police-station Khanakul of Aramhngh subdivision in the 
district of Hooghly, was a candidate, for election jJs a 
member to the Union Board of Rajhat; and 
(it) that the President of the then Rajhat Union Boaul — 

(1) found the brother of the candidate, an Assistant Sub- 

Inspector posted at Khanakul canvassing for the candi- 
date; and f 

(2) pointed out to the said officer the illegality of a Govern- 
ment servant interfering in popular election? 

(b) Is the Hon’ hie Minister aware — 

(i) that subsequent to this a complaint was made to the Subdivi- 

sional Magistrate, Arainbagh, that the •.aid President had 
allowed gambling in a mehi at village llirapui held on the 
4th February', 1939; and 

(ii) that the complaints against the President of Rajhat Union 

Board were enquired into by the Subdivisional Officer, 
A rum bn gh ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon' hie 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the result of the inquiry; and 

(w) the action, if any, taken on the inquiry' report? 

The Hovt’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yw. 

(ii) (1) No, The President stated that he had heard from the * 
villagers at the Him pur .1 (ela that the Assistant Sub-Inspector was 
canvassing for his brother. 

(2) No. The President warned the Assistant Sub-Inspector that 
if he found him canvassing for Jiis brother he would report him to the 
Subdivisional Officer. 

(b) Tee. 

(c) (r) It was found that there had been gambling at the Hirnpur 
Mela. There was no evidence* however to prove the complicity of the 
President, 

(u) None, 
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AllfttpMnt of a day for discussion on tho Bengal Jute Ordinance. 

i 

The Hon’bld Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, some time apo, on 
the floor of this House, J pave an assurance to my friends opposite that 
Government would allot a day for the discussion of the Benpal Jute 
Ordinance. That, of course, # was subject to your rulinp whether ji dis- 
cussion on the Ordinance was permissible under the circumstances. 
Sir, fnay I know whether we should proceed to allot a day oi^not? 


Mr. SPEAKER: • So far as discussion on tho Jute Ordinance is 
concerned, under#ection 88(«')(«?) such discussion is to take place after 
the Ordinance has been laid on the tahle. Therefore, under the constitu- 
tion I do not see how a day can now l>e fixed for the purpose of dis* 
cussion unless there is a motion by Government to that affect. If 
Government put up a motion for a special purpose, they can always 
do so, but on the last Jute Ordinance, under the rules, the House 
practically cannot discuss this matter now. But I have considered 
this matter very carefully and in case any such occasion arises in futuie 
and if owinp to the delay of Government, the House does not pet an 
opportunity to discuss an Ordinance which mipht be a very important 
matter, — the very promulgation of the Ordinance shows that Govern- 
ment were convinced of its urpeney, and as such, T think, the House 
oupht, to have a legitimate opportunity to discuss this matter. On the 
other hand, it seems that the ripht of discussion can be nullified by 
the action of the Executive Government if they do not lay it on the 
table in proper time. 1 have very carefully considered the matter and 
subject to such other lepal advice on interpretation that I mipht 
receive — and I am poinp to refer the matter to them after the Assembly 
is 0 ver — I hold for the time beinp that we have pot the power, if the 
Executive Government does not promptly put it on the table, to allow 
such discussion, and I feel that it is the ripht of the Speaker to inter- 
pret the Constitution Act in a manner which is in consonance with the 
spirit behind it. I would hold in future, when such other exipencies 
*mipht arise in accordance with section 88 (2)(a) which says that every 
such Ordinance shall be laid before the Provincial Lepislature, that 
it is quite open to the Speaker to hold that it is not necessary for the 
ExecutivesGovernment to lay it on the tablp. I think, the terms of the 
law would be fully satisfied if anybody* in the House lays it on the 
tabl$. That act of layiup on the tahle is not specifically cost on the 
Execikive Government and if the Executive Government does not do it 
and causes any delay, thereby deprivinp the House of an opportunity 
to exercise a constitutional ripht, it will#be quite open to the Speaker 
to allow an opportunity to any member to lay it on the table so that 
the constitutional preliminaries mipht be fulfilled *and the House pets 
an opportunity to discuss this matter. In view ofdhese facts, I hold 
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that so far as the la#t Jute Ordinance is concerned, it cannot* be dis- 
cussed in the House now, butsif any such contingency arises ii future, 
I will certainly, on the interpretation which I have giv^n, see that full 
opportunity is given to the House at an early date. 

* f 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, this matter arose out of the 
submission that was made by the Opposition that an opportunity should 
be given Jor discussion of the subject-matter of the Ordinance. u We 
were fully aware that at the very moment when Ghvernment had with- 
drawn I he Ordinance, technically speaking, the privilege that the 
House hud under section 88(2), did not any morg exist. At the same 
time, in view of the unusual practice followed by thq, Government, you 
wore pleased to assure us that an opportunity should be given, and 
Government were prepared to accept that responsibility 

SPEAKER : I am prepared to allow that motion if it is suitably 
couched. 

Dr« NALI NAK8HA 8ANYAL; The matter is so important that 
although Government had last year under special circumstances pro- 
mulgated a particular form of Ordinance, it is quite possible tfyat 
Government will have to repeat their intervention in the field of jute 
prices and manufactured jute in no time. Even at the present moment 
the sit uni ion is such that probably Government may have to intervene 
in a different direction in this connection. We shall not have any 
opportunity of discussing tins matter for another six months if w*e are 
not given the opportunity now. 

Mr, 8PEAKER. What do you want? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The circumstances under which the 
Jute Ordinance was felt necessary and what should be the attitude of 
Government to the question in future 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I think in that case if the Government and the* 
Opposition agree, a special motion in some form should be brought 
forward and if that is done, I should be quite prepared to consider it. 
The motion cannot be on the Jute Ordinance. 

Th® Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: It is difficult for me at 
this stage to suggest what form the special motion will take. I^have 
not been able to fathom the entire idea which lies behind the speech 
of Dr. Sanyal. I would like l to remind him, Sir, that Government did 
not place that Ordinance on the table with any desire to delay a dis- 
cussion on the Ordinance, but because Government was anxious, as was 
declared on the flpor of the House, not to do anything which might 
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impede the passage of the Calcutta Municipal Bill by a single day. 
It was fbr that reason that it was not placed on She table when the 
House met. At t^at time the Ordinance teas in existence and a dis- 
cussion on it would have been valid under the Government of India 
Act. Thereafter, we withdrew the Ordinance because the purpose of 
it having been served and the Indian Jute Mills Association themselves 
having come to an agreement to set thejr own house in order, it was 
felt unnecessary for Government to continue any legislative measures. It 
is for that reason, i e., on account of the withdrawal of the (finance, 
that this difficulty )u\s arisen. I accept your ruling to the effect that 
the Ordinance having been withdrawn, there can be no discussion on the 
Ordinance as such. WJiat other discussion is wanted, I do not know. 
• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is entirely for you and the Opposition to 
decide. All I want to say is that I would not stand in the way if 
the Opposition and Government agree to discuss any matter arising out 
ftf the Jute Ordinance or arising out of the jute situation. I am quite 
prepared to admit such a motion hut not a motion on Jute Oidinnnce, 
t.e., under section SS(^)(«). It max be under any other clause. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U : With reference to the statement 
jus# now made by the Hon hie Minister may 1 point out 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not concerned with the political implication 
of either a particular art or action on the part of Government. If 
Government tor political reasons think 1 hat certain things should or 
should not come betore the House that is entirely for Government to 
decide. I do not. mean any reflection on Government. All 1 sav now 
is that the action of Government was the constitutional clogging of 
the right of the House. So far as that is concerned, I have tried my 
best, to find out whether there is no remedy and if we are absolutely 
helpless. I find that it is quite open in an emergency to start dis- 
cussion, so that, by any stretch of imagination, the right of the 
House may not be obstructed in any way. 

Tht HOfTbte Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : That has been done quite 
unwittingly and we are sorry for that. 

Mr. 8A4IT0SH KUMAR BA8U : The very statement made by the 
Hon’bie Minister shows that if Government have a particular piece 
of legislation and want to rush it through, they can very well give 
preference to that piece of legislation* to the detriment of the right of 
the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: My interpretation will, I hope, remove tho 
difficulty. 
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* 

Sir Nazimuddin’s statement on 'Hunger-8trike at Dum Dufrn Jail. 

* c 

Mr. SPEAKER 5 I unSerstfnd Sir Nazimuddiif wants to make a 
very important statement on the hunger-trike stiuation at Alipore. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Hunger-strike at Dum Dum? 

( 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, at Dum Dum. This is really a very import- 
ant matter, and with the special power at my command I can allow 
that statement to be made. 

t 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Just to make one point 
clear, so far as the political prisoners in Alipore Jail are concerned, 
they have not gone on hunger-strike but as lar as the Dum Dum Jail 
is concerned some of the prisoners have started hunger-strike from 
to-day (this afternoon). Government have been informed that certain, 
not all, of the terrorist convicts in Dum Dum Jail intend to go on 
hunger-strike from lo-day. The prisoners have indicated in writing 
that the sole and only ground of their action is to attempt to secure 
“immediate and unconditional release of all political prisoners ,and 
restoration of civil liberties.” 

On the 25th of September, 1908, the Government of Bengal announc- 
ed their policy in regard to the release of terrorist convicts, and in 
particular made it (dear that for reasons recorded they were not pre- 
pared to subscribe to a policy of indiscriminate release. Government 
announced that they would release certain categories of prisoners on 
their own initiative, which they have already done, and that with 
regard to the remainder they would appoint a committee to advise 
Government on the exercise of clemency in their cases, the final deci- 
sion in each case remaining with Government. 

The statement issued by Mr. Gandhi, and the correspondence which 
passed between the Home Minister and Mr. Gandhi which has been 
published by Government, made two other points clear, namely, that 
Government were not prepared to set a time-limit within which the 
prisoners were to be released, and, secondly, that Government intend- 
ed to undertake the release of prisoners on their own responsibility 
and not on the basis of assurances given by prisoners to Mr. Gandhi 
and communicated by him to Government. As Mr. Gandhi himself 
stated, the interviews which he was allowed to have with the prisoner® 
were for his own satisfaction only. 

The committee appointed by Government was so*' constituted as to 
give representation to all shades of opinion in the Legislature, and 
indeed was composed of members of the legislature with the exception 
of the President, a J retired High Court Judge, and one official. 
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In accordance with this policy, the Congress party in the Legia- 
lature Itere asked to nominate representatives and Air. Sarat Chandra 
Bose an® Mr. Lalit Chandra Dus were nominated. The invitation to 
the Congress ptyfty was issued on thl 2t>th September , 1938, and it was 
after a considerable interval, that is to say, on 23rd October, that a. 
reply was qgnt nominating Air. Bose and Mr. Das. In that reply 
Mr. Bose said that Government were all aware tliut the Congress party 
could not identify itself or ifgrec with Government’s policy in respect 
to political prisoners, but as the policy of Government had been set 
forth in a communb]ue of September 2oth, that is to say* the day 
prior to the issue of the invitation to Mr, Bose, the latter can have 
been under no misapprehension as to what Government’s policy was, 
and as to the purpose for which the committee had been appointed, 
namely, to consider individual cases on their merits and advise Gov- 
ernment accordingly. f 

The committee began its sittings in December. 1938, and although 
its deliberations have hail to he frequently interrupted or postjioned, 
more often than not to suit the <*on\enienee of the Congress members, 
it has examined all hut 20 It has made reeommendations to Govern- 
ment in 184 cuses. 

As soon as the recommendations of the committee have been received 
h* Government, they have been taken into consideration and dealt with 
as rapidly as jxissible. In 140 case* prisoners have been reloaded as 
recommended by the committee, and 38 recommendations are still 
under consideration by Government. In no case has the recommenda- 
tion of the committee been definitely turned down. 

In two cases of prisoners, who are suspected Tubercular subjects, 
Government considered it necessary to impose certain conditions. In 
another case where a prisoner was recommended tor release on medical 
grounds, it was found necessary while the committee were considering 
the case to send the prisoner to hospital to undergo an operation. A 
successful operation for Appendicitis yvas performed and the prisoner 
is now convalescent. As the diagnosis on which the committee made 
their recommendation has been modified as a result of the operation, 
^the case has been referred back to them for further consideration. In 
another case a prisoner’s mental condition came into question, and on 
receiving tin recommendation of the committee. Government had the 
prisoner examined by rfb expert. He recommended certain treatment 
which ha# been carried out and the prisoner is about to be examined 
again before Government pn<s orders on*this case. Finally, in one case 
Government had to refer the recommendation of the committee back to 
them for further consideration. Atyer interviewing the prisoner the 
committee repeated their recommendation; it has been accepted by 
Government and the prisoner had been t$ leased. 

At the first meeting of the committee it was agreed by all the mem- 
bra that their proceedings should be regarded as Confidential and that 
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statements, if any, should only be made with the authority *of the 
President, if possible, after consulting the committee as a wh<*!e. The 
publication, therefore, of the lorrefpondence purporting to have passed 
between Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose and Mr. Gandhi in fahich reference 
is made to the proceedings of the committee ip certain cases and to 
the attitude of individual members is a breach of confidence. It is 
the publication of this correspondence wlyich has led the prisoners in 
the Alipore and Dum Dum Central Jail to come to totally unjustified 
conclusions* regarding the relations between Government and the Com- 
mittee. As described above, both Government and the committee have 
proceeded steadily and consistently to carry out their respective parts 
in the policy announced in September, last year.' The deliberations of 
the committee are not complete. Government are not yet in possession 
of all their recommendations. Until the committee’s recommendations 
have been received and considered, Government naturally are not in a 
position to come to any final decision in the case of any individual 
prisoner. Other than the letter of resignation, Government have 
received no communication either from Mr. Bose or Mr. Gandhi, they 
were not sent copies of the correspondence, nor wore they informed of 
the eorresjKmdence or of the intention to make it public. 

Mr. Bose in submitting the resignations of himself and Mr. Ibis 
stated that the reason for their resignation was that t heir approach to 
the question of release of the convicted prisoners differed fundamentally 
from that of most of the other members of the committee. In informing 
the President of the committee that they had resigned. Mr. Bose 
expressed gratitude for the unfailing courtesy and consideration with 
which he and his colleague had been treated. The conclusion, therefore, 
is that it was no failure on the part of Government to implement their 
policy that led to the resignation. The plain fact is that Mr. Bose 
failed in an endeavour to make the committee as a whole agree to the 
immediate unconditional release of (‘very case placed before them. 
There has been and can be no question of an alteration in the policy of 
Government or of a failure of Government to implement that policy, 
nor has there been on the part of the committee any failure to allow the 
representatives of the Congress party the fullest opportunity and latitude 
to represent their particular views. Government, however, were 
anxious that Mr. Bose’s defection should not leave the Congress party 
unrepresented on the committee and they accordingly at otoce wrote 
and enquired whether the party desired to nominate representatives 
to replace Mr. Bose and Mr. Das. In reply. Government were informed 
that as Mr. Bose’s views could not be harmonized with those of the 
committee, and as the party accepted Mr. Bose’s viewfc, there could be 
no possibility of any other member or members participating in the 
proceedings of the committee. This disposes of the suggestion that they 
ehould be reinvited fo join the committee. 
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The release of terrorist convicts can only be justified if there ehcista 
and is maintained an atmosphere unfavourable to a recrudescence of 
violence and terrorism. In spite of (fengotous speeches and writing in 
certain quarters *and clear indications in Bengal of a drift away from 
constitutional agitation and non-violence. Government have felt in the 
absence of any serious overt acts that they were for the time being 
justified in, proceeding with th#ir policy*ot clemency. A hunger-strike 
is an ^>pen threat to Government and can only be designed to create 
a serious agitation for the release of these prisoners which w#uld itself 
destroy that atmosphere and render a continuance of the policy impos- 
sible. Until the maintenance of a suitable atmosphere has been 
assured, Government will suspend releases and will diiect the committee 
to suspend their consideration of the remaining cases submitted to 
them. 

As has been said Government have appointed to advise them a com- 
mittee ot representatives of the different parties in the Legislature. 
Their policy and the composition of the committee have hern before the 
public for many months. At the time of the budget and on innumerable 
other occasions during a lengthy session, opportunities have occurred 
for challenging this policy or for demonstrating that it was not in 
acQprdance with the wishes of the Legislature, to which the Ministry is 
responsible. On no single occasion, however, has it for one moment 
been questioned in the Legislature. The assertion which has sometimes 
been made that the attitude of Government in this matter is undemo- 
cratic or not in accordance with the wishes of the people is belied by 
these facts. On the contrary, it is demonstrable that not only have 
Government approached the general problem in a conciliatory spirit, 
but they have been careful to associate with them at eveiy stage members 
of the Legislature, including those whose views, tiny knew, were not 
identical w'ith their own. 

Of the terrorist prisoners still in jail, 11 were convicted for parti- 
cipation in organised raids in which serious loss of life was occasioned. 
Another 21 took part in daooities in which in most cases serious and 
^discriminate violence occurred. Twelve have been convicted of plain 
and deliberate murder or attempts to murder, 11 took part in robberies 
with violence, 10 were convicted of the illicit possession of firearms, 
another 11 of assaults of Various kinds and 24 were convicted for conspi- 
racy to commit crimes of a similar character. 

In conclusion, I would like to state ot rather remind the House that 
Government had released over 3,000 detenus and 200 convicted political 
prisoners. 


Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: How many are still detained now? 

Thi Hon’blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: About I hundred. 



02 PRIVILEGE MOTION. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: 94 . 


[fra July, 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BO§E: May I enquire V we will have an 
opportunity of discussing the statement that has just now been read 
by the Hon’ble the Home Minister? 1 

Mr. 8PEAKER : If it is the desire hi the Opposition- 1 t]j$hk a day 
should be allotted as early as possible. 1 

* 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government would be 
prepared to do so. 

c 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: May I sugge st Monday next, or 
Tuesday at the latest? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I hope Mr. Rose will not 
insist on Monday as he knows very well that we do want to get through 
the Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Rill. I think Tuesday will be 
more convenient. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: What about to-morrow? Will ‘'the 
Hon’ble Home Minister agree to it? The matter is very urgent. 
(Interruptions from the Coalition Benches.) Sir, 1 am not accustomed 
to these interruptions. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am the one person who is most accustomed. 
(Laughter. ) 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Sir, may I suggest, having regard 
to the importance of the matter and the information we have just now 
received that the hunger-strike has been started, that a very early 
date should be fixed for the discussion of the question? Speaking for 
myself, I want to have the earliest opportunity for criticising some of 
the remarks which have been made by the Hon’ble the Home Ministei 
for which there is absolutely no foundation. For instance, I am 
citing this as an illustration, it has been said that I have been guilty 
of what may be termed as a breach of confidence. 


Privilege Motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I rise on a very important 
question of privilege, Sir, — & matter to which I have already drawn 
your attention and for which I have handed over to you a privilege 
motion, which I 4 propo«e to moveP 
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Mr« 8P£AKER: I quite admit the importance of this. I have just 
received ik; to be more precise I received it only five minutes back. 
Further, an adjournment motion to lhat effect has been tabled and 
sent to our department at half-past eleven this morning. I received it 
a little late this afternoon * 1 am not yet clear in my own mind as to 

whether this adjournment motion is in order. Hut 1 have not disallowed 
it. It will take a little time lor me to Consider it. But in case I do 
not ayo^ the adjournment motion, I shall certainly consider the 
desirability of allowing a privilege motion, and in case 1 ugr^e, a very 
early date will be fixed. What I find is that you have raised the 
question that Government watch the freedom of movement of members 
of the Legislature in the province and particularly in their respective 
constituencies. So far as the form is concerned, there is nothing 
objectionable. But 1 am still considering whether this adjournment 
motion should be allowed. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: In that case, Sir, 1 am prepared 
to wait. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I can assure you. Dr. Sanya], that 1 want to 
accommodate \ou as far as possible. But before doing so, I must be 
convinced that the motion is in order And for that reason I want a 
little more time to decide. 


Discussion on the Statement regarding Hunger-Strike by Political 

Prisoners. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE. Sir, I have not had an answer from 
the Hon’ble the Home Minister whether he agrees to have a discussion 
to-morrow . 

• Mr. 8PEAKER: The Hon’ble the Home Minister says that it will 
not be possible to fix to-morrow at u short notice. 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: I suppose Government are ready 
with all their facts ? • 


Mr. SPEAKER: He says that so far as the date is concerned, it 
will be taken up as soon as the Municipal Bill is finished. As regards 
to-morrow, it is not a question of absence of facts but a question of 
inconvenience to a large number of members who hav$ already arranged 
to go home. 



04 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[/th July, 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Are we to see to that 

even when people are on hi^iger-strike ? You, Sir, as the custodian of 
this House, may at least consider this point whether you should 
personally intervene in the matter of the grave situation which has 
arisen as a result of the hunger-strike. 

Maulvi MUHAMMAD ISMAIL: D(f not be so laconic. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: ftut do not forget that 

you are sitting there by the grace of these hunger-strikers. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Order, order. I hope on a qdestion like this the 
House should talk in a more sober way. If the power lay in me, I 
should certainly have considered the question most sympathetically, 
but what I can do is to convey the wishes of the House to the proper 
quarters. In case the Municipal Bill is finished by Monday, 1 would 
be quite prepared to have a late hour sitting on Monday night. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: It is through you, Sir, 
that 1 only wish to make my appeal to the Hon'ble Minister to have a 
very early date for that matter. It is unfortunate 

Mr. 8PEAKER: After the statement made by the Leader of the 
Opposition in this connection, I think it is not necessary to continue 
this discussion on the matter any more. 

We shall now proceed with the Calcutta Municipal Bill. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Is it a necessary condition, Sir, 
that the Municipal Bill must be passed before we can have any dis- 
cussion on the question of hunger-strike? 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Calcutta Municipal (Amendntont) Bill, 1838. 

i 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Sir, in continuation of my 
yesterday’s observations in regard to Mr. Griffiths’ motion, I feel 
inclined once more to say that we have our full sympathy and 
support 1 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: On a point of order, Sir. a WFW, 
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Mr, SPEAKER: So far as my position is concerned, I shall take 
them in the order in which they have b|en placed, unless there is aa 
agreement betxneen the different sections of the House. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May I nquire on what principle the 
amendments have been shown in this ^rderh 

llr, SPEAKER; That has Wen done by t ho office following the 
usuitl convention. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL S Has there been any ballot ¥ 

Mr. SPEAKER: No 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That being the position, it is up 
to \ou to decide the order in which these amendments should be taken 
up. 


Mr. SPEAKER: As a matter of fact, I have been repeatedly aug- 
ff&.sting that in a motion of this character, it is always advantageous 
it till the motions are formally moved and discussions take place there- 
after. If the Opposition agrees to that, I would Ik* prepared to get all 
the amendments moved first, and then we may have a general discus- 
sion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Max 1 suggest a compromise, Sir? 
We might formally move all the amendments and thereafter you may 
he pleased to divide them into ceitain main issues, and under such 
group issues discussions may take place To help you, Sir, may I 
suggest that there are two or three important issues involved? The 
first is the number of nominated seats, - that can form one group. Then 
we have the proposition about reservation — that is another important 
issue. The third is the reservation of seats for Scheduled Caste 
members — 

• 

Mr. &PEAKER: I think this is a very good suggestion. J agree 
that so far as the amendments are concerned, they can lie divided into 
three parts. The first is what actually is to be the number of pominated 
seats. The second point is whether we propose to restore the original 
clause by putting in the reservation of Scheduled Castes. And if that 
is not done, the third is whether we ua^ii to substitute any other 
reservation of that character. If the House agrees, I am quite prepared 
to get all the amendments formally moved, and th^rejfter to divide the* 
issues in three different ways. 
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Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN : Sir, an far as this classification 
is concerned, I agree that t|e amendments may be moved first; but 
as far as the discussion is concerned, I think there *c*ight to be one 
discussion only, and I also submit that there should be a reasonable 
time-limit to the speeches. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I should say that, if°there is an agreement in the 
House, so far as the number is concerned, as to whether it should be 
eight, nine or ten or whatever it is, the discussion on it shoujjji take 
place lor about an hour. The subject of restoration of the original 
clause should take about an hour and a half, and so far as the other 
matters are concerned, it may take a longer period, ray, two hours or 
two hours and a half. It will fake about one and half hours to finish 
the “restoration of the original clause, and as regards “reservation” 
it will take 2 or 2} hours. Is that agreed lo ? 

Mr. KHWAJA 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, instead of having a separate 
discussion on each issue, when a member is speaking he may be per- 
mitted to speak on either of the amendments (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal : 
No, no. That will be confusion worse confounded.) and there will be 
one general discussion. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If you consider it carefully, I hope >ou will agree 
that my suggestion is the best in the circumstances. 

Mr. KHWAJA 8HAHABUDDIN : If >ou agree to impose a time- 
limit for the speeches, 1 have no objection, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I fix 1 hour’s time for the discussion about 
■“number,’’ 1J hour’s time for the discussion about the restoration 
•of the original clause and 2 or 2$ hours' time for the other clauses. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. The third matter will not come up 
for discussion before Monday. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Naturally. To-day we shall try to finish the 
“number’’ provision as well as the restoration of the original clause. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL. And reservation also? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I must first of all dispose of the “number” pro- 
vision and then the “restoration” of the original clause. I call that 
“reservation” because that is how it is described in the ant^ndmenta. 
Restoration of thp original clause must be finished to-day if possible, 
.and then we shall take up other matters. 
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Mr. D£BI PROSAD KHAITAN: May I submit one thing, Sir? 
So far a^the ‘‘number" and “reservation" are concerned, it seems to 
me that they are interrelated and int|m»iAected with each other. So, 
I would suggest .that all the amendments nm\ be moved first and after 
that we can have discussion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: ^.cs, lull di>cu>si<*i. 1 think. Mi. Kbaitan, the 
net result will be the same. J?o t a i as the putting of the amendments 
is concerned, \ ou can leave tl^at to me a- to how to put them^ Let the 
amendi^Ntts be foimalK mo\ed fiist Tha. will simplitv nialteis. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: We ran onl\ agree to this 
aiiangenient it \off gi\c u* an assuiame that theie will be no attempt 
on the part ot (iowunmcnt to put elo-ute motions and thus stop the 
discussion and also that \oii will not put the most exclusive clauses 
first. 

Mr, SPEAKER: So fat as the putting of tie* motions is concerned, 
that is entireh for me. hut so i.u as the < losuie motions u»e concerned, 
I might tell the House that I want to finish tins matter b\ 8 p.m. on 

Mondav next 

» 

Mr. KHWAJA SHAHABUDDIN; Sn, we ate piepaied to accept 
that off ei pio\iderl no attempt L mad** to deuale from this arrange- 
ment 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y on can rest .isMtied that there will be no devia- 
tion. Let all tie* amendments be moved foimalU fiist and then there 
will be discussion, and on Monda\ at 7- >0 p m. I shall put all the 
amendments to vote in such manner as I consider it necessary. 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: 1 take it that this auangement is 
subject to emergencies and exigencies ! 

Mr. SPEAKER: Naturalh. 

Mr. 8YED JALALuAdIN HA8HEMY: Si i, I may be permitted 
to finish my speech. ( Lnughtei . ) 

The Hon*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of* Dacca: 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause •!(£)? in lines 1 and 2 of the proposed 
clause (b), for the words “four Councillors to be appointed by the 
Provincial Government/' the wotds “eight Councillors to he appointed 
by the Provincial Government, of whom three shall l»e members of the 
Scheduled Castes and the remainder shall be appointed** be substituted. 
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Sir, there id a mistake here ; the word “shall” after the words “the 
remainder” has been omitted. In moving my amendment, I have 
incorporated that. * 

* 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That's all right. Amendment No. 10-12 is not 
in order. 

# 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Are we to understand, Sir, that 
the Hon’fcle Minister wants to make some alteration? # 

Mr. 8PEAKER; 1 h ave seen the original ropy. The fact is that 
there was a mistake in typing, with the lesult that there was a mistake 
in printing also. The word “shall” was omitted. 

Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause T(2), in line 1 of the proposed clause (h), tor the word “four” the 
word “eight” be substituted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: You don’t want reservation tor the 
Sc bed u led Castes? F u n n v ! 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Sii . 1 beg to move that 
in clause T(2), in line 1 ot the proposed clause <b), ioi the word “four’’ 
the following words be substituted, namely: — 

“Five of whom one should be the Chaiiman, Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust, one Scheduled Caste and three ladies — one 
Muslim, one Hindu and one Anglo-Indian.” 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause T(^). in line 1 of the proposed 
clause \b) for the word “four,” the following words he substituted, 
namely : — 

“Five of whom one should he the Chairman, Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust, three ladies — one Muslim, one Hindu and one 
Anglo-Indian and the Director ol Public Health of Govern- 
ment of Bengal 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not quite clear in my mind whether these 
are in order. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 3<2), in line 1 of the proposed clause (b) foe the word “four,” 
the following words be substituted, namely: — 

“Three, of whom one should be Chairman, Calcutta Improvement 
Trust, and two ladies— one Hindu and one Muslim.” 
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Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BASU: Sir. I be K to move that in clause 
3 (2), in fine 1 of the proposed clause (b > ^or the word “four/* the word 
“three’’ be substituted. • 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 3(2), in line 1 of the proposed clause (b) for the word “four,” the 
following words be substituted* namely: — 

‘t)ne Indian Christian, one Budhist and one Jew.” 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY ; Sir, I beg to move that 
in clause 3(2), line 1, ot the pinposed clause (h) ioi the woid “four," the 
following wands be substituted, namely: — 

“Two, of whom one should be the Director of Public Health 
Government of Bengal, and the Thief Engineer of the 
Government of Bengal.” 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sir, I beg to move that in 
clause 3(2), in line 1, of tin* {imposed clause (b) foi the word “four,” the 
woid “tw ? o” be substituted. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: Sit, ] beg to move that in 
clause 3 i^i, in line 1, of the proposed clause {In foi the word “tour,” the 
following words he substituted, nainch : — 

“One representative of the Moslem Oiambet of Commerce and one 
Moslem female as." 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause J(“>, in line 1 of the proposed 
clause th) for the word “four,” the Billowing words he substituted, 
namely : — 

“One representative of the Moslem Chamber of (.’ommeree and one 
representative of the Indian Christians as.” 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3(2), in line 1, of the proposed 
clause (h) for the word *^our,” the following words be substituted, 
namely: — % 

“Two representatives of the Moslem 'League as.” 

Sir, I beg ,to move that in clause -U2), in line 1, of the proposed 
clause I b ) for the # word “four,” the following words be substituted, 
name|y : — • 

“Two representatives of the Moslem League, ope |pale and one 
female as.” 
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Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3(2), in line 1, of the proposed 
clause (b) for the word “lour,” the following words be substituted, 
namely: — * • 

c 

“One representative of the Krishak Rioja Party and one representa- 
tive of the Congress Party as.” 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3(2% in line 1, of the proposed 
clause (h; t tor the word “four,” the following words be substituted, 
namely: — 

“One Moslem female and one Hindu female.” 

Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3(2), m line 1/ of the proposed 
clause (b) foi the word “toui,” the following words be substituted, 
namely : — 

“One Moslem female and one representative of the Indian 
Christians as.” 


Sir, I beg to move that in clause 3(2i, in line 1, of the proposed 
clause (h) for the woid “tour,” the following words be substituted, 
namely: — 

“One Indian Christian and one Budhist.” 

Sir, 1 beg to move that in clause 3(2). in line 1, of the proposed 
clause ( b ) for the word “four,’' the words, “one Moslem and one Hindu" 
be substituted. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Mr. Speaker. Sir, I beg 
to move amendment No. 70 that stands in my name, namely, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Amendment No. 70 does not arise; it is also out 
of order. As a matter of fact, 1 am not clear in my own mind whether 
the amendments which are being moved are all in order or not, but for 
the time being I am allowing all the amendments to be formally moved. 
In case, however, it transpires later on that some of them are not in 
order, they will of course fall through. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Tin *n may I move my 
amendment, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But ,your amendment does not fit in here. 
(Dr. Nalinaksiia Sanyal : Do you mean. Sir, as regards the language?) 
Yes, as regard^the language. Anyway, I shall allow you, Mr. Hashemy, 
to move youy amendment for the time being. 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Thank you, Sir. 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (2) in linp 1 of the proposed clause (6) 
for the word “four,*’ the word “one” Ac .substituted and that one should 
be the Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement Tiust. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the meaning of that word? Anyway, we 
shall consider that later on wlfen the question of admissibility will be 
considered* 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Sn , I bog to move that in 
clause 3 (2), in line 1 pf the proposed tlause (b), foi the word “lour,” 
the word “one” be r suh^t ituted. 

Mr. BANKU BEHARI MANUAL: 1 beg to none that in clause 3 
(2), in lines 1 and 2 ot the proposed clause (/'>, a tier the words “Provin- 
cial Government,” the following wonL lx* reinstated, namely: 

“Of whom three shall he members ot the Scheduled Castes and 
the remainder shall he appointed 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 beg in mo\e that in clause 3 
(~h in lines 1 and 2. ot the piopo-ed < Iuiim* (b). after the words 
“Provincial Government,” tin* following lx* inserted, munch: 

“Of whom at least halt shall hr non-otlinal e\peits in some field 
connected with the adminM r at mil <d the aflairs ot the 
niunicipaliU 

I heg to move that in clause 3 i’J). m 1 1 n«* ^ 1 and 2. of the |>ropoHed 
clause (/>), after the wonls “Provimial Go\oinnient.” the following be 
inserted, name]} : — 

“Of whom at least half shall he hidi**s. 

I beg to move that in clause 3 in lines 1 and 2, of the proposed 
•clause {h), alter the words “Provincial Government,” the following he 
inserted, namely: — 

“Of whom at least half shall he from amongst the number of cx- 
Mtoyors and ex-Deputv Mayors not elected as Councillors. 

• 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (2). in lines 1 and 2, of the proposed 
clause (b), after the words “Provincial Government.” the following be 
inserted, namely* — 

Pin whom at least two shall he from among the heads of recog- 
. nised institutions for technical and general education in 

the city.” 



102 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[7TH JtJLY, 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (2), in lines 1 and 2, of the proposed 
clause (b), after the words “Provincial Government,” the following be 
inserted, namely: — * I 

“Of whom at least two shall be from among the leading medical 
men of this city.” 

« 

I beg to move that in clause 3 ( 2 ), in lines 1 and 2, of the proposed 
plause (/>), % after the words “Provincial Government,” the foltywftig be 
inserted, namely : — 

“Of whom at least two shall be members of the Scheduled Castes.” 

* 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (2), in lines 1 and 2, of the proposed 
clause (b), after the words “Provincial Government,” the following be 
inserted, namely : — 

“Of whom at least one shall be from among the reputed engineers 
residing in this city.” 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (2), in lines 1 and 2, of the proposed 
clause (ft), after the words “Provincial Government, ” the following be 
inserted, namely : — 

“Of whom at least one shall be the Chairman of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust.” 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (2), in lines 1 and 2, of the proposed 
clause (b), after the words “Provincial Government,” the following be 
inserted, namely: — 

“Of whom at least one shall he a nominee of the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust.’ 1 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (2), in lines 1 and 2, of the proposed 
clause (/>), after the words “Provincial Government,” the following be' 
inserted, namely: — 

“Of whom at least one shall be the Chairman of a Suburban 
Municipality.” 1 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (2), in lines 1 and 2, of the proposed 
clause (b), after the words “Provincial Government, ”c the following be 
added, namely: — v ^ 

“Of whom at least one shall be an Indian Christian rate-paver oj[ 
the cCty.*’ 
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I beg to move that in clause 3 (2), in lines 1 and 2, of the proposed 
clause (&),* after the words “Provincial Government,” the following be 
inserted, namely;— * ^ 

“On the recommendation of the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce, the Indian Chamber of Commerce, the Muslim 
Chamber of Commerce and the Bengal Mahajan Sabha.” 

Mlt PATIRAM ROY: I beg to move that in clause 3 (2) in line 2 of 
the proposed clause (b) the comma (,) be deleted after the word 
“Government.” 

Mr. SPEAKER*! 1 may assure you that the matter of punctuation 
is entirely for us to decide. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: 1 beg to move that in 
clause 3(2), in line 2 of the proposed clause (b) after the word “Govern- 
ment” the following words be inserted. namel\ : — 

“Who shall be members of the Scheduled Castes after ascertaining 
the opinion of the Scheduled Caste rate-payers of the 

. Municipality.” 

Mr. RASIK LAL BISWAS: I beg to move that in clause 3 (2), 
in line 2 of the proposed clause (b) after the word “Government” the 
following words be inserted, namely: 

“Of whom thiee shall be members of the Scheduled Custes as 
recommended by the All-Bengal Scheduled Castes federa- 
tion.” 

I beg to move that in clause It (i*). in line 2 of the proposed 

clause (b) after the word “Government” the following words be 
inserted, namely : — 

“Of whom three shall he members of the Scheduled Castes as 
recommended by the members belonging to the Scheduled 
Castes in the Bengal Legislative Assembly and the Bengal 
Legislative Council in a joint meeting to be held for the 
putpose.” 

• 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (2), in line 2 of the proposed 

clause ( b ) aft er the word “Government” the following words be 
inserted, namely : — 

‘<bf whom three shall be members of the Scheduled Castes as 
recommended by the Councillors of the^ Calcutta Corpora- 
tion in the way they elect Aldermen.” 
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I beg to move that in clause 3 (2), in line 2 of the proposed 
clause (6) after the word “Government” the following 'words be 
inserted, namely: — _ 1 \ 

“Of whom three shall be members of the Scheduled Castes as 
elected by the Hindu Members of the Cabinet in a method 

of single distributive voting.” 

• 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (2), in line 2 of the proposed clause 
(b) after the word “Government,” the following words be inserted, 
namely : — 

“Of whom three shall be members of the Scheduled Castes as 
recommended b\ the voters of the Municipal Election 
belonging to the Scheduled Castes of the city of Calcutta, 
in a meeting to be held for the purpose under the rules 
made by the Government.” 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (2), in line 2 of the proposed 

clause (b), after the word “Government,” the following words be 

inserted, namely: — 

“And these three shall be members of the Scheduled Castes and 
as recommended by the voters of Wards Nos. L 27 and .29 
(each ward one member) as provided by the Government in 
rules made for the purpose.” 

1 beg to move that in clause 3 (2), in line 2 of the proposed 

clause (b), after the word “Government,” the following words be 

inserted, namely: — 

“Of whom one shall be tin* Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust and two ladies to represent two major communities 
of the city.” 

1 beg to move that in clause 3 (2), in line 2, of the proposed 
clause (b), after the word “Government” the following words be 
inserted, namely: — 

“Of whom two shall be members of the Scheduled Castes a& 
recommended In all the Scheduled Castes organisations of 
Calcutta in a joint meeting to be hyld for the purpose under 
the rules made by the Corporation of Calcutta.” 

I beg to move that in clause 3 (2), in line 2, of the proposed 
clause \b) % after the word “Government” the following words be 
inserted, namely: — 

“And these two Councillors shall be members of the Scheduled 
Castes as recommended by the non-official members of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly and Bengal Legislative Cour- 
cil belonging to the Scheduled Castes.” 
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I beg to move that in clause 3 (2), to the proposed clause (b), the 
following* proviso be added, namely: — 

“Provided that four Councillors slndl be the members of the 
Scheduled Castes a* recommended In the residents of one 
or more wards of Calcutta according to rules to be framed 
by the local Government.” • 

I leg to move tli^it in clause 3 (~), to the proposed dayo (b), the 
following proviso be added, namely : — 

“Provided that tly* member', to be appointed from the Scheduled 
Castes # shall be on the recommendation of the members ot 
Provincial Legislatures at a meeting to be convened tor this 
purpose, In the Go\ eminent.” 

Mr. DEBI PROSAD KHAITAN: I beg to none that in clause •’> < * 1 
after tin* pioposed clause ( b ) tie* billowing new sub-clause be added, 
namely : — 

(bh) Four Councillois to be appointed as bdluws: 

{ i ) one b\ the Indian Chambci ot Commeice, 

(/?» one by the Bengal National Ch.nnhei ot Commerce. 

(nn one In tlie Muslim Chambei ot Commerce, and 
Or) one by the Marwari Association. 

Such appointments to be made accoidmg to the rules piescribed by 
the Provincial Govei nniciit. 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: In continuation of my 
yesterday’s olnei vat ions with legaid to the motion, I teel inclined once 
again to declare that we ha\e e\e?\ sympathy and .support toi the 
legitimate (daim of the Anglo-Indian «oiiiiinmit\ ot Calcutta to have 
one more seat in the Calcutta Coipniatjou. but I regret \er\ much to 
* oppose* the motion of Mr. Griffiths in its ciitiieiv. Tin* teusoii, as I 
have already stated, is obvious. We aie opposed to the principle of 
the system of nominationi On more than one occasion on the floor ot this 
House s\stem ot nominatinn has been criticised severely and condemned 
by all sections of thin House and the public outside. This system is 
had— had so far as it affects the growth, development and p^gress of 
democratic institutions of this province. 

• t 

Mr. SPEAKER; I am afraid if you are not speaking on 
Mr. Griffiths's motion, your point is wholh out of order. The House 
ffias already accepted nomination, and the only questing! you can ask i. 
as to whether the number should be eight or four.^ 
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Mr, 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: I am coming to that. 

9 . < 

We could have supported Jfr. (Jriffiths’s motion only if he confirmed 
the decision arrived at by the Upper House and if te demanded one 
more seat for the Anglo-Indian community of Calcutta, we would have 
been glad to support his motion. The original proposition of the 
Government was for 8 seats to be allotted for the nominated members 
in the Calcutta Corporation. suggested many alterations, but the 

Government by a sheer majority of votes carried their proposition. « But 
in the Tipper House constituted as it is, Government have a clear 
majority. The Upper House, if I may say so, is the House of Lords 
of this Province. (A voice: House of Lords!) We are commoners 
and the other House is the House of I/>rds. The Upper House after 
careful consideration gave their decision reducing the number from 
eight to four. The day when the Upper House made that decision, the 
number of members attending the meeting was more than 40. There- 
fore, it can be said that the House was well represented and the matter 
was thoroughly discussed by the members of the House of Lords. 
There was a division and the motion for reducing the number of seats 
from eight to four was carried by a majority of votes. (A voice: Of 
how many y) Whatever it may me. In democratic institutions the 
number does not count. Whether it is a majority of one, two or three, 
is immaterial. It was carried. Yesterday I had no idea what would 
be the attitude of Government with regard to the number oi nominated 
members, but to-day when the Hon’ble Minister moved bis motion, it 
was clear that Government insist on their previous decision. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Kbwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

That was the decision of (lie House. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: But a certain strong 
section opposed the idea of giving eight seats through nomination. In 
all fairness T may say that possibly this is the only example during the 
last two years excepting the Finance Bill where there was slight 
modification by the Upper House, and when it came back to us, , 
Government did not accept the decision of the Upper House. (A voice: 
That is not the only occasion.) So far as I know this is the only 
occasion during the last two years when Government is not prepared 
to accept the decision of the Upper House. 

(Here the member having reached bis time-limit, resumed bis seat.) 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: I rise just to givp reasons for the 
amendment that I have moved. It is for the purpose of securing 
representation for the Indian mercantile community on the Corporation 
of Calcutta through such bodies as have been recognised for the purpose* 
of getting representation on this House itself. Members of this House 
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will remember that the bodies that wene selected from the Indian 
mercantile community for the purpose of representation on this House 
were selected after very careful confhlenftion not only at the hands 
of a committee appointed in this province, hut also by the Hammond 
Committee which toured throughout the country. Therefore, so far as 
the selection of the bodies is concerned, there can be no doubt whatso- 
ever about their position. • • 

The next question# is whether the principle of giving 1 representation 
to the Indian mercantile community should he accepted or not. I find 
that on the amendment that has been unepted by this House as also 
by the Upper House ev?iy important section ha*. been given representa- 
tion except the Indian mercantile community My fiiends of the 
European mercantile community have got representation to the extent 
of 10, 6 through the Bengal Chamber of Commerce and 4 through the 
Calcutta Trades Association. Labour ha- also got representation to the 
extent of two Councillors on the Calcutta Corporation. The Anglo- 
Indian community has got representation, so have the General consti- 
tuency and tlic Muhammadan const it m-m \ . I tail to understand why 
the Indian mercantile community should be tbe onh community which 
should be ignored. I do hope that all sections of this House will 
consider that it is fair and just lhat dm* representation should lie given 
to the Indian mercantile communiU, and hope that the Government 
will seee it fit to accept the amendment that 1 have moved. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I understand that the agreement 
was that you would allot about an hour 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That was abandoned That was what I suggested. 
Mr. Khaitan was pointing out that we could not discuss the number 
without knowing for what purpose it would he allotted. On that it was 
agreed that the discus-don would go on till Monday. There are now 
three points. The first is the question oi number: the second is whether 
we should restore the original clause and the third is if any other 
reservation i.s considered necessary, and. it so, for what purpose. 

Mr. 8ANT08H K1JMAR BA8U: Sir. in rising to support the 
amendment which I have placed before this House that the number of 
nominated seats should be reduced to on**, I welcome this opportunity 
which has presented itself before the House of considering thift^question 
of nomination /mce again. The Bengal Legislative Council has really 
pointed the way the solution of the vexed problem of nomination in 
the Calcutta Corporation and incidentally in the local bodies in the 
province. Sir, on the last occasion when Aiis Bill was discussed on the 
floor of this House the question of nomination was agitated from 
different points of view and all the arguments wlmli cftuld be adduced 
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against, this system were considered and discussed threadbare. I do 
not know, Sir, that there wts one single voice raised in suppsrt of this 
system ot nomination, in supportfof the perpetuation.^ this system of 
nomination in the Corporation of Calcutta. Even the tlon’ble Minister 
in charge of this Bill had to admit that the system of nomination is 
under the scrutiny at Government at the present moment not only with 
regard to the Corporation of Calcutta hi^t also with regard to the other 
local bodies in the province. He has also, if I am not disclosing a 
secret, adi^ted that attitude in the Select Committee and even on the 
floor of this House he has made it perfectly clear that the Government 
have certainly not made up their mind finally that the system of 
nomination should he perpetuated in the local ' bodies of Bengal. I 
understand. Sir, that is the attitude which the Go\ eminent still maintain 
with regard to this matter. It the s\*tem of nomination is under 
scrutiny and examination, it the Government’s ultimate desire be to 
abolish this system all over this province, then why not reduce the 
number, so far as the Coiporation of Calcutta is concerned, to the 
minimum Y 1 am suggesting the figure ’‘one," or the figure of three or 
the figure of two so that ,\ou ma\ just continue it on the statute so far 
as the Corporation of Calcutta is concerned until your final decision 
with regard to this system is ultimatcl\ arrived at. M\ purpose in 
reducing the number from four to one is j\M to give* the Government 
an opportunity of finally deciding this ijucslion with regard to all 
local bodies in Bengal and in the meantime jiiht to keep one nominated 
seat so that a violent depaiture from the past might. not he effected 
before the final decision is arrived at. That is the reason. Sir, why I 
have kept that one seat. There is meaning and purpose in retaining 
that one seat because the Chairman ot the Calcutta Improvement Trust 
lias got to be given a seat through the door of nomination inasmuch as 
he has not been made an c.r-offino member in the statute itself. \ oil 
have got to secure the presence and the association ot the ( hairman of 
the Calcutta Improvement Tnist on the Calcutta Corporation. There is 
no other agency, there is no other method by which his recruitment may 
at present be effected. That is m\ purpose. Sir. wh\ I have suggested 
that this number might he reduced to one. So tar as the general policy 
of nomination is concerned, that has been discussed before, and the 
Hon hie Minister has himself admitted, as l lpive said, that that policy 
has not finallx received the seal ot approval 'so tar as the present Govern- 
ment is concerned. Sir, 1 might remind t he Hon ble Minister that the 
Government of India Act by which be swears, it I may be permitted 
to use that expression, so far as the present Bill is concerned, the 
Government of India Act which has been made the 11 foundation of this 
Bill in the Statement of Objects and Reasons has given the final go-by 
to the system of nomination so far as the Provincial Legislatures are 
concerned. (A voice : Here and not in the Council.) So far as the 
Upper Houses, the Legislative Councils t are concerned, my honourable 
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friend reminds me that the system is still in vogue. I fully agree, and 
that is jiist the system which 1 had advocated for the Corporation of 
Calcutta on the J^nst occasion. It isf>nh#it it is considered necessary 
that members should be nominated to the Council, that nomination is 
resorted to under the Government of India Act. It is not incumbent 
upon the Government to nominate members to the Upper Houses if they 
do not consider it necessary. ^So far a-# the Assembly i- concerned the 
system of nomination lias been completeh abolished b\ the Govern- 
ment # of India Act byeau.se it is undcinociatic. because it is ^gainst the 
spirit of the times, because it militates against the vei\ spirit which 
permeates or professes to permeate the Go\enunent ot India Act. Now 
in the Legislate c 0 o tt 1 1 r 1 1 the s\stem ot nomination is still retained 
no doubt, but retained in what foimr' only it it is considered nccessan 
h\ the Government These nominated members do not form an essential 
or an integral pait in the constitution of the Council. Gnlv some 
power is retained by Government to nominate members, it that is 
considered necessarv m tin* exigencies ot ciicunistances. Well, 1 
would suggest, as l did on the List oi raMon, that such power might 
also be retained, so tai as the Cm partition ot Calcutta is concerned, if 
it was thought that on the recruitment ot members through the door 
ot election the propel t\pc ot memhcis had not come Government 
might tin'll have leeouise to noimn.it ion if ion->ulered necessary to 
nominate some technical experts on the ( orporation ot ( alcutta. 1 hat 
j., system which prevails in the l ppei House 1 hat system might 
with advantage be adopted in the Corporation of Calcutta also. That 
was not accepted. And at the present moment I cannot go into that 
aspect ot the matter, hut as ms trend has i.iwmI the question of 
nomination in the Legislative Council. 1 might just remind him that 
1 would rather welcome that ssstem than basing undiluted nomina- 
tion, which is mcrels a sycophant* constituency, a self-seekers 

const ltuenes , which can mils he taken advantage of h\ those who can 

propitiate the Gods that be for the time being and not b\ those who 
can stand upon their own met it and face an electorate and get through 
the open door of election to a democratic bods. 1 hut is the ditleience 
•between nomination and election in delibenuive bodies. Sir, I would 
ask my friend, the Hon’ble Minister in charge, to accept the amend- 
ment which I have promised. It might mean that the matter will go 
back to the Council again — in any case it will. It will for the time 
being enable the Government to give ajead m the matter, to come to 
some sort of a decision with regard to the question of nomination, not 

only for this .particular local body in Calcutta but throughout the 

province. If th^y now accept this amendment and decide to limit the 
number of nominations to one in the ('orporation and appoint the 
Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement Trust to that one single 
•nominated seat. Government will not only solve the problem so far as 
the Calcutta Corporation is concerned, but they wdll^be able to solve 
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the problem for the whole province of Bengal. They are themselves 
pestered with requests for nomination to all these local bodies. Let 
them make a beginning, 1^1 thfm definitely make *up their mind so 
far as the metropolitan local body is concerned, let them definitely take 
their stand and show that they will set their face against this principle 
and abolish nomination. The Calcutta Improvement Trust is prac- 
tically a part, an integral part? of the Corporation itself. It is financed 
bv the Corporation, it caters to the needs of the Corporation; it^serves 
the purport? of the Corporation as an ad hoc body charged with the 
duty of opening out new roads and parks and increasing the amenities 
of this city. From that point of view I think the Chairman of the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust ought to have a 'seat, an honoured seat 
and a useful seat on the Corporation of Calcutta. And one seat should 
be reserved for him. There is no other door open to him now in the 
statute except nomination. That is why 1 am suggesting that one 
seat should be reserved for a definite purpose. I would ask the 
Hon’ble Minister-in-charge to make up his mind, and 1 would also ask 
the Cabinet to definitely come to a decision at this moment on the 
question of nomination which can be given effect to not only in the 
Corporation of Calcutta but ultimately in the whole of Bengal. 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR : Sii, in moving m\ amend- 
ment, I want to make the best of a bud bargain. As my party made it 
clear in their election manifesto that thej wanted to abolish the system 
of nomination, 1 cannot but be inclined to do away with that >\stem 
altogether from all local bodies. But as the House lias accepted the 
principle of nomination with respect to this Bill and as at this stage it 
is not possible to move an amendment to abolish the system of nomi- 
nation, l move some other amendments which mean that I propose to 
reduce the number of nominated seats trom 4 to 8 or to 2. 

Sir, in moving these amendments 1 propose that the nomination 
should be made from the eommuniU comprising the Indian Christians, 
the Buddhists and the lews. At the same time 1 propose that one 
nomination should be made from the Muslim Chamber of Commerce* 
and one from Muslim ladies or from other unrepresented commercial 
groups. 

Sir, we had criticised the system of nomination in detail when this 
Bill was discussed in this Hou^e previously. Now we have got another 
opportunity of discussing it. Therefore, Sir, at this second earliest 
opportunity I would try to reduce the number of nominated seats from 
4 to 8 or to 2. (Maulvi Muhammad Israil: Why^not one?) It is 
reserved for you. The system of nomination, as 1 have submitted, can- 
not be supported on historical grounds, because it takes us to the middle 
ages when the autocratic Governments compromised with the rising 
democracy, apd' in order to keep their hold over the country the Kings 
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<ind the Governments of the mediaeval age proposed nominations to meet 
the demands of the rising tide of democracy. Subsequently most of the 
democratic countries abolished the #ysteA of nomination, but in our 
country the system of nomination was retained only to keep our masters 
in power and to do anything according to their wish in the elected 
bodies. The Government of India Act which came into force in 1937 
abolished the system of nomination in the Lower Houses of the Provin- 
cial Legislatures, and that is practically a hint given to us that down- 
wardfr from the Provincial Legislature we should not keep^the system 
of nomination in force. But that principle has been given a go-by 
in the present Bill and the Government is again forcing nomination in 
the Calcutta Corporation, the premier self-governing institution in our 
country. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacoa: 

On a point of order, Sir. After both the Lower House and the Upper 
House have accepted the principle of nomination, can the honourable 
member speak about the system of nomination Y 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER : I think, it is in order. 

Maulvi ABU H0S8AIH 8ARKAR: When the Bill was presented 
to the House, the Preamble told us that the Bill was introduced mainly 
to give proper representation to the Muslim community. But I wonder 
how the interest of the Muslim community will be served by keeping 
the s\stem of nomination in force or In fixing the number at eight. 
Nomination will not serve the interest of any community excepting 
that of the person nominating. The nominated members will not 
represent the Muslims, or the Hindus or the Christian community. 
They will be merely electrified dummies. Sir, as 1 was submitting 
before the House, the Muslim interest was mainlv in the picture when 
the Bill was first introduced. We suggested several wa\s which might 
serve the interests of the Mussulmans in the < alcutta Corporation. We 
suggested adult franchise, we suggested other means, but nothing wan 
•adopted. Here in Calcutta the Muslim population forms only 2f» per 
cent., but according to the present arrangement only ID per cent, of the 
people will be able to votg. I submit, a man will be truly representative 
if at least 50 per cent, or more of tlie population can vote for him. The 
persons who will not be so elected to the Calcutta Corporation will not 
truly represent the Muslim community, not to speak of the eight 
nominated members who will have no connection with any eommur.ty 
whatsoever. Therefore, I submit, the original put pose of introducing 
the Bill that they will make true representatives of the Muslim com- 
munity in the Calcutta Corporation is now* forgotten. Instead of doing 
that, they are retaining eight persons to he nominated to get in power 
the party which is now running the Government. Thety are not caring 
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for the interest of any community or of the country as a whole. In 
my other amendments I submit that one member at least ^from the 
Muslim Chamber of Commer#e should be taken in. This body has been 
recognised by the Parliament also and a representative from that body 
lias been given to this House, but unfortunately a smaller body than the 
Provincial Legislature were not given any opportunity to have anybody 
to represent the Muslim Chamber of Commerce. Therefore, if the 
interest of the Muslims be at heart of the Hon’ble the Mover of tlie Bill, a 
provision for representation in the Corporation from that body least 
should have been made 1 . But unfortunately it has not been done. I 
appeal to the House that instead of trying to retain the interest of any 
particular body in the Calcutta Corpoiation the- interest of the country 
and the interest of tlu* Muslims and other minorities be kept in view. 
If the system of nomination is maintained or if eight persons are nomi- 
nated, it may give balance of power to the foreigners who are practically 
ruling us. Therefore, instead of doing that, instead of keeping that 
party in power, it should be our duty to have a proper perspective of 
the whole thing and we should try to introduce into the country a proper 
atmosphere of democratic government. Therefore, 1 submit that my 
amendments may be taken iuto consideration and accepted by the House. 

Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLICK: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, the 
proceedings of this House relating to the subject-matter under discus- 
sion are quite fresh in the minds of the hon'ble members of this House 
because they are too recent. So, an elaborate discussion over again is 
absolutely unnecessary . 

Sir, the Bill, as passed in the A^embly, provided seven seats for 
the members of the Schedule Castes. But the Council cut down three 
of these seats. So, Sir, we are left with four seats only. Thus, the 
people, who are entitled to nine seats in a House of 1)2, being ten per 
cent, of the total population of the city ot Calcutta, are in the opinion 
of the Council to have only four seats. The injustice is too glaring to 
need any comment. 

Sir, in order to rectify this injustice, it is necessary to retain these 
three seats in the nominated list. 

Sir, it may now* be argued that even within the amended list of 
nominated seats provision can yet be made* for the members of the 
Scheduled Castes. They may have three seats and the other may go 
to the Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement Trust. But, Sir, this 
distribution will exhaust the scanty list of amended nominated seats, 
and there will be no room for women, labour and other interests. Sir, 
in order to solve this difficulty, after very careful consideration, eight 
seats were kept to be filled in by nomination. This, Sir, is the justi- 
fication for substituting the word * 4 eight*' in place of the word “four”. 

With these avorvls, Sir, 1 resume my seat. 
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Mr. DH1RENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the amend- 
ment whi<& stands in my name proposes to reduce the number of nomi- 
nated Councillors .from four to two. f It il well known, Sir, that the 
system of nomination is a pernicious system and should he done away 
with. 

If you would look up the Government of India Act, 1935, which 
controls the Assembly, you will find tRat the system of nomination 
should* be done away with altogether: it has been done away with 
in the case of this Assembly, and has practically been donc#wav with 
in the case of the Council of this province. In view of this clear inten- 
tion of the Government of India Act, 1 submit that there is absolutely 
no reason why the system of nomination should be retained for this 
city of Calcutta. 1 submit. Sir. that the object underlying this Bill 
is not to increase the civic amenities of Calcutta : the object is to convert 
the majority community into a minority community: the further object 
of the Bill is to undermine the strength aud influence of the Congress 
in the civic administration of this city. 

Sir, if the object ot having nominated Councillors is to improve the 
condition of Calcutta or to improve the civic amenities of this city, 
then 1 think that Government should not have any objection in accepting 
the suggestions of my friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, such as that at 
least half of the nominated Councillors shall he non-official experts in 
some field connected with the administration of the affairs of the muni- 
cipality. or at least half shall be from amongst the number of ex-Mayors 
aud ex-l)epuH *Ma\or- not elected as Councillors, or at least two shall 
be from among the heads of recognised institutions for technical and 
general education in the city, or at least two shall be from among the 
leading medical men of the city, oi at least two shall be members of the 
Scheduled Castes, or at least one shall he from among the reputed engi- 
neers residing in this city, or at lea-4 one shall be the Chairman of the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust, or at least one shall he a nominee of the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust, or at lea-4 one shall be the Chairman of 
a suburban municipality, or at lea^t one shall be an Indian Christian 
rate-paper of the city, and so on aud so forth. I am quite sure, Sir, 
*that the purpose of the Government is not to improve the civic condi- 
tion of Calcutta; their object is to reduce the majority community into 
a minority community. * 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, it is well known that originally it was 
provided that seven members of the Scheduled Castes should be nomi- 
nated, but subsequently under pressure of those members of the 
Scheduled Castes who support Government it has been provided in the 
Bill that four members should be elected and three should be nominated. 
Why is it that the Scheduled Castes should be denied the privilege of 
flection? I am quite sure in my mind that the so-called leaders of the 
Scheduled Castes who support the Government do fiot feet any support 
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from members of that community living in the city of Calcutta, because 
if they had such support they would not have clamoured for nomination. 
They cannot enter the Corporation of Calcutta by means of election, 
and so they want to get in by the back door. So, it has been suggested 
that three Councillors should be nominated from amongst the Scheduled 
Caste members. But why? My friend Mr. Pulin Behary Mullick has 
not in any way been able to show why there should be nomination for 
the Scheduled Castes. Can it be said that the interests of the rate- 
payers of Calcutta belonging to the various communities are different 
and not identical? Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I submit that the interests 
of the various peoples living in this city are one and the same. The 
interests of the Hindus and of the Muslims aie identical. This is a 
proposition which no one will be able to challenge. 

Sir, I submit once again that this Bill is a pernicious Bill and a 
communal Bill at that, designed to convert the majority community in 
this city into a minority community. 

The Hon’ble the Chief Minister was pleased to observe that the 
provisions of this Bill were fair, but, Sir, be lias openly declared in 
this House that the real object behind this Bill is not to improve the 
civic administration of Calcutta — the object is to destroy the strength 
of the Congress. It is with this end in view that this principle of nomi- 
nation has been sought to be introduced in this measure, viz., for 
destroying the strength of the Congress in the affairs of the Calcutta 
Corporation and converting the majority community of this city into 
a minority community. The Hindu community forms -75 per cent, of 
the population of the city of Calcutta and 80 per cent, of the taxes are 
paid by them. Justice is on their side. I think, 1 can confidently say 
that such an unjust Bill has never disfigured the statute book of any 
civilised country in the world. 1 am quite sure that my friends on the 
other side will not look to reason, they will not look to the justice of 
our cause, but the amendment that has been suggested by the Hon’ble 
Nawab Habibullah Bahadur of Dacca will certainly be carried by mere 
force of number — this is tyranny of the number. But before I sit down, 
I want to remind the Cubinet of the well-known expression of one of the 
most eminent political thinkers in the world, namely, that justice is 
power and if it cannot create, it will certainly destroy. I want to 
remind the House that justice is on our side and justice is power and 
if it cannot create, it will certainly destroy. With these few words, I 
commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

Mr. W. CHIPPENDALES Sir, I rise to support the amendments 
moved in favour of an extra seat for Anglo-Indians — one of them ha* 
been moved by Mr. Hashemy to whom I am grateftB — because I feel 
that an allotment of only two seats for this community, a community 
which is important in many respects, is totally inadequate. We Anglo- 
Indians have veiy many interests in this city : we pay our rates and taxee 
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It has been said that the landlords pay a large sum of money to the 
coffers df the Corporation. But, Sirens a matter of fact if you analya* 
that statement jflu will find that not an inconsiderable portion of that 
large sum is paid by the Anglo-Indians. For every Anglo-Indian pays 
his occupier’s share of the municipal taxes through his landlord. 
Sometimes he pays it directly and sometimes he pays it indirectly. If 
the amount of money that is paid by t tie Anglo-Indian .inhabitants of 
this gj*ent city be added up, you will find that the Anglo-Indians cer- 
tainly pay a good proportion of the total amount of the taxe* realised in 
this city. In the next place there are other interests also which the 
Anglo-Indians are called upon to protect, namely, their educational insti- 
tutions. Some of these educational institutions are being forced to 
leave the town of Calcutta and go outside municipal limits on account 
of the exorbitant rate of taxes that is imposed on them — whether these 
taxes are imposed deliberately or imposed in the ordinary course of 
business, I do/ not know. But this much is certain that many schools 
are being compelled to go out of Calcutta in order to exist. They are 
not doing so for the purpose of bettering their prospects or for attract- 
ing more children, but only lor the purpose of self-preservation. So, 
Sir, you will see that we have a large interest to protect, and I feel that 
representation of our community by only two members is wholly inade- 
quate. We want more. No doubt this is rather a late stage in the 
proceedings to raise this question, but under section 3 of the Act the 
number can be increased. 1 trust that Government will see that proper 
representation is given to the Anglo-Indians and that justice is done 
to a community which deserves everything of the best from the hands 
of every Government whether now existing or which may come into 
existence in the future. 

The House was then adjourned for 15 minutes. 

(After adjourn went.) 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WAS: ami:— 

Cl 2POTI move Kdtt OTI VttT 

TO «tTlX OTtf* ’WTO fTO 5T$ I C* W *TOT? TO*C Btfa I«TO 

fflt Cl INTO ontlggy TOtfftl ( Scheduled Ca*tes ) ClfTCI TOHTOI 

( nomination ) 2POTI TOCTR t*$8TT< TOHTOI fTOWl t fiWT *0^ TOOTI 

•HI CTO 8TO TOCTI Wtagf >*2MTIW CTO m 

TO aCTO Simon Commission TOta CTO TO?T TO TO&TCII TO 

CTO nomination ai oil af OTO ffTfTOftTOi CTO nomi- 

nation ai tot aero to=c* vKm wCmp msm tar tan, fro 
W¥TB CfR WtatTO W TO TO faCICf “TOIT nominatoin 5Tt ITT 

aw one toc toIi nta ♦efim aw nta *wn toktcii cm 

nomination « WTOET 
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C3 cvil®!^ n*a3l3$ nomination 43 f<C3T3l IT 33, 3TX®03 TO*! 
H*aon® nomination 43 ?3C3PjJt \ domination W® *3T 3®C1 *nC3 

3TI 3fa CTO WK1C33 C3T3 Pl(<K$ PFT3 afo'&IW 03TO 33 TORT 

p® 5TOTT3 ?3C3i3 fl!3 PTC* $33^1 43^ 3T3 $33 U*<1H 3XC3 P®TO wiw 

Thh/iTij® 4C3 3®tto 3TC3 1 ®rt ®03 445 1 afo*&TPC3 , — pt 31 3 ^ sfi®T3® 3 $# 

3T PR — $33 fal® 4C3 C^R Sfcfafa 3®TC! TO 3Tt TOO TOO SOPT 43t 
33T33 COCO 4PTC3 , »TC 4* ST33T3 33 337TI, C3 33*3 afafafa * nominated 
3C3 3T3 TOf P® 3*a3Tl33 PPR aflM'03 TO 3TI TOR TOT nominate 
TO TOT?® 0P03IR 3RT3 f3TO 3CF® TOP, 43t P®$® 33{ TOR RTO*! 
313*1 TOO 'SUCH P® BR^334T3l3 3PTT33R3 3T 3C3 t?4 v C3 33 1 3C33 3TC3 
nomination 3T93T 3TC3 3T1 3® 3C3TSR 33 43t TO3 S033T3 3C3« tOW C3 

*TCTO CTO TOT fOC3C3 P® 3*30TC33 RT*f 33? 33P5, P® 0* a0 1C33 TO 3lt333 
TOl 43C! TOT 3*TO33 33 3T 1 43^3 3^R5 TO3T TOP 903313 COCO® 1 
31*fC0® C3 C3 RTR nomination RT3T faflO 3*3313 CTO afafafa 3®TC3CR 
3® TOT TO TO fa'TOO TO COOT 3T3 TOPI R«OT 3® C3 P® 3*aOTT33 
CTO $33^ CTO,— P® 3*8WTC33 CTO 3331 CTO PTOTR 3T3 3TI P® 3*»0 TC 33 
RTO^ORRl C3T3 C«U4 PT3TC3 3T3 3T \ ®UfH 45T 3PT ®C 3 5® 40TR s^'*'*!® 
TO 4* House 43 330l3[$f TO3TC33 stfOTOO TO® facOb'C-W 3f33CS* 
4?£3 3C3T33PT3 faPOOl t 4$ TOlTr TOT TO33T3 3C3 4C3CY, division list 
CTO^a® 43 SPOO 3T93T 3TC3 1 TOTTO® TO c fC3^ 3® nomination 43 RRT TOT S3C03 
313*31 Blare'S 5T3 3T0C3 (TO 3li afl3R ®CR3T 3£RTfal ®I 3^®R Hfa4 3PTC33 
C3 01«fR® 351 333T TO OTOll^V TOTOT3C3 ®C3 CTO 851 3T3 TORT 

TOC33 4TC9® 4«R 0®1 3®R0R 33T 333T3I ®S 3tTO3 W CTTOT^f l 3I3T 
®R^BTO PT*Tl3 3f3C3*TC33 o51 C3^ t33T3 5T3T Cl® t33Tt3PT3 TO® 3CTOTO ^ 
o51 TO^TTTO «R^5 TO33I3PP f3Cl COTtYCTO t3^J TO*fC3C®3 t3C3T?3TO 1TC33 
2PTO ®1ST3T 33 1 TO®fC3® C3 «R^T1 TOTOTC33 f3C3T3l ^3® fa TO SOT! SPTTO 
33? TO«fC3® 3f3 TO33TC33 afa TOR^flTOTO 3C13 TO’PT TO ^ 3TO3 

C3 ^> 0 SR TO PT*33 TOT TOlC3*tC3 nominate 33CT3 TO 0$1 TO« ! «T3?C! 
n*TOT3PP f3C! TO^53? 

TO*Tl3C®3 aw 3fa3T3 CTO ®(f3TO 3® C3 TOT nomination 43 
RT3T «(3JTO TOTOTC33 ^TO^T 3ltTO n®TC331 33*s 3TC! «R?TO TO 33 T C33 ^fa 

TO1 4^ TO*fC3C®3 R1 V ?T3T 33 TO®C3® P®3^TOTC3 nomination f3C33l 
TO*fC3C®3 nominated 3TflTO C3 ITOtla^f TOS3TC33 afa TOT3^tlTOTO 3^C33 
3T 43^ 43^*T PTTPP3 RT3T ITOl^’f TOS3TC33 3fll 33 3T TO OT1 

3^>TO 4t House 4 43^ Upper Chamber 4 ITOl'ST^t TOS3 R33 TO 1^3 II 
sqfa TOP3 C3 *m amendment motion 3C3®«1 TO faC3lf31T ^3TC1 TOT 
fTOTCIl *4 wefa TOTC33 C3 W amendment «0C3 1TC1 TOT TO3T 
Rill 3 lt3 C3 nomination 4PF3TC3 3d 4TO TOR ^falR TOTC33 
C3tl 31*113® 3f3 3C3T333 ^3U® 5T3 ITTPl TO<C3®C¥ TO3T 4 «RJ3T3 3RC1 
•Ofa 43^ fm House PP 4 3R^C3T3 TOTC1 *0f3 C3 TOT 3® nomination 
#3c$l TO TOO scheduled castes 43 P® J'OO! CTOPPF nominate 
133 3TC33 1 scheduled caste 43 P0C3F3 f3 B 31* TO, TOT 3fa 
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fTfTO T *WtRR scheduled caste a? TO* dRCS prR TOC? df?TOr 
ffcsra scheduled caste aR rate-payers ??RT Association a? RTOf 
fiT«T TO CfltolH t domination dR/H ctTO • nomination a? dndTfRTO TO 
cro tosSt r^t * «tt$rt rtcr 1 

a?rcR «iiHiR cr wro R=R^rr toUI sfofRfR croffro tot Rfa To^lTl dTaTRTH 
atfTCR RI d’CR IrVMH dR<(< RiRHU dRW # TOW TOC? f itM TOT?* 

e TO TO 5? I afc House a CR W*5 W^TS WSITORR SfofRf? fTCTR 

S*TOT* recommendatiorjCR^ra fwfrl affMR RT&TR fdTOT ^FfTOFTOT TOW STOl?- 
CR TO5 CflSlR TOTR TORR RTO5 fro nomination dCW^TOT? TOTI 

fro* to rt\ fror «k,?& wswtcrr cr tos nfafo met . — cr TO5 

mWsr rtos rp?tr Rf*fprt> c*r to toot aw fd 

ntfro d'Cro to riot, — $tcr? rtos fro cwrtr Trcrt? dRro towi chicIir 

$W WftRC’frR VTTOTOl W^CTCR CR TO5 CTO nominated W TORI 

$?R dTTORR CTO f<MTH Rlt RT «nfdCR RTI 

aR House aR *7mR HfTCRR sff fRR*te trow a$ CR nomination 
SPIT TOT faCMT TO RT C?R nomination SWT ?TR ad TOHItt* $?R CTO 

to bTfro fro c^t fod jmjero nfRSR crsrt to rt i wtTrc’Sr dTCR 

scheduled caste a? CR All- Bengal Scheduled Tastes Federation TO! 

CTTRR RTO5 f TO 6 TORR d^nfRT dR^TOR at CWRTRIRR nomination d?£Rl 
fdTOT aOT Rfa TOfff TO? TO’C? dTRRTRT as dRCTJ TOW CR Bengal Legis- 
lative Assembly a Bengal Legislative Council a CR W?5 Scheduled 

Castes ' a? ?ST TOTR TORR RTOE fRCR TOT ad TORT1 TO fafilt TO 
ThViId‘ 5 dlR fW CdTR ftR SOOT $*TR ©*ItKR dTTOT TOT — C?R ftjR 5RCd 

TORHT nominate dRC'S TOW I fdTOT dTWTRT RfR TO dCW df?dTBT 
Corporation a Scheduled Caste a? TOT?* RdT dRRTR SRT CdTOR C?Td 

TOR TOC? df?dTOT Corporation a? $?CR dTWTRT C?frT C1CR fw, TOT 

Alderman elect TO VI TOR Wt TOR Scheduler! Caste a* foR TO 
aMRfRR TO suggestion dTO TOW CRt suggestion RR^TOR *l§<CR l t 
nominate dRTO TOW \ fTOT <5 Tf c fR*^ fW 9R CTOTO fRW TOW 

TOW dtdTOT Corporation aR Scheduled Caste aR CBTllTRRT R^TfRR dRCW I 

aOT RfR Riin^RHR TOj'RRT TR TO’Cd dTWTRT aw Scheduled Caste d« 

• member CRR nominate dTO TOW RTRT dtdTOTR Sohedulod (^aste ai 

organisation RTRT T^/iTbO TOR l td*RT dTOTRT a*R W StctRTRTd 

nominate dTO TOW RIJT Assembly « Council aR Scheduled 

Caste aR non-ofl&cial member TO d^Td TOTR*T5 TORI aw suggestion 

R^R RR1 TO Government of In^iia Act a afrT ttdl CRRTR 
CTO? TO*tW> atTOR Sf^fRfR nominate dROT l VTR’Cd aifHCd CRW 

election TO JWT fTO? OTtR nomination TO 1 «TTfR CR WTO suggestion 
aTOR frofr CTR •RTRT TOltn Scheduled Ca^te aR TOTR*te Rltf TOWi 
5TR TOT TORTR CdTR TO TOTO RTl TO TORTRT RtR TO« wider Riff 

8TO dCW TOT? dfddOT TORR WTO fTR^ rate-payer CRX 

RTT*tT^>T CTOp ?RR TOTR CTO suggestion dRCd TOW 1 • 
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JtflG /mww*® »TOft TOOT* ^HTO ^lt4B ^TW. S^OTOTOTOTOT HWW'f 
CTO *fa& TO OTTO HTC^OT fmwl *OTT TO TO'taTO Wl TOT* 

ice 8ro*w or otto Wart 8*flw nT«nt**i *W>* fOT # fror to o ^r 
a«^( K^g nt otot wfro *rc$ towtto to ototo to To oot 

0«tx otfl TOtW? ORto fP *lfa TO OTTO ¥TOT declare WOT 
tTO rojTO TOTOTO COOT =OT TOT TOfCaCCtOT OOT*fe COOT l Slfa 06 
UPf «tot O O COOT TOO tO Corporation <5* aftfaftf 

flO SOTT OTClfWO, TO TOO CTO OTfa flTO, T#^J TOtW) 0T060 
PI 8OTOTT O CO l OST foWOT OTTO f®TO <lTtW O OT^OT «9t 

TO t W «RJOT TOHfa 8KfW nfiOtl OTTO *ICI RTTI 6 ^EOT *gOT 
TOO CO Of *ri OTTOTT en&lVOTt. OTTO error ' TO^OTOT* condemn 
fT*l 

antu CTOTOT TOtWTO on sfaOT fo Fit OTOTOT at nomination a? 
COT COTT COTR OT ®TTOT OR CO tC OTPOT $KfCY 

nTOYt O *fal at OT TtR 5R COPF TOtW nominate roTO COTT 

epgnrc tootto ^i^tto toowtot o* roro rom roorro to 

cOTtiro rtn fro? oro 07a rt 1 aw toottto 5nTc afro 

IOT aC BRJT V5 TOOTOT aTaaiCl' Corporation a OT OTOT C*TO OTOT afTOT 
* *TO COOT ®RT PT OTOT TOO O C5RrOT« ©U^JCC *(? ^tCTOT ’TO tTOTI 

®nt»r ca 8RT toWSotf airo wf fro ®rjo SRrfa ac aro 
uro n§ < OTOTOT toRo I oot \n«WH 5Tt or accR stto — ottos StRifac 
ot otc ®ro cto pfaa toctto or «uchh, otto* ottoc, otto 

TOTO OTOT SOTO — OTTO *fa OTt O, OT COT W fRTOT SWOT 

fro nrro ^ ot cor toto faesro tocto to to? o facror o 
rocs otto c prt cor armor fa o tocto srt rocs crot 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to support 
the principle of no nomination, or failing that less nomination. In 
doing so, I have to record an emphatic protest against this denial of 
democracy by the Government. In the year of our Lord 1939 to think 
of appointing Municipal Councillors by nomination is an anachronism, 
and it must therefore go. Sir, may I ask the Government what is it 
that has induced them to introduce this pernicious system of nomination 
in a self-governing institution like the Calcutta Corporation ? Is it love 
for the Scheduled Caste people? Far from it. It is not love for any- 
body or for anything but themselves. It is self-love > pure and simple. 
Ilaving provided in the pernicious Bill for separate electorate, thus 
creating artificial but effective harrriers between Hindus and Muham- 
madans and between Caste Hindus and Scheduled Caste Hindus, they 
are now taking another step c forward. They now intend to create a 
barrier between Scheduled Caste people and Scheduled Caste people.^ 
Let me tell you how. By the distribution of patronage in the shape of 
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nomination they will create a division between those people who will be 
in the gtfid books of the Government and those people who are not. 
Sir, it really is ^ puzzle to me, and why Ae Government should think 
of continuing this pernicious system of nomination, I fail to understand. 
If the real motive that actuates the Government is the love for the Sche- 
duled Caste people who, according to them, do not know how to elect 
their own representatives of t4ie Municipal Committee and therefore 
requirg the perpetual tutelegc of the Government, then to ask the 
Scheduled Caste peojde to remain content with that, is nothing but an 
insult to them. It is better, however, if the Government are frank 
and tell them plainly, “we are determined to divide the Hindus and 
Muhammadans, we are’determined to divide the Scheduled Caste and 
Caste Hindus, and also to divide even the Scheduled Castes and Sche- 
duled Castes.” 

Sir, I would not take any more time of the House, hut in conclusion 
I would ask the Government to take note of one fact. The country has 
found out the game. The country shall not tolerate it in the name of 
democracy and good government. We of the Congress party afe deter, 
mined to do away with this state of things and the country to a man 
sooner or later, rather sooner than later, will find out the game and will 
follow us, the consequences of which it is not very difficult to anticipate. 
I ask the Government to take note of this and to act accordingly, and if 
they find it impossible to drop out nomination altogether, they should 
at least make an endeavour to make nomination as little obnoxious as 
possible. 


Mr. MONMOHAN DAS: Sir, I rise to speak a few words with 
regard to the due share of the Scheduled Castes in the Calcutta Corpo- 
ration. A clear injustice has been done to the Scheduled Castes and 
to the Hindus in general as a result of this Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment) Bill. I made my position quite clear at the time of the 
third reading of thi.s Bill in this House that the motive of the Govern- 
ment is bad and that the policy adopted by them is a pernicious one 
^detrimental to the Scheduled Castes and to the Hindus in general. 

Sir, I do not want to*go into the question at length, but I would 
like to point out that while the Government have allotted 22 seats to 
the Muhammadans who lonn onl> 2o per cent, of the entire popula- 
tion of Calcutta, they have provided 47 seats for the Hindus including 
four elected seats for the Scheduled Castes, although the Hindus form 
72 per cent, of th# total population. Is it not an act of clear injustice 
to the Hindus in general who on the ba*i*of the seats allotted to the 
Muhammadans, are entitled to 62 seats instead of 47? Even the Sche* 
duled Castes, Sir, on the basis of the weightage gi^en to the Muham- 
madan community, are entitled to get at least ten seats, but the Govern* 



120 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[7th July, 

ment have given them only seven seats. And out of* these seven seats 
tour have been proposed to be elected and three nominated sea^. As to 
the reason why the system tf nomination is propose^ to be retained by 
the amendment before this House tabled by the r Hon’ble Nawab 
Bahadur of Dacca, we do not know, but it is well known to him that 
the majority of the Scheduled Castes people both here and outside this 
House vehemently opposed the system^ of nomination. (Mr. Anttkul 
Chandra Das: Question?) No such questionings and interruptions 
will make out a case for my friends of the Cpalition Group* but I 
assert that it is a fact that three-fourths of the members of the Sche- 
duled Castes have vehemently opposed the system of nomination. In 
spite of that, Sir, there is no denying the fact \hat only with a view to 
satisfy a few favoured henchmen of Government, they are going to per- 
petuate this pernicious system, so that these men who are anxious to 
have a seat on the Corporation may have it through the back door of 
nomination. To say that the system of nomination is being retained 
with a view to safeguard the interests of the Scheduled Castes who may 
not secure an adequate representation on the Calcutta Corporation 
through election is a misnomer. To make my position clear I may 
refer to the state of affairs in almost all thp local bodies in the province, 
— the union boards, district hoards and municipalities, — where the 
seats on the hoards are captured by the Muhammadans and Caste 
Hindus, and the Scheduled Castes are almost unrepresented. Had the 
Government a real desire to safeguard the interests of the Scheduled 
Castes, they would certainly not have allowed to continue that state 
of affairs there. The British Government. Sir. when introducing the 
Reforms, have abolished this pernicious system of nomination in the 
Provincial Legislative Assemblies, and by virtue of the Government 
of India Act. 1935, thirty members of the Scheduled Castes have found 
their place in this House, and we, Sir, both in this House and outside, 
will fight with the last drop of our blood to compel this reactionary 
Government to do away with this pernicious system. This Government, 
Sir, has retained this pernicious system of nomination in the Calcutta 
Corporation solely with a view to reduce the legitimate Hindu majority 
in the Calcutta Corporation to a statutory minority, and to \ave a 
ruling hand over that body with the help of a foreign element, the 
Britishers. The fact is that in case all these seven Scheduled Caste 
seats are made elected seats, Government Apprehend that the elected 
members of the Scheduled Castes will join with the Congress and frus- 
trate the real motive behind this pernicious piece of legislation. 
Lastly t < Sir, mky I strike a note of warning to my Scheduled Castes 
friends in the coalition group and also to my friends over there — I mean 
the Hon ’hie Mr^ Mullick and the Hon’ble Mr. P. D. Raikut — wbo are 
so anxious to retain the system of nomination, that the time is not far 
distant when, to their utter amazement, they will find one fine morning 
that the power th^t they now wield is gone and that they have lost the 
confidence of the community to whic h they belong. 
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Ml** SIBNATH BANERJEE: Sir, I expressed myself very 
strongly ^against the system of nomination on a previous occasion whe» 
this Bill was before this House. Bu{ to-dhv what I want to say is not 
so much about 'the system of nomination, but how Labour is feeling 
about the Municipal Bill. This Government — not to speak of other 
things — by the promulgation of the Jute Ordinance which by the way 
Government did not dare plaoe before fhe House and w’hich we did not 
get ^n opportunity of criticising has shown that the present Ministry 
is going against the interests of Labour. And in this B^l they have 
gone further. They have seen the strength of Labour because Labour 
has repeatedly shown its militancy, and therefore to break that mili- 
tancy a new weapon being forged, and that is communalism. Com- 
munalism is being introduced in this Municipal Bill. That is not • 
stray instance! Throughout Bengal we are finding communalism being 
spread and to give it a fillip that system — 1 mean the communal system 
— is being introduced in the Calcutta Corporation also. 

Sir, here I would only like to record my voice of protest. It has often 
been said — it was for instance said on the last occasion — that so long 
Labour did not get any seats and we are now giving Labour two sent* 
and one nominated seat possibly. Still Lalxmr is so ungrateful that 
they are never satisfied and they are raising their voice against it. I 
want to make it clear on account of the way in which these two seats are 
being given and the third seat is proposed to be given that we feel 
that those who are not connected with Iiwlniur, those who are acting 
under the dictates of capitalists will get those seats through nomination. 
The rules about election have been so manipulated that genuine trade 
unions are finding no scope, and members of such trade unions find 
no opportunity of even standing as candidates for election. The 
Calcutta Corporation has about 20,000 workers and so if they demand 
a special seat, that demand is quite justifiable. As so many seats 
90 or 95— are being given to the different interests, why not give one 
seat to represent the 20, 0(H) employees of the Calcutta Corporation who 
are really responsible for running the whole administration? But that 
has hot been conceded. I may again raise my voice of protest and 
say that if these 20,000 employees take it into their heads they can 
put the Corjioration — not only the Calcutta Corporation but the whole 
Government— in a very .difficult position. For instance, let us visualize- 
that the lighters of the Corporation do not work. What will happen Y 
The city of Calcutta will be as dark as {lades 1 And real lions and tiger* 
of the Sunderbans — and not the sham lions and tigers wl^ proclaim 
themselves as such — will be seen in the streets of Calcutta as they 
were seen 180 yars hack when Sutanati was bought by Job Charnock 
and first settlement was made here. Now, one may think that it doe* ^ 
not matter. We need not go out at night. Let us suppose, Sir, 

. the electric workers of the Corporation stop their work. What wiir 
happen? Or suppose that the water-workers stop 'sullying water. life 
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will then be very uncomfortable for the Hon'ble Ministers and for 
those who are piloting this Bill. Now, let us take the last mstance. 
Suppose the sweepers of the € Calcutta Corporation stqp work. 'What 
will happen? You can easily visualise, Sir, that if thfc people who at 
present roam about in the cloaks of lions and tigers have to do the work 
which the sweepers do, then not only they but everybody in Calcutta 
will be put to difficulty. I do hot know swhether the Hon’ble Ministers 
would like to have a foretaste of the job which the sweepers hage to 
*do if the l^ter take it into their heads that as the Ministry is not 
redressing their grievances they are not going to work any more. These 
are the possibilities, Sir. I do not mean to say that these will inevitably 
happen, but I say that these are the possibilities which may very well 
<come to pass. Therefore, Sir, I would ask the Hon’ble Ministers and 
those who are supporting them to consider this aspect of the question 
though what I say may appear to be somewhat fantastic this evening 
On behalf of Labour, therefore, I would ask Government to drop the 
Bill. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER; Sj. Narendra Nath Das Gupta will speak first. 

8). NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: wtfc *to?, tor at 

Assembly TO Ctffa R 5TOR arelt re 1^5 ?to U"<TH 

«WPT? RTLflTO l TOSto at SRCTORl STOTR TORT scheduled castes 

member TO nomination a? TOTO election titTaW; 
^■t'RC'ivff Nr ?5Rt nomination $T ?T 51 — TORT at *TT?T CTOlt l at 

2P5TR W RTRR R — SlWTOT rate-payers TO 

TOT R scheduled castes a? CTO kTTO. ®*HTO W5 BR^TR at nomination 
TOl 

kTH R w wtr Nu'on reR «uhito to? at toffr arecc, »ca"lnsT 

re totrs afciR •tyr rt?to ?n a tor tot nttrrretor 

HHI C&fl R ®P5TTTO *PYT YRCY, ret 211 RTR? RTYT dtmfab 

t’CI W1TO $R^5*T *tf?YTO RR RR TOT R *RCTOR aRtfTO, H*i"tTOT? 

2 rfcfy?r , r i fa to? 61TR5 to a^R*t *rra tottto sttcr arere a^ $tr$ *nrt*r w?r? 

WRTTO TOT TO? 5TRt TOT Tntfu* TOR ^CTOPft 2R5TR1 

CTO. W ST?5 ■(TO ®ntTO SPTOTO •<? TO3R!f?8 to TO RTOT TOR. 5«R 

W? $*rre? tot aror RrretoR r “trrer? to^rre? muTtoi ■rtfro 
TOR SYlt'at TOSt t to TOR YTYTO TORT RRff— YTR TOTO to^RR 

totot f rt lwca w; ctrc? tor trer s«r ??rer tor, rt 

^TOT RTYR •TOR YTt R Wy fYR RfrT tHT RTRfTOY TO URJRTO TO CRIt 
•cy^tototoi to - TO error tore *nfw r at tor* Tntw tor ryy tosrtIy* 
i re to totto $ror •rfura nto tot •t^y: rtctoy — . 

j»Ti5 tor wtre tort rerefi— trrerctre rereft— tjro ware afckn tot 

v r 
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*T *— st WW*™* fics cro ijto to i sfs*r hi? asrcs cssr 
trcSf \uftn sscsti tott to irts&l, an cro cimt its HSU nominated 
member * ir # n srcifi slcim hi, at T aVt tot feci fs csm stssrsn 
TOfis slro stit sfsfcT crow ^cro us — cs csr to r^ics stcs it? s*nr 

TO ISCSt StTTO CI IUSTCTO *QC*SI TO gf S TO teFT STHI RTt. SHS« RTt; ai* CS 

sisir sirti to sror sfsi® stwi aero sstii 3*nrr a® stcrr ci rusti cs 
toto atWT cro cs5r 43 TO to| ri, fatfm toj, Itcrcsi mrotr air ffl&s 
to1ci*sss$stcii ro at fisfurc rtscii which' w? s?rs hr;, tfruTe s R 
toi tot to s?: n^s'cimr crocro— “swir froyn s^fr cars srtsi to cits 
si toti crowr r f¥4j sits srr* fssrsr sfi fro^si ^ cues toti fro 
srcs, at to tosici\ fiwms: at rustcto toi toX^ito toj sTsm Tss 

CHCV, — at \Mnnis fro fSTRT Money-lenders’ Bill &T SVUS, STWI fr^fr 
tr CTO — TtM^tnt (\fl> CTO fSSTHI CTOCS STICIR? ~STSRHT® CTO CSTSW, fTO?T® 

csTm cststi, fro?i® rofirrir, tortrtg toTOtot i srcat cro giro to cscs 
TH tortit toti crocs suw? toti sics sticir, — roetfl ur^it ro 
ro*fl5 fifcfRfssifsffc* Wi fH$ srfi faror ft?.-— at sro 5^> cro riti 
n*utj« 1T1 irttcsca air Rrsfiscsca to chci «& sites at i;s*rsr wcsi irffti 
sIir an rtsTis siliR ci fs sro rtisIi stir rX’ht;® cro c'ni^ta cst ronUr 
toti hrjh asS; cro wtcs tfsi cro cro cro Tfs sR l r«r; h tcs hh “shtwi 
Swtt chub rut sstch Tor cstci rusti fro^ti to? ■iff cro cro Ww wm 

HRCTO SSHI SHHTI STW SUCK RRT gTO TO. STTO TO TO 

<g*TOTI ro 4 ITCS SHT R? R7ITOR TO. RT *1 RUST CIC^ CICS TOT TOT 

aTfi s*rra cjtcs — ci fro^uT r^ 1 ^ ^tcir ron syrt crocs si sn RTt, 

CS frox*l H 4 +l(tai fSRTOI sis CITCI ^RTRlRST R^R TOTCR RT1 *Tfl CRTCS flfl 

totr r^tto ci 3 u,dvi asfRR gis shtps cros sstJ roi’csi to^t ici to 4 - 
sn gRldfSS IClflCST, CI gCF^T, gTSTR RTSIIR To TOTT$fro flfsIV irXsn 
mlcif’RS icificsj, at fi^cm to crto siXto ro at strsrci 4 itfi gtsttr to 

t^CICSil S1CRRH — fl^TTOR RCRTZTRg CIR ^RC’R® TO roi RT CI CSt a;t>< it *TO 

snr w tor, — frozen ru*t rrci rush s*m \Wh rtkcii gfs^T cnxi 

WTORI (A MEMBER FROM THE COALITION P A KT Y : MTCI fW CI 

tug crocir?) rh; crtscir — “ fro^n «rrci tr ci rus croci!” roroit it 

f¥ TOF? KlgRTO «tR**TTS CST TO — “UTS RTt. SCITTO RTt. flfllTI SRll 1“ 
TORI’! I® UTS SHUTS fill! HTCI STfPTSR CTOCfR. STI flCSTO STTOT Stdl SSlS 
TORT CroCIR l fS*$ STfl STRTI® fSTOT CTOtf — at STRSICI 4 . CISTCR CTOS 
sn aiftl fgf sc s sm RTt ( A Siember from the Coalition Party : C¥ 
ics srci irt?) fro^ ^ fur, cisto stTO rtsi »sTfgs tes srci nt froji 
shut iht cst frorsm fro^r rh^ rryr/ it fro? rs? hit htci cro 
ssnWH ftrscs .rod iri an fs fro? rh? hit chci trcis sssW® at 
rosier air. rustcijs fuses src< m a swh Hctoi cttcihito ssnW 
ftro, a tort Shtcsi »ro fism tryr ro fn? # s i 

STlS STt TO SI RICH! HR? SCI STITO CSTCI fits, — flCSI CSTCI SHTCSI 8TO 

rolm site cirsfi ci — fsfi is i^ 
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Mr. 8P0AKER: Please don’t stray into the zoological' gardens. 


. * 

S). NARENDRA NAT Hi DAS GUPTA: # tosto wfo WTO 
gTOfaTOT TO$*TO 3TO? C&Ff «<ITO *TRT \ TOTOT1 

CVR CTO 5(1? 4TO^ f?^?*! TO[ «UH?l? 3T *C? fWTO 

WW TOf mt?? (A MEMBER FROM THE COALITION PARTY I «UfUl 
HTCR? TO? *o l*afr"t S cm TOT An) (Interruptions.) ^TOTO 

c?rcff 4 TOr w? toy, tottok? pc wtt*r to?, faro^c? rnn 

C*tC?TO mS'OTt 1 ^ TO? 1 nf?W CTO Scheduled Castes TO nMW 

c? ?7N HtCTO? c?tc? fwfrl aero C^r C?TTO aTO* nomination 4? fall 
ftHlfi W Scheduled Castes TO TO C?C«t TOY? RW TO? C? CF^T CPTTO, — 

mfn fa»tgflg? ent?? ftc? gr fro; faro? toy? yc? m? ^3 afero croft i 

mTO TO STOT fYM*TT?CY? YY? Y?£T? Y*V<T? YY ?7? CTO? HtY fYTO? 

h^t? fac? toy? cScy $cy toto to? cto ^yto a wfrofr? Yitt aw f* 
•tf<C*(C*^? Scheduled Castes member TOO YT?I mt CTOf? ?fa 

nf ' 330 ^ to? y«‘ytiy to fat; y*toyt yt to* rnro TOrm & *117 W nrron 

{Wl PC ? Scheduled Castes TO CY€?T CTO, GH TOY? CYSIT CYTCY* 

to?t tc? i to cy$t ?Ty y*gy yt? ?r w, mro ytoW? w c? y? ycytyw to to 

Ci©T YT?T Scheduled Castes rate- payer TOCY? WTO fYC3, CY$ TO? 
cto? ?fY toc to w — mroo a? to men? to i 

(Here the member having reached his time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: On Monday, there will be election for the Board 
of Industries, and I have appointed the Secretary to be the Returning 
Officer. The election will be held at 4 o’clock and the rules will be cir- 
culated to you. 

There is just one other matter. The House will remember that at the 
time I was permitted to nominate the Committee of Privilege, the 
Committee of Privilege consisted of 17 persons, and I nominated the 
leaders of the three important parties and also the leaders of the other 
groups. But unfortunately the leader and another representative of 
the European Party have resigned. So, I take it that it is the pleasure 
of the House that I should nominate two representatives of the Euro- 
pean Party — the leader and another person an consultation with the 
party. T take it that there is no objection. So I nominate Mr. Walker 
and Mr. Curtis Millar to represent the European Party. 


Adjournment 

«. 

The House was then adjourned till 4^5 p.m. on Mouday, the 10th 
July, 19*19, in Jhe - Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Monday, 
the 10th July, 1939, at 4-45 p*m. • 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon 'hie Khan Bahadur M. Azizn. Hauuk, cm.k.) 
in the Chair, lhHon'hle Ministers and “HO members. 


STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer w&i given) 

Distress in Tangail subdivision due to failure of crops. 

*547. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: ui, Is the Iloii lde Minister 
in charge of the Revenue Deimrtment aware — 

(/) that distress on a widespread scale began from the last few 
months in the subdivision of Tangail, owing to the loss of 
aus and jute crops completely in some quarters and partly 
in other quaiters? 

(it) that the local M.L.A. approached the Ilon'hle Revenue Minis- 
ter and other lion’ hie Ministers too on different occasions, 
for granting agricultural loan, gratuitous relief and test 
relief for the flood-affected distiessed people of the subdivi- 
sion; and 

(tii) that the Hon’ble Premier, Sn Nazimuddin, Mr. H. S. Suhra- 
wardy and Mr. Tamizuddin Khan who went to Tangail were 
convinced of Ihe grave situation? 

• 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to state th£ tot^J amount 
of money or in kind distributed for the distressed people of the subdivi- 
sion towards— * 

(i) the agricultural loan; 

. (it) test relief ; and 

(m) gratuitous relief? 
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( c ) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware — 

# (t) that the distressed people will require ^help # until the harvest 
time comes by Sravan next ; and * 

(it) that the gTants made by the Government have been inadequate 
and insufficient? 

« 

• 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of increasing 
the grants ^or giving advance and further help to4he people if required 
during this time? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE' DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon 9 ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Yes. 

(b) Agricultural loan — Us. 1,25,000. 

Test relief — Its. 12,950. 

Gratuitous relief — Ks. 5,000. 

A sum of Ks. 124 was also distiibuted as gratuitous relief out of 
Central Flood Kelief' Committee Fund. 

(c) ( i ) Yes. 

(n) No. The distress is being adequately met. 

(d) A further sum of Ks. 1 lakh was placed at the Collector’s 
disposal on the 3rd July, for agricultural loans and more will be given 
if necessary. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if Government have any hand in collecting donations 
for the Central Flood Kelief Committee? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD SINGH ROY: No, Government 
have no hand in the matter. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will it be possible for the 
Hon’ble Minister to say the number of persons among whom the v 
amounts mentioned in reply (6), viz., agricultural loan — Rs. 1,25,000 
and gratuitous relief — Rs. 5,000, was distributed? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is not possible 
for me to give the answer off-hand. 

Mr. OH ARU CHANDRA ROY : RRll n*a1 Wtl f* TOR ft 

triple Rt RTT? a 1 IHlf ^ Ml CM, W 4 ORT NOT CITR 

•nPtW? JtITOl 9RT RT* CVR RTCR f* ^T? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government are 

not aware that there is flood in Tangail already. 
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CHANDRA ROY : mTn «nc* definitely 
iSiNft — urt w CHitu t(TOt a sYn *t®«t am cwtro , — «a Wwfi 
a faint t?R t^ifjiri 1.14m fa? • » 

Til* Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD 8INCH ROY: Yes; Government 
are prepared to enquire. I hope the information is not correct. 

• 

Mr* NISH1THA NATH KUNDUs Will the Hon hle Minister 
pleased to state the maximum amount of the agricultural l<*n that was- 
granted to each individuals 

The Hon’ble Sir BiJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I usk for notice. 
UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Realisation of donations from persons instituting oases in Debt 
Settlement Boards in Copalpur, Mymensingh. 

265. MauJvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR; un U the Hcn’blcr 
Minister in charge of the Co-operative Credit ;md Rural Indebtedness 

Department aware — 

• 

(D that the Circle Officer, (iopalpur. in the district of Mymensingh, 
is realising donations tor u hospital (or dispensary) for 
every ease instituted in Debt Settlement Hoard* situated 
within his jurisdiction; 

(u) that there exists a feeling of resentment amongst the public 
who file case* before such boards; and 

(iii) that a member of this Assembly lias written to the District 
Magistrate complaining against this realisation? 

^6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Minister considering the desirability of issuing instruction to atop thi«- 
kind of realisation? * 

MINISTER in chargo of tht CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (th* Hon’bl* Mr. ftiikuiNtat 
Bahary Mulliok): (a)(i) No. 

(it) Does not arise. 

(iii) Yes. 

# ( b ) Does not arise. 
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Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the nature of complaint that was mafyj to the 
District Magistrate by a meotber of the Assembly ? , 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The nature 

of complaint is indicated in item (a)(1) of the question itself. 

« 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the action taken by the District Magistrate on receipt 
of the complaint by a member of the Assembly? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The com- 
plaint was enquired into by the Subdivision^ Officer and the allegation 
was found to be false. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Will the Dou ble Minister be 
pleased to state if the member concerned was informed that the com- 
plaint was unfounded and if he was asked to substantiate it ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am not 

oware of this; I ask for notice. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Will the Ilon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if any dispensary was ever established for which 
voluntary donation was collected by the Circle Officer or any other 
-officers? 

The Hon’bte Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: It may have 
been so; I am not aware of it. 


Distribution of agricultural loan and gratuitous relief in flood-affected 

areas. 


286. Maulvi RAJIBUDDIN TARAFDAR: (a) Is the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(?) that Sariakandi, Gabtoli, Dhunal and some portion of Sadar 
and Sherpur thanas have been affected by the last flood ; and 
(it) that 90 per cent, of the crops have been destroyed? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what amount has 
t>een distributed aB — 

(1) agricultural loan, and 

(2) gratuitous relief, r 

in those thanas bv the Government from the 1st January, 1939 to 30th 
March, 1939? « ‘ e 
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(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware — 

(i) tbat the distress of the people of those thanas has been acute 
at present ; 9 

{it) that during April, 19-19 , no loan or gratuitous relief has been 
given there ; and 

(iii) that a few cases of death from starvation within the jurisdiction 
of those thanas havr occurred during the period? 

(df Is the Hon’bU Minister aware of anv loan that has hpen granted 
from the Co-operative Societies in those thanas during last April and 
May ? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

( i ) the amount given by the society; and 

(it) to whom has the loan been given? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of granting 
further agricultural loan or gratuitous relief to the distressed people of 
those thanas? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (<n (i) Yes. 

(u) Am paddy crop to the extent of 12 annas and jute crop to the 
extent of 8 annas were estimated to have been damaged. The a man 
paddy crop wa$ damaged to the extent of 1 anna. 

(b) Nil. 

The people harvested their annm paddy and rain crops during that 
period. Test-relief work could not be carried on in January and 
February, 1939, for want of labourer* who were getting higher rates 
of wages on agricultural operations. In March, 1939, test-relief works 
were carried on in the affected area. Rh. 450 was also advanced to 
the Presidents of Union Hoards out of the District Agricultural Associa- 
tion Fund for distribution among the needy cultivators for purchase of 
seeds. 

(c) (i) Owing to continued drought there was distress in the flood- 
affected areas in the latter part of April and May last. But there have 
been good showers since and there is no distress at present. The cultiva- 
tors and the labourers are now fully engaged on agricultural operations. 
Early sown jute and am paddy as well aA kaicn are also l>eing harvested 
and the outturn is fairly good. 

(ii) Xo. About Hs. 2,200 was spent through Circle Officer* and 
Presidents of Union Boards out of the District Belief Fund in April, 
May and June, 19:19, on gratuitous relief, seed loan aud test-relief 
jrork. 

10 
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(tit) No. Three cases of alleged death due to starvation were report- 
ed, but on enquiry it transpired that the deaths were due to ^Jlneas. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) (i) Rs. 29,062. 

(ii) The loans were given to those who are agriculturists and members 
of Co-operative Societies. 

(/) If there is no damage td the standing crop through any natural 
calamity, the cultivators will get a good harvest and there will^be no 
such necessity. A bumper crop is expected this *time. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that the Assam flood water is now overflowing the rivers of the Bogra 
district and that a part of the crop is submerged already? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRA8AD 8INCH ROY: Government have 
no information on that point as yet. 

Privilege Motion. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have handed over to you one 
special motion on the question of privilege. May we discuss it now? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As far as the privilege motion is concerned, I 
have considered this matter. As I do not allow the adjournment 
motion, I think that I should surely give an opportunity to the House 
to express its views on that issue and such other matters connected 
with that. I have just admitted that motion. I am not fixing a time 
in view 7 of the fact that the Privilege Bill is coming for discussion 
wdthin a day or two. 

Rfti HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Does that relate to the 
motion of w 7 hich I have given notice? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This does not relate to the 
Privilege Bill. As a matter of fact due to the continued offence some 
members are actually being debarred from taking part in the discus- 
sion. So in the interest of the House the ej rlier it is discussed the 
better. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May I draw your atten- 
tion to the fact that I gave notice of an adjournment motion regarding 
the hunger-strike by political prisoners. May I know the reasons wh^ 
it has not been allowed P 



1939 .] 


ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


1*1 


Mr. SPEAKER: I may announce that so far as the hunger-strike 
is concerned, if the Municipal Bill is finished to-day, as I hope it will 
be, it will be fallen u^ to-morrow. In wj^at form the matter is to be 
discussed is a matter for the Opposition and the Hou’ble Sir Nazimiuhlin 
to decide. There are two forms open. Either it should be in the form 
of a motion, namely, that the House do consider the statement made by 
the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin on#the hunger-strike or some such 
motion to that effect, or a motion to the effect that this House approve 
the p<Aicy of Government on the hunger-strike. 

# 

- Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: But why should we not 
be allowed to move an adjournment motion on the hunger-strike when 
the rules permit Y 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 think notice has been 
given of a motion which might be treated as a special motion saying 
that this House approves 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will read the motion: "This House do approve 
the policy of the Government of Bengal in the matter of the release of 
terrorist convicts.” This will bring in every i*sue <H»ncerning this 
matter including the hunger-strike. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: That cannot come in connec- 
tion with the approving of the policy of Gu\ eminent. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That is at best an 
affirmative motion. Why should we not be given an opportunity to 
move a negative motion principally on hunger-strike and criticising the 
Government policy ? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The reason given for 
starting hunger-strike is the unconditional release of the political 
prisoners and the Government’s policy is there. If the Legislature 
approves, then the whole matter ends. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What I find is that this hunger-strike is a protest 
against a certain policy of Government and therefore within that policy 
you would be able not only to discuss this policy but all its consequences 
including the hunger-strike. • 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: That would be more com- 
prehensive. # 

^ Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Hunger-strike is more important 
and urgent. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: Hunger -strike by itself is not a policy. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR cBA8U: May I poipt 014 this, that so far 
as the policy of Government is concerned, the Coalition- Party members 
may be very vitally concerned about that. So far as the Opposition is 
concerned, they are more concerned about the lives of those 86 persons 
who have gone on hunger-strike. It m^y meet the convenience or the 
requirements of the Coalition Party to have a motion with regard to 
Government policy debuted and decided upon on tl^e floor of the House; 
but the Opposition have tabled their motion with a different purpose in 
order to call attention of the Government to this very urgent and very^ 
important matter, namely, the hunger-strike. I submit that one 
cannot replace the other. It is quite a different matter and should be 
treated differently and as this motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri 
has priority in point of time, I would request you to fix a time for its 
discussion earlier than the other motion tabled by the Coalition 
member, if occasion for that remains after the discussion of the motion 
which has been given notice of by Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri’s motion says 
“Hunger-strike occasioned by the failure of the Government to expedite 
and effect the release of prisoners.” 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May be, but I refer to 
the incident first. 

Mr. 8PEAKER : You are really discussing the policy behind the 
hunger-strike. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: That is in my opinion 
the cause of the hunger-strike, but Government may say that there is a 
different cause. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: An adjournment motion is not admissible on the 
ground of multiplicity of issues. Is not hunger-strike one issue and 
the release of political prisoners another':' Y~ou can discuss only one 

matter. 

1 

R«i HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, the hunger-strike 
of the convicted political prisoners in jails is the main issue. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you discuss the hunger-strike you won’t be 
able to discuss the policy of the Government. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why not, if it be the 

cause ? 
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Mr. SPEAKER. No, therefore 1 think the other motion if more 
comprehensive. 

Mr. JOCEftH CHANDRA GUPTA: May I point out one 
matter for consideration? Government is following a particular 
policy; the supporters of Government stand by that policy. How is 
it necessary or is it permissible that they should be allowed to stop — 
I was going to use the word “stifle” — an adjournment motion which the 
Opposition, who do i^ot see eye to eye with the Government, have tabled? 
If that w'ere permissible, then Government with a majority can always 
«*4able a motion agaiust any adjournment motion which may be brought 
forward into this House by the Opposition. The Coalition Party ha# 
tabled this motion. They are the supporter?* of Government and their 
mouth-pieces have spoken. What is the neessity and what use is there 
to this House to discuss a matter like that. If they do not support the 
Government, they would have given up that policy. On l»ehalf of the 
Opposition we' have tabled a motion to considei this definite matter 
of urgent public importance which involves risk to the lives of 86 
persons. I request you to consider whether a motion of confidence 
which to me seems to be unnecessary it not n relevant, ought to be 
allowed to stifle an adjournment motion which we have a right to 
bring up particularly ovei the question of lib* and death of 8C persons. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHIM 8IDDIQI: The Coalition Party has been 
charged that it desires to stifle a motion for adjournment the Opposi- 
tion wishes to "propose. As a humble member of the party I think that 
this is a reflection which we do not desene. Whether an adjournment 
motion is stifled or not is a mattei.for the Chair to decide as it i# 
absolutely within the powers of the Chair. If the motion fits in and 
coincides with the rule** of business of the Assembly, the Speaker will 
allow* it, but to charge us with a thing in which we hu\c no hand what- 
soever is something which we do not deserve. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In ordinary cii cumstanci*R 1 would have been 
certainly prepared to consider the dcsirabilit v of admitting an adjoum- 
"^ment motion of this character, but the House will kindly remember 
that after the Hon'ble Sir Nazimuddin made a statement there was a 
desire expressed by the deader of the Opposition that a day should be 
fixed for its discussion. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Would you*a!low me 

to say one 'thing, Sir? The point is this— from the point of view of 
the rights and privileges of the members of this House, whether they 
belong to the Opposition or to the Coalition, there is no difference. A 
discussion by means of a resolution is a greater privilege and gives more 
•opportunity to the members to go into the subject than a discussion by 
means of an adjournment motion. An adjourmr^nt* motion has got 
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certain disadvantages. It is restricted to two hours; no member can 
speak for more than 15 minutes and the rule as regards the trme^fimit 
cannot be relaxed : wherfas as regards this motion it is an 
acknowledged and accepted parliamentary practice which gives more 
time to members to speak. More members can Bpeak on the subject, 
and on an important question like this discussion should not be limited 
to two hours. There are innumerable* members who want to speak 
on this subject, and if it is discussed by an adjournment motion then 
the discussipn will be confined to a few members • whereas in the case 
of a special motion which has been suggested and which will mean the 
allocation of practically a whole day more members will get an 
opportunity to speak. For example, the Leader* of the Opposition with 
your permission can speak perhaps for minutes on that subject, 
whereas if it is an adjournment motion he will be confined to 15 
minutes. Similarly, the Minister replying on behalf of Government 
will have the privilege of speaking for 50 minutes. It is not possible 
to do justice to a question like this in 15 minutes. So looking at it 
from all points of view it is to the interests of members, if there is a 
genuine desire to discuss this question and to thrash it out properly, 
that the subject should be discussed by means of a special resolution 
in the accepted parliamentary manner rather than by means of an 
adjournment motion. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Sir, 1 believe 1 am right in 
thinking that tin* notice which was given by Rai Harendra Nath 
Chaudhuri was the first in point of time. It that is so — and you will 

contradict me, Sir, if I am wrong — I submit that the Opposition has 

a right to press a motion of which it has given prior notice. And as 
it is a question of the privilege of the Opposition as against the 
privilege of the Coalition Party, I submit in a matter like this, the 
privilege of the Opposition must prevail. On Friday last we gave a 
very clear indication that we wanted to discuss the matter at an early 
date. It w’ns not necessary for us to indicate on that occasion as to 
how we proposed to discuss this matter, hut we gave a very clear indica- 
tion on Friday last that we wanted to discuss it at an early date. We* 
suggested that the matter might be taken up on Saturday. That was not 
agreed to by the Government. Failing thaj, I suggested that the 
matter might be discussed on Monday. Even that was not agreed to. 
As to how it is to be brought up for discussion is a matter in which 

the Opposition hers a say. Th£ notice on behalf of the Opposition was 

the first notice submitted to you in point of time. 

As to the inconvenience in the matter of length of speeches, the 
Opposition did bear that in ipind when they decided to put forward the 
adjournment motion. If it is an inconvenience which affects the mem- 
bers of the House, it affects members of the Opposition as well as mem- 
bers of the Gpvdmijfient. So, I submit that there is nothing in that. 
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Sir, tile Opposition desires to discuss a definite matter of urgent 
public importance, and it cannot be denial that it is a definite matter 
of urgent publib importance. I submit, Sii, thut you should admit 
the motion of which notice was first given. 

There is one other matter, Mr. Speaker, to which I would like to 
draw your attention. There, have be£u further developments since 
Friday last. *On Friday last we were informed by the Hon’ble Home 
Minister that there jvas a hunger-strike in the Dum ])uiu Jail. That 
was followed on Saturday by a hunger-strike in the Alipore Central 
-Jail and that was the reason why Rui Harendra Nath Chaudhuri on 
behalf of the Opposition sent you a notice ot the motion on the 8th 
instant so that we might have an opportunity of discussing the matter 
by way of an lidjouniment motion this afternoon. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is just one matter. If you kindly refer 
to section lOo (ir) of the Rules and Standing Orders \ oil will find that it 
says that a motion must not anticipate a matter which has been previously 
appointed for consideration or with reference to which a notice of motion 
has been previously given. So, it is not onl\ necessary that a notice of 
a motion should be given so as to come under this clause, hut also it must 
not anticipate a matter which has previously been appointed for con- 
sideration. The matter of hunger-strike has been appointed for 
consideration to-morrow. 

I take it th#t the statement on hunger-strike made by the Hon’hle 
Sir Nazimuddin has been appointed for consideration to-morrow. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: If you look up the minutes of the 
proceedings of this House, you will find, Sir. no matter was previously 
appointed for consideration. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The statement of Sir Nazimuddin 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir Nazimuddin said that 
^jhovernment would be prepared to discuss the mattei not on Saturday, 
not on Monday, but possibly on Tuesday. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case, I think there are two matters before 
the adjournment motion which has been given notice of and the 
motion which baa been given notice of b$ Mr. Afzal. I should like to 
look into the matters and give my decision after the prayer interval. 
I think it is desirable that the matter should be di:,cu«sed as early a* 
possible. * 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Sir, may 1 draw your attention 
io the words in section 105(tr) of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
Rules and Standing Orders, viz., “the motion mu« not anticipate a 
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matter which has been previously appointed for consideration.’* No 
matter was defined on Friday Jast as the matter which had been appointed 
for consideration. In fact, Government did n<ft mention at all yrhat 
was the matter for which they would give a time this week. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I think if the pro- 
ceedings are looked into, it will be seen that Government were prepared 
to allot a de te for discussion of the statement made. This is a definite 
matter, and no adjournment motion can be moved on that. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Sir Nazimuddin, will you kindly send me a copy? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Then, Sir, the Hon’ble 
the Home Minister admits that the only matter of which he gave notice 
was the statement of the Government and not the hunger-strike. 


Mr. SPEAKER* We will now resume discussion on the Calcutta 
Municipal (Amendment) Bill. 


Answers to Questions regarding the Pabna Communal Trouble. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

^ STfTO Sir, Nazimuddin 3TW4 faW'S CTOS 4$ afoajc 

WR CTOSffTO W \>o STfTO WCY statement fcfa 4* WS 

Snfnro tots m fmvxi crocs mfs fa — ut fafa 

statement CTOTO^ fa 43*, 4$ neUtf! C^5 t 

CTOCW fa 3T? ro«t V>o* $Tfat{ — C3 5T?TO fafa statement $T 

tow to afaa^y TOR I 

Mr. SPEAKER: We will now resume discussion on the Calcutta 
Municipal (Amendment) Bill. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, is not the 

honourable member entitled to an answer from the Government? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already sent the 
statement to the Assembly Department on Saturday 4 and very likely it 
is there. r 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have just been told that it is with my depart- 
ment, and T am going to look into it. 
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Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill. 

Mr. SPEAKER: We wiH D0W resume discussion on the Calcutta 
Municipal (Amendment) Bill. 

• 

Mfe NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU* Sir, I rise to support the amend- 
ments that have been moved for the reduction of the number of nominated 
seats. From the wordings of the amendments. I have understood that 
the members failing to give effect to the principle of total abolition of 
nomination have, by their amendments now, tried to reduce the number 
of nominated seats. To give our decision on these amendments, the 
first enquiry that we should make is why nomination is necessary at all. 

I believe I am fairly correct when I sa\ that nominations are provided 
for securing a fair and proper representation and also for reasons when 
the electors are not sufficiently literate to elect proper persons. Now 
we must consider whether we are living in an age when the conditions of 
the electors are such that they cannot elecl tlieir proper representatives, 
and also whether in the Bill that we are now considering there are loop- 
holes and defects bv which different classes of interests and different 
communities will not he properly represented in the Calcutta Corporation. 

If we examine jhe Bill, Sir, we see that instead of there being an arrange- 
ment for joint electorates, there has been introduced separate electorate 
for Muslims. This has been done, because the Hon'hle the Chief 
Minister and some of the members of the Coalition Group have told us- 
that through the joint electorate Muslim interests could not be pro- 
perly represented. Though we cannot see eye to eye with them in 
the matter, though introduction of separate electorate is certainly ft 
retrograde step, I think when Government are satisfied that by thin- 
arrangement Muslim interest.*, will be properly represented in the 
Calcutta Corporation and when the number of seats allotted to Muham- 
,madans is quite commensurate with their strength of population, it 
cannot he said now that Muslim interest will not be properly represent- 
ed. As regards the general constituencies we find that Government 
have allotted 47 seats to them. We do not agree here that they have- 
been given adequate representation ; but as the Government are satis- 
fid with the allotment, so far as thes* constituencies are concerned,, 
there will be according to them proper representation here^lso. Out 
of deep gratitude for their European masters and out of profound loyalty 
to them, the Gcfvernment have given them more than adequate repre- 
sentation, namely, ten 6eats. I believe, this has been very much • 
appreciated by the Europeans. Some of the Scheduled Caste members- 
*have said that they have not been given proper representation. We* 
quite agree with them in this, but I do not see a\v reason in making* 
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up that inadequate representation by means of nomination. The 
Scheduled Castes ought to have pressed for more seats through election. 

Then, Sir, after a scrutiny of the Bill we* find lhat there is no 
arrangement for the representation of female interests, if such interests 
•exist at all. This could have been met by providing two nominated 
.seats for ladies and filling them«by nomination of ladies belonging either 
to the Hindu or the Muhammadan, or the Anglo-Indian *or other com- 
munities. We have given representation to European trade an8 com- 
merce, but c we have not allotted seats to the other Chambers of Com- 
merce, viz., the Muslim Chamber of Commerce, the Marwari Cham be* 
of Commerce, etc. If Government so desire, they can provide two seats 
for them and that would make the number of nominated seats four. 
Then, why do you require eight nominated seats? It is'only, I believe, 
to have some unjustified control over this self-governing institution 
•and to really defeat the purpose behind the grant of self-government. 
.Sir, we know that to qualify to be nominated — to receive these favours 
— one has to wear out the leather of his shoes. Perpetuation of 
“nomination means the perpetuation of that slave mentality by culturing 
■which alone one qualifies himself to be fit to receive this favour from 
Government. So, Sir, it is needless to waste the time of the House. 
{A voice from the Coalition benches: Yes, it is quite true.) Yes it 
is true. I understand that. Really we are not inspired to speak any- 
thing in this Assembly, but as we owe it a duty to our constituencies, 
we have to speak out our minds. We leave this black Bill to be judged 
by our posterity both Hindus and Muslims — not slave Hindus and 
Muslims of the present day but free Hindus and free Mussalmans of 
the future. I am sure that disgrace is reserved for the creators of this 
black Bill and not laurels. 

With these remarks. Sir, I commend all the amendments that have 
been moved for the reduction of the number of nominated seats, for due 
•consideration by the House. 

Batou NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

Municipal Bill a* TO TO*? ^ a* nfTO* TO 

•wan nre? m a? hwwih tot faro* to a* 

tm, tftroro to « afs f ro to*? r totoi rot- 

'JWTCY TO TO?, IfoTO? SHITOT Wfat? fJWl#*? TO5HMT TO 

anKi. gfrore «rrfo? Sro a? fro to to*? uto fro ffrtro* ftrarar 

toc? i f*\ nr?? a?t arcTO-ftcTO ¥Tffo-?*Rftr 

vprot ??n nprm tr cnc? ! rot acncii falnsr? cnt *^?n 
TOT nTT?fa at 

eft aTOT« ?tto srrfa, ati* nrc?n fn arro srfa, fnftniT 

fttf f tfTOS fTfbrfro, 3TCf? IT*tO fTf5C?Cf at TO? CTO STO nflfl - ? TO** 

-nmcw ft! a {Htka toc tMRif tot? totwtto ??ff, to arc? a m 
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anmr am# Twin xf? cx, xsfln§r? wnnr ffTcn? ns nfmi*n wc? at ninnix 
©nr nfxxi'n to U<?m anr axTO mcwi to atsnr mrcrorcr mft 
cn, sfxxrcs &Tfc afar xwr? n^xm nr mx cx'cx f winnrcf ro f wm r ©fro 
n**Q mxrx ccrtfr xc?fm cnt cp^t c*mThx cxcxt xrxraT’s w mti aAW 
ffxxrcs xTwral errhj gw to? x^cxim ?r *d? c? xxn grrfscx n’A/inrcni 
to nfiMfns tot? sesGt cat to mem? awrra to^i nn fnxfra 
rex sr am to cto i nTQ awnGr srfnc? fro TO cx, xrtm? aw a*$T tot 
T tn, sncr atm wr, • Anex*!? xca* •nr?!?, sa^ mam cbGi wifxn 
to m fax axr'nrnrol tor swT? axTO nr to arcxi rnn?r «nfn "*n 
""^*ra^ afsfnfx Ammcxm mm? at an $ r ,At xcncxn cx, wcsra? xtcs 
AFX cmcxw TO?r cro fro Vre?n nn a&T cx R’aTaros afsns sr STmx tot? 
aixa cnti ncn jrcn nal xcxfi cscx car to TO. — cro cx crnm: cmmcxx 
exes am awt cxc?r? nr i mn?T wf? at anay n*s^?T Tsi^t n? i air 

“SR ATT WTARV’? CATO n^X. WITO^fb" I 

$T? TOCSS mG RST AWT WTTaaCW aAWCS ACTOR fxm? aTCXX I fTO 
WC?t ACTOR, CXTOfG TOW nCARACA? SRT AWT XC 1 CX 3 T Ma/iTm atm 
TOfm X^'CA n^FTnSTOA XTCS Cat b(T?TG TOW CXG? fTO TOAT TOCW AT aXt 
xrem? fx*nx*t tot? nfws nfm^j TO' mx nr i fafn aw ato mew, cwnr 
at m?fG macn? Tm/rw wat nen? rtcx 4 ? afsror. 3 ^m? axm xtxw? 
f xc?tx 1 i tt?rar srrcn cx, xmral wa nr tot to R^fsx*x 1 ? nTiaW-wx^T 
a^G TO 1 to?c? nr i 

te?n[ alien ex, xtatotT? st? ?mcsx nex fxm h5tc?, attotat^ 9 aw*? tot 
acrot? cron a j ?<t? n^??T toc? nr i TO tot tor? tox fwrncn? cnTaci tncici 
irxroft? tot fnc? fitnfnfn cxroi atgj Ai^nirt? nrTO, ^wc?t? al wero 
f??^? TOTS TO 1 TO? TO SRT TOT <T*3lnwrCAr GAnTfl^ AW I W5>WTC¥ 
aTO W twmr A^r? : — ni^anifw CATCWTR ^oa mew Government of 

India Act a? y TO fr f* nr? TO nramf?* catcwth (communal 
award) a? «ron*s n^m ffy f?F nr? n?w? <*% '+ nennw swt n^*rr 

gffi fncAiAl f* nr? TO ?tn w, TO’cn fir? «^» fw? aX wrlwr 
a n> error wro c? fncm^r fro afrr mn^^ro? Government 

of India Act a? fAA^c 5 ? to nr? ®mr attatt? AFfcsnGi cvi*^rmr 

WAT? TOTOR t>AT v CX I ATT ATT? WCSn, ?RTO WTTO CTO CTO em aw W71TI 

acn cn * Ubct ex to rca a spr tot a*T*$ Miaifna c? to to aX nx^nrm 
n rx am f W F attot? fx?7XTS?n*WT mw emfxiTX^ x’C? GeTO tr nr? 

wean xtwxr mswrex? a*Gr nf?^ mxrr? njx? fro TOro m^anrtix 
tiitwum to afaxHTwr? n^G xc? nrt ; I? fx?7»x crown aro afaxin 
ro mti fw$ n;nc* Tl n n>r ant xkto nmlnTO mwifw cirwxiftw fxijTX 
axx rntoxR n^G ^cicxi a? n»vf mfxx n^mln xlcn? axe aTOr nnrtnroi 
cror TOTt axcx n ro n i fx# cro wum f a?^x mro cxTxnr roexi tot am 
awr xro rnnex nr ex, fxm~ nf ib T fw wean \ m wrn:n? wr^xxr n^G wxnt 
cm niwiTif cirnrow fxx^x main n^ xcicxt n re mfix ata»to fxxjat 
axx warn cxrxm wro \n^*K nln axt to •qGcxtxx x^xfy ^rtnart 

) 



140 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[lOTH JtTLT, 


*rcrt mf*, Tfa toto to; art tijto mm 

4t fffrr? g tr^ i TO «rorre tos ttt ni*simto tottt torTOn* w*x m-ehiti* 

fRflTCT T *TfTO TOT 5?/ TOT* CT «[TO 3^ Tfa C* WT14 «0flGff 

***3rtro *fam to* *rrro *n a$Frcr goto? to to #4<t* <*to J ratorw 
w h/!* T t sflro c**t tot* toi ftorcM fttoin to*ttt to to tow 
into w u *itor cvr^cw sfiro $*rrt to** (.*}<&< i 

*tcs* to* storc totto to toet *;*; itoi * h; mim a*frr *pz 
to** n^rc*to* STfroi **csn?ra acroM cro stt^'ct, TOgK T fg* rrcfoTOT 
wto to*to *ro, sfrro to*ttr cut* ww, wTim. tow*m to «rorf 
e tot *ro, ^•^sro mm *’c* jtoi * a cros *tca* rt^toi r=w 

STO to^TTMn TOfa I TO TOT TOT^TT TOE CT 3 *^ HJWHR JIMKICM 
$* toto. <a*to ttto *^fro $*? to, a*to tow kirns n^to *ro 
*^5 *ro i tostt *tcs* to to ct, tost fncaw* tctott tt 
to; mxtoT, TT to; TOTO, TOTO, TO£T toWT* $T R!>Rl MacDonald, 
Chamberlain TT John Bull 4 T C*R aftffato TOE TO TT 1 

*>r tort TOTOto rKi^nrrTO tocw ^gR twtr *tt *rcs*c*e 
mm *tct nrcwTto tWrtto tocw tor to^i ot sft *rewrto 

TOTTSTT TO« toT3F. TOS TO*fW « a^T*TO TTT to TOT* C* into 
TOTO TS*TO T*fltoW l C* t ^Tto TOW, TOT C*$ i^toTT* *T*UT TOl 

Babu K8HETRA NATH 8INGHA: Sir, 1 had no mind to take 
part in these deliberations, but one thing has amused me much, and 
forced me to speak. On a single clause, 111) amendments have been 
moved and if all the amendments are gone through, one will be asto- 
nished to see how merc\ has been shown to t lie Scheduled Castes people. 
Only three nominated seats were given to the Scheduled Castes people, 
but in these amendments we see that these merciful people have taken 
away these seats — some two, some three and some even more. Nobody 
has conceded that the Scheduled Castes people have a prior claim over 
all other communities, and there would not have been any chance of 
bringing afresh this Bill had there not been any change in the Upper 
House. From this we can judge in what esteem we the Scheduled CastdS 
people are looked upon by the people of Bengal. 

Sir. I would like to sa\ one tiling to my'* Scheduled Castes friends. 
The other day, Mr. Monmohan Das was saying that the Scheduled 
Castes representatives on the ^Coalition side were obstructing in every 
way aiuk that they were trying to raise themselves too much in the 
estimation of their own people in the House. I also challenge them 
to ponder whether they represent the majority of the Scheduled Castes 
people in Bengal and what authority they have had to speak on behalf 
of one crore of the Scheduled Castes people in Bengal. I ask them to 
show what right they have to intrude upon the right of this side to 
speak on beh^ttf of the Scheduled Castes. I would ask them to think 
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soberly of the miserable condition of the Scheduled Caste brethren who 
• are suffejjng and whose sufferings have not yet seen the light of day. 
My friends, wha^have you done? At th% preliminary stage, you told 
Government that the Scheduled Castes people wanted separate electorate 
so that they might stand independent of any other community’s kind* 1 * 
ness or goodness. But you did not stick to that. Then came the 
second stage. My Coalition JJeheduled* Castes friends wanted that 7 
nominated seats should be reserved for Scheduled Castes. Yes, 1 could 
understand the position if they could achieve that, and I would have 
been grateful to them if at least 7 seats were reserved for ttfe Scheduled 
^^^astes and thereby do the service of keeping at least 7 Scheduled Castes 
people intact in one gitiup. But they have not been able to do that; 
they have not got the authority to do that a> they do not fight for the 
community as a whole. 1 know they are always selfish. 
(Mr. Upendranath Edbar : No. no; do not talk irrelevantly.) \es, 
I am telling facts. Do not interrupt me. Then comes the third stuge 
which I must call the blackest stage of the black Bill — the stage of 
dividing or bisecting the Scheduled Castes people. \ou could not get 
7 seats in one block. You were given 4 seats on one side and 3 seats 
on the other. Nobody has ever heard of such a thing in a civilised 


democratic country. Nobody can find anywhere that one community 
was being given 4 seats on one side and *1 seats on uuother side in order 
to neutralise its effect. Why should Government do this? Because 
they are afraid of Caste Hindus who are always our ironical friends. 
They could not displease them. They could displease them for their 
own sake, for their own community but for the suke of the Scheduled 
Castes who wanted their help, they were very much afraid of them. 
So out of kindness, they have divided our seats between 3 and 4, so 
that we mav not stand against anybody. We cannot stand even against 
ourselves. *Mv Coalition Sceduled Castes friends remain on that side 
and we remain on this side, and we cannot unite on any question what- 
soever. You mav be the Swtrani of Government, but I say that a day 
will surely come* soon when you will have to pay the penalty for it. 
(Mr Upendranath Edbar : That day will never come.) I am not a 
novice here. I have been here for several years Let me cite an 
instance. Consider the case of the Dacca election Although Mahadev 
Mondal secured the support of Government, where is he now- e 
could not get even half*of the total number of votes polled by the 
successful candidate. Every representative of the Scheduled Castes 
should always have his eye to the future and act ^rdingly. The 
Muslims can stand on their own legs, but the Scheduled Castes cannot 
Under these circumstances, this bisection is most unfortunate for ou: 
community as a whole. In Bengal we always live by division and sub- 
division and that is the curse of this miserable land of ours. I do no 
like to speak anything more on this subject Government at first 
showed merev to this community by reserving 7 seats or tbe members 
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of this community, but afterwards made two divisions in this allot- 
ment. So what they gave by one hand, they took away with 4he other. 
We are between Scylla and pbarybdis — on one side we have got Casttf 
Hindus and on the other Muslims and we are afways lo lick the shoes 
of either, we find nobody is going to help us — it is only the Merciful 
God who alone can help us ! This Bill clearly shows that we have 
neither the past nor the future ,.but only God above. 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUODIN AHMAD: The Calcutta 

Municipal Bill, 1939, has raised a storm of protest and hurricane of 
agitation from a section of powerful vocal public inside and outside" 
this House and in public platform and in press. Thanks to the 
technique of the agitation and the propaganda imported from the West, 
the Bill has been made to appear as a diabolical measure engineered to 
rob the Hindu community of their legitimate rights in the civic 
administration of the Calcutta Corporation and to perpetuate the 
greatest injustice to them on political motive. 

In this House the Bill was subjected to severe comments or protests 
and was passed after a protracted deliberation. Since then agitation 
has been carried on in the platform and the press against it in the 
name of justice and fair play. 1 would ask the Opposition to pause and 
consider how this Bill has reduced the Hindu majority. The natural 

result of the voluminous and vocal protests at every stage of the Bill 

has raised a suspicion in unsophisticated minds towards the motive that 
has prompted the introduction of this Bill. Taking advantage of the 
fact that the Bill has been sponsored by the Ministry with a Muham- 
madan at the head and supported by a large number of Muslim members 

in the Coalition, the Opposition has assiduously attempted to engender 
in the public minds an idea of tyranny of the majority over the 
minority in the Legislature. Severest criticisms have been levelled 
against every clause of the Bill particularly against separate electorate 
of the Muslims, larger number of seats to the Europeans, retention of 
nomination and the resultant reduction of Hindu seats in the Corpora- 
tion. 

Serious grievance has been made against inadequate allotment otT 
seats to the Hindus unjustified by their number and interests in Calcutta. 

On the floor of this House objections were met by Government and 
other supporters of Government by reference to the genesis of the Bill 
and appeal to facts and figured. It was made clear that this Bill has 
not reduced the Hindu majority to minority, although it might have 
touched the monopoly of control by a political group, namely, the 
Congress Party. The Opposition in the Legislature blinded by the 
enjoyment of this monopoly ‘for some years in the administration of 
the Calcutta Corporation have sensed a wrong to them and a motive in 
the Government not easily discernible by impartial observers. The* 



GOVERNMENT BILL. 


1939.] 


14 * 


Congress Party or the Opposition in their attack on separate electorate- 
opposed to joint electorate has made it plain that, this municipal adminis— 

• tration of the city is free from communal or political complexion. 
deals with civic jameni^ies of Calcutta to ftll the residents of Calcutta 
irrespective of caste, colour and creed. The Opposition has also laid 
emphasis on the absence of an\ commuuul or purty problem in municipal 
matters and as such separate representation is uncalled for. Admitting* 
this proposition to be true, the Opposition has got to reconcile how they 
can maintain with any show of reason their grievance in couuectiotk 
with Congress majority in the Corporation apart from *the Hindu 
majority which has been retained in this Bill. This discussion about 
rire aijtiiude of the Opposition for maintaining their political party 
supremacy is now a matter of past history after the passing of this 
Bill by the Lower and Upper Chambers. The question after modifica- 
tion by the Upper House in respect to clause -1 dealing with the numlier 
of appointed list has centred round the reduction of the number of the 
appointed list as passed by the House. The Government has moved an 
amendment that the original number 8 he substituted in place of 4. The- 
Opposition has tabled a number of amendments which seek to reduce* 
“4” to 3, 2 and 1 and one seeks to increase it to f» In all the amend- 
ments of the Opposition one thing is common, viz., nomination has- 
been retained in some form or other, although in speeches on them the* 
principle of nomination has been severely condemned in the name of’ 
democracy. This seems to he an untenable position. In any sphere of 
democratic organisation operating in this country or elsewhere I do not 
know that deni<**rncy has been able to abolish nomination in practice. 
The nomination of an individual or a group in some shape or other is 
found operating in every branch of the present democratic governments* 
overrun by plutocracy. The group representation or the nomination of 
a representative by a group or by an individual is a working feature of 
the present constitution. The decision of this Legislature in any vital 
matter specially by a Bill dependent on the choice of an individual is 
rooted in the Constitution and the Opposition has not failed to take 
advantage of this element in the Constitution by appeal to the individual 
against the decision of this Legislature or a passage of a Bill which i» 
clear negation of democratic principle so much advocated in theory by 
the Opposition and the idealists. 

I just appeal to the OjfJmsition and other members for whom 1 have 
regard to consider this. Can you be absolutely free from Government 
favour? So long a# Government is there, We have to petition the Govern- 
ment and we have to speak to the Government. What aftef all is* 
democracy? Pfaetioal democracy is only party politics and no party 
can exist without tome sort of nepotism or favouritism. What is the* 
position in England? What is the position in America? Do not the* 
Governments exist there by the help of capitalists and industrialists andl 
landlords? 
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Nomination in some form or other is a constant feature of prac- 
tical democracy ai\d no democracy operating here or elsewhere has been 
able to abolish nomination. If this is not a feasible measure, the 
question of number of appointed seats is a matter of Stcondary import- 
ance. * Any number is arbitrary. If Government suggest 10, you may 
aay o, and if you suggest 10, Government may say 5. There is nothing 
Auch in number. It is difficult to estimate and proportion it to 
necessity. Even my friend Mr. Santosli Kumar Basu, who said that 
nomination should be done away with and that it should not find a place 
in the Act, ^suggested in his amendment that a seat might be reserved 
for the Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement Trust in the appointe^^ 
list. He found it difficult to suggest any oth^r method by which the 
Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement Trust whom he desired to see 
in the Calcutta Corporation could be appointed. 

With regard to the question of number, 8 as suggested by Govern- 
ment was passed here. Had it not been for the modification effected by 
the Bengal Legislative Council, this question would not have arisen. 
Now Government have fixed this number 8 according to their own view 
of necessity. Moreover, the Opposition has found fault with the 
allotment of seats for the Scheduled Castes. I would not like to enter 
into a controversy, but I would ask the members to take this fact into 
their consideration. The Coalition Government have adopted the 
principle of separate electorate for Mussulmans in this Calcutta Muni- 
cipal (Amendment) Bill and consistency demands that separate repre- 
sentation should have been given to the Scheduled Castes. But 
Government out of deference to the agitation set up by the Opposition 
or influence in the Cabinet have modified their view. It has therefore 
become all the more necessary to reserve some seats in the appointed 
list whereby Government can see that the Scheduled Castes are 
represented on the Calcutta Corporation proportionate to their number, 
That being so, I don’t think that there can be any argument against the 
reservation of these seats for nomination apart from election. It cannot 
be said that seats are not justified so far as Scheduled Castes are con- 
cerned — \ by election and 3 by nomination. 

Before I conclude, in all humility, I wish to impress on the Opposi- 
tion one fact, viz., by their persistent agitation, they are doing the 
greatest disservice to their own cause quite, unconsciously. I would 
request them to excuse me for this out of the way remark, but I am 
doing it with a very sincere motive. Opposition to thi* Bill, though 
a trivial*. measure of doubtful utility to the minorities specially 
Muslims, is being interpreted very prejudicially against the Congress 
and Hindus in the Muslim countryside. I may tell t^em the more they 
agitate, the more the peopl^, particularly unsophisticated Mussalmans, 
are led to think that this Bill is the grandest achievement of the 
Government. If the Opposition is to bid popularity among the maasea 
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of all castes and creeds, with the present Ministry and |t is to their 
particular interest that they should acquiesce in such email measure and 
do not give opportunity to the Governmentsto score easy popularity with*! 
the masses by their mistaken policy. ' 

Mr. I. D. dALAN: Speaker, Sir, I beg to support the amendmex^ 
moved by Mr. Kkaitan the other day f8r giving representation to the 
Indian^ commercial interests. Sir, we know that so far as the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce and the Calcutta Trades ^Association 
are concerned, they have been given 10 seats. Besides the seats enjoyed 
>t heni on behalf of the said Chambers of Commerce they have also got 
the right to vote in thi General Constituency and thereby affect the 
result of the general Constituencies. The European community 
therefore practically enjoys plural voting rights when others do not. If 
once this principle he accepted that the lien gal Chamber of Commerce 
and the Calcutta Trades Association as commercial bodies are to he 
given a representation to safeguard the European commercial interests 
in the Calcutta Corporation, there is no reason. Sir, why the Indian 
commercial interests should not he similarly protected. If the desire 
of the Legislature in giving these seats to the Bengal Chamber of Com- 
merce and the Calcutta Trades Association is however not to give 
representation to the European commercial interests hut to give seats to 
the European community, certainly, Sir, instead of giving seats to these 
Chambers there should have been separate electorates for the European 
Constituency. «In that case the Europeans would not have enjoyed the 
rights of plural voting, and it would not have been possible for them to 
influence the voting in the General Constituencies. I can say, Sir, 
for instance that in Ward No. T there are at least about 1,200 votes 
which are cast by Europeans and candidates who want success have got 
to canvass them for their supjjort. As I have stated before, if the 
principle is to give representation to European commerce, as I believe 
it is, there is no reason whatsoever why Indian commerce which has — 
got more vital interests in the affairs of the Corporation should not be 
given proper representation. Therefore, on this principle of commer- 
cial representation, I support the amendment whic h has been moved by 
my honourable friend Mr. Khaitan. So far as the bodies which he has 
selected are concerned I believe that there could not he a better selec- 
tion tt/an that. He has chosen the Indian Chambr of Commerce which 
stands second only to the Bengal Chamber of Commerce in importance 
in this city which is known to all. The second is the BengaL^National 
Chamber of Commerce which represents some of the biggest commer- 
cial interests of this province. Then he has chosen the Muslim 
Chamber of Commerce which has been already given a seat in the 
Bengal Legislature, and lastly he has chosen the Marwari Association 
because it also represents a large volume of trade and commerce of this 
city. So far as the Marwari Association is concerned, 1* should add one 
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more remark from the point of view of the iilterests that it represents, 
viz., that so far as the members of the Marwari community are con- 
cerned, they are entitled tooa certain amount reps^sentation in the 
affairs of the Calcutta Corporation. They pay a vety large amount 

of taxes, and if you look at the voters’ list, you will find that their 

number will be about one-tenth of the total voters of this city of 
Calcutta. And there is no reason why this community should not be 
allowed to have at least one representative assured to them in the 
Calcutta Corporation. Sir, we have been hearing many uncharitable 
remarks against this community for some time past. Many of such 
remarks are, I am constrained to say, based on misinforma^pp — fin " 
informations which have got no basis whatsoever. So far as members 
of this community are concerned, they are as good as the children of 
the soil; they have settled down for a long time in this part, of the - 

country; they have lived for several generations here, and will live 

and die here. They are entitled to representation and even high 
appointments in the same manner as others. Even some of the 
uncharitable remarks, Sir, have been cast on the floor of this House. 

I wish better sense will prevail ; and so far as members of this com- 
munity are concerned, I do not think anybody should grudge a seat 
at least to the Marwari Association which, I hope, would kill two birds 
with one stone. That will satisfy the commercial interests />f the 
community and will also give a representation to a minority. 

Sir, l need not dwell upon the general aspects -*>f the question 
because I believe enough of discussion has taken place on the floor of 
this House and outside. So far as (iovemment are concerned, so far 
as their programme is concerned, it has been specifically stated in this 
House even by the most responsible Ministers that the first idea to 
have this Bill is to crush the ('ongress Party in t lie Corporation. They 
have no doubt stated that they have given a majority of one or two 
seats to the Hindu community, but so far as the Hindu community is 
concerned, its feelings have been very deeply stirred. No amount of 
cajoling, no amount of explanations can satisfy their feelings. As a 
matter of fact, their feelings are that the present regime is rath£f 
more harmful to the interests of the minority than the old bureaucratic 
regime. So far as the old regime was concerned, because they were 
foreigners, they were always afraid of popular upheaval in the country, 
and they never wanted that a popular upheaval should be of such a 
magnitude as to endanger their interests in the country. But so far 
as the present Government are concerned, they feel that they have got 
the barking of the majority of the people and therefore they can safely 
crush us and brush aside even the legitimate demands of the minority. 
That is quite apparent from the speeches and utterances which have 
been made on the floor of this House. Nothing would be more regret- 
table thaif that. , There is no use dwelling on this matter by speech. 
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oulv action can satisfy 4 ami produce results, I therefore need not 
Waste the time of the House because I believe it is merely dying in 
the wildernesses AVe ^are proceeding ii» an atmosphere of Unreality 
because Government have already announced in the Upper House that 
it will pet the original Bill passed both by the Lower and the Tapper 
House, and that is the reason why we are not inclined to press anything 
in a serious mood save ami exs ept to g^ve expression to our legitimate 
grievances. I have been feeling that so far as the speeches are con- 
cerned, there is no* reality in them because Government want to do 
whatever they like and they do not juiy any rgard to the feelings of 
thej^jople. At the same time 1 do not wish to accuse the Government 
of dishonesty; I do not wish to su\ that Government are proceeding 
with this Bill with an idea in which they have no faith or with any 
insincere motive. Let them do whatever they feel pro]H?r and others 
will do whatever the\ think right. But the only thing I can say is that 
there should have been more regard for the feelings of the minority 
in Calcutta, and that is all that 1 have got to sa> . 

Mr. 8YED JALALUDDIN HA8HEMY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, J am 
reallv in a difficult I have given notice of several amendments, each 
and every one of which is ot a different nature, containing different 
suggestions. Sir. for all practical purposes it is difficult to accommodate 
all these different suggestions in one single speech. 1 have therefore 
thought it advisable to put in one oi n»v amendments only, that is 
amendment \<f. 1!), in which I have said that for the wold “four" the 
following he substituted. viz., “Five ot whom one slioul 1 le the Chair- 
man, Calcutta Improvement Trust, one Scheduled Castes ami ihreo 
ladies — one Muslim, one Hindu and one Anglo-Indian/’ f am sun* no 
member of this House, not even the members ot the Coalition Curly, 
would be so unchivalrous as to denv the ladies these three stats in tin* 
Calcutta Corporation. My suggestion to the Hon'hle the Minister in 
charge of the Bill would he that la* should see that three seats are 
given to ladies in the Calcutta Corporation to look to the necessity of 
maternity, child welfare and to devise ways and means to save the 
* Children from infant mortality. Sir, when the Government is so 
unreasonable , when the Government is so determined to flout the deci- 
sion of the Upper IIousv, 1 have found out a via media — a compro- 
mise ; and I think Government would not contemplate a better sugges- 
tion than what I have given just now ^hat there should be five seats 
for nominated members. The Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust should -be an ex-officio member and councillor of the Calcutta 
Corporation—no member of the House should object to that. A member 
of the Scheduled Castes should be a nonynated councillor, and I have 
already spoken of the necessity of three seats for ladies of the three 
»communities — one Hindu, one Muslim and one Ango-Indian. Sir, the 
other day I made it clear that Government ought to*l!ave Accepted the 
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decision arrived at by the other House, that is, there shouljl be four 
councillors nominated by the Government. Sir, may I .ask — and 
seriously ask — the Hon’ble Minister in charge <jf this-Jiill what is the 
reason behind, that he is determined to get eight councillors as nominated 
councillors in the Calcutta Corporation. There are 90 councillors to 
be elected from the different constituencies, and the Upper House sug- 
gested that there should be four more,«i’.e., altogether 94. I submit, 
Sir, that Government have no justification for demanding fou^ more 
seats for nomination in the Calcutta Corporation. • The other day, Sir, 

I made it clear that only in this province — in fact, I am sure in no 
other province in India — the decision of the Upper House has beeflf - 
ignored by any Provincial Government from 1937 to this day. Th is is 
the only, single and solitary instance in which Government is going to 
flout the decision of the Upper House. It is for this reason only that 
I have suggested a formula, namely, that there should be five nomi- 
nated seats, and that Government should rest content with one more 
seat only. I am prepared to give Government one more seat in addi- 
tion to the remaining four. 

Sir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad in the course of his 
speech pointed out that I have not suggested the abolition of the 
system of nomination altogether. If he kindly looks at items Nos. 3 
and 4 of the agenda, lie will find that the abolition of the systfm of 
nomination altogether was ruled out of order by the Speaker. There- 
fore, Sir, we had no other alternative but to move an amendment in this 
way. Some suggested 3; some suggested 2; some suggested 1. (Mr. 
Santosh Kumar Bast; : Because one had to be retained.) I for myself 
can say, Sir, that 1 have one motion to the effect that there should be 
one nominated seat and that seat must go to the Chairman of the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust. There was no other alternative for us 
but to make some alteration if the principle of nomination could not be 
abolished at this stage. However, Sir, I know that the dignity of the 
Upj>er House will be maintained by the members of the Upper House, 
and I am sure that the Upper House will come forward to see that their 
decision is kept intact when this Bill goes back to them; (Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu : Hear, Hear.) and if that happens, certainly there will be* a 
difficulty in piloting this Bill or in the passage of this Bill through 
both Houses of Legislature. 

Sir, I have waited so long to hear from the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of this Bill the reason, he can put forward for maintaining that 
eight nominated Aeats should be retained. Sir, the principle of reduc- 
tion in the number of nominated seats has already been accepted by 
Government. Originally, the number of nominated seats was proposed 
to be 10 ; owing to pressure Government accepted the principle of reduc- 
tlon end, in fact, reduced the number from 10 to 8. What is the harm, 
what is the objection, what is the reason, Sir, that it must be 8 and 
why it sho'uld dot ibe 5 or even 4? This shows that Government has 

* * i 
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no reason behind the proposal. I know, Sir, as suggested by Khun 
Bahadur ^laulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad that the Opposition has created an 
atmosphere whuji is going against the invests of the Opposition them- 
selves. Sir, there was 1 no other alternative for them but to take the 
course that they have adopted. The other day I pointed out that in the 
Upper House Government had a clear majority to carry anything they 
liked and that that was a Howe only fbr that purpose. Even in that 
House^ Sir, some alteration in the Bill was proposed by way of an 
amendment, and it \*as carried against Government ; still, Sir, Govern- 
ment are adamant. They are not going to accept that decfsion. How- 
~ evei^IJhope, Sir, that good sense will yet prevail, and the Hon’bl© 
Minister in charge of this Bill will accept this amendment even at this 
stage. 

• 

Sir, I should like to say once more that Government in their new 
amendment have not mentioned as to who should be those eight nomi- 
nated members. The Hon'ble Minister in charge has given notice of 
a motion that there will be eight nominated scats. Are we not entitled, 
Sir, to know who in the opinion of Go\ernment are tit to be those eight 
nominated members? Tan the llon’hle Minister in charge of this Bill 
here and now tell the House that the following seats will be allocated 
in the following manner? We are entitled to know bow many ladies, 
bow granny members of the Seheduled Tastes and how many members 
of the Anglo-Indian community or of Labour will be taken in. Govern- 
ment have kept us absolutely in the datk with regard to the allocation 
of seats. Theftfore. Sir. I have made it clear in my motion that of the 
five seats one should go to the Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust, one to a member of the Scheduled Castes and three seats to three 
ladies of the three big communities n| Bengal. Sir, we hope to bear 
from the Ilon’ble Minister as to bow lie makes the allocation. Sir, w© 
are prepared to reconsider our decision, we are prepared to compromise, 
and we are still thinking what course we should take when actually 
the debate will be closed and voting will take place; if we are given to 
Understand that the allocation of seats will be made in this way or 
that wav, we are prepared to reconsider our position. 

With these few' words. Sir. I would request the Hon'ble Minister in 
charge to accept my amendment as it is. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. # Speaker, Sir, I would like at 
this fag-end of our debate only to give a virtual summary of the 
various arguments which have been put before the House, so that the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge may deal with them when he will be 
called upon to give a comprehensive repjy to these 119 amendments. 
It will be noticed, Sir, that so far as the Opposition is concerned, they 
.have tried to approach the question from four different angles of 
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In the first place, Sir, the Opposition has felt — and rightly too — 
that there should be as little room for nomination by Government as 
is possible, and, therefore, tfcere is a series of amendments regarding 
the reduction of the number of nominated seats : first from 8 to 4, as 
proposed by the Council, and thereafter from 4 to 3, 2, and 1. It 
will be for the House to give its opinion as to which exact number 
the House will accept. I am nftt going into the merits of a particular 
number or numbers, but, generally speaking, it has been made abun- 
dantly (dear that so far as nominations are concerned, they should be 
reduced to a^ low a figure as possible. The second series of amend- 
ments relate to reservations, retaining the number at 4 or less. So^faY 
as the Opposition is concerned, they have not “proposed any increase 
in the number, and, therefore, all the reservation* they have sought 
to move have been with reference to the redm ed number 4, which has 
been proposed by the Council. 

In tin; series of these reservations, it will be noticed that the first 
important reservation that has been pressed from this side has been 
the reservation for Scheduled Castas. It was practically accepted by 
every section of the House that the number of members of the 
Scheduled Castes that would be given seats in the list of Councillors 
of the Corporation must on no account be reduced below seven. Four 
of them were originally provided for through election and three # we re 
proposed to be provided for through nomination. While the Council 
reduced the number from S to 4, the Council did not specifically pro- 
vide that out of these 4, 3 should go to the Scheduled Castes. There- 
fore, some lacuna had been left and we on the Opposition side have 
pressed that at least that portion of the reservation should be retained. If 
on account of the reduction of thfs nuinbci to 4, it ma\ not have been 
found possible to retain the old number 3 in the reservation list, we 
hud tried to provide some seats through election, but unfortunately 
all those amendments of ours have been now ruled out of order, 
rightly so, probably, by the Hon’ble Speaker. 

The third series of reservations have been with regard to various 
qualifications. Some have proposed that there must be reservation of 
one seat for the Chairman of the Improvement Trust: there have** 
heen proposals for seats for experts, there have been proposals 
for reservation in the interest of labour, i^i the interest of ladies 
and in the interest of various other kind* of persons including 
members of the various communities as also of trading and other pro- 
fessional groups which have been proposed through various kinds of 
amendments. It is for the House now to apply its mind and find out 
whether it is possible to give Government a definite direction as to 
the lines in which Government should make its selections. It has been 
our unfortunate experience in connection with Government nomina- 
tions that nominations are not always made in the best interests of, 
the particular Institutions for which nomination is made. We have 
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found that considerations other than the consideration of the rate- 
payers’ interests find favour with Government in the matter of nomi- 
nation. I will u^pt say that Government distribute patronage through 
nomination. But it hdb been our unfortunate experience that in most 
cases Government do not accept the best men of the place for nomina- 
tion. Recently I had an instance in which, in two local bodies, 
nominations have been given merely atftl definitely with the idea of 
turning the sCale against the elected members. This was a case in 
24-Parganas. It waa a case recently in the Jungipur Municipality — 
I am taking one case of a district board and another instance of a 
“municipality. In the Jungipur Municipality, all the four seats reserv- 
ed forlorn illation have* been given to Muslims and Muslims belong- 
ing to a particular partv — a party that could not get a sufficient 
number of tneif elected. Thereby the whole character of the muni- 
cipal administration would be changed, because the elected memliers 
who had expected to get theii represent at i\c elected to tile position 
of Chairman will not now' have that comfortable majority. 

Thereafter, there is a series of suggestions regarding the distribution 
of seats which Government might be prepared to propose. Government 
have already throughout their suggestions pioposed to increase the 
number from 4 to 8. Suppossing that is accepted by the House, even 
then there is scope for reservation. Government had originally propos- 
ed to reserve d seats tor Scheduled Castes which Government uguin 
intend to restore. In addition to that there remain 5 seats. There was 
a pious wish e stressed on the floor of this House that if not two, at 
least one seat would be reserved for holies and there was a motion to 
that effect in this House. But the inojion had to lie withdrawn on the 
assurance of the Hon’ble Chief Minister. If an opportunity is now 
given to projHi.se definitely that reservation as an alternative to the 
original resen at ion, 1 do not see any reason why some other reservation 
cannot also be considered. Thus, we should reserve three seats, namely, 
one for the Chairman of the Calcutta Improvement Trust who, as a 
matter of fact, has all along been nominated by Government — why 
should not he have a definitely stated seat on the list of nominated 
• fh embers and two for two ladies also. Why should not these three 
seats be mentioned definitely along with the three Scheduled Castes 
seats? So, if these three seats along with the three nominated seats 
reserved for Scheduled Castes are fixed, we will know definitely that 
these seats will go to certain definite persons or certain definite groups 
of people. There will remain only two more seats and Government may 
at most do mischief — which at the present moment I do not want to 
ascribe to thetai — in respect of two mem tiers onlv, that will not be so 
vital and dangerous. So, if we analyse ajl these motions, it will be 
found on the whole that there are motions for reduction of number 
from 4 to 3, 2 and 1; there are motions for reservation of aeats irres- 
pective of number; there are motions for reserve tiorf«of asats within 

i • 
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the number 4 and there are motions for reservation of seatej for the 
Scheduled Castes in particular. If, Sir, you, while putting these 
amendments to vote, be kindrenough to give this Houa$ an opportunity 
of voting independently on these issues which *have been clearly ex- 
plained — at least I have tried to explain — that will be very helpful. 1 
find, if the order of the motions is followed and if one exclusive motion 
is first put to the vote, the others may net arise. I submit, Sir, that in 
your own discretion, you will be good enough to analyse the^ whole 
number of motions in this manner and permit the House to express 
itself properly as and when these different issues will be put before the 
House. I support all these amendments. 


The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Sir, I believed at first while moving my motion that it would be 
unnecessary for me to speak on the amendments as the House had 
already discussed them very thoroughly, passed the Bill and sent it to 
the Upper House. The question is very simple. Does this House 
approve of the amendments as passed by the Upper House and sent 
to this House? Or does this House approve of the original Bill as sent 
to the Upper House? Sir, this matter was thoroughly discussed and 
debated day ufter day and the Assembly thereafter thought fit to pass 
this Bill and send it to the Upper House. In the Upper House on 
account of a “snap” division owing to the absence of a number of 
members, this amendment was passed and in the Upper House we gave 
an assurance to the members there that we would try to''bring this Bill 
buck as originally passed by this House 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Assurance or threat? 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Dacca: 

Assurance, I said. 

I do not think it is necessary for me to speak in regard to all the 
points raised by the different members. They have been discussed, 
but there are one or two things on which I would like to disabuse thft 
minds of my friends opposite. Whenever my friends on the other 
side speak, they always harp on Government and Coalition Party 
members. Let me remind them that members of the Government are 
the elected members from different constituencies and the elected 
representatives of the people. The members of the Coalition Party in 
the same way are elected representatives of the people. They 
have come through various constituencies being elected by 
a majority. The Government here are supported by the majority 
of the elected representatives of the people and, therefore, 
whenever, they speak of this Government, they should know that it is 
a Government ©f the people elected by a majority; and more eo'th* 
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popularity of a Government is always found by a bye-election. In 
every bye-eletion in which the Coalition Party had senl a nominee, 
he has come ©unsuccessful invariably. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Except in the last 

election. 

M [.^SPEAKER: I would expect that at this fag-end of the day the 
Hon’ble Minister would not cloud the issue by bringing 1 jp extraneous 
matters. I will request him to confine himself to the points at issue, 

4liat we can finish it soon. 

^ • 

(There were interruptions from various sides of the House.) 

The Hon'ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

May I appeal to you that you would kindly ask my honourable friends 
to refrain from interrupting me? 

Another charge which I wish to refute on behalf of Government is 
that this Bill is a sort of Damocles’ sword hanging on the head of the 
Hindu community. I say that this Bill is not taking away any rights 
from the Hindu community. They have got the same absolute majority 
in the Corporation. Therefore, the charge that we are communal is 
unfounded. We refute that charge. The original intention of the 
members of the Scheduled Castes who belong to the Coalition Party was 
that they should get representation by separate electorate. If this 
Government had been communal and wanted to divide the Hindu 
community into two, they would have accepted the proposal, hut they 
did not accept it. That clearly shops that thiH Government have 
brought this Bill 

Maulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Please come to the conclusion. 

The Hoo’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa. 

I shall come to the conclusion when I shall think it necessary. It is 
•not your wish, it is my wish that will prevail. T appeal to the Speaker 
kindly to stop him from making such observation. 

Mr. SPEAKERS. Mr. Sarkar, I find that you are causing incon- 
veniences by making remarks. There are other obstructions which are 
parliamentary, but I find that your obstructions are hopeless^ unparlia- 
mentary. 

Tho Hofi*ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooa: 

With reference to the speeches of Mr. Cnippendale and Mr. Griffiths, * 
♦ I can assure them that Government sympathise with their motion. The 
Hon’ble the Chief Minister has given an assurance if* this* very House 

i • 
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that there will be at least one Anglo-Indian lady nominate^ to the 
Corporation. In view of this assurance which has been giveh in this 
House I hope they will withdraw the motion. ^ «<• 

Some of my friends have asked why are you giving nomination to 
the Scheduled Castes. As I said we do not want our friends to be 
thrown to the wolves. To prevent that, therefore, we have accepted 
their suggestion and given them nomination. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who are your Ihmbs? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You will remember, Dr. Sanyal, that wh«n 'you 
spoke lie was not interrupting you. I expect that you would not 
interrupt him. I have allowed interruption to such a limit thal it is 
bringing discredit to this House and, therefore, I am not going to stand 
any such interruption. I can quite understand the necessity of inter- 
ruptions from the front bench or from the leaders of the different 
parties. The interruptions should be of such a nature as is absolutely 
necessary and on party lines. All these interruptions are nothing more 
than the repetition ad nauseam of facts already discussed here. Unless 
I am satisfied with the nature of the interruption, I shall not be able 
to allow it. Please allow him to develop his argument. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will you kindly ask the Minister in 
charge not to repeat his arguments which we have often ( heard here ad 
nauseam ? 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I say that we do not want to 
throw the Scheduled Castes member over to the wolves. It is a legiti- 
mate interruption on our part, because by the word “wolves” the 
Hon’ble Minister evidently referred to the members of the Congress 
Group. He should be asked who are those timid lambs whom he does 
not want to throw’ to the w’olves. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Basu, you are a reputed lawyer of Calcutta* 
and it is not proper for you to attribute motive. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is exactly what I want the 
Minister not to do. 

<r 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja HABIBULLAH Bahadur, of Daooas 

Unfortunately this is not a restaurant, where I could understand a 
lamb cutlet or some such thinfr. 

As I have already said this matter has been thoroughly discussed . 
by this very*Houdb and they have arrived at a conclusion and sent this 

* « i 
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Bill to Upper House by a decision of the majority. Under the 
circumstances I would request the House to accept my amendment and 
send the Bill baek to the Upper House. • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think it would be convenient if instead of putting 
all these amendments to vote I do adjourn the House. 

The 'Couse- was then adjourned for .‘10 minutes. 


(Aftef adjournment.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I uill now put the amendments, i may just 
inform the IloifSe as to t he order in which 1 projiose to do so. [ feel 
that all these amendments more m less are of such a character that it 
onvone is cariied the othei> — at least most of them — fall through. 
That being so I think that it would not he pioper for me to put the 
Government motion first of all I shall tiist divide all these motions 
according to the numhei . I find that theie are certain motions which 
deal with the reduction of the number from ‘'lour’ to one; and certain 
motions which deal with th(* reduction of the number from “four 1 to 
“two” and certain motions deal with the reduction ot the number from 
“four’* to ‘‘three”. And then there is the Go\einment motion of 
increasing the number “four” to “eight”. In addition to that there are 
certain motions which are in the nature ot certain specific provisions 
with a view to* putting certain qualifying clauses governing these 
nominations. 1 feel that they stand on their own merit. They are not 
inconsistent in any way with any ^lecision as regards the number. 
Therefore, I think it would lie proper, in view of the fact that the 
Government motion is of an all-embiaring (huraeter, to put it in the 
middle. I propose to take the motions in the following order, viz., 
Nos. 21, 07, 71, 92, lOd, 107, 109, 119 and after that I put the Govern- 
ment motion. Now as regards Nos. 107, 109 by virtue ot the power 
which I have got under rule 40. I divide both these motions into two. 
Qne is as regards the number and another as regards the qualifieution. 
If the number is common in any of these motions then by virtue of the 
fact that one motion is lost the other- do not arise. In other words if 
No. 21 which suggests a reduction ot the number from “four” to “three” 
is lost, then motions Nos. 107 and 109 which also aim at the reduction 
of the number from “four” to “three” would also W lost. With these 
preliminary remarks I will put motion No. 21 first. * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With regard to Nos. 107 and 109, 
they relate to reservation of seats for S< heAuled Tastes. They could be 
fitted in with the Government amendment irrespective of the number 
"three”. 



156 GOVERNMENT BILL. [10th July, 

Mr* SPEAKER: That would come in after Government anvenflmexit. 
What about No. 119? 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That would come in also after 
Government amendment. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes. Now, I shall put the first part ot (notion 
No. 21 of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin Hashemy. • 

The motion of Mr. Syed Jalaluddin R&shemy that in clause 3 (2), in 
line 1, of the proposed clause ( b ) for the word “.four” the word *Three” 
be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that in clause 3(2), in 
line 1, of the proposed clause (b) for the word “four” the word “two” 
be substituted, was put and a division called, with the following 
results : — 


AYES— 64. 


Akkul Jakkar Taiwan, Mr. Mk. 

Akkul Wakak, Maulvi. 

Aku Hatcaln tarkar, Maulvi. 

Akul rail, Mr. Mk. 

Akmak Kkan, Mr. Syak. 

Banarli. Mr. P. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Pramatka Natk. 

Banarjl, Mr. Satya Prlya. 

Baaarjaa, Mr. Ilknatk. 

Baaarjaa, Dr. luraik Okankra. 

Baau, Mr. tanlaah Kumar. 

Biawaa, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Bltwaa, Mr. Surankra Natk. 

Baaa, Mr. karat Okankra. 

Okakrakarty. Mr.katiakra Natk. 
Okakrakarty, Baku Naraakra Narayaa, 
Okattapakkyay, Mr. Marly aka. 
Okaukkurl, Ral Naraakra Natk. 

Daa, Baku Maklm Okankra. 

Oaa, Baku Bakkanatk. 

Oat Bupta, Baku Kkacankra Natk. 
Daa Bupta, IrIJut Naraakra Natk. 
Oatta, Mr. DMraakra Natk. 

Dalai, Mr. Naraakra Natk. 

Outta, Mr. kukumar. 

Dutta Matumkar, Mr. Nikaraaku. 
Kmkakul Napua, Kail. 

Baufuly, Mr. Prutul Okaakra. 

Bkaaa, Mr. Atul Krlakaa. 

Blatakkia Akmak. Mr. 

Baawaml, Mr/ ratal Okaakra. 

Bupta, Mr. Jufaak Okaakra. 


Natan All Okawkkury, Mr. tyak. 
Jalalukkln Haakamy, Mr. Syak. 
Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Okankra. 

Kunku, Mr. Nitkltka Natk. 

Maiti, Mr. NikunJa Bakarl. 

Maltra, Mr. turankra Makan. 

MaJI, Mr. Akwaita Kumar. f 
MaJumkar, Mrs. Namaprava. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar Okankra. 
Maniruzsaman Itlamakakl, Maulani 
MaakarJaa, Dr. tyamapraiak. 
MukarJi, Mr. Dklrankra Narayaa. 
MukharJaa, Mr. B. 

Mukkarji, Dr. Marat Okankra. 
Malliek, IrIJut Atkutaak. 

Nauikar All, Mr. Syak. 

Pain, Mr. Baraka Praaanaa. 

Paul, lir Hari taakar. 

Ramliukkia Akmak, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Ckaru Okankra. 

Ray, Mr. Kamalkritfcaa. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran tankar. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatka Natk. 

•anyal. Dr. Nallnakaka. 
laayal, Mrjlatanka Sakkar. 

San, Baku Naftnkra Natk. 

•an, Ral Bafcak*i^a<a*k Okaakra. 
•kamtukklu Akmak, Mr. 

•taka, Sri Jut Maalakra Bkuaaa. 
Sur, Mr. Naraakra Kumar. 

Zamaa, Mr. A. M. A. 


* NOES — lit. 

Akkul Aata, Maataaa Mk. 

Akkut Nala, Mr. Mlrta. t 
Akkat NaBa, Mr.W * 

• 4 
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AM* IM Mr- A. M. 

AMU MhM Maalvi. 

AMMkir.W 
AMM UM Hmm, MiaM. 

AMM MaJIb, Hr. Syab. ^ 

AMU WtlA Kid, Mr. 

AMwr ItlMi, KkM Bababar A. F. M. 

AMar RiUu SMbigt. Mr. 

AMw Rasbatb, Maalvi Mb. 

AMar Baal, Kbaa Mil Maalvi i. # 

AMar RaaWKIaa Bababar Ik ah. 

AMar Rtfsak, Maalvi. 

AMaa Sbabssb, Maalvi Mb. • 

AMbar Baia Obtwbbary, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 
Abal Naaale Abaub. Mr. 

Abal Oaaaam. Maalvi. 

AttaillaMfta Jtarbar, Maalvi. # 

Abaub All Caayatyarl, Kbaa Bababar RRaalaaa. 
Abmab All Mrtbba, Maalvi. 

Abaub Hssain, Mr. • 

Alfacabbia Abmaa, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 
Aaiiaallab, Kbaa labib Maalvi. 

Amir All Mia, Maalvi Mb. 

Atbrafall, Mr. M. 

Aaiab Haaaaia Kbaa, Maalvi. 

Aibar AH, Maalvi. 

Birkmyrt, lir Haary Bart. 

Blaaiaaatack, Mr. L. M. 

Braara, Mr. A. 0. 

Chiypsnbals, Mr. 4. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Du, Mr. Aaakal Cbanbra. 

Das, Bai Sabib Klrit Bbasaa. 

Ebbar, Mr. Upsnbraaatb. 

Farbai Rua Cbswbbury, Mr. M. 

Facial Has, lbs Hsa’bls Mr. A. K. 

Facial Qaabir, Kbaa Bfbabar Maalvi. 

Fular Babaian (Myaisasingh), Mr. 

Fraacb, Mr. F. H. 

Baism tarwar Hasaiai, Mr. Ibab lysb. 

Bams*, t. A. 

BrHBths, Mr. C. 

Baraag, Mr. Dambar tlagb. 

Byasabbin Abmab Cbaabbary, AlhabJ. 

Habiballab, tbs Hsa’Ms Nawab Bababar K. af 
Dacca. 

Hamibabbin Abmab, Kbaa Sabib. 

HaaiHtaa, Mr. K. A. 

Hasaaascaataa, Maalvi Mb. 

Haabaai AH Kbaa, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 

Hasiaa Marsbab, Mr*., M.B.E. 

Maternally Jamabar, Kbaa Sabib Maalvi. 
Hawkings, Mr. K.b. 

Hanbry, Mr. DavM. 

Ibrts Abaub Mia, Maalvi. 

baialabbia Abmab, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 

baalmabbla Abaub, Mr. « 

KaMr a b b ia Kbaa, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 


Ksaasby, Mr. I. B. 

MasBrsgar, Mr. B. B. 

MaBtabbia Abaub, Dr. 

Maftcabbia Cbaabbary, Maalvi. 

Magana, Mr. L. T. 

Mabtababbia Abaub, Kbaa Bababar Maalvi. 
Maabal, Mr. Birat Bbaabra. 

Mtabai, Mr. 4a|at Cbaabra. 

Maairabbin Akhaab, Maalvi. 

MBss, Mr. C. W. 

Millar, Mr. C. 

Mabimmsb All, Kbaa Bababar. 

Margaa, Mr. B., 0.1 .1., 

Masism Ali Msllab. Maalvi. # 

Macamaisi Hag, Maalvi Mb. 

Mvhamaub Atcal, Kbaa Sabib Maalvi Syab. 
Mabammab Ibrabim, Maalvi. 

MvhammaS libagaa, Maalvi. 

Mabamnab Isratl, Maalvi. 

Mabammab Siibigat, Kbaa Bababar Dr. Syab. 
MaHtek, tbs Hta'Ma Mr. Makaaba Bshary. 

Malllck, Mr. Falla Babary. 

Muibarraff Hsssaia, tbs Hsa'bls Nawab, Kbaa 
Bababar. 

Mastagawsal Hagas, Mr. Syab. 

Maitata Ali Dtwaa, Maalvi. 

Naaby, tbs Hsa’bls Mabaraja Iriubasbra, af 
Osssimbuu. 

Nasarallab, Nawabcaba K. 

Nuimabbla, tbs Hsa'bls Kbwaja Sir, K.O.I.K. 
Fatsnsn, Mr. E. A. 

Rabataa, Kbaa Bababar A. M. L. 

Baikal, tbs Hsa'bls Mr. Pruaaaa Dab. 

Rajibabbia Tarafbar, Maalvi. 

Ruaar Rahaiaa Kbaa, Mr. 

Ray, lbs Hsa’Ms Sir Bijay Frasab Siagb. 

Ray, Mr. PaNram. 
labsb Alam, Mr. Syab. 
labarubbia Abmab, Mr. 

Saflrubbin Abmab, Haji. 

• Salim, Mr. S. A. 
laaaallah, AI-HaJ Maalaaa Dr. 
larkar, Baba Mabhasabaa. 

Sarkar, tbs Hsa’bls Mr. Nalini Raajaa. 
bsrajal Itam, Mr. 

Ibabababbia, Mr. Kbwaja, OJi. 

Ihamsabbia Abaub Kbsabkar, Mr. 

Ibamsal Haba, Maalaaa. 

Ilrbar, Baba Litta Maaba. 

Smith, Mr. N. Brabaat. 

Stsvsa, Mr. 4. W. R. 

Sabrawarby, tbs Hsa'bls Mr. H. S. 

Tamtcsbbia Kbaa, tbs Hsa'Ms Mr. 

Tsfsi Abmab Cbaabbary, Maalvi HaJI* 

Walksr, Mr. W. A. M. 

Warrsa, Mr. F. F. S. 

Zabar Abmab Cbaabbary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes being 64 and the Noes 118, the motion was lost. 

The motion of Mr. Santosh Kumar Ba.su that in clause 3(2), in line 
1, of the proposed clause (6), for the word ‘‘four” the word “one” be 
substituted, was then put and lost. ** * 
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The motion of Mr. Rasik Lai Biswas that in clause 3 (2), in line 2, 
of the proposed clause (b) after the word “Government” the ^ following 
words be inserted, namely ^ 

f 

“of whom three shall be members of the Scheduled Castes as 
recommended by the members belonging to the Scheduled 
Castes in the Bengal Legislative Assembly and the Bengal 
Legislative Council in a joint meeting to be helcj^for the 
purpose,” e 

was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES — 76. 


Abdul Jikbir Palwan, Mr. M d. 

Abdul Wahid, Maulvi. 

Aha H attain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Ahul Fail, Mr. Md. 

Abffltd Khan, Mr. 8yod. 

Aiimaddin Ahmtd, Mr. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

Bantrjtt, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

BantrJI, Mr. Satya Priya. 

Bantrjtt, Mr. Sibnath. 

Bantrjtt, Dr. Suroih Ohandra. 

Barma, Baku Prtmhari. 

Barman, Baha Ihyama Protad. 
Barman, Babu Upandra Nath. 

Batu, Mr. lantoth Kumar. 

Biiwai, Babu Lakthml Narayan. 

Bit w at, Mr. Ratik Lai. 

Biiwai, Mr. Surtndra Nath. 

Bttt, Mr. Sarat Ohandra. 

Ohakraharty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Ohakrabarty, Babu Nartndra Narayan, 
Ohattapadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Ohaudhurl, Ral Hartndra Nath. 

Dai, Babu Mahim Ohaadra. 

Dai, Baku Radhanath. 

Dai, Mr. Mtnmthan. 

Dai Bupta, Baku Khaftndra Nath. 
Dai Bupta, Srijut Narondra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Dhlrindra Nath. 

Dolul, Mr. Hanndra Nath. 

Dutta, Mr. lukumar. 

Dutta Maxumdar, Mr. Nihartnda. 
Kmdadul Htqut, Kail, 
fianguly, Mr. Pratul Ohandra. 

Shut, Mr. Atul Krlihaa. 

Btaiuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Batwami, Mr. Tula! Ohaadra. 

Bupta, Mr.dagtih Ohaadra. 


Hasan All Ghawdbury, Mr. Sytd. 
Jalaluddin Haihimy, Mr. Sytd. 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Ohandra. 

Kundu, Mr. NUhitha Nath. 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Btharl. 

Maitra, Mr. Surtndra Mohan. 

Maji, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mri. Htmaprtva. 

Mai, Mr. Itwar Ohandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Jogtndra Nath. 
Maniruxxaman lilamahadi, Maulaaa Md. 
Mooktrjtt, Dr. Syampraiad. 

Muktrji, Mr. Dhirtndra Narayaa. 
Mukhtrjtt, Mr. B. 

Mukhtrji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Mullick, Srijut Aihutoih. 

Nauihtr All, Mr. Sytd. 

Pain, Mr, Barada Protanna. 

Paul, Sir Hari Sanktr. 

Ramixuddin Ahmtd, Mr. 

Ray Choudhury, Mr. Birtndra Kiihort. 
Ray, Mr. Chtru Ohaadra. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Mr. Kimalkriihna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiraa tankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kiihorl Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Natk. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nallaakiba. 

Sanyal, Mr. Saianka Sakhar. 

8tn, Baku Nag on dr a Nath. 

Son, Rai Bahadur Jogoih Ohandra. 
Sbamiuddin Ahmtd. 

Singha, Baku Kikotra Nath, 
tiaba, SrljVt Manindra Bhataa. 

Sar, Mr. Hartnigp Kumar. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


woes— lie. 


Abdul Alia, Maulaaa Md. 

Abdul Halil, Mr. Mina. 

Ahdut Halit, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hakoam, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hakim Vfcramp*!, Maulvi Ml. 


Abdvt Hamid, Mr. A. M. 
Abdul HamM Sbab, Maulvi. 
Abdal Karim, Mr. 

Abdtl LatW Bltwat, Maulvi. 
Abdvl Majid, Mr. Sytd. 
Abdul Wahab Kkaa, Mr. 
i 
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AMafia-AJ MaBma n i , Mr. 

AMar RUrta, Kkaa likKtr A. F. R. 

AMMir Rahm§* **<*1. Mr. 

Abiar ItwM Mabmoof. Mr. 

AMir Rashoni, MmIiIW. % 

Abiar Rint, Khan tabfe Mnhri I. 

AMir Rauf, Kkai likKar Shah. 

Abiar Razzak, Maahri. 

Alias thabsoi, Maahri Mi. 

AIMar Rasa Ckawikury, Kbaa Babaiar Meaty. 

Aba I Masala Ahmai* Mr. 

Abal Q «jpart, Maalvi. 

Aftal H Stain Jsariar, Maalvi. # 

Abaiai All Enayatpuri, Kban Babaiar Maalaaa. 

Ahmai AH Mrtiha, Maalvi. 

Abaiai Masala, Mr. 

AlfsHiilNBAkmti, Kbaa Babaiar |iaalvl. 

AmiaaHab, Kbaa tabib Maalvi. , 

Aaitr All Mia, Maalvi Mi. 

Asbrafali, Mr. M. • 

Aulai M attain Kbaa, Maahri. 

Aibar All, Maalvi. 

Barat All, Mr. Mi. 

Blrkmyro, Sir Haary Bart. 

Brawn, Mr. A. 0. 

Chippsniala, Mr. 4. W. 

Das, Mr. Anakul Obaaira. 

Oas, Rai Sahib KirH Bbatban. 

Eibar, Mr. Upsniranath. 

Farhai Raza Chaaribary, Mr. M. 

Faslul Hus, tha Haa'bla Mr. A. K. 

Patlul Quaiir, Kbaa Babaiar Maalvi. 

Pazlar Rabman (Mymanaingh), Mr. 

Franck, Mr. F. H. 

Qaiam Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Ibah tyai. 

Bamac, Mr. 8. A. 

BrtMtha, Mr. C. * 
finning, Mr. Oambar Singh. 

Byataiiin Ahmai Chawibury, AlhaiJ. 

Mabiballsh, tha Haa’bla Nawab Babaiar K.. at 
Dacca. 

Hamiiuiiin Ahmai, Kbaa tabib. 

Hasanunaman, Maalvi Mi. 

Hasbam All Kbaa, Kban Bahaiur Maalvi. 

Hasiaa Murshai , Mrs. M. B. E. 

H atom ally Jamaiar, Kbaa tabib Maalvi. 

Hawkings, Mr. R.4. 

Haairy, Mr. DavM. 

Hirtial, Mr. M. A. F. 

I Sri* Ahmai Mia, Maahri. 

Jaialaiiia Ahmai, Kbaa Babaiar Maalvi. 

Masimaiila Ahmai, Mr. 

KaMraiila Kbaa, Kbaa Babaiar Maalvi. 

Kaaaaiy, Mr. I. B. 

i • 

The Ayes being J(> and the Noes 


MaiiaMia Ahmai, Dr. 

Matsaiila Obawibary, Maalvi. 

Magairs, Mr. L. T. 

Mahtabaiiia Ahmai, Kbaa Babaiar Maalvi. 
MsaAl, Mr. Birat Obaaira. 

Maaial, Mr.iagat Obaaira. 

Maairviiia Akbaai, Maalvi. 

Millar, Mr. 0. 

Mabammti All, Kbaa Babaiar. 

Mbrg an, Mr. B., 0. 1. K. 

Maslsm All Mallsb, Maalvi. 

Mazammol Hag, Maalvi Mi. 

Mahammai Atssl, Kbaa tabib Maalvi tyai. 
Muhammad Ibrahim, Maalvi. # 

Mahammai libagaa, Maalvi. 

Mahammai lirail, Maalvi. 

Mahammai Siiiigta, Khan Babaiar Dr. tyai. 
Maliiek, tha Han’bia Mr. Makania Babary. 

Mallick, Mr. Palin Bah ary. 

Musharraf! H attain, tha Han'bia Nawab, Khaw 
Babaiar. 

Mustagawsai Hague, Mr. tyai. 

Mustafa All Dtwan, Maalvi. 

Naniy, the Han'bia Mabaraja Srtttbaaira, at 

Cauimbaaar. 

Naiarwllah, Nawabiaia K. 

Nazimaiiin, tha Han’bia Khwaja tlr, K. 0. 1.K. 
Paterien, Mr. E. A. 

Rahman, Khan Bahaiar A. M. L. 

Ralkut, tha Han'bia Mr. Prasanna Dab. 

Rajibuiiin Taratiar, Maalvi. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, tha Han'bia Sir Bijoy Prasai tiagh. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 
laiaruiiin Ahmai, Mr. 
laflruiiin Ahmai, Ha)i. 
tahab Alam, Mr. tyai. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sanaullah, AI-HaJ Maviana Dr. 

Sarkar, Baba Maihvsuian. 

Sarkar, tha Han'bia Mr. Natini Raajaa. 

Sassoon, Mr. R. M. 

Strajul Islam, Mr. 
thahabuiiia, Mr. Khwaja, 0. B. E. 

Shamsudiin Ahmai Khanikar, Mr. 

Shamsul Huia, Maulana. 

Sirdar, Baku Lifts Mania, 
lahrawariy, tha Han’bia Mr. H. t. 

TamitBiiin Khan, tha Hoa'ala Mr. 

Total Ahmai Ohoaihury, Maalvi HaJI. 

Wtlkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Warrta, Mr. P. F. I. 

Zahar Ahmai Ohoaihury, Maalvi. 


I lG f the motion was lo«t. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 shall now put amendment No. t) 0hich wait 
moved by tha Hon’ble Nawab Bahadur of Dacca. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja Habibuliah Bahadur, of 
Dacca, that in clause 3 (2), in lines 1 and 2, <>i the proposed clause (b) 
for the* words “four Councillors to be appointed by the Provincial 
Government” the words “eight Councillors to be tfppoiited by the 
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Provincial Government, of whom three shall be members of the 
Scheduled Castes and the remainder be appointed’ * shall be substituted, 
was then put and agreed to t €i 

< 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think, the net result is that all other amend- 
ments fall through and do not arise. If there is any member who thinks 
that his amendment does not, then I wilL consider it. (No member rose 
from his seat.) So I take it that the House agrees that the n£t result 
is that all other amendments fall through. 1 

The net effect of to-day’s amendment being carried is that the Bill 
has been substantially reinstated in the form in which this Hrufce 
originally passed the Bill and a message to this effect will be sent to 
the Upper House. 

Programme of Business. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is one other matter. As regards the 
adjournment motion by Mr. Rai Chaudhuri as also the motion of the 
Coalition Party, I have looked into both these cases. If the motion 
of the Coalition Party had come immediately after the statement of the 
Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin, I would have been perfectly entitled to hold 
that that motion would have priority, but in view of the fact that 
Mr. Rai Chaudhuri’s motion come in first, I think, on a vital issue like 
this, I would not be exercising my right properly if 1 did not allow the 
Opposition to discuss this matter from their own point of view. In 
these circumstances, I hold that the adjournment motion of Mr. Rai 
Chaudhuri is in order but the rest of the formalities and other things 
I will take up to-morrow after the question time. If the House gives 
permission to discuss the adjournment motion, then I will take it up 
for discussion at (i o’clock to-morrow. 

Now the procedure I am suggesting for to-morrow is that after 
question time, we will finish the formalities of the adjournment motion. 
Thereafter instead of taking up the Rules matter, we will take up the 
Bengal Agricultural Produce Markets Bill and dispose of that. Then 
we will finish the Rules so that the rest of the time will be left to us for 
the discussion of the adjournment motion, if it is permitted by the * 
House. This will simplify matters. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 
iuformal meeting for the discussion of the 

the matter. 

* 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will consider that. 

Atfjoummtfit. 

The House was then adjourned till 4-4o p.m. on Tuesday, the II tb 
July, 1939, vat the Assembly House, Calcutta. 


you may better call an 
Rules* That will expedite 



i m] 


m 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

♦ ^ • 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, 
the 11th July, 1939, at 4-45 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the*Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul H^que, C I.E.) 
in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble Ministers and '■! 1 S members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Grant of allowance to Assembly staff, 

*648. Maulvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: (m Will the Deputy 
Speaker be pleased to state whether the assistants working in the 
Legislative Assembly Department have got any fixed hours of work? 

(b) If so, what are they? 

(c) Is the Deputy Speaker aware that the usual working hours in the 
various departments in the Bengal Secretariat with which the legis- 
lative Assembly Department corresponds are from 10-30 a.m. to 5 p.m.? 

(,/) If so, Wll the Deputy Speaker he pleased to state whether he is 
considering the desirability of making the working hours in the 
Legislative Assembly Department correspond with those in other 
departments of the Bengal Secretariat ? 

(e) Will the Deputy Speaker be pleased to state whether the assist- 
ants in the Legislative Assembly Department have to work during the 
session of the Legislative Assembly till 8 or 9 p.m., Home days even 
up to 10 p.m. ? 

(f) If so, do they get any extra allowance or overtime allowance 
for this overtime work? 

(g) If they do not get any allowance, will the Deputy Speaker 
consider the desirability of granting them overtime allowance for these 
extra hours of work? 

m 

DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr. M. Aihrafali)! (a), (b), (d) t (c), (f) 
tnd (g) It is quite correct that during the Assembly Sessionsthe entire 
staff of the Assembly Department have to work not only at an abnor- 
mally high pressure but also for very long hours frequently even on 
holidays in order to cope with the volume* of work according to a fixed # 
programme This pressure of work practically begins from the date 
of the wrote of summons for a Session, i.e., about a month before its 

12 
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commencement, continuing till a fortnight after prorogation. In view 
of the unprecedented length of the current session continuing from 
the middle of February last, summonses for which were issued on the 
22nd December last the strain on the staff hfys been 5 ’ very heavy, and 
more so, as the staff has to work in a temporary shed where the tempe- 
rature during the heat of the summer months rises abnormally high. 
Besides, a setction of the staff has to work practically from early 
morning till late at night with only an interval for their micUday meal 
as they have to attend Select Committee meetings, Council meetings 
and Library in the morning. 

Mr. Speaker proposes to address Government on the subject when 
the session is over. , e 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will Mr. Speaker please include 
coolies and peons while addressing on the subject ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Deputy Speaker kindly tell 
us whether the peons, chaprasis, and the workers of the cooling appara- 
tus, etc., are included in the term “assistant”? 

Mr. SPEAKER: A cooly cannot be an assistant. 1 might inform 
the House at this stage that it has been all along my practice not to 
allow any question about the administration of the Assembly Depart- 
ment. But I thought that it was such an important matter that 
information to the members might be helpful. 1 can assure this much 
that I am fully cognisant of the facts, and I think the members can 
wait till the next session. 

Dr.’ NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister within 
whose cognisance the subject remains be pleased to state whether there 
is any system of granting overtime allowances to Government servants 
working in other departments? * 

Mr. 8PEAKER; It is not fair on >our part to ask that question 
to the Hon’ble Minister. 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I can answer supple- 
mentary questions to the questions that I have answered, but I cannot 
answer supplementary questions to those questions that I have not 
answered. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The rule states that questions have 
got to bf addressed to the Minister within whose special cognisance 
the subject remains. 

Will the Deputy Speaker be pleased to state if on previous occasions 
either during the new regime or during the previous periods, any over- 
time allowances were paid to the staff of the Council or th^ Assembly 
Department P 
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Mr* f Iff. ASHRAFALI: Immediately after the Reforms, they 
used tojpay overtime allowances but that Las been stopped. 

• t 

Dr. NALItlAK8ftA 8ANYAL: Will the Deputy Speaker be 

pleased to state what reasons were assigned by Government for stopping 
these overtime allowances afterwards? 

MrSM. A8HRAFALI : There was a retrenchment committee and 
that committee advised stopping them. 

• * Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. 

Clause (c ) of the questton has not been answered. 

Mr. 8PEA*KER: The working hours of Government offices are 
known to all. 

Defilement of sacred temple at Rupnai in Pabna. 

•549. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: {a) Has 

the attention of the Hon'ble Minister in chaige ot the Home Depart- 
ment been drawn to the cases of defilement of sacred places of worship 
and Hindu deities at Rupnai, a village in the distnct of Pabna? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Ministei aware — 

(?) that some Muhammadans prevented the Hindu public from 
observing their Chait Sankranti festival on the ground 
where usually the said festival is held every yeurj 
(it) that some persons subsequent to this event broke and removed 
the local Kali image and the temple; 
tmk that the temple was subsequently razed to the ground and 
tilled ; and 

(iv) that the Hindus were molested when they came to resist? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
. Minister be pleased to state whether the place of occurrence was visited 

by the local Police Superintendent? 

(d) If so, did he hold any enquiry? 

(e) If so, with what result? 

(/) If no enquiry was held by the* Police Superintendent into the 
matter, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state \be reason 
therefor ? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state* 
ment showing for the last three years the number of cases of suclf 
defilement of sacred places of Hindu worship and reported defilement 

of deities in the district of Pabna ? 

» 
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MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hen’ble 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) No. An attack is alleged * to have 

been made on the Cliarak Gae^\ at Rupnai by some Muhammadans from 
the neighbouring villages while it was being takfen to the Puja ground 
on the 14th April, 1939. A case was instituted under sections 147/ 
295, I. P. C., against those believed to have been responsible and it is 
now sub jutin'e. 

(b) ( i ) This is the allegation but the case is sub judice. 

(ii) to (iv) No. 

(c) and (d) Yes. 

(e) The submission of a charge sheet under sections T47/295, 
I. P. C. 

(/) Does not arise. 

((f) Statements are laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (g) of starred question No. 549 . 



Place of occurrence. 

Remarks. 


1936. 


1 . 

Ullapara Kalibari Bazar, police-station 

Defiled deities. 


Ullapara. 


2. 

Shuri-Dhupotia, police-station Ullapara 

Ditto. 

3. 

Sonatala Hatkhola, police-station Ulla- 

Ditto. 


para. 


4. 

Kochiamora, police-station Pabna 

Ditto. 

5. 

Naduria, police-station Atghari^, 

Ditto. 


1937. 


1 . 

Babuldaha, police-station Ullapara 

Place of worship defiled. 

2. 

Nandalalpur, police-station Shahzadpur 

Ditto. 

3. 

Khamar, police-station Ullapara 

Deities were defiled. 



(The image was stolen.) 

4. 

Shohagpur, police-station Belkuchi 

Deities were defiled. 

5. 

Bomia, police-station Shahzadpur 

Ditto. 

6. 

Khamar, police-station Ullapara 

Naoda Salua, police-station Raiganj . . 

1 Ditto. 

7. 

Ditto. 

8 . 

Tarnai, police-station Belkuchi 

* Ditto. 


1938. 


1, 

Bharera, police-station Pabna 

Place of worship was defiled 


and the image was stolen. 

2. 

Raghunathpur-Ataikula, police-station 
Sauthia. t 

Deities were defiled. 

3. 

Shahpur, police-station Sadar 

Ditto. 

4. 

Satberia, police-station Ullapara 

Ditto. 
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hata. The structure is a tin 
chapra, with fencings on three 
sides and a bamboo chegar 
in front, in which the image 
of Kali was kept. 
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took shelter in the 
Kali ghar.' No dannwe 
was done to the images, 
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( QUESTIONS. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: 

mro 8^ ‘'no” Fractal toy mm T* htot w i W( ^wlw 

s^torc nto; ?rf w *1*0# wtt *ro ’tot fato mr C’TOt tawftcsn an 
sc? c?rc* tost c*nr?ton i , 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: This is absolutely 
incorrect. I have made careful enquiries in this matter. The investi- 
gations have been made by the Superintendent of Police who is a,Hindu 
gentleman and the statement made by the honourable member is 
absolutely incorrect. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: OTta w, 

«tr*nn twrar scr? FtssT fT^re vspy# f% cur? to to?? c? U<J© 

Ttoor ct cw a w mwvR cm m c? nrw? to# 5jtot* ^ hthT? 

CTOfTT fflto CHTTH CniX^f? HWl? TO*!# f* MTt? StRTC^R ^iaOR 
°n^RT C^CT?, ®TOC?t ^T^SFCTfW 'S'SGl *tWT 

&l^( fTO 6C&Ct 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I am afraid the 
honourable member's assumptions to my replies are absolutely 
incorrect. The incidents referred to in Putma and Serajganj are 
nothing new, and incidents of this kind have been common in Pabna 
and Serajganj for the last 20 years. District Magistrates who had 
served there 15 or 20 years ago had beard complaints of such incidents. 
As regards the reason, I would refer the honourable member to a com- 
munique which was published some time ago with reference to certain 
questions which were put to me either in this House or in the other 
place. As far as the recent incidents of 19d0 are concerned. I would 
say that the tension of feeling in Serajganj and Pabna is largely due 
or rather originated to a certain extent in a lightning tour conducted 
by the honourable member who has asked this question. He had 12 
meetings there in which he attacked the Government, criticised the 
Muslim League as having slave mentality and so on and so forth. As 
a direct result a counter-propaganda was carried on and this has led 
to the tension of feeling or had led to the feeling of bitterness, and I 
am glad to inform the House that as far as that tension of feeling is 
concerned, it has to a very large extent subsided and what is more, the 
amount of excitement which is supposed to be created from what appears 
in the papers does not exist in the locality? itself and most of these 
would not have been heard but for the fact that >here are some people 
who malje it a point to send “these incidents to the papers to magnify 
them. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: mft 

TOTO fw HTO HTCTR C? RTqjPtfoR W**T<h stlTO 

bro to wnt urcc «cprt chhti, faiw: torawa hwci ato str 

at w?n ctoke? 



1939.1 QUESTIONS. 1T7 

Thr % Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I do not think it is 
entirely correct. He has been making speeches at first as a Krishnk 
Proja worker and now as a Muslim Ijea^ie worker. 


Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: rol 

*nrra fa SOTO ^ *V5 ftood- relief 4? TO relief a* 

Co N Ur^FT artCTO C* relief work 5RT fcfa t^Tf 

OTTlffTO CH TOFF* WR *T FFTt? STFt STFJ qj* FTO SET* 

WCTOH? 

* 

• • 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not aware <>t it. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: *ra1 

wn fa fafar* c* siimji srswr* - ! caar* *kUt* to- 

fafaro aro rcirafvcsu , a^ *t?r nfo** e ftfa s r re 

nrtnt*T STFF <TT5TT5T CWfltfW*? 


Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 


Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state with reference to the incidents catalogued 
in his answer # how many of these incidents had taken place before the 
tour of the honourable member of this House and how many after his 
tourP 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The tour of the 
honourable member started from the last week of December, 19*l8 t and 
lasted till the first week of January,, 1939. I would refer the 
honourable member to my replies in the statement with reference to 
the dates of the occurrences mentioned there. 


Mr. NIHARENDU # DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether the District Magistrates posted in 
the district during that period took any steps whatsoever or thought 
it necessary to take any steps whatsoever either against the on curable 
member here or against the person who has been mentioned by the 
honourable member as creating communal bitterness in the district. 


Th«J*on’b»« Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I don’t think that the 
speeches of the honourable member came within the p’yrie^ of the law. 
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Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MA2UM0AR: Perfectly le&l and 
legitimate. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZI MU ODIN: Certainly, but the result 
of these speeches was to excite communal bitterness. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will, the 'rfm’ble 
Minister be gleaned to state — if his answer means that the District 
Magistrates concerned were incompetent to maintain communal amity 
and peace in the district? 

c 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. . 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CH08E: In view of the state of things in 
Palma which has been in existence for the last 20 years, will the 
Uon’ble Minister he pleased to state how is it consistent when he imputes 
the allegations to an honourable member here who has not been in the 
field for more than 8 years and who was in prison? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am awfully sorry that 
the honourable member either has misunderstood me or has not been 
able to follow what has been the purport of the question. There are 
two things lying behind this question. One is the defilement ot images 
and deities and the other is communal tension in the subdivision. 
While the question of the defilement ot images and deities is nothing 
new U) the subdivision or the district and has been a subject-matter 
of controversy and occurrences of that, kind have been common in that 
district for the last 20 years, t lie communal tension is of quite a recent 
origin. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: urals TOt 

srcro shttri reTretoR re fro forero *nrei retire 

a srsqir rcrt to sm $tft sttfo tror c wm re w fanfaara re 

srt a£r fa srer 

re r 

, 

Mr. BREAKERS That question does not arise. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: *rfa re rere 

&Ttfa re tsrera re ifsr nMt** uro ^ui»i *renR ret ur^wr 

vfw wq&s remret m fas? ww wffi wti fa re* 

retire •crareuir a? u 
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The tyMt’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: An attack ou the Muslim 

League as having a slave mentality is bound to be resented by the 
Muslim community. 

Mr# 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE! Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if there was any word in the speech of the honourable 
member for that constituency,* Babu Narendra Narayun Chakrabarty, 
which^ecAild b^ construed as anything said against the religious faith 
of any community?* 

• The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Neither the speaker on 
this side nor the speakef oy the other side attacked the religious faith, 
but it is the political controversies which are now being taken up by 
the partisans of one side or the other. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state if there was nothing in the speeches of 
Babu Narendra Narayan Chakrabarty to excite religious hatred, then 
is it the policy of the Government which is responsible for these 
incidents? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at question does not arise. 

Sj. NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Is the Hon 'hip Minister 
aware that Dhflnnantharita Turku Bhageesh was expelled from the 
Serajganj subdivision some four years back under section 144, Criminal 
Procedure Code, by the Subdi visional Officer, Keiajganj, for preaching 
hatred against the Hindu religion? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am not aware of it. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will* the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state whether the Muslim League is a political organization 
or a religious organization? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sjr NAZIMUDDIN: A polit ieat organization. 


Defilement of Kali Mandap of Baniaputty in Serajganj.* 

*549 A. Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY: (a) 

Has the attention of the Hon’ble Ministry in charge of the Home 
Department been drawn to the fact that the Kali Mandap of Bania* 
putty in jSerajganj town has been defiled on or about the 2nd of June 
last by the placing of fresh cow bynes? 
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(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that this is one of ^ number of continuous incideSts in the 
subdivision of Serajganj ; and • 

(it) that there exists a feeling amongst the Hindus in general that 
their religious sentiments are being wounded? 

(r) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative* will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(?) whether Government have taken any steps in the matter; artd 

(u) what do the Government propose t6 do to prevent a recurrence 
of such incidents? * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) It was reported 
at the t liana at 11 a.m. on the 3rd of June last that the jaw bone of a 
cow was found lying on the open verandah of the Kali temple and the 
head of a cow was found lying on the ground below the verandah. 

(6) (i) There have been several incidents in April and May, 1939, 
but this incident cannot be said to be in continuation of them. 

(/?) Some feeling of this kind appears to exist in the minds of the 
Hindus of the neighbourhood in which such incidents took place. 

(r) (?) Thorough investigation under proper supervision has been 
made in each case, and steps have been taken to guard against the 
recurrence of such incidents. . 

(//) Necessary steps are being taken to maintain communal amity, 
to preserve law and order and to punish offenders. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what are the steps which are being taken to maintain 
communal amity ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The District Magistrate 
lias approached the leading men of both the communities and impressed 
upon them the necessity of 'delivering speeches and issuing pamphlets 
to bring about communal amity. 


Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Have any pamphlets been issued. 


Th* Hon'bf. Khw.j. 8ir NAZIMUpDIN: Yes. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid«on the table) 

Sub-letting of spare rooms of Government Commercial Institute 
Buildings to outsiders. 

26 f. *Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BISWAS: { a) Will the llou'ble 

Minister in chaise of the Education l)ej>artnn*nt Ik* plen.#d to state — 
• (i) how many rooms are theie in tlu* Government ('ommereial 

Institute; and # 

(it) how many of them aie urtualh required foi the institution 
purpose ? 

( b ) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that some (> or 7 rooms id the 
said building on the ground floor have been sublet by tl»e Head (.Jerk 
and the durwans to outsider? 

(c) If so, was the amount ol tent deposited into the Government 
Treasury ? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (th* 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): un (n Nineteen. 

{ ii ) All. 

(6) No room on the ground floor is oi has o\or been sub-let to any 
outsider. 

( c ) Does not arise. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: With reference to answer 
(a)(i) , will the Hon 'Me Minister he pleased to state if this number 
includes the rooms in the outhouses? 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 


Adjournment Motion. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Sir, I have gifen notice 

of a motion t Jiat the business of the Assembly do adjourn for the pur- 
pose of discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance, 
namely, the hunfrer-strike by a larpe number of convicted political 
prisoners in the Dum Dum and Alipore Central Jails occasioned by 
the ftulure of the Government to expedite and effect the release of stick 
prisoners. 
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Mr. 8PEAKER: This adjournment motion has been tabled by Rai 
Har^ndra Nath Chaudhuri and has not been disallowed by me under 
the rules. The motion is to f raise a discussion on a d^inite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, the hunger-strike by a large 
number of convicted political prisoners in the Dum Dum and Alipore 
Central Jails occasioned by the failure of the Government to expedite 
and effect the release of such prisoners. 9 , 

I hold the motion to be in order and ask whether there is any*bbjec- 
tion to t lie lepve of the Assembly being given to it. 


Mr. 8. A. 8ALIM : Sir, I obje cl to t he Jeave being granted. 

< 

Mr. 8PEAKER: As objection has been raised, I would ask those 
members who support the motion to rise in their places. 

(Pause.) 

As more than fifty members have signified their assent, I fix 6 p.m. 
thiw afternoon for taking up the adjournment motion. 


Message from the Bengal Legislative Council. 

The Secretary then read the following message received from the 
Bengal legislative Council: The Council at its meeting held on tbe 
28th June took into consideration and agreed to the further amend- 
ments made to the Bengal Tanks Improvement Bill, 1939, by the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly on tbe 21st of April, 1939. 


A 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Agricultural Produce Markets Bill, 1939. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir^I beg to introduce 
a Bill to provide for the registration and regulation of markets for 
agricultural produce in Bengal. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill. ) 


The Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I beg alpo to move 
that tbe iiaid Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting 'opinion 
thereon by«the 31 st of October, 1939. f 
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Si. tfARENDRA NAT|| DAS GUPTA: Sir, I beg to more that 
in the motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan for the figure and 
words *^31st <ff October” the figure anj word “20th November” be 
substituted. • 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Sir, I beg to move that in the motion 
of th^ Hon’ble Mr. Tamizud&n Khan for the figure and words “31st 
of October” the figure and word “15th October” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, I woflld like to say 

that both the motions seem to be unnecessary. So far as Sj. Narendra 
Nath Das Gupta’s mofioi^ is concerned, that will put the Government 
in a difficult position, because the intention of the Government is that 
the Bill will be referred to a Select Committee and passed, if possible, 
at the next session of the Assembly. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH SEN: When doer, the next session take 
place ? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The next session will 
probably take place in November next, but Government have not yet 
come to a decision on the point. Therefore, if the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st of October, we 
can get the Bill passed at the next session. 1 also think, Sir, that the 
amendment ofr Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz is unnecessary, for 15 days’ 
difference will not give any particular advantage to the mover. So, 

I oppose both the motions. 

At this stage the motions of both Vj. Narendra Nath Das Gupta and 
Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz were wit drawn by leave of the House. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 31st of 
October, 1939, was then pu*t and agreed tg. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I would now like to adjourn the House till 6 p.m. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, before you adjourn the House, 
may I know the fate of %iy special motion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It will be taken up with the Privilege Bill. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In that case there will be a notice 
required. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In any case I woul3 request the members of the* 
Buies Committee to meet me in my chamber. 

The House was then adjourned till 6 p.m. 
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After adjoummeih. 

Adjocmment Motion. ( 

On Hunger 8trike by Political Prisoners in Dum Dum and Alipore 
Central Jails. 

4T 

* ' * 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg 
to move that the business of the House do adjourn for the purpose of 
discussing a definite matter of urgent public importance and of recent 
occurrence, namely, the hunger-strike by tlife .convicted political 
prisoners in the Dum Dum and Alipore Central Jails occasioned by the 
failure of I he Government to expedite and eff ect their release. 

Sir, it is with a profound sense of regret that 1 rise to move this 
motion. 1 share the public regret, 1 lie regret of the man in the street, 
that such a situation should arise 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: On a point of order, Sir. Is it not 
necessary that the Hon’ble the Home Minister should be here now to 
listen to the debate? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : He is there. (Laughter. ) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, as 1 was telling you, 

I share the public regret, the regret of the man in the street, that such 
a situation should come about after the announcement of the Govern- 
ment policy of release or “reasoned clemency ”, whatever it may be, 
nearly two years before. 

Sir, the other day when the Hon’ble Sir Nazimuddin announced that 
there was a hunger-strike by the political prisoners in the Dum Dum Jail, 
we expected that he would at least in his statement make out a case why 
Government could not release the large number of prisoners that were 
still rotting in jail even two years after the announcement of the 
Government policy of release. But, Sir, Sir Nazimuddin did not con- 
fine himself to that issue. He rather expatiated on matters which were 
altogther irrelevant to the issue of the present hunger-strike. Again, 
his statement is open to the serious objection that presents the ques- 
tion of release from a false perspective, as I should say. The question 
of release, all of us are aware, is a question coeval with the introduc- 
tion of the present Reforms. People thought that there would be a 
wholesale release of political prisoners on the inauguration of the new 
Reforms, us there was a general amnesty in 1920 on the introduction of 
the Montague-Chelmsford Reforms. But, Sir, that did not hpppen, and 
because that did not happen, therefore all the political parties in this 
country cotftesteJi the general election { of 1936 making a prominent 
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mention the release of political prisoners as one of the chief item* 
in their election manifestos. The Congress Party no doubt gave it a 
very prominent ^lace. So did some of % other parties such as the 
Krishak Proja Party. The Coalition Party or the Muslim League, as 
I should say, also demanded the release of the political prisoners though 
in a qualified form. Therefore, Sir, it may very well be said that in 
coming^ to work the present Refrfrnis it was agreed by all political parties 
in this ^olln try that there should be release of political prisoners. And 
1 am sure, Sir, I am*not misinterpreting the policy and programme of 
parties other than the Congress Party, at any rate of tHG party the 

Coalition Party — now in power. 

• • 

Sir, speaking before thi* House on the fMh August, 1937, our Chief 
Minister said: # ‘It is true, Sir. that the election manifesto of the 
Proja Party contained a clause about the release of political prisoners, 
a policy to which I still adhere, a policy which has been accepted by our 
Government." Proceeding be said: “In the manifesto of the Coali- 
tion Party there was a clear declaration that the release of political 
prisoners' must be effected consistent with public safety." Then he 
further proceeded to say: “There was the phrase ‘consistent with 
public safety. 1 I vs ant to tell this House that there is nothing wrong 
in that reservation.** Further on he said: “We are prepared not 
merely to give effect to a policy of release, but "e can declare most 
solemnly t|jat we are prepared to interpret the expression 'consistent 
with public Mfety’ as generously and as liberally as possible. After 
all, we are not out of sympathy with our own countrymen. 

That was an announcement not unlike one from the ( (ingress 
Benches, but made by the Chief Minister— l>v the leader of the 
Coalition Party — the Government Party. Now. Sir, what did the 
Government do to implement that large promise the policy and 
programme of their own party? They did. Sir. precious little so far ae 
the long-term prisoners were concerned. When most of these prisoners 
went on hunger-strike in the Andamans jdst two years ago, there was 
a great agitation all over the country. On the intercession of Mahatma 
Gandhi and men like Dr. Kabindra Natl. Tagore, these prisoners were 
repatriated. They undertook the hunger-stuke putting forward the 
question of their immediate and unconditional release as one of the 
main issues. The Government knew that. Yet, Sir, Government did 
not move in this maTter. It was only after Mahatma Gandhi came here 
early in 19-38 that the question received some attention. Jtill after 
knocking from door to door and from place to place, begging 
mercy for thfese unfortunate prisoners even Muhatmaji did not 
fully succeed in inducing the Government to agree to imme- 
diate and unconditional release of these prisoners, lie went 

away to return in the autumn of 1938 and then, Sir, some 

agreement was reached, though Mahatma Gandhi and\Sir Mazimuddin 
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could not see eye to eye on all the questions involved in thft problem 

of release. However, Government at that time issued a statement a 

communique — stating its own policy. There also, Sir, Government said 
that although they were not in favour of immediate and indiscriminate 
remission of the sentences of all these prisoners, still they were in 
favour of the exercise of what was stated to be “reasoned clemency” 
based on careful scrutiny of individual cases. This was the announced 
Government policy but Mahatma Gandhi so understood Vhe Government 
position as to assure the prisoners that he believecf that they would not 
have to remain in jail after the 13th of April, 1939. What are we 
now to think of the Government that did not think of contradicting 
Mahatma Gandhi at the time? Tan they vow be suffered to say that 
Mahatmaji did not understand the Government view? If Sir, the 
Government then accepipd the policy of release as understood by 
Mahatmaji, certainly they cannot say now that they did not set a time- 
limit and thus attempt to escape. It was a definite policy of release 
that the Government accepted — a policy of release. Sir, not again in 
the case of short-term prisoners, nor again in the case of prisoners not 
guilty of violent crimes, but a policy of release in the case of prisoners 
convicted of most serious and violent crimes as well — release irrespective 
of the nature of offences committed. Government, Sir, formulated this 
policy so far as the communique of 25th September, J 938, goes, thus: 
“Government intend (1) to release forthwith terrorist convicts suffering 
from serious and continued illness, (2) to release as soon as possible 
those convicts who have not been convicted of offences involving the 
actual commission of murder and serious violence and have a compara- 
tively short period of their sentences not in excess of 18 months still 
to serve,” then (3) — and this is fnost important — ‘‘to place the cases of 
the remaining convicts before an Advisory Committee which will 
examine them on the imfividunl merits and make such recommendations 
in each case to Government as it thinks fit. The decision as to the 
orders to be passed in each cuse after consideration of the recommen- 
dation of te Advisory Committee will rest with Government.” Now, 
Sir, who were these “remaining convicts”? “Of their number, no less 
tan 167,” the Government communique stated, “have been convicted of 
offences in which murder or serious violence was committed, or robbery 
and dacoity.” Therefore, Government caniyot now rest contented 
by simply reviling the unreleased political prisoners as so many 
murderers and cut-throats and implying that they do not deserve release. 
Government was committed to a policy of release of such prisoners irres- 
pective of the nature of their crimes. Government have taken about 
a year to consider their cases and they cannot now say that they should 
not be released forthwith. The public have a right to know why these 
prisoners who have served much of their sentences imposed in most 
cases by special tribunals, who have paid much of the penalties imposed 
on them by* law«%nd ordinances — must continue to rot in the jails even 
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after thhir declaration of abjuration of violence to the whole world 
through no less a person than Mahatma (iandhi. Why should Govern- 
ment make it i# point that they must serv|* out their sentences in full? 
The purpose of penal law in all civilised countries is to reclaim and 
reform criminals. It is no longer retributive. That purpose, Sir, has 
gone out of fashion altogether with the development of the moral sense 
of m^ikind. In no civilised ctftmtry Government now compel the long- 
term prisoners «to serve out their full sentences. They rather propound 
schemes by which prisoners can earn liberal remissions and get their 
freedom much earlier than the expiry of the terms impofed by courts. 
I*think, every honourable member is aware that even here ordinary 
life convicts have not tA staffer imprisonment and remain in jail for full 
20 years, but tljat they can recover their freedom, by earning remissions 
under the .Tail (’ode, even in 10 or 12 \ears. The political prisoners 
that have gone on hunger-strike have remained in jail for 7 or 8 years 
if not more. So what point can there he not to exercise clemency in 
their cases if the policy of Government be one of released Not only 
that; I would say, Government 1>\ following a policy of release by 
small batches and imposing unacceptable conditions have driven these 
prisoners to despair and goaded them to launch a hunger-strike. Sir, 
you will see from the Government statement that during the last year 
Government coujd see their way only to release (iO per cent, of the 
prisoners, mostly short-term prisoners, while 40 per cent, of the 
prisoners, the long-term prisoners in particular, still remain in jail. 
In the circumstances, what can we expect? (’an we expect them to 
hold their souls in patience any more for the exercise of unduly pro- 
tracted clemency on the part of Government? Surely, Government 
should take all these factors into consideration and consider that their 
release is overdue. 

Sir, I am not going to answer that part of the Hon’ble Sir 
Nazimuddin’s statement which is a criticism of the Congress represen- 
tatives on the Advisory Committee. 1 un^ sure our Leader will answer 
that point. But, I will again appeal to Sir Nazimuddin not to take 
it as a party motion and remind him again that his party is us much 
committed to the policy of release as the Congress Party, is, of course, 
if the statement of his Chief can be relied upon. 

• 

Mr. M. SHAM8JJDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have met 
here this afternoon under the shadow pf a dire calamity. We have 
received information that 84 persons in the Dum I)um Jail and the 
Alipore Central Jail have resorted to hunger-strike in order to secure 
their release. ‘The whole oountry knows the correspondence that passed 
between Mahatma Gandhi and the Ministers. A conference was held 
here in Calcutta between the Ministers as representatives of Govern- r 
ment and Mahatma Gandhi and thereafter release followed. Sir, we 
all know that at the time of fhe last election each ^arty* formulated 
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certain programmes. The Congress Party formulated a programme, 
the Krisak Proja Party and other parties also formulated their 
programmes. This release <j£' political prisoners was Otoe of 'the most 
important items in the programme of the Congress Party. It was also 
one of the items in the programme of the Krisak Proja Samity. 

Sir, I do not exactly remember whether the League had the release 
of political prisoners in its election manifesto. I believe there tfias an 
item, but when the Coalition Party was formed, one of fhe item^in its 
programme ^as put in as the release of political prisoners consistent 
with public safety. We all know’ that a large number of prisoners has 
been released. Releases by dozes and driblets,. I do not thi»k, have 
been wise on the part of the Government. «• T remember one occasion 
when we met at a party meeting with Mr. Fazlul Huq as our leader. 
There I made a speech 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Order. order I hope you will not kindly make 
any reference to any proceedings of the parts meeting. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: 1 am not referring to that 
particularly in that fashion, but 1 would say that w T e appealed to the 
lion hie Mr. hazlul Hu<|, and I think jH)ssibh the Home Minister also 
had been there. (A voick : Where?) I hope my friends will hold 
their patience for a wdiile. (Laughter.) It is not a trifling matter; 
it is not a matter to be laughed at ; it is not a party question. You do 
not, realise that the men whom we are talking of are not thieves, are 
not robbers, are not dacoits. They were struggling to secure the 
freedom of the country, mas be ici a quite different fashion. We have 
also tried to secure the freedom of the country. I was one of those 
who went to jail. For what ? Not tor picking the pockets of some 
members of the Coalition Party, not for doing .something else, not for 
stealing someone’s goods, but because wt wanted that our brethren 
should breathe free air as th« people of other countries do. Well, Sir, 
we may differ from the prisoners who are rotting in the Hum I)um and 
Alipore Central Jails. Methods may he different. They might have 
resorted to violent methods while we resorted to non-violent methods. 
The ideal was all the same. We flouted the authority of the Govern- 
ment and we courted arrest. For what? Fof securing for our country 
a place in the comity of nations which are freedom-loving like the 
British and the German who breathe free air. (Laughter.) Please do 
not laugh? My European friends may laugh. (Shame, shame.) 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Order, order. Will you kindly address the Chair? 

« 

Mr, M, 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I am addressing through yon 
my European friends. 
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Mr. •.TIILSI CHANDffA COSWAMI: On a point of order, Sir. 
The honourable members are entitled to address the House through 
you, and I thi^k it would be a great breach of parliamentary privilege 
if they were debarred •from addressing tlie House. 

Mr. M. SHAM8UDDIN AHMED: M> friends are laughing, but 
do they not know that when •they were dominated by the French and 
Anglo-Saxons^ they used to be kicked in the streets of london? They 
have ^forgotten that history. They ought to know that we in this 
country also feel the pinch of slavery and that is why wc are fighting 
fyr the freedom of our country. Are we to forget the men who did not 
care a farthing for Jheir lives to secure the freedom of their <xmntry? 
To* risk one’s life is not matter of joke, not a matter to he laughed 
at or to be titled with. My friends are laughing but to-morrow it 
might happen that Hitler’s threat would stop their laughing altogether. 
That time may not be very distant. Win rearming is going on in 
England? Because England wants to retain her freedom and others 
may not conquer her. If we in this count rt try to secure the freedom 
of our country, we become culprits 1 cannot understand it. I am 
really sorry; I am really ashamed that my friends of the Coalition Party 
are laughing. They may not agree with the violent (course of action 
which the prisoners of the Ahpore Central Tail adopted, hut all the same 
they fought for the freedom of the country ( A muck: They are 
murderers.) My friends, Mr. Speaker, must realise tlfut they would 
not have been here hut for the thousand young men who had shed their 
blood, hut for the millions who had courted jails. Licking the boots 
won’t do. Millions of people have been enfranchised, hut this 
enfranchisement would not have been jvossible by courting, h\ oiling or 
by such other means. It lias been snatched from unwilling hands hv 
our brothers, and they have brought this provincial autonomy all over 
India. Therefore, Sir, what I was going to sa\ even to-day to the 
Chief Minister and to the Home Minister who is sitting tight there L 
this that although they have spent ‘Jl veals of the valuable time, thev 
have not been able to create a good atmospheie in this piovime in spite 
of the tact that opportunities weie offeicd to them. If they think that 
the police and the other forces at then command will not he sufficient 
to cope with the violent activities of these K(i prisoners if they are 
released to-day, I ask tl**m in all seriousness to visualise the atmosphere 
that would have been created if all the prisoners who are rotting inside 
the prison bars were brought together ^n a particular place in the Dum 
Dum or Alipore Central Jail and the Chief Minister had g*me to their 
place and tojd them: “(Jo to your respective homes and live your lives 
like good citizens/* That opportunity may have been lost for the time 
being. Even to-day I would appeal to government, I would appeal to 
the Hon’ble Mr. Fazlul Huq that this opportunity might be caught 
hold of. Well, Sir. if these prisoners, when they go out, take recourse 
to other courses of life, they pan be clapped into priAns again in a few' 
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months' time. If the Ministry with all their paraphernalia of the police 
and everythin# else cannot cope with the situation, they ought to go 
out and make room for others who can cope with the po&ition. I 
therefore very respectfully ask the Ministry to •consider very seriously 
as to what is the difficulty in releasing these prisoners. If you have 
been able to release so many prisoners within a very short time, why 
do you take time now. What is the me of taking a bad name? If 
you want to examine the papers, it is a very simple thing'. Put all the 
papers before certain Judges and tell them to finish these things in a 
few' days' time. Do not say that can be done in batches, driblets, and 
so on. Neither does it bring good name nor does it bring any credit 
to the administration. 1 would appeal once irio^e to Govenfment to 
save the lives of these young men, so tha\ further serious situation 
might not be created. It would be prudent if Sir Nazifnuddin and the 
Chief Minister and other Hon’ble Ministers would sit together and con- 
sider very seriously as to what they should do. They should not take 
it as a threat. People do not risk their lives to hold out a threat. I 
know something of prison life. The prisoners have been suffering for 
years together. They thought that with the advent of Provincial 
Autonomy, with the inauguration of new atmosphere, possibly their 
cases would receive sympathetic consideration in the hands of their 
brethren. 

Therefore, Sir, in all seriousness 1 would appeal to the Government 
Benches even now to consider whether they ran release all these prisoners 
who have resorted to hunger-strike. I would tell them again that risk- 
ing life as a matter of threat is not a matter of joke. Therefore, let 
them consider seriously; let them find out whether they can release all 
the prisoners in a few days’ time *o that the lives of those men may be 
saved and Bengal may get a very good atmosphere for the future pood 
administration of this province. 


BabU PRATUL CHANDRA GANGULY: Mr Speaker. Sir, *rcr 
OTO 4*R 0 TO hunger-strike CTO? fOT fZtt WT ?P 

Tw&"*c — serf? tyTror to^. $*t?t sfa ir, $c? f?*3R^i 

TO* dfc TO? fwOtM murderer TO JXKm I TO? TO?? 

GfCspRT? 4$ TO? ordinary criminal R? TO*T TTOftS TO*T 

$*HT CTO?Cf? 1 SfTf? 4*frT TO *f^C? M* 4?^ CTOSf? 

— TOTOTOtT fa ?TOR? fafas fa criminal ffC^R? SflCR 

TOTOTOTT? p? 2ffa TOT SR*fC?? SRT ^ TOS TO TOTT? 

TOpTOS fallfTO 1 Pfc TOTTOWT violence CTO^ftTOt? ?T non- 
violence TOffTOt? TOTWTT 4WPT 5WC? ?TOT 3T TOH? 

cott ?r serfan^t oro tot, ?? to ?t tot 4?* 

TO? TO?? 5*T¥T condemn CTOTOH B(?*K fa, TOTO 

fa fro?, — «ti? ^ fa. totot i? firsre? fat? tops fro? 

?T? C*T? TOJ? Stp? fafiJ 1 ? fafa?T? *W‘\s;n* v JTOTO ?? ?Tt t 4?t 
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CYltYfiOT *pt “ murderer 4 y TOR TOT TOCTOK C YT YC Y l TOT fanj OTfrll c*fr 
• murderer dY TOR CYTTO CYTCYCY i BR* BITfTO&Ya ItCfiCYI 

fai^ ot% f ychto ctocItot fRj w ftcY$ c* toy cy TOfa tot br* 

$tf?TO&TO¥ condemft TO? TOTY TOtB'^Kn sr* RlfmSOT cm' 

condemn ITOflR TO! (Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar : c* TOOT YTt ) 
otto frosiY toyrcy* hjbh fafaY yy, aUT amcY asffcr peculiar 

phenomenon . YY, OTTO fSCSTY n t fa<1< OT SOOTS CTOCfti: I TO BNITO* 

«TOTrom y^to *Aro fa*R* « Stoy to to cytcycy i amroa torcy** 

YTOT TOd non-violence a* *TOST TOfatYST TOSTTCY BITO *ST YTY fa TO 
aY % experiment CRYCYY l 

• » » 

YYYY CTO TO TOOTHS CTO$T*l CTO TOTYT TO hunger-strikV CTOS 
CTOW CYTCTOYY, tfTST TOTY 5R T 5T?Tt CRYCIY? TOYTCHY* BYT, OTTO TOTOPfil 
byt ast awro otot H^ff < byti ast ercfY cyi*tts mfY — ot^( ctrorw 

TOTY S*tSC5Y TO MWTO8WY YfaOT CTO TOTCTO BfYYl* TOOTCYYT inspira- 

tion TOSY CTOW l (A MEMBER FROM THE COALITION PARTY : 
tOTSY TO, OTYY TO) Yi;pR fro? TO TOTS murderer TO YCICY, — 

TOTTO flSY TOCT TOST aYY slave mentality SCYCf CY $CY if TOT 

m w Ytcss ctot toy. toys n^rt to byt *ttocy*Y cots cto, tot 

YTfa TOOOT COTY \T«* Sent TOWf CRYCfY, TOTS CYTTOIY murderer 
( Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar : aTOY TO TOR CYTCTOIY) 1 

TOTY toTbyJot TOR, CSfifiYfc, rtfiK fSOTTTO aTO convicted prisoners 
TOFTOt a* TOR*<a^Y R^TTY COT Government as policy 6 YlfCY 
TOOT CTOYCYY TORTS! Sfa a*Y OTYTCY TOST*d CSfliW TO fSOTIYCH* 

Y^S CYQYTY ns COT CTO fai; COTOT TO CTOS TOP, 5TOT convicted 

prisoner CYY CTO? fOT$ fa COTS *CTOOT TO? TOTS TOTS 

CvSjTBTHcS C3T TOYCY SCSCY — STY OTT TOST C$T fal^ Yffi R Sit 1 TOTY 
YltBY^TOY TOR CSTCTOR — State prisoners arc* the leaders. 
Yfa mt R — «(TfY fYCB SRSTS state prisoner flTO, Sf^T TOTW CTO? 
CKSST TO mOT’ TOY TOTOSS TO5# TOTTR TOT follower 

mcR cron ®nt^c^ sr*csrs fa Scott arrives mes? toy as erren 

aRTY a^: nR fa^<1CHY communal riot a TOT ^*1 8Yn TOY — TOR TOR 
a* C3*dY CYOT Scry CTOCYCRI communal riot a TOT part CR Cnt 
R fanatics TO ^ CSfaTOR 3C5H CYTTOTO Rm ntTT5 YOTWj COT 
CYTCY fafa YlfYCY COTCRI TOTY TOR OTt TOY R n^<CY*(i COT $nfa$ TOtffan 
fa 3f^ TORHY COTY CTO, TO CY^ TORTS TOOT f«C CS*$^Y CaT*$TO S$faS OT? 
( A member from the Congress : mcRt camro 0 TOfa faBTO ftY TOT 
Sfa TORY* OTTO- faYOTY TOT TOTYlY R. 7TOT fa OTY TOfaY^OT TOCR, TORlY 

sfot^t r;, oty fro aro Tro sty, a^fa Yrodnn snYrrar cot YtcssrcR tor fYrow 

C5TCY YFCYY, TO, ^ COTY TO CYTYCYY? (A MEMBER FROM THE COALITION PARTY: 
TONTO Y T t TOOT TOYYT C5TCY YTCYTl) aYCTO Rl tfaYTCY 4Y TO TOCfl COT- 
CaJYl CHY OTYTCYI OTfTCY f^lY R CY^mYT OT COT CIC? CBTCTO Yjy 1 TOTOOT 
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ntannwn to? wen totor n?? mi? mw cron to • nmr nrf? 
mrm wc?n srt maw c?mw mwn vtfw totot tot mwn to n^? fro, 
totor nren to? c$t wro *nnrtn&r ?s?n wmt a* w n*4to nr mf? 
*tcnwm «rc;swn nmt?, mwfn csTiSn cronn TOt? ; *wc«m ^fwnflwn a*ron 
hiT< 15 cnc? a* n'als — a* nrew to ?$to totot wrown? a nracsn wm totor 
?$fnw cron to?? ( Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar : ronr myr* nn ?*rh) 

wrn^nm ^c , ^(n ?m njw n^CM <H s *un i n*mr nnsiT ato?T?«rr j«?W?nn b*mi 
aTOn to? terrorism an WTCT* to toto <*HlCK< «TT*^? WC?wn, terrorism 

cto? c?m tojp- awe? m*, — C4R fnn tom nr i ant aw?^ Trowltnn fwn ann nj? 4 

C?$ tor m, TO TO*TT TfC?T W a?$? fnW?*tC? murder C?TW ITRWCt? 

*nr*to ?ni nrw i tot mf? nrsw afnirr?*? ?cn? ijjrwtf an ??ttjt ctott cr?r i errsr 
wmw ??-rowi?wn crone* , to? ??-to?wn ro^crto? ?y? $ afa? rom?wn 
ton tot n^F nTsmton n? nrf?cn cm^c* — hJ®* nr?^ to, to ton terrorism an 
cto ro* mti to to terrorism an to $c? t tot wto n*tn n*TO, nrwn 
nrsFT to $to, nrwn torn town ctomlto ww to fcto, mwn ?rt?tw totot 
tot? nrron? aero ton totptoI, w we? a* «raro n*$1s rrt nrsrr nfnrom 
nn, c? tot ton tot^i fn-ro nw* nwi to srtor? to^?n to? to 
nri totot tot to nm N wn. wro nln cmrron afc srtor crown , totor 
roro tot* w?nwfrn a^ro aMnfn wren aw wrrnni ann to to x w* tow i 

to wen to a?frr to cron ronrwn sutoi tor n*n; tot nro 
cto ant ton^ c?to cro hunger-strike cronwn, tor n^im ®rt to 
«rt ®1?r crocs H-I^in mt, «nf? clemency entf* nr. ®rc;sn ato? crotn nn 
tot nc^ ntan nunrmcn nw c?rcn ®rrmcr ant nuenr ntan ^rwr nnwn 
a^jsi tor nsn wr? nfn *o ntnn nmrron ?i5ico men. toc? nmr nrf? nro 
cro to toto cro nenw tot ronr n^ nnn crot nr? crocni s^?t 
crocs nn? As a matter of right tor K*lhfrCflf*. TOT fnCTOn nTST?*t 
nc?n, a^ wc*r crfnnwrt nc?n, srt cnrnrfswn mtS^n cai?n ccr *un cn c^S enm 
srwn ron tor afrr nc? to i m tor nni msmtown as a matter 

of right TOnr 5 Tttr i s rw c fw c ^ nfn a$ mtn Jcn^i ron toc? fnro tot? 
TO I Terrorism an WTO* to TOR TORTR nR CTOn m?T a a?§T CTOTCWT 
torn cHc*tn ^a-nrrwnroc? fnac? b i f *ts> roro &*ti, terrorism an wro* ton 
cn awn towtw to? nrm enre?. terrorism an to ae ator carom — enn 
?itor we? terrorism ron, anwT OTi^w i awn wro n^f cron to 1 
TOTOR RTtoTO ^RT, TOTOR *T^fn ^TT. TO TOR nWWW* RRtoR «RT* 

anr mjr* enunen i * 

to ror ror to totr to? cronw, at too? to? fatofrr cro 

wro n?j nr ww «^mR forto nni to amw n*mr rom nnew antonn ®rt 6 
Snnm tot tow* tor m*i *o nronn ntontown fron roro town 
toam tor to; roni toi to toto to? we? w?r nn, to to c?icn 
wren nrenri c? w ?? n$ a?t>r nuro ct toc? ?tot* c?rc? tor nri tow 
from nrntoro *^w an ^ Saato ?nR itot mti f?^ tow atoro nw^nr 
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•ofe'IWl ffISR, 5T$ *i^4T <3 2 P$R|jT 3*C?R I «(lTH RRtff 

*RT <3«CT 4?TO tF^T OTTO W *OT =CT*. SRI fp^T OTTO TO^TI This 
table will turn errer tot sTOro 1 ! stto j^totur ^t jr, tot ^ ^r ctoto. 
— nJgRlS tfTOlPT 3T Sfot. <3TOT« $T* I TO TOT ersnS T fTO , fr nt f yy tori 
5TO TOTJ Rfe TOR, TO TOT WTOHfl TOR tRJR TO, 

<3^ <3$ TOTTO TORS TOTT I TOT 3 TOT 2$% J CTO TO, TOT 

<3TOI^f <Uk*l"k <tT^5 TOR OTTO TO TOR <3^ warning Mtf R 8TOR §faTO 
(TRT fcTOT OTh TOfU n^TO STO TOR *R^R vtfm «\lf< $ufTO TOR W 
TO OTSTOt • 

* Ba|JU PREMHARI.BARMA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to support 
the adjournment motion iAo\ed by Kai Ilarendra Nath Choudhuri. 

(Cries of “ # to the microphone" from the Coalition Benches.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May 1 know, Sir, if the miscro- 
phone which was purchased at the highest price has been working 
properly? Would you kindly take note that this House is not satis- 
fied with it? 

Mr. SPEAKER! The microphone is perfectly m order; only there 
has been a mistake in switching on the particular microphone to he 
used. Olten times it happens that what I think to be the second is 
actually the fourth. So what I think to be necessary is that it should 
be placed in proper methodical order. 

Babu PREMHARI BARMA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the question of 
release oi political prisoners is a burrrtng question of the day, and there 
has been countrywide agitation over it. Government also gave assur- 
ances to release the political prisoners, but they have not been able to 
fulfil their promise. It is certainly strange that the present Govern- 
ment of Bengal having given an assurance to Mahatma Gandhi and the 
people that the Government would release the political prisoners 
gradually, have failed to keep iheir promise. Ibis is certainly dero- 
gatory to the prestige of a Government which cannot act up to their 
assurances. Sir, many of the Ministers who are at the helm of the 
Government promised at the time of their election to their constituen- 
cies that they would tafte steps to relase the political prisoners, but 
after their elect ioif they have totally forgotten their promises at the time 
of their electioneering campaign. As regards the Schedi^ed Caste# 
Ministers, they have also a duty to the political prisoners. Because 
they have come through the Joint electorate, they have a duty to the 
Scheduled Castes as well as to the other Hindu community in Bengal. 
The question of the release of political prisoners is not a question of any* 
benefit to* any particular community. It is a unanimous demand of 
the country that the political^ prisoners should be r^eaaqfi. I think, 
14 
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the public opinion of the Scheduled Castes isSiot less strong in demand- 
ing the release of political prisoners as the public opinion of any other 
community. And I venture to say without any fear d contradiction 
that the Scheduled Castes of Bengal also demand* the release of political 
prisoners. I also think that if the Hindu Ministers and the Scheduled 
Castes Ministers cannot exert their influence on the Cabinet but are 
only there as puppets, they ought to resign at once because they Repre- 
sent the Hindu community arid the unanimous demand #of that 
community is that the political prisoners should be 
released. If fney cannot do that, they ought to be ashamed of being 
in the Treasury Benches. The Muhammadan Ministers may think that 
they have been returned to the Assembly by the <vote of the 'Muham- 
madans, but the Muhammadan public opinion also is in favour of the 
release of political prisoners. That may not be a public demand on 
the part of the Muhammadans of Bengal, but it is a fact that no 
Muhammadan will say that the release of political prisoners is not neces- 
sary. The Coalition members may say so, but the Muslim public in the 
country also want that the political prisoners should be released. I 
think, Sir, that no amount of appeal to this Government or to the pre- 
sent Ministers will bear any fruit ho far as the release ot the political 
prisoners is concerned, because they are interested only in carrying on 
the day-to-day administration of the country — not in accordance with 
the wishes of the people of this province but in accordance with their 
own caprice — 1 would say not in accordance with the wishes of the 
people of the country which they claim to represent,, but with the 
wishes of their white masters. I think no amount of agitation in the 
country or no amount of public opinion will be able to bring the 
Hon’ble Ministers to their sense V>f duty of abiding by the w’ishes 
of the country until and unless they are dictated by their white masters 
to do so. This being the case, I think it is useless to make an appeal 
to these Hon’ble Minsters. I think the best course for the leaders of 
the country is to And out ways and means by which they can convince 
the Imperialist Government tfiat until and unless the Imperialist Gov- 
ernment changes its policy and releases the political prisoners, it will 
not he possible for them to carry on smoothly the administration of 
India. If the Imperialist Government finds that it is not possible for 
it to keep India satisfied without releasing the political prisoners, then 
it will certainly order the present Government of Bengal to relase the 
remaining political prisoners without the least possible delay. I sub- 
mit, Sir, yiat it is futile to appeal to the present Ministers to release 
the prisoners. 

With these few words, Sir, I support the adjournment motion that 
has been moved by Mr. Cha^dhuri. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, {be subject 
we are diseussijfe this evening is one pf those perennial ones which 
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give the* honourable memftfcrs opposite a chance of gassing their senti- 
ments and feelings which, so far as 1 am concerned, leave me cold. 

Sir, to tall^of ahim&ha paramo dkarma, and in the same breath to 
come out with 'the type of speeches withVhith we have been regaled 
to-day is a denial of the teachings of the sage whom we all respect and 
honour for the one great principle he has tried to teach us in this 
country. (Cries of “Oh! breaching a sermon” from Congress 
Benc&esJ Sii; I do hope that the theatricalities which we have wit- 
nessed to-day will i*)t be emulated if we sincerely desire to bring back 
these misguided boys once more into the fold • 

* Sir f i am not surprised why this motion is being pressed so 
vigorously. The simple Anson for it is that the rebel section of the 
Indian Natiomfl Cngress in this House wishes to re-establish itself 
and regain its lost dignity. It is going against the clear decision given 
by the Indian National Congress, and supported by Mr. Subhas 
Chandra Hose, ex-President of the Congress, and by Pandit Jawabarlal 
Nehru (Mr. Kikan Sankar Roy: Who gave you the right to speak on 
behalf of the Congress?) that hunger-strike was uot to be indulged in 
—that was and is the fiat . Non. Sir, to m> utter surpiise 1 find 
honourable members opposite making hunger-strike the cause of bring- 
ing forward this adjournment motion. The realities of the situation 
must be faced and they are that a drowning man catches at the straw. 
To make political capital out of the misery of these young men in the 
Dum Dum and Alipore Jails is something which I, as a member of any 
party in this House, would not lie a party to. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am sorry but 1* think this iH the best opportunity 
for me to adjourn the House for 15 minutes. 

(At this stage the House was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After adjournment .) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQC Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is not 
my intention to take rmyh time of the House as I ain told, there aie 
a number of speakers who wish to speak to the motion. I have on y 
one more point to'make, Sir, and that » in reference to the speeches 
of the character and substance, unprecedented even in the^istory of 
the party opposite delivered by the supporters of the adjournment 

motion. 

One would hare thought, Sir, that havfng regard to the hundred* of. 
people released, and having further regard to the spirit of friendhneaa . 
mi conciliation shown by the.Governraent of Bengal»;n % matter of 
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the release of detenus and political prisoners, even the most stony- 
hearted men would have been compelled to come out with a compli- 
ment acknowledging the generosity shown. Sir, Bengal ha» released 
political prisoners and ideteius to an extent that if alt the other pro- 
vinces of India were rolled into one and put on one side, we Bhall 
exceed them by hundreds. In such circumstances, to accuse this Gov- 
ernment of callousness and to abuse it Jor not showing sympathy even 
in real and genuine cases is *something which should not jiave been 
uttered by the honourable members opposite. W«e, Sir, of th£ Coali- 
tion Party ate prepared to take our stand at the bar of public opinion 
in this country and even outside. We have stood by the pledges # we 
made to our own people in this province and k> pur fellow-cotmtrymen 
in India, and we are prepared to accept the judgment of honest- 
minded people who do not make a political stunt of* the unfortunate 
state of affairs of the character under discussion which, as I have said, 
even the leaders of that great political organisation — the Congress — 
have condemned outright. 

Sir, many other points were raised during the debate. I shall not 
refer to them, but I want to appeal to honourable members opposite 
not to use political dap-trap or make political capital out of the un- 
happy situation that has arisen. Let them put their heads together 
with those of the Government and. in circumstances where even the 
High Command of the Congress orders a course ot action different 
from what the enthusiastic and ill-conceived minds behind this motion 
for adjournment have contemplated, let them calm doftn and consider 
the matter in an amicable, sympathetic and triendly spirit. 


Mr. C. MILLAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it lias appeared to me in the 
course of this debate that the Opposition partnership is perhaps less 
consistent than usual, because if I understood the honourable member 
for the East Bengal Urban Constituency aright, 1 understood him to 
say that he had never sericfusly thought that a campaign ot isolated 
murders would win the freedom of India or contribute materially in 
doing so; whereas, the honourable the leader ot the Krishak-Proja 
Opposition Party took an entirely different view and extolled these men 
as men wdio have been responsible for winning tlie Reforms. I find it 
difficult, Sir, to reconcile these two points of view. (A voice from the 
Congress Benches: You will always find it so!), ahd 1 must join issue 
again w’iih the honourable member for the East Bengal Urban Consti- 
tuency wlien he taxes the Government with keeping alive sympathy for 
the terrorist revolutionary movement by keeping these prisoners in 
jail. On the contrary, Sir, I believe that the very literal policy which 
has been adopted by Government and the immense care which has been 
given to this most difficult question commands the sympathy of the 
House and of public. 
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On ohe point we agree most cordially wit'll the point of view which 
has been put forward from the Opposition Benches, when Rai 
Harendra Natf Chaudhuri said that a f^se perspective waa east over 
this affair. It is not betraying any secret if T say that the Advisory 
Committee has approached this problem in a spirit of deep unxieh and 
anxious care. It is not, as was suggested, any simple or trifling 
mattar. It is, on the contrary! a matter in which serious principles are 
involvgd'and where every single case requires special consideration on 
its own merits. * # 

There is only one other matter in the speeches which have pine 
before* \fith which I # would like to deal, and that is Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmed’s reference to ours?lves and our German neighbours across the 
North Sea. It* is always irritating for a speaker when his rhetorical 
efforts are greeted with laughter and Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad has my 
very great sympathy in that respect. (Laughter.) Hut the position is 
this: these crimes which were committed are not in the category in 
which Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed has placed them. Had they been 
cases of thousands of men sheddimr their blood, as he said, we might 
have had that respect tor them which we have, tor instance, for the 
warriors of the North-West frontier. 

Hut, Sir, these eases are not like that. From the public record I 
have taken out brief references which describe these cases. They are 
of this nature: I quote one case oi daioitv where two mail peons and 
four porters wire injured. One of the peons was killed, and the judg- 
ment is in these words: “the piesent ruse is one in uhi< h the offenders 
were utterly merciless callous and indurated, and at the time of the 
commission of the dacoity cared nauglit for the sanctity of life. Help- 
less mail peons, ami coolies unable to defend themselves, were shot at 
deliberately and intentionally in a spit it of wanton destruction. The 
shooting too \va*» premeditated and contrived and formed part of a care- 
fully determined design. If there was filling to lie done, there was 
anxiety to do it.** Mr. Speaker, Sir, that is the kind of case with 
which "we are dealing. (Mr. Nihahkndc Dcita Mazvmiiau: Sir, is 

the honourable member reading out from the record of General l).\er s 
achievements?) I would quote another case of a raid on a house in a 
village in Mymensingh. •The ownei of the house was sick with small- 
pox. His brother .was tied up with a rope and the owner, suffering 
from small-pox, was beaten and kicked. His widowed sister was 
dragged by the hair till, in order to save her brother and h*nelf from 
further torment, she handed over the keys. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, these are not acts ofjwtriotiam : these are bestial 
and disgusting crimes. (Cries of “Shame! Shame” from the Coali- 
tion Benches.) These, Sir. are the cases which for months we in the 
Advisory Committee have betn approaching with lvery*desire for 
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mercy in our hearts ; but there comes a time when human conscience 
revolts against the exercise of clemency where clemency is not deserved. 

• t 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir, in the short time at my 
disposal, I do not propose to dwell at length on the various points 
arising out of the adjournment motion? But, Sir, I would mafce an 
immediate reference to the Remarks which have beep made by the 
speaker just preceding me. I think, it will be a rather delicate matter 
to go into tha details of the acts of violence which were done by such 
persons as those whose cases are now under consideration. Sir, if we 
are to consider the nature of the acts perpetrated by persons no\ In this 
country, but in all parts of the world, particularly by nations which 
claim to-day to have reached the highest pinnacle of civilization, I 
believe, much worse accounts of brutalities might be read out by every 
one of us in relation to happenings in Europe and in*other countries. 
When bombs are thrown by British aeroplanes even in the much-talked 
of North-West Frontier Province, you do damage and injure people 
and children as innocent as those w r hose cases have been read out by 
Mr. Curtis Millar to-day. What about the atrocities at MidnaporeP 
If, again, the acoounts of the atrocities in the Punjab committed by 
General Dyer, who, I believe, comes from the same Britieh Isles which 
send us this galaxy of members to this House, are read out from the 
published reports in the same way as Mr. Millar has done, every right- 
thinking man will hang down his head in shame and utter humiliation. 
They stand far more condemned as they were based on the pernicious 
doctrine of might is right. But, Sir, we are not going into that 
aspect of the matter here to-day. *Sir, I would not either refer in detail 
to the strange performance of Mr. Ahdur Rahman Siddiqi who, I 
believe, is the ghost of the gentleman who is supposed to have repre- 
sented the Indian Muslim community in the deputation on the Palestine 
controversy. "Whom was he defending there — Mr. Abdur Rahman 
Siddiqi — when he went to England — persons who are following the 
tenets of Mahatma Gandhi and walking in the path of non-violence 
or persons who are openly attacking others and committing acts of 
violence and terrorism on Jews? Sir, I would leave Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi alone and ask him to indulge as much as he can in 
his attacks on the Indian National Congress and Mr. Subhas Bose, who 
I can assure Mr. Siddiqi will survive bis attacks. * 

Sir, lej us now come back to the adjournment motion which we are 
discussing to-day. We do meet here to-day under the. shadow of a 
great impending peril. The question of release of political prisoners 
has agitated the minds of Indians not in Bengal alone but in all parts 
'of this vast country. The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddjn and the 
Government of Bengal may well congratulate themselves on the step 
which thejt tootf in releasing 3,000 detenus during the last two yean 
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of theij administration. *What is the position with regard to the 
detenus P It has been urged on public platforms and in the press, inside 
this Chamber #nd outside it, that these detenus included hundreds and 
thousands of young men who were kept Ifchind the prison bars without 
being given the opportunity of an open trial by a Judge and Jury. 
!Now, Sir, if the fact is that many of them were detained without any 
sufficient cause and established proof, then when Sir Khwaja Nazim- 
uddin r^JeasCiJ them lie does a bare and belated act of justice and not 
an act of charity er clemency. On the other hand, if Sir Khwaja 
Nazimuddin took upon himself the responsibility of relegsing the 0,000 
men knowing that they included persons who had been directly or 
indirecfly involved ^in* various acts of violence and terrorism against 
the Government if he did "that on the ground principally that they had 
forsaken the path of violence, then he laid down the policy which he 
is bound to follow in respect of the other prisoners as well. With 
regard to the convicted political prisoners, it is no use going into the 
pgst history of those incidents, but the fact remains that the present 
Government of Bengal did accept the policy of releasing them and have 
indeed released many, provided the Government was satisfied that such 
release was consistent with public safety. Now, Sir what is meant by 
this phrase ‘‘that the release must be consistent with public safety” ? Let 
us stop here for a moment and analyse the situation. Mahatma Gandhi, 
whose name has been mentioned even by Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi 
who quoted him with that passionate attachment as some people would 
quote the Scriptures, has definitely stated that according to his view 
a general amnesty should be ordered and all political prisoners should 
be released. But he could not bring the TTome Minister of this province 
to his point of view and therefore «a difference occurred. Now, Sir, 
what is the position with regard to these convicted political prisoners? 
So far as the past records are concerned, they are there. What, I ask, 
was the necessity of appointing a committee at all? "What work was 
the committee expected to do? So far as the past records are concerned, 
they were already before the Government along .with the decisions of 
courts of law. The question was whether they could be released with, 
reference to their possible future conduct. On this point you had a 
solemn declaration that they had abjured the path of violence and they 
wanted to return to their normal life. That declaration was made 
to Mahatma Gandhi himself and there was a repetition of that declara- 
tion even to the present Government. 

Then, Sir, the position comes to this. On what grounds are you 
still going te detain them? It is not a case as if the cases of these 
*nen are being pleaded before you for an act of charity. The Govern- 
ment of Bengal have accepted the polity of their release consistent 
with pubfic safety. Here are these 90 men who have joined in the 
declaration that they have abjured the path of vidjence^ they have 
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realised they may serve their country’s cahse in other better ways. 
If you say that you are not prepared to act on that, you are bound to 
place before the public of Bengal specific reasons in reepect fff every 
one of them as to why they ai% not going to be released by the Govern- 
ment. 

The question of the release of political prisoners is not new in this 
country. In every country this has happened and there is no r£kson 
why a different policy should l?e followed in this eounflry. * « 

With regard to the question of hunger-strike, I realise that the 
prisoners have taken a step which perhaps is extreme in some aspect*. 
But in view of Government’s attitude what else can, they do to verftilate 
their grievances. Mahatma Gandhi has sen£ a wire to the effect that 
“you give up your hunger strike.” It is perfectly true that every one 
in this House would make the same appeal to them. But none with a 

sense of responsibility can possibly stop there. We must go a step 

further and say simultaneously that you, the Government of Bengal, 
who claim to represent the real interest of the people of this province 
should come forward at this critical hour, he true to your words and 

release these political prisoners with the least possible delay. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Mr Speal ver, in rising to support 
the motion of my honourable friend Kui Harendra Nath Ohaudhuri I 
must say I do so from an overwhelming sense of public duty. At the 
same time, 1 must confess that I do so with a considerable amount 
of trepidution, — trepidation at the seriousness of the position which 
faces us to-day. I shall not mar the seriousness of the occasion by 
referring to the speech, if it can be described as a speech at all, of 
the honourable member who represents a Chamber of Commerce. I 
Bhall not mar the seriousness of the occasion by trying to introduce the 
tone of levity which he has thought fit to introduce in to-day’s debate. 

I shall rest content with this observation that the way, the only way in 
which his speech should be treated is with scorn, withering scorn. 

Before I come to the subject of this evening’s debate, I would like 
to dispose of one or two charges which were made against me by the 
Hon’ble the Home Minister the other day wl^en he read a considered 
statement which he had prepared. The first charge was that in writing 
a letter to Mahatma Gandhi explaining why I hhd thought fit to 
resign my membership of the* prisoners’ release advisory committee, 

I had committed & breach of confidence, and he referred to a decision, 
a supposed decision of the committee itself. I say supposed decision 
advisedly because I have got the minutes of this meeting before me.* 
There was no such decision. 4 The only matter which was discussed at \ 
the first meeting of the committee was whether the press and the public 
were to be %dmityed to their sittings an$ the decision was that, as it 
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was felt jthat the deliberations and the results thereof being of a 
confidential character, the press and the public should ^ot be admitted. 
That was* the decision. # 

There was no ban oh any member of the committee, far less on a 
member of the committee who had resigned, of explaining to**the 
public the reasons for his resignation. Sir. if I have Wen guilty of 
a breach of confidence, may I f charge the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
that ¥ •■was •Gt a much earlier stage guilty of ft graver breach of 
confidence; because ff I am not entitled to explain to the public the 
reasons for my resignation, he is similarly not entitled to tell the 
public tl^at two members gave the reasons for their resignation when 
their approach to the*quest^>n of release of convicted prisoners differed 
fundamentally fyom that of other members of the committee. All that. 

I did was to explain what was meant by a fundamental difference of 
approach. 

The other charge that he made was that we, the members of the 
Cotigress Party on the committee, had been guilt\ of dilatoriness. 
Now', Sir, may I read to the House some of the dates relating to this 
matter the charge of dilatoriness being brought forward against us by 
the Government . The letter from Mahatma Gandhi making his 
suggestion for the release of political prisoners was written on the 13th 
April, 1938, and it took the Government five long months to make up 
their minds as to what they weie going to do. The decision of Govern- 
ment was announced on the ’doth of September, 19*18. Then the Hon bit* 
the Home Minister sent an invitation to me asking for my assistance 
in the matter of nomination of two members of the Congress Party to 
the committee. # 

That letter was written at a time when I was touring from Ranchi 
to Mysore and from Mysore to Calcutta. I replied to his letter on the 
23rd October 1938. The personnel of the romraitte was not announced 
until the loth December, 1938, and if the Hon’ble the Home Minister 
were to go carefully through the proceedings of the committee— 1 am 
making no charge of reproach against anyone — he will find that long 
adjournments of the committee were necessitated in order to accom- 
modate the President and not the other members of the committee. 

Now, Sir, I pass from t tbe personal explanation which I introduced 
in reply to the observations of the Hon hie the Home Minister to a far 
more urgent or far'more serious thing, the fate of the 90 more or less 
prisoners who are hunger-striking. I have heard it said in t*is House 
that their guilt was beyond doubt. Nobody ever denied their guilt. We 
on the committee start on the basis that they have t*en found guilty by 
courts of law. The considerations which the committee have to bear in 
jnind are different considerations altogether. Whether the time is ripe 
for their release, whether the situation is such as calls for their release, 
whether the state of mind oj the prisoners is such demands their 
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release, on these points may I read just a few lines to the new apostle of 
Ahimsa, a few<dines from ohe of the letters of Mahatma Gandhi? In 
one of his letters — I am referring, Sir, to the letter Qf the 13th Sep- 
teihber, 1938 — Mahatma # Gandhi, whom Mr.*Abdur Rahman Siddiqi 
ha Recognised as an apostle of non-violence — praise be to Mr. Abdur 
Rahman Siddiqi — has said “perhaps the Bengal Government and their 
advisers have missed one big factor in tlie consideration of the question 
of release. These prisoners have no sense of guilt. The crimes how- 
ever bad the^ might be in themselves were not committed for personal 
gains. The prisoners having changed their views on violence feel 
their detention an intolerable hardship. They are fretting £or pufflic 
service. The public estimate also in this m&tter is of a different 
character from that of the Government, but since yours is admittedly 
a Government responsible to the people you are bound to give consider- 
able weight to public opinion which so fur as one can judge emphati- 
cally demands their release.” As I said a few moments ago, no one 
denies that they were guilty under some section or other of the Indian 
Penal Code, but behind their crimes under the Indian Penal Code their 
real crime was their love of country. I do not mean to minimise the 
gravity of the offences which they committed under the Indian Penal 
Code, but at the same time I ask the members of this House to remem- 
ber and to realize that the real motive for their crime was their love 
of country. Their crime was that their country was the dream of their 
young years. Their crime was that their country was the generating 
idea of their mental conception. Their crime was that their country 
was the ke\\stone of their intellectual edifice and their crime was that 
their country was the religion of their soul. I am, Sir, using a few 
words of the great Italian patHot Mazzini with some modifications 
which I have permitted myself. Sir, will anyone dare to maintain 
at the present day — I ask my friends opposite — will anyone dare to 
maintain at the present day that Mazzini was a murderer, will any- 
one dare to maintain at the present day that Michael Collins was a 
murderer; will anyone dare 'maintain at the present day .that Mustafa 
Kamal Pasha was a murderer; will anyone dare maintain at the 
present day that De Valera was a murderer, the man who shakes hands 
with his Britannic Majesty? Sir, I would ask members of this House 
to look at it from a different point of view. f The prisoners have atoned 
for their sins. They have suffered imprisonment for long, long 
years. They have said unequivocally and in \he* presence of the 
members pf the committee that they have lost all faith in violence and 
they have abjured violence for the future. I submit, Sir, that was 
the main consideration ; that ought to have been the main considera- 
tion before the committee and that ought to have led the majority of 
• the members of the committee to support me in my demand for the 
unconditional release of the prisoners. Sir, there were certain 
coHeasruea * of Aline who wanted to interview the prisoners and who 
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wanted to satisfy themselvlS that ttfeir declaration of faith was sincere. 
I am letting out no secret irhen I say that in nwnero^ cases the idem- 
bers of fhe ^po&mittee recognised that the declaration of their faith 
was sincere, but stilt they were not alSe to make up their min^i to 
recommend their release. Reports were called for from Government. 
The reports were there, the precis was there; the history of the case 
was ^h ere. What further reptfrts had you to ask for from Governments 
I should* have* thought that my place # was not in a committee which 
was going to surrender their judgment to the judgment of the Govern- 
ment. • 

Sii^ an dealing witfy this matter 1 projjose to place another consi- 
deration before this flouse«nnd it is this. What is it that the prisoners 
are asking? 'Phey are asking for opportunities for public service. 
They have given you an assurance through Mahatma Gandhi and also 
directly to the members of the committee that they propose to work for 
the public in the public interests and observe the principles of truth 
and non-violence in their public career. Sir, if these do not justify 
their release I do not know, Sir. what on earth possibly can. 1 do not 
know what answer there can be to their demand for release when they 
have atoned for their sins, atoned for their sins not merely by serving 
out long terms of imprisonment hut also by declaring in all faith and 
in all sincerity that they are going to turn a new leaf in their lives. 
Sir, the demand that is made for their release is a demand which poli- 
tical justice must concede. Their demands are fortified by a sense of 
humanity. (fioud and continued applause from the Congress Benches.) 


The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I am confined to 
only 15 minutes and there are innumerable questions that 1 have got 
to reply to, and at the same time 1 have to justify the policy that 
Government have so far pursued. I have tried my best to deal with 
the points that have been raised, but to-day I will deal categorically 
with the points raised by the various speakers because 1 feel, Sir, that 
the occasion is much too serious for mere political propaganda and 
should be looked at from a more serious and graver point of view than 
what has been done so far. But before I proceed, I would like to deal 
more briefly with the one or two points that have been raised by 
the various speakers. TS begin with. Sir, it will take some time if I 
were to enter Jj)t<p the details of the controversy between the Leader 
of the Opposition and myself with regard to the statement that has 
been made by me, but I would ask the Rouse to judge wtfether the 
publication of the correspondence which contains the proceedings of 
the meetings is giving out information to the public, 

• 

Mr. SARAT CHANDRA BOSE: Will you please mention the cor. - 
respondence that was published? 
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the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir /(AZlMUDDlN: The correspondence 
thatf passed between Mr. Gandhi and the Leader of the Opposition. 
(Laughter from the Congre|p Benches.) % 

f 

Rli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : That is no property 

of the committee. 

• 4T 

• 

Mfe 8PEAKER: Mr. Rai Chaudhuri, I think. there should ®be no 
interruption. # I have allowed Mr. Bose as the Leader of the Opposition 
to make his speech uninterrupted, and on this debate I will not allow 
any interruption whatsoever by anybody. « * 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, 
Sir. I answered only to an enquiry from Mr. Suhrawardy. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: If Mr. Suhrawardy has done it, I am very sorry 
that he lias done it. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Although the invita- 
tion was to be issued in September, the delay in issuing the invitation 
was due to the fact that correspondence was taking place between 
Mr. Gandhi and myself as to whether members of the Congress Group 
would be members on the committee, and that is the reason why it took 
so long. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Long five mouths! 

Tho Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Considering the number 
and length of the correspondence, it could hardly be otherwise. Now, 
these are the two points. 

As regards I)r. S*h yam a prasad Mookerjee’s speech, I aiu glad that 
he has confessed that whoever may have committed those crimes, 
they have got to liang down their heads in shame. But I may tell 
him that two blacks do not make a white, and it makes no difference 
as to who has done it. The only fact is that«those crimes are such as 
should be condemned. Thirdly, he has tried to make out that the 
release of detenus and the release of convicted prisoners "are both on the 
iame footing. I find that Mr. Pratul Ganguly has also practically 
raised the same issue. But, Sir, the two things are quite different, 
[t is not unusual that those who instigate crime often go unpunished 
and those who commit crim(| have to bear the burden. Sir, as far as 
•the detenus are concerned, their case was quite different, an^ was made 
ciear in the cammuniqvi that was published by the Government in 
this connection. 'But I will not deal with it now. 
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Now, Sir, I will ask tbe House to picture to themselves the Occa- 
sion when Mr. Shamsuddia was makirfg |xis speech — how eloquent he 
was, how he lyeathed the air of freedom here, how' he condemned 
this Government and its policy with regard to the release of political 
convicts, and how he extolled the yirtue8 of thevse political convicts; 
and, Sir, I would like to point out that the committee was appointed 
in December, and Mr. Sham^uddin joined the Cabinet in November. 
Furfher comments are unnecessary. 

Maulvi ABDUL LATIF BI8WA8: lie was a diffei^nt man thjpn. 

Ml*i ^SPEAKER:, Grder, please. * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Similarly, Mr. Pratul 
Chandra Ganguly has made it absolutely clear that terrorism or violence 
was not committed for the suke of freeing India. They never thought 
that by means of killing a few persons they will be able to free India. 
So. it is obvious that it was not the motive for the crime. It was 
ordinary revenge or retaliation that led them to commit the crimes; 
therefore, any claim for preferential treatment from this point of 
view. 1 am not prepared to accept. 

Now, Sir, the important point, as far as to-day’s debate is con- 
cerned. is the question of hunger-strike, but hardly a reference has 
been made to ‘that. I have more than once in this House pointed out 
the fundamental question that no Government can ever agree to 
concede anything under the threat of a hunger-strike, and on this 


occasion it 

is something 

more 

than 

that. 

Government have 

made all 

the concessions 

that 

are 

possible 

The policy of 

Government 

has been to 


into 

these 

cases of convicted 


prisoners, to try and see how tar they can be released; a committee 
was appointed; the committee have beer* sitting; tin* committee have 
made recommendations ; and the important point to remember is that 
bo far not a single recommendation of the committee has been turned 
down absolutely. In eight cases, certain restrictive conditions have 
been imposed, but in practically every case excepting those in which 
Government have not y^t come to a final decision, in all cases, the 
recommendatqyjs *)f the committee have been accepted (Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bose: Question?) and, as i have already said, in eight 
cases certain conditions have been imposed. Barring themf in practi- 
cally all the', cases where Government have come to a decision, they 
have accepted the recommendations of the committee, and in no case, 
the recommendation of the committee ha# been turned down. Sir, tha 
cases are Still being considered; the policy has been announced; it ha# 
been in operation; and we fin<^ that even Mr. Gandhi* has jiot only not 
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approved of the hunger-strike % hut*bas suggested that the representa- 
tive^ of the Congressmen tlffe committee should go back to the com- 
mittee. (Rai Harendra Na-jh Chaudhuri: No) Wefl, Sir* I would 
ref dr the honourable members to the letter of Mr. Gandhi, and what 
does it show? It shows that so far the policy of the Government had 
been approved by those who were members of the committee. As soon * 
as they found, however, that there were difficulties in the way,*they 
resigned. And what is more, it is this attitude on theii - partly# which 
really the hunger-strike has been precipitated, as is evident from what 
halt been punished in thos*- ‘Mi. S uut Chandra Bose: 

Question?) Unfortunately, Sir, I have not got the time; otherwise, 

I T$buld have dealt with this thing at length. I ‘nave got letters from 
the convicted prisoners that they have lost all hope because of what 
has taken place and because of the withdrwal of the Congress represen- 
tatives from the committee. Sir, that is the attitude of the convicted 
prisoners. (Rai Harendra Natii Ciiaudiix r : But that is different 
matter altogether.) As far as their petitions are concerned, I may as 
well read the contents of them. The petition of the prisoners in the 
Dum Dum Central Jail, dated the 23rd June, 1939, says, “The letter 
of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose to Mahatmaji and the latter’s statement, 
both of which have been published in the Iftndi Hangahasi Weekly , 
have made us extremely apprehensive. We, therefore, beg to request 
you to enlighten us as to the attitude of the Government of Bengal 
and require an early reply thereto.” Then there is another letter — 
a petition from the prisoners of the Alipore Central Jail — dated the 
1st of July, 1939, in which it is stated that “the publication of the 
Gandhi-Sarnt Chandra Bose correspondence cannot but remove the last 
trace of hope from the mind of even the most incorrigible optimist . n 
Therefore, the trouble that has been created is not due to the real 
intentions of Government but due to the publication of the corre- 
spondence in the weekly paper. It is obvious that Government have 
so far pursued a pojicy; tha,t they have appointed a committee; that 
its recommendations are either being considered or have j>een accepted. 
Sir, there was no justification for this hunger-strike; there is no justi- 
fication for any action whatsoever; the policy of release on considera- 
tion of individual cases is one which is based on the fact which I have 
more than once stated, viz., that it is impossible to release convicted 
prisoners on the ground of motive of crime. As I h&ye stated more 
than once. Sir, if this principle is accepted, there is no reason why 
all those V e °pk who have been convicte<j for committing crimes 
because of their belief in God or in religion should not be released 
also. Similarly, if this principle of releasing people who have been 
♦ convicted for committing political crimes is accepted, you, cannot say 
where this will lea4 you to. To-morrow they may start killing one 
another — representatives of the Congresj attacking the members of the 
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Muslim L&tgue and the numbers of Jhe Muslim League attacking 
Congressmen or members of the Krishak Proja Party, What will* be 
the resulk? Itameans a direct incentive to committing heinous crime® 
for political purposes. /That is what it wcfuld lead to, and no Govern- 
ment can accept that position, namely, that simply because a person 
k is committing crimes for political purposes therefore he should be' 
allowed to go free. That is a» proposition which cannot be accepted, 
and that the # reason why in these casks we arc trying to place them 
on the same level wnth other convicted prisoners. What Government 
have done is that they have got a Board to look into* the cases 
other prisoners who have been convicted of other crimes and these 
prisonefs are releaardaoil tl^e recommendations of the Board. Ilerefwe 
have appointed f a special committee They are going into individual 
eases and wherever they are of opinion that the men have already 
served a suiiicient term of imprisonment or for other reasons they 
deserve special consideration, the committee is submitting recom- 
mendations with regard to thoM* persons Therefore, Sir, as far an 
the policy of Government is concerned, 1 maintain that it is very 
clear. (Mr. Scrkn'DRv Nath Biswas- How do you save lives?) I 
submit, Sir, that it is a very important issue and we muRt have a 
definite verdict of the House on it. I have still got a great deal to 
say, but I do not want the motion to be talked out. (Mr. Sarat 
Chandra Bosk: Neither do we.) 

Mr. 8. A. SALIM: Sir, I beg to move that the closure be now put. 

The motion of ltai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that the business of 
the House do now adjourn was then put and a division taken with 
the following result: — 

(When the division bell was still ringing the following happened. > 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: On a point of order, Sir, (Point- 
ing to Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi) when*Uie Ilmfke is in session, can 
an honourable member speak with another member with his back 
turned to the Chair? (Laughter^ 

(Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi took his seat facing the Chair.) 

Mr. 8PEAKER4 Order, order. 


AYE! — 81. 


AMU J attar, Paftraa Mr. M*. 
AMat Wat**, Matfwf. 

Ata Haasaia tartar, MaaM. 

AM rati, Br.nL 

AtaMtf Ktaa, Hr. tyatf- 
Baatrfi, Mr. f. 


•aaarfM, Mr. fraaicOia Belt. 
BaawJt Mr. tatya Mrlya. 
laaarfM, Mr. Ifta^ft. 

Barau, Bata Pmalarf. 
•araia, Mr. Patfajtt. 

Bar mm. tyta Nfirn 
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St rman, Upondra Nath. 

Bue, Mr. Saatosh Komar. 

•lavas, Bakv Lakshin! Narayan. 
Biswas, Mr. Raalk Lai. 

Biswas, Mr. Surandra Nath. 

Bom, Mr. da rat Obandra. 

Ohakraharty, Mr.datindra Nath. 
Ohakravcrty, Baho Nartndra Narayan. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Harlpada. 
Ohaadhuri, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Das, Baku Mahim Chandra. 

Das, Baku Radhanath. 

Das, Mr. Manmahao. 

Das fiupta, Baku Khaftndra Nath. 
0«| Bupta, SrIJut Nartndra Nath. 
Data, Mr. Dhlrtndra Nath. 

Dotul, Mr. Hlrtndra Nath. 

Dulta, Mr. dokumar. 

Dotta Maxwmdar, Mr. Nlhartnda. 
Emdadvl Haque, Kazl. 

Banguly, Mr. Pratul Chandra. 

Bhota, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Blasuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Boswaml, Mr. Tnlsl Ohandra. 

Buyta, Mr. Jogtsh Chandra. 

Buyta, Mr. J. N. 

Hasan All Ohowdhury, Mr. dyad. 
Balaluddin Hashamy, Mr. dyad. 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

donah All Majumdar, Maolvl. 

Khan, Mr. Dabandra Lall. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Kundu, Mr. Nlshltha Nath. 

Maitl, Mr. Nlkunja Baharl. 

Maltra, Mr. durandra Mohan. 


Maji, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Homayrova. 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Ohandra. 

Maadal, Mr. Amrlta Lai. « 

Mandal, Mr.doftndra Nath. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
Maniroaiaman Islamakadi, Maolana Md. 
Maqbul Hussain, Mr. 

Mookarjaa, Dr. Syamayrasad. 

Mukarji, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan, 
Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

Mukharji, Or. 8harat Chandra. 

Mullkk, trijut Askutosh. 

Naushtr All, Mr. dyad. 

Pain, Mr. Barada Prosanna. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Ramizuddin jlhmad, Mr. 

Roy, M§. Charu thandra. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrlshna. * 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath, 
danyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 
danyal, Mr. Suanka Sakhar. 
ton, Babu Na|tndra Nath, 
dan, Rai Bahadur JoKtsh Ohandra. 
dfaahadali, Mr. 
thamsuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Singha, Babu Kshatra Nath, 
dinha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

Bur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 

Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 


NOES— 110. 


Abdul Aili, Mnulana Md. 

Abdul Bari, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hadx, Mr. Mfrsa. 

Abdul Hadx, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hakaam, Mr. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampurl, Maulvi Md. P 
Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. i 

Abdul Kadar, Mr. alias Lai Maab. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Lati! Biswas, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syad. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Ahdulla-al Mahmaod, Mr. 

Ahdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. P. M. 

Ahdor Rahman Stdditi' Mr. 

Ahdur Ratohld Mahmaod, Mr. % 

Ahdor Rathtad, Maolvl Md. 

Ahdor Raot, Khan Sahib Maalvl. 8. 

Ahdor, Raot, Khan Bahadur Slab. 

Abdor Raxtak, Maolvl. 

AMat Sbabaod, Maolvl Ml. 

AbMor Raaa Ohowdhury, Khan Bahador Ifkvivi. 
AMot Hashlm, Maulvi. 

Abut Husain Abmad, Mr. 

Abol Quasem, Maolvl. 

Attab Hoaaia dpardar, ^UatvL 


Ahmed All Enayetpuri, Khan Bahador Maolana. 
Ahmad Alt Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. 

Alf&zuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Maolvl. 
Aminullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Amir All Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Aihrafali, Mr. M. 

Aaiad Hottain Kban, Maulvi. 

Axhar Aii, Maulvi. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Ball- Hart, Miss P. B. 

Birkmyrt, Sir Hanry Bart. 

Blomanstock, Mr. L. M. 

Brown, M . A. 0. 

Chippendale, Mr. 4 . W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. < ^ 

Das, Mr. Anukol Chandra. 

Das, Rai Sablb Klrlt Bbosoa. 

Edbar, Mr. Uyaodraaatb. 

Farhad Rosa Ohowdhury, Mr. M. 

Faxlul Hot, tho Hon’hto Mr. A. K. 

Faxtol Qaadir, Khaa Bahadur Maulvi. 

Pastor Rahmao (Mymtntinfh) Mr. 

Frautb, Mr. P. H. 

Botam Sarwar Hoanini, Mr. Shok Syod. 

So mat, Mr. S. A. 

flrtMtba, Mr. 0. 
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ADJOURNMENT MOTION. 


Baraag. Mr. NMr Uni • 

Hahiballah, W» Hitrt BUMr K., «l 

0IM |» 

HimMmMHi y K|m IiMI. 

NmMm, Mr. A. X. 

Hhwmmu, Maalvi flu. « 

Haabam AH Khaa, KUi laktiir Maalvi. 

Mattel Marshal Mn. M. ft. I. 

Hatsaally Jamalar, Khaa lahib Maalvi. 

Nawkiap, Mr. ft. J. 

NHftyHIr. OivM. 

Nirtm, Mr. M<yi. F. % 

Writ Ahm* Mia, Maatvf. # 

Jalaialgln Ahmil, KHaa BahaGar Maalvi. 
KaMraMia KHaa, Khaa ftahagar Maalvi. 
Mcfiragtr, Mr. ft. 8. 

Naftaggla Cgaolhary, Maalvi. 

Magaira, l#r. L. T. • * 

Mahtafe, Maharajkamar Ulay Ghana. 

Mababatggia Abmag, Khaa ftahalar Maalvi. 
Mangal, Mr. ftirat Ghangra. 

Maalal, Mr. lagat Ghangra. 

Manirallin Akhang, Maalvi. 

Mila*, Mr. C. W. 

Millar. Mr. c. 

Mabaaiiaatf All, Khaa ftahalar. 

Margan, Mr. A., C.I.I. 

■a»lam All Mollah, Maalvi. 

Mahammal Altai. Khaa lahib Maalvi lyH. 
Mahammal Ibrahiai, Maalvi. 

Mahamaiag Itrail, Maalvi. 

Mahaaiaiag liggigaa, Khaa ftahagar Dr. lysl. 


Mahamaul MMaaa, Khaa lahib Maalvi. 

MaHitk, tha Hsa'Mt Mr, Makaafta fahary. 

MaMak, Mr. Falla Mftr. 

Maatagaanl Magas, Mr. lyti 
«i«li tb« Naa'hte Mahara|a IritthahA*, a« 
Ottaimbatar. 

Naxarattah, Navahaaga K. 

Nailmallia, thi Hta'bto Kbwaja Hr, K.G»I.C. 
Fatanon, Mr. E.A. 

ftalkat, thi Mtnbl* Mr. Frataaaa Dab. 

Ruaar Rahmaa Khaa, Mr. 

r 4> tha Han'Wt Sir ftijay F ratal llagh. 

Ray, Mr. Fatiram. 
talaraggin Abmag, Mr. 
taflraggia Ahaiag, Hall, 
lakak Alan, Mr. lyag. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Baba Malhaaagaa. 

•arfcar, Ika Haa'hla Mr. Nallai Raajaa. 

Saaaaaa Mr. R. M. 

Saralal Warn, Mr. 

Ibababaggin, Mr. Khwaja, C. ft. I. 

Skamtallia Abmag Khangkar, Mr. 
lirgar, Baba Lltta Manga, 
liavaa, Mr. J. W. R. 
labrawarly, tha Maa’bla Mr, N. I. 

Tamliaggia Khan, Tba Hta'Mt Mr. 

Tafal Abmag Ckaalhary, Maalvi Haji. 

Walkar, Mr. W. A. M. 

Warran, Mr. F. F. I. 

Yaivf All Okaaghary, Mr. 

Zahar Abmag Okaaghary, Maalvi. 


The Ayes being 81 and the Noes 1 Hi, the motion was lost. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: I should just say that to-morrow we have got to 
discuss the Draft Rules. I think, two committees will meet to-morrow. 
So 1 fix the time at 5 p.m. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned till 5 p.m. on Wednesday, the 12th 
July, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcitta. 
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[12*fc July, 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled * 
under the provisions of,the Government of India Act) 1935* 


The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 12th July, 1939, at 5 p.m. * • 


i 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’lble Khan Bahadur M. Azizui. Haqtje, c.i.e.) 
in the Chair, 11 Hon’ble Ministers and 214 members* 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Reservation of 9eats for Scheduled Castes in certain Normal Schools. 

•MO. Mt. DH AN AN JOY ROY: («) Will the Hobble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether there 
are any reserved seats for the members of the Scheduled Caster in 
Dacca, Chittagong, Rangpur and Hooghly Normal Schools P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of reserving some seats in the said schools 
for the Scheduled Castes P 

< • 

MINI8TER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq): (a) No. 

(6) The matter will be considered. 

Mr. PROMATH A RAN JAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to give us an idea of the approximate time, in which the 
matter will be taken into consideration P 

r 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is very difficult to 
eay. How^oan £ fix a tin\e P I am considering the matter. 
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Mf. ATUL KRISHNA GH08E: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware of 
the fact that in the Presidency College the requisite number of students 
sanctioned by* Government is dot being admitted? 

Mr* SPEAKER. That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUl* KRI8HNA CH08E: I beg to draw your attention to 
the fact that admissions are going on in the Presidency College 

% Mr, SPEAKER: \ disallow your question. You are abusing your 
right. This question doe.# not refer to the Presidency College. 

Mr. RA8IK LAL BI8WA8: CTR C*R WHUW 

9RF W wm « 9rt jq arm 

K\fA*l WTHF — fro SWR W?J#T5 fa? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Yes; I think so 


Staff and students of Government Commercial Institute, Calcutta, 
during last five years. 

•551. Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department l>e pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing for the last five years, gTade by grade, the number 
of Hindu and Muslim employees, viz. — 

(a) Lecturers, 

(b) Mechanics, 

(c) Instructors, 

( d ) Clerks, 

(e) Menial^ and the 
(/) Number of students 

in the Government Commercial Institute, Calcutta? 

Ttw HMt’bl. Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: A statement is laid on the . 

table. 



QUESTIONS. 
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Statement referred to irt the reply to stoned question No. 551, showing, grads 
by grade, the number of Hindu and Muslim employees agnd the number 
of students in the GooSbment Commercial Institute for the last 
five years. 


No. of Np. of 
Ijlindu Muslim 
employ- employ- 


No. of students. 


1934-35. 

(а) Lecturers. 

(•) Rs. 150 — 10 — 400 
(ii) Rs. 130 — 10/2 — 250 
(lit) Rs. 150 (fixed) 

(iv) Rs. 110 (fixed) 

(v) Rs. 1(K) (fixed) 

( б ) Mechanic. 

Rb. 60—4—80 

(Revised Rs. 30—5/2—55) 


Hindu. Muslim. Total^ 


1 Nil 


(c) Instructors. 

(t) Rs. 75 — 5 — 150 
( ii ) Rs. 60—4—120 

( d ) Clerks . 

(i) Rs. 100— 5— 150, 

(ii) Rs. 40 — 40 — 45 — 2 — 65 — $5 
(tit) Rs. 45—5/2—70 

(iv) Rs. 35 — 35 — 40 — 4/2 — 60 — 
4/2 — 68 — 3/2 — 80. 

(e) Menial Establishment. 

(i) Rs. 15-0-1/5—19 
(t») Rs. 13— 1/5— 17 


Contingency . 

Rs. 13 (fixed) 

(/) Number* of students 


18 €27 
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No. of 

No. of 


Hindu Muslim VT , . , . * 

*nploy. employ- No. of student.. •. 


ees. 

set. 



Hindu. Muslim. Total. 

„ 1035-38. 

• 

(a) Lecturers. 



\i) 160 — 10 — 400 < 

(it) Rs. 130 — 10/2 — 550 t . . 

5 

Nil 

(•it) Rs. 150 (filed) 

2 

Nil 

(iv) Rs. 110 (fixed) 

1 

Nil 

(v) Rs. 100 (fixed) 

2 

Nil 

( 6 ) Mechanic. 



Rs. 60 — 4 — 80. 



(Revised Rs. 30-^/2— 55) . . 

1 

Nil 

(c) Instructors. 



(i) Rs. 75— 5^-150 

1 

Nil 

(tt)Rs. 60-4— 120 

1 

Nil 

( d ) Clerks. 



(») Rs. 100— 5— 150 

1 

Nil 

(ti) Rs. 40 — 40 — 45 — 2 — 65 — 2 

1 

Nil 

— 85. 


• • 

(Hi) Rs. 45 -5/2-70 

1 

foi 

(iv) Rs. 35 — 35 — 40 — 4/2 — 60 — 

Nil 

Nil 

4/2 — 68 — 3/2 — 80. 



• 

(s) Menial Establishment. 






(t) Rs. 15 — 1/5 — 19 

3 

* Nil .. . 

(it) Rs. 13 — 1/6 — 17 

3 

Nil 

Contingency. 


t 

• 

13 (fixed) 

4 

Nil 350 15 374 

(/) Number of students ./ 

•• 

• 

• •* * • • s* * • 

• 
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1936-37. 

(a) Lecturers. 

(») Rb. 150 — 10^—400 
(it) Ra. 130 — 10/2 — 260 
(tit) Rb. 150 (fixed) 

(it?) Rb. 110 (fixed) 

(v) Rb. 100 (fixed) 


No. of No. of 
Hindu Muslim 
employ- employ - 
• ees. ees. 


4 Nil 



* 

1 

i.1 u 

Nil 



2 

Nil* 

. . 


1 

Nil 

. . 


2 

Nil 

. . 


No. of studenta. 

Hindu. Muslim. Total. 


« 


(b) Mechanic. 

Rs. 60-4—80. 

(Revised Re. 30—5/2—05) .. 1 Nil 

(e) Instructors. 

(*) Rs. 76— 6— 160 .. 1 Nil 

(it) Re. 60 — 4 — 120 .. 1 Nil 


(d) Clerks. 

(i) Re. 100- 6—160 . . 1 Nil 

(it) Re. 40—40 — 46 — 2 — 66 — 2 1 Nil 

— 86 . 

(Hi) Re. 45—6/2—’ 70 ' 1 Nil 

(iv) Re. 35- 35 — 40 — 4/2 — 60 — Nil Nil 

4/2-68-3/2—80. 


(e) Menial Establishment. 

(i) Re. 15— 1/5— 19 ... 3 Nil 

(ii) Rs. 13-*l/5— 17 .. 3 Nil 


Contingency. 

Re. 13 (fixed) 4 NO 464 35 49» 

(J) Numb# students '.. .. * 
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No. of No. of 
Hindu Muslim 
employ- employ- 
ees. ece. 


No. of students. 


Hindu. Muslim. 

1937 * 38 . 


• (a) Lecturers , 


(i) Rb. 160—10—400 

4 

Nil 

. . 

(if) Rs.,130— 10/2— 260 t 

1 

NO 

. . 

(Hi) Rs. 160 (fixed) * ». . 

2 

Nil 

. . 

(iv) Rb. 110 (fixed) 

1 

Nil 

. . 

(») Rs. 100 (fixed) 

2 

Nil 

•* 

( b ) Mechanic. 

Rs. 60—4—80. 

(Revised Rs. 30— 6/2— 35) 

1 

NO 


(c) Instructors. 

(«) Rs. 76—6—150 

1 

Nil 

. . 

(it) Rs. GO — 4 — *120 

1 

Nil 


(d) Clerk i. 

(») Rs. 100-5-160 

• 

1 

Nil 


(it) Rb. 40 —40—46 -2 -65—2 

1 

NO 

. . 

—86. 

(iii) Rb. 46—5/2—70 

1 

Kit 

•# 

(iv) Ra. 36 — 35 — 40 — 4/2 — 60 — 

Nil 

Nil 

. . 

4/2—68 — 3/2 — 80. 

(e) Menial EttabliihmeM. 

(♦) Rb. 16— 1/B— 19* . .. 

3 

Nil 


(it) Rb. 13—1/6—17 

3 

# Nil 

• • 

Contingency. 

Rs. 13 (feted) 

4 

t 

NO 

445 

{f) Number of students . . • 

• • 

• • # 

• 


315 


Total. 


486 1 
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No. of 

No. of 

* 


Hindu Muslim 
employ- employ- 

No. of students. 


• ees. 

668. 

• 

Hindu. Muslim. Total. 

1938*39. 



t 

(a) Lecturers. 




(0 Rs. 160—10—400 

4 

Nil 

# 

(ii) Rs. 130—10/2—260 

1 

Nid 

« 

(«•) Rs. 160 (fixed) 

2 

Nil 

t 

(it)) Rs. 110 (fixed) 

1 

Nil 


(e) Rs. 100 (fixed) 

2 

Nil 


(b) Mechanic. 




Rs. 60—4—80. 




(Revised Rs. 30 — 6/2 — 65) 

1 

Nil 

.. 

(e) Instructors. 




(i) Rs. 76—6—150 

1 

Nil 


(ii) Rs. 60—4—120 

1 

Nil 



(d) Clerks. 




(i) Rs. 100—6—160 

1 

Nil 



(ii) Rs. 40 40- 46—2—66—2 1 

Nil 


—86. , 

f 



(iii) Rs. 46—6/2—70 

1 

Nil 

* « ii • • 

(ic) Rs. 36-35—40-4/2—60 

- Nil 

Nil 

• • • • i t 

4/2—68—3/2—80. 




(s) Menial Establishment. 


< 


<i) Rs. 16—1/6—19 

3 

Nil 

• • • • • • 

(ii) Rs. 13—1/6—17 

3 

Nil 

.. 

Contingency, 

« 



Rs. 13 (fixed) 

4 

Nil 

487 62 649 

(/) Nwthbtr.<ff shfdents ' 

• • . . 

% 

• 1 • • • t 
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Mr. MlftZA ABDUL rfAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state # why got a single Muhammadan name appears in the statement 
that has been .supplied to us in answer t^> the question ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: That is why the service 
ratjp has been fixed. 


Commission fees and Court guardian fees by the CtVil Courts of 

tyakarganj in 1937 and 1938. 

• • 

•552. Madfvi MD. MOZAMMEL HUQ: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

{}) the amount spent in the Civil Courts of llakargauj as commie* 
sion fees and Court guardian fees in 1937 and 1938, and 

(ii) the amount paid to — 

(1) Caste Hindu Pleaders, 

(2) Muhammadan Pleaders, and 

(3) Scheduled Castes Pleaders. 

MINI8TER in charge of the JUDICIAL and LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Hossain, Khan 


Bahadur) : 

a 

Commission fees. 

Court guardian fees. 

- . ^ 


1937. 

1938. 

t 

1937. 

) 

1938. 



• • 

• 




Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

(<) 

8,340 

9,057 

8,177 

0,013 

(«) (1) 

8,092 

8,472 

0,274 

4,407 

(2) 

47 

179 

1,083 

1,428 

(3) .. 

200 

• 405 

220 

t 

177 


The HonWe Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadurs 

Shall I read the answer? 


Mr. SPEAKERS As a special case you need not $ead it, but I bojw 
that your department will kindly see that fti future when Statistics 
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given and you do not intend to read them, some remark to the effect 
that the statement is laid on the table may be in the answer. 

Mr* ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider 

the desirability of taking necessary steps to see that the Muhammadan 

pleaders j^nd particularly the Muhammadan junior pleaders do get at 

least their due share? 

* 

The Hon’bt* Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

As regards the commission, my information is that it generally goes Jo 
those who have qualified themselves by passing the .survey examihation. 
If the Muhammadan pleaders pass the survey examination and qualify 
themselves, their names must be enlisted in the panel, f but as long as 
the Muhammadans do not come forward with requisite qualification, I 
am helpless. Further, I may tell my friend in this connection that 
whatever be the state of affairs, I am now thinking of doing something 
to see that in the panel of commission pleaders, the Muhammadan 
names also appear. You are all aware that so far as this panel is 
concerned, the pleader commissioners have now occupied the places of 
the old-type survey commissioners who were outsiders. If you qualify 
yourselves now, you will be included in the panel of commissioners. - 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that in the case of court guardian fees and in the case of commission 
for local investigation any knowledge of survey is not required? 


The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HA&RUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Probably in per cent, of the oases the commissioners require 
knowledge of survey. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL H/tFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that for the examination of invalid 
witnesses and pan] a nothin ladies the commissioners need not have 
expert knowledge of survey? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H 088 A IN, Khan Bahadur: 

It is true that in such oases no expert knowledge is retired. 

♦ 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Does the Bon’ble Minister con- 
aider the desirability of issuing a circular or taking any step which he 
may think proper to see thatithe Muhammadan pleaders so far as the 
cases of court guardian and other commissions for the examination of 
witnesses are concerned, do get their due share in the bar library or 
w otber institaftiqnsvP ( 1 
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Tilt Mon’blt Nawab DTU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurs 

As to that I may tell you that in the panel for different works I am 
trying tcT see that the Muhammadans get ^their share. I am trying to 
see that at least in the* panel there are 

Mr. ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: There is no panel 

* 

• ' * 

The Hon’ble NafWab MU8HARRUFF H08SAIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Probably my friend is not aware of it. Panels ure jffepured under 
cextain rules and if he is not a man in the panel he ounnot he appointed. 
HereH^may say I aim tdkiqg steps to see that f»() per cent, of the jxinel 
pleaders come |rom the Muhammadan community, provided they are 
qualified for the purpose. 

(After the Speaker had allied the next question Mr. Abdul Wfthab 
Khan persisted in putting supplementary questions.) 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Abdul Wahab Khan, 1 am 
drawing your attention to the fact that if there is a wrong information 
given the only remedy for you is to bring forward a no- am fide nee 
motion. 


Kurigram protection work. 

*553. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister 
for Communications and Works (Irrigation) Department he pleased to 
state whether since the stoppage of the protection work at Kurigram 
Government has received representations and memorials from the 
Kurigram Town Protection Committee, the Kurigram Muhammadan 
Association, the Kurigram Peoples’ Association and the Kurigram 
Muslim league praying for the completion of the protection work? 

(6) If so, what action, if any, has been taken on the said representa- 
tions and memorials? 

(c) Did the Government consult the local M.L.A.’s before the work 

was stopped ?•*-% * • 

( d ) If so, what was their opinion? 

(e) Did the local people dismantle their buildings and remove their 
Louses for making slopes for the purpose of the protection work? ^ 

(/) If so, whether it was done at the suggestion of # the Government • 
officers, local and otherwise P » 
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(j g ) What amount of money is necessary to complete the unfinished 
work of the protection work? 

(h) What amount of money is necessary to* protect the work so far 
done by putting up anchorage? 

(i) Hfcve the Government received cany offer from the publ\^ of 
Kiurigram that many of them are prepared to work gratis ap labourers 
if the Government resume the work of protection^ 

* 

•* * 

(j) If so, whether the Government have considered the matter and 
come to any decision thereon? 

( k ) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
for the preservation of the protection work so far done by doing the need- 
ful as the occasion demands? 

MINISTER in oharge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
rffePARTMENT (the Hon’ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Coasim- 
bazar): («) Representations have been received from the Kurigram 
Town Protection Committee and the Kurigram Muslim League. 

(b) No action has been taken on the representations received. 

(c) and (ft) No. 

(d) and (;) Do not arise. 

(e) I am informed that some people did so. 

(/) Yes. 

(g) It is estimated that if work had not been abandoned a further 
turn of about Rs. 35.000 wou,ld have been required to complete it. 

(h) No effective anchorage of the work done is now possible. 

(t) No such offers have been received. 


KiZi EMDADUL HAQUE: Will the Hobble Miakter be pleaeed 
to state with reference to his answer (b) where it is said that no action 
has been taken on the representations received whether it is that the 
representations are not worthy of consideration or whether the Govern- 
ment desire that the town should be washed away? 

C ‘ 

The Hmt’M* Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, Of OoaaMNnart 

Government decided to abandon the work after mature conaideration. 
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Travelling mllowance and daHy allowance drawn by each of the Hon’Ma 

Ministers. 

•«M.* Mr. TARINJ CHARAN PRAMANIK: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Finance Department lie pleased to lay on the 
table a statement showing the amount drawn, by each of the Hon 'ble 
Ministers, year by year, since tjie assumption of their offices up to UOth 
of ifay, 1939,- as — 

(lj travelling allowance ; and 
*- (2) daily allowance? 

i 

'mjdWTER in charge of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Nalini Ranjaif Barker) ! Two statements are laid on the 

table. • 


Statement A , with reference to the reply to starred question Xo. ,5 64, showing 
expenditure incurred in respect of travelling allowance (including railway 
requisitions) of each Hon' hie Minister from 1st April, 1937 to 31st May, 
1939. 



Name. 

1937-38. 

1 

1 938-39. 


Ini April, 1939, 
to 31 kI May, 
1939. 



Hh. a. j>. 

Hh. 

a. 

}>• 

Hh. a. 

P- 

1. 

The Hon Tile JUr. A. K. Kazlul Huq 

7,166 9 

10,326 

3 

9 

1,441 13 

0 

2. 

The Hon ’He Mr. N. H. Sarker . . 

2,437 ! 1 0 

3,757 

10 

3 

317 10 

0 

3. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazi- 
inuddin, k.C.i.e. 

2,6<J3 4 3 

2,619 

A 

0 

219 15 

0 

4. 

The Hon ’ble Sir B. P. Singh Hoy 

4,386 14 6 

5,763 

6 

3 

505 2 

0 

5. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibuil&h Bahadur, of Dacca. 

8,479 2 3 

6,366 

II 

0 

690 8 

9 

6. 

The Hon’ble Maharaja Sria- 
ehandra Nandy, of Cowrimbazar. 

3,560 9. 3 

* 

3,203 

1 

0 

622 15 

3 

7. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy 

3,124 12 6 

2,679 

13 

3 

746 6 

0 

8. 

The Hon ’bl»' Nawab Musharruff 

Horaain, Khan Bahadur. 

• 

3,607 10 9 

1 ,552 

12 

9 

99 6 

0 

0. 

The Hon ’ble Mr. P. D. Reikut .. 

m 4 

2,871 10 9 

2,724 

7 

0 

645 1 0 

0 

10. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. B. Mullick .. 

2,335 ll 6 

4,709 

12 

3 

344 4 

0 

11. 

The Hon’ble. Mr. Tamimddin 
Khan. *. 

Nil 

1 

697 

10 

0 

# 904 14 

0 

12. 

The Hon ’ble Mr. Kauaher All . . 

2,326 5 9 

1,171 

2 

3 

Nil 


12. 

The Han ’ble Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmed. 

Nil # 

439 

A 

6 

Nil 

• 
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Statement B, with reference to the reply to starred question No, 551, showing 
daily allowances drawn by each Hon'ble Minister from 1st April, 1937, to 
31st May, 1939. • 


Name. 

• 

1937-98. 

1938 39. 

i 

lit April. 1998 
to 3Ut |f mf, 
1939. 

! r * 


• 

Rb. 

a. 

P- 

Ra. 

a. 

p- 

Rb. 

a. 

p- 

1. 

The Hon’ble Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq. 

34? 

0 

0 

2,280 

• 

f 

0 

0 

630 0/0 

2. 

The Hon’ble Mr. N. R. Sarker . . 

112 

8 

0 

1,055 

0 

,0 

195 

0 

0 

3. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir Nazim- 
uddin, k.c.i.e. 

120 

0 

0 

440 

0 

0 1 

237 

0 

0 

4. 

The Hon’ble Sir B. P. Singh Roy 

15 

0 

0 

950 

« 

0 

255 

0 

0 

5. 

a 

The Hon’ble Nawab Khwaja 
Habibullah Bahadur, of Dacca. 

405 

0 

0 

1,410 

0 

0 

765 

0 

0 

6. 

The Hon'ble Maharaja Sris- 
chandra Nandy, of Coasirabazar. 

195 

0 

0 

640 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

7. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. Suhra- 
wardy. 

240 

0 

0 

625 

0 

0 

525 

0 

0 

8. 

The Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff 
Hoaaain, Khan Bahadur. 

45 

0 

0 

105 

0 

0 

105 

0 

0 

9. 

The Hon’ble Mr. I». D. Raikut . . 

45 

0 

0 

645 

0 

0 

225 

0 

0 

10. 

The Hon’ble Mr. M. B. Mullick 

120 

0 

0 

1,060 

0 

0 

300 

0 

a 

11. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Tamizuddin 
Khan. 


Nil 


245 

0 

0 

655 

0 

c 

12. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Nauaher Ali 

105 

0 

0 

Nil 


Nil 


13. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Shamauddin 
Ahmed. 

i * 

JL 


Nil 


660 

0 

0 

Nil 
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The Bengal Agricultural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1839. 

. The Hon’ble Mr. MUKlfNDA BEHARY MULLICK: .Sir, I beg 
to present the report of the Select Committee op the Bengal Agricul- 
tural Debtors (Amendment) Bill, 1939a 
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Draft ruta of the Bengal 'Legislative Assembly as made by the Rule* 

Committee. 

The Hoft’ble Khwa]a Sir NAZIMUDo’lN: Sir, I beg to move that 
the rules laid on the table be taken into consideration. 

- Jhe motion that the draft rules of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
as made tl^e Rules Committee be tiaken into consideration was then 
put afid agreed to.* 

N^Jr v SPEAKER: I % might, at this stage before these rules are taken 
into consideration, £xplaiif what has been agreed to by qll parties at 
several conferences which were held this nioruing and this afternoon. 
First of all there is a strong contention of opinion as to the legal and 
constitutional position, with reference to certain rules which the 
Governor may make in the discharge of his duties. The question of con- 
stitutional position of the House vix-a-rts the question of framing rules 
is a very important, constitutional question and 1 am not personally 
satisfied in my own mind as to whether the legal opinions on all the 
points which Government have taken are correct or not. Until and 
unless I am personally satisfied 1 think that it would not he proper for 
me to surrender the right to do without any protest on our part but 
in view of the fact that the position is still of an uncertain nature and 
that no proper legal and constitutional opinions have been taken, I have 
decided, attei* the session is over, to go over the whole matter as to. 
whether the House has the power not merely with reference to those 
rules which have been deleted but particularly with reference to our 
powers over the budget, as to what powers we have got and what the 
legal and constitutional position is. I propose to go into this matter 
in detail. Subject to that I hope that the House will he pleased to 
accept for the time being the decision of the Committee (namely, the 
deletion) which has been agreed to. 

• « 

I may also explain that there are < ertafn other points regarding the 
administration of the rules. I quite realize that we are still in the posi- 
tion in which we have not had sufficient experience in the matter. So 
far as the administration of some of the rules, particularly regarding 
“admissibility” and othlr departmental matters, is concerned, I pro- 
pose to go in^o this matter later. More than that is not necessary for 
me to nay at the moment. • 

There is one other matter which has been called by some as the * 
“massacre of .the innocents**, namely, that the present rules, are such 
that non-official Bills given notice of are very large in number that we 
don’t get any chance to discuss them. That is the present position. 
But the new rules will give us an opportunity to discuss Bills at least 
once a week, i.e., on Friday unless it is a Ijoiiday or*it is # not possible 
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to transact business for some special reasoq. In that case it will be 
adjusted between the Government and the Speaker, and in accordance 
with the rules made thereunder members will get much* betW chance 
now than before. There wili certainly be Bilip which- are not taken 
into consideration or which do not get even a chance of being intro- 
duced. Under our present rules mature things come first and naturally 
the immature things come last. That ig a matter which I propose M> 
look into personally with a vi^w to finding out suitable methods for 
placing before the House those. Bills which are considered to be^ really 
necessary or essential. 

There is just one other thing— I lt/ight say that it has been agreed 
to — which is a vital and an essential matter. I think that tlie % i^buse 
will remember that so far as these rules are concerned, rule 86 (1) 
empowers the Minister to object to any resolution and on that the dis- 
cussion of the resolution will be postponed. After a good deal of dis- 
cussion and struggle between the members on both sides, for the time 
being we have agreed that rule 86 (1) will stand as it is, but rule 86(2) 
will be amended in this form, namely: — 

“Immediately after a resolution is moved, the Minister in charge of 
the department to which the resolution relates may move that the ques- 
tion may at once l>e put without discussion and the Speaker after per- 
mitting the Minister and the mover ot the motion to make a brief expla- 
natory statement may, with or without consulting the House, as he 
may think necessary, put the question thereon without a debate”. 

Along with that it has been agreed to that the applicability of the 
rule to adjournment might be deleted. 

There is also another matter' which lias been agreed to, namely, 
that in a no-confidence motion where the consent of the Speaker is neces- 
sary for the very moving of it, it. has been objected to on the ground 
that it is a constitutional right of the House which should not ordi- 
narily be interfered with. In spite of the fact that there are very strong 
differences of opinion on both sides an agreed solution has been found, 
namely, that in the first part of section 102 of the draft rules the por- 
tion “with the consent of the Speaker” may he deleted, but that the 
consent of the Speaker will be necessary for the second part inasmuch 
as he has to decide whether the motion is in o ( rder or not. These words 
will be added after the word “order”, namely, “and is not an abuse of 
the procedure provided in sub-rule (/)”. * 

The suggestion is that after the word “order” in rule 102(i?) the 
following words may be added, “and is not an abuse of the procedure 
provided in sub-rule (7)”. In other words, the Speaker will not 
ordinarily interfere, but if he considers that it is an abuse of the rule 
then he can do it. It makes no difference, because the pifociple has 
ibeen accepted. v 
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I think, these are practically all. All the parties have discussed the 
matter and agreed that so far as the Government amendments are con- 
cerned, they will be qjoved and accepted* by the House without any 
division or discussion, and so tar as the other amendments are 
concerned, they will not be taken into consideration at this stage. 


Rule 1. 

Babu NACENDRA BATH 8SN* Sir, I beg to move that in rule 1, 
in 4 hl, the detinitiop of “Gazette” be restored. 

The motion was put antf agreed to. 


Rule 12. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 beg to move that 
the rule 12<i) be reinstated. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sn. with regard to amendment 
No. 11 in the name of Mr. Atul Krishna Ghose, we were given to 
understand that Sir Nazimuddin will give lus mind to it later on, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I will ask Sir Nazimuddin about it. 

Then, there is just a change which is necessary in rule 12(c), viz., 
“discuss any ruling or direction ot the Speaker except with the leave 
of the Speaker, or any order disallowing a question, resolution or 
motion”. It look* a* it without the leave ot the Speaker his ruling or 
direction cannot be discussed, but it seems that an order of the Speaker 
cannot be discussed in anv circumstances. In order to avoid it, it is 
proposed that the words “except with the leave of 4 he Speaker” should 
come before the word “discuss” in rule 12< r>. I think, it that is agreed 
to, I can put it before the House. 

The question is, that the words “except with the leave of the 
Speaker” in rule 12(c: b$ deleted from where it is and added at the 
beginning of rule 12(r). 

The .motion tfas then*put and agreed, to. 


Rule 18 A. 


Tht Hoft’blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that ' 

rule 18A be omitted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


16 
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Rule 19. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Sir, I be& to more that in rule 
19 (7), in line 4, after the word “answered” the following words be 
inserted, namely : — 

f 

“or Bills which for want oj time could not be introduced”. 

f i 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

c 

Rules 24 A and<24B. 

r 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sii, 1 beg to move that 
rule 24 A be omitted. 

1 also beg to move that rule 24B be omitted. 

The above motions were then put and agreed to 


Rule 31 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I beg to move t hat in rule dl, 
in line 2, the words "in his discretion” be deleted. 

The motion was then put and agieed to. 


Rifle 42. 

Babu NAGENDRA NATH 8EN: Sir. I beg to move that in rule 
42(7), in line 1, for the woid "on" the word "to" be substituted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to 


Rule 40. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN) Sir, I beg to move that 
in rule 4b, in line 11, the words "may be” be omitted. 

The motion was then put rnd agreed to. 


Rule 48. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg t<5 move that 
rule 48^2) be omitted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 
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Rule 53A. 

The Hon’ble Khwaj* Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that 
rule 53A be omitted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Rule 63B. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. 1 Lejr to move that 
ru be omitted . # • 

The motion ^was then put and agreed to. 


Rule 33t. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. 1 heg to move that 
rule o.'JC be omitted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to 


Rule 34 

The Hon’blp Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. 1 hep to move that 
suli-rule <") of rule -'4 he omitted. 

The mol ion «a- t hen ]>ut and ugieed to 


Huh ’>S 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. I beg to move that 
after rule d8o5) the following new sulwulr^be in«fgted, namely: — 

•;G) Copies of the report of a -elect committee may he made avail- 
able to memliers nud notice oj a motion under suh-rule <3) 
given before the report l- formally presented under sub- 
rule U)-'’ 

The motioli \*as then* put and agieed to. 


Rule 66 A. 


The Hon’ble Khweje Sir HAZIMUDDftl: Sir, I beg to move that, 
rule 66A be omitted. 

The motion wa- then pu* ahd a$r:eed to.* 
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Tha Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that 

in rule 70(2), in line 3, the words “the date when” be omitted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

c 

f Rule 79. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: $ir, I beg to moye^bhat 
in rule 79(2), in line 1, after the word “thereafter” the words *or on 
any subsequent occasion” be inserted. r 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Rule 86 A. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that 
rule 85 A be omitted. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Rule 86. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that 
rule 8 0{2) be omitted and that rtie following be substituted in its 
place, namely: — 

“( 2 ) Immediately after a resolution is moved, the Minister in 
charge of the department to which the resolution relates may 
move thatf the question may at once be put without discus* 
sion, and the Speaker after permitting the Minister and the 
mover to make a brief explanatory statement may, with or 
without consulting the House as he may think necessary, 
put the question thereon without a debate.” 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Rule 86 A. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir 'NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that 

rule 86 A be omitted. 

The motion vas then put and agreed to. 
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Bablf NACfENDRA NATH 8ENS Sir. 1 beg to move that rule 
97(2) be omitted. * 8 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 


Rule 102. 

.The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN : Sir, I beg to move that 
in nHe*ft)2(/), in lim*s *1 for the woids “in a Minister or a motion 
disapproving tfye policy of the Ministei in a particular respect" the 
words “in the Council of Ministers or in a particular Minister or a 
motion disapproving the policy oi a Minister in a partieulai respect" 
be substituted. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Sir N azimuddiu. will you please also move the 
short-notice amendment under this ruler' 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir. 

Sir, I also beg to mo\e that in rule 102(7). in lines d and 4, the 
words “with the consent ot the Speaker and” lie omitted, and that in 
rule 102(2), line 2. after the wold “oidei" the words, figure, and 
brackets “and is not an abuse of the pioceduie provided in sub-iule 
(1)" be inserted. 

The above motions were then put and agreed to. 


Rule 10’). 

$ 

Tho Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDlft: Sir, I beg to move that 
rule 105 be omitted. 


Rule 10$. 

Tht.Hon’tfla x'hwaja* 8ir NAZIMUQDIN; Sir, beg to move that 
rule 108 be omitted. 


Rule 109. 

♦ 

Tht Hdh'bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, beg to move that . 
rule 109 be omitted. 



230 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[12th Jitly, 


Rule 110. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir J4AZIMUDDIN: Sir, I b$g to move that 
rule 110 be omitted. 

Rule 112. 

« 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I b$g to, move tnat 
rule 112 be omitted. 1 1 

t 

Rule HI. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Si i, I beg to move that 
rule lid be omitted. f 

Rule in 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sn, I beg to move that 
rule lid be omitted. 

Rule 116 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir. I beg to move that 
rule 116 be omitted. 

Rule 124. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I beg to move that 
rule 124 be renumbered as rule 124 ( 1 ) and that the following new sub- 
rule be inserted thereafter, namely: — 

“(2) Subject to the provisions of these tules, the Speaker may by 
orders provide for the procedure and conduct of business 
(including quorum) at all Committees constituted under 
these rufl&s.” 

Xeir Rule 166. 

Tha Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN 7 Sir, I beg to move that 
the following new rule be added after rule 134, namely: — 

i r 

“135. These rules may bo called the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
4 Procedure Rules.” 

The above ten motions were then put and agreed to. 
o 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I take it that the other amendmenis are not 
moved. 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: •Sir, I beg to move that 
the draft rules of procedure for the conduct of business of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly under section 84<L of the Government of India 
Act, 1935, as 'framed by the House be passed. 

In this connection, Sir, I would like to express my most sincere 
thanks to the members of the Committee who have had to work very 
hard to frame these rules and what is. Sir, most important, and for 
"wfrtch I am sure the whole House will be very grateful, the discussions 
have Jieea conducted in a most thorough and businesslike manner and, 
at the same time, without any friction whatsoever and with a spirit of 
give and take which has enalded us to get these rul£s agreed upon 
without* a single di\i>ion a» far as 1 lernember. and I am extremely 
graceful to the members i^)i this. 1 would also like to express my 
thanks to the jnembeis of the House for kindh accepting the work of 
the Committee and especially b*r not insisting on moving amendments 
and allowing the thing to go through within such a short time. 

Babu NACENDRA NATH 8EN : The Connies* Party h always 
reasonable. (Laughter ) 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI : Will you kindly permit 
me, Sii . to congratulate the Government side on the reasonableness they 
have show*n in accepting the suggestions made b\ the Opposition in the 
Com mittee ? 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, though I urn not positive 
I think that there may be some inconsistencies 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I a»t us leave something for the future. 
(Laughter.) 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khawja Sir N&zitnuddin that the draft 
rules of procedure for the conduct ol lowness of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly under section S4<-/) of the Government of India Act, 1935, 
as framed by the Hou^e be passed, was <heu putt and agreed to. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 have got another 
amendment to move. 

Mr. SPEAKER: \Aat is it? Please move it. 

Thfc Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I l>eg tg move that 
the rules of procedure for the conduct of business ot the Bengal Ivegis- * 
lative Assembly under section H4<L of the Government of India Act, 
1935, as settled in the Assembly, shall be followed after the current 

session of the Assembly. § 

. 

The above motion was then put and agreed to. 



Mr. SPEAKERS I 'take it that it is also agreed that so far as the 
Privilege Bill is concerned, in this session Uhere will be nothing more 
than an introduction of this Bill. Government have given a definite, 
positive and categorical assurance that by the time the Jfssemlfly meets 
again in the next session, tlfey will be prepared with their views on 
it. To that I have agreed. I shall now ask Mr. Ashrafali to introduce 
the Privilege Bill. 

* ^ 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, will the rules be *ppjicable 
from the next session? * 

« 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 


The Bengal Assembly Powers and Privileges Bill, 1939. 

Mr. M. ASHRAFALI: Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce 
a Bill to regulate the powers and privileges of members of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I should adjourn the House now till 7-K> 
p.in. because there are certain matteis which have to be discuv«ed. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: May 1 submit, Sir. that there are 
two important motions pending — one relating to the privileges of mem- 
bers of the House to move freely in their respective constituencies and 
another relating to the jute matter. With regard to the jute matter, 
we had a discussion with Sir Nalimuddin this morning, and a draft 
resolution was handed over to him. May we know. Sir, if they can be 
taken up to-morrow? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have no objection. What is your opinion, Sir 
Nazimuddin? The Committed* will take some time and I find that 
it is a very important matter that we are considering. 

The Hon'bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Then we better meet 
again to-morrow, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 


Adjournment 

The House was then adjourned till 5 p.m. on Thursday, the 13th 
July, 1939, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled 
under, the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

' . « 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, 
the 13th July, 1939, at 5 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon 'Me Kftan Bahadur M. AziZCL Haqce, c.i.E.) 
in V^ft-ch air, 7 Hon 'hi* Ministers and 2U3 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

8taff of the Tropical 8chool. 

*555. M&ulvi AULAD H OSSA IN KHAN: ui) Will the Rouble 
Minister in chaige ot the Public Health and Medical Department bo 
pleased to lav on the table a statement showing the present nuwlier 
of— 

(1) Professors, 

(2) Assistant Protessois, 

(3) Research Workers, 

(4) Research Assistants, 

(5) Chemists, 

(6) Artists, 

(7) Radiographers, 

(8) Laboratory Assistants, 

(9) Ward Masters, 

(10) Animal Caretakers, 

(11 ) % Clerks, * ' 

(12) Typists, 

(13) Stenographers, 

(14) Cashiers, 

(15) Accountants, 

(16) librarians, 
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(17) Storekeepers, * 

(18) Mediarmakers, 

(19) Carpenters, and # 

(20) other menials including Durwans and Coolies, ' 

in the School of Tropical Medicine? 

(b) How many of them are — 

(1) Europeans, 

(2) Indian Christians, 

(3) Mussulmans, and 

(4) Hindus? 

* 

MINI8TER in charge of the PUBLIC HEALTH and MEDICAL 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): A statement 
is laid on the table. The statement includes the staff of the Endow- 
ment Fund and the temporal y staff of the Druy Testing Laboratory 
and the Medicinal Plants and Food PoUnn> Enquiry. 





QUESTIONS. 


[lam July, 




QUESTIONS. 


237 


1939.] 

Mr. 'PROMATHA RA*NJAN THAKURs With reference to the 
statement appended to the answer in which it is stated that there are 2 
Hindu technical Assistants and 1 Musliqi Technical Assistant and 13 
Hindu Research Assistants and 1 Muslim Research Assistant, will the 
Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if suitable candidates are not avail- 
able from the Muslim community or if the claims of Muslims have been 
superseded by Hindus? 

• * * 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 do uoi think the 

question of supersession of rlayns of anybody arises. The state of 
thKgs.is as shown in the table 

- ' ' . 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hon’ Me Minister 
be pleased to state if suitable candidates were not available from the 
Muslim community? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 would like to repeat the 
answer that the Hon’ble Chief Minister gave \csterday in reply to a 
question that that is the reason wh\ it has been found necessary to fix 
a communal ratio for the public services. 

Mr. PROMATHA RANJAN THAKUR: Will the Hon hie Minister 
be pleased to state the length of time these Muslim Assistants have been 
working in this department ? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: l want notice. 

Kurigram Protection Work. 

•555A. Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI : d) Will the 
Hon’ble Ministei in charge of the Communications and Works 
Department be pleased to state whether {\\e Kuiiftram town protection 
scheme consisted principally of slope cutting on the bank of the river, 
spreading of wire nets on the slopes cut and brick laying, or what 
technically is called brick-mattressing? 

(6) If so, whether it h a fact that slope cutting and wire net spread- 
ing operations weye completed and that hrick-mattressing over three- 
fourths. of the Hope hid been done before the protection work was 
stopped ? * 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Ministei be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the ^Government’s estimate for 
,Rs. 8-5,000 was an overestimate; 

(tt) that already in the purchase of materials there ha* been a 
saving of Rs. 5,000"; J 
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iiii) that the remaining work could be Wished with ‘the materials 
in the stock with only between rupees five ^thousand and 
rupees seven thousand ; and 

\ir) that the protection work hitherto done can be saved with 
Its. 500 only? 


(d) Is it in the contemplation of Government, to protect the wf!?E^ 
already done? * « « { 

if) If so, ^hat piecautionary measme do the Government intend 
to take in the matter? If not, win npt? 


if) Is the llon'ble Ministei aware — . ' < ^ / 

< < 

(?) that the contractor undid some work of protection in trying to 
disengage the bricks from wne nets; 


(ii) that as a result numberless bricks have been washed away; 

{ut) that the unprotected slopes cut at Go\ernment expense aie 
gradually gi\ing way owing to incessant showers; and 
(iv) that at the north end of the protection work a scour has been 
formed as then' is no anchoring arrangement? 


[<)) If the answer to i fmr) is in the atiii matuc. will the Uon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state what actum, if am, do the Government 
propose to take with regard to 1 1re scour mentioned? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS knd WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Maharaja Srischandra Nandy, of Cossim- 
bazar): to) Yes. 

(h) No. Slope cuttinu had been done for about ball the length, and 
a mattress laid ovei nearly a quarter ot the area before the work was 
stopped. 

(r) (?) and (■??,) The estimate included Its. 1*2,000 for a diversion 
cut. No substantial paving o,n the lest oi the estimate was expected. 

(?t?) No. 

(?r) No. 

(</ ) and {c) No. The attention of the honourable member is invited 
to my reply to the debate on the recent adjournment motion on this 
subject. 

(/) (?) and (n) I am informed that at some points bricks were 
« loosened o^ing to the breaking of wiie nets. 

(???) Yes. 

(??') A scour at the upper or northern end of the mattress is show- 
ing sign of progressive development. 

(g) Government do not propose to take any further action in this 

^connection. < % 
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* Amount of money paid to the Bengal Provincial Co-operative Industrial 
Society, Limited, for publicity, and propaganda. 


•MOB. Maulvi MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM: ui) Will the Hon'ble 
«^£inister in charge of the Co-operative Credit aud Rural Indebtedness 
Department be pleased to stale — 


. i • 

(t'J how much money was paid by the Government to the Bengal 
Provincial Co-operative Industrial Society. limited, College 
Street Market, Calcutta, for publicity and propaganda; and 

* . • , 

aT) what proportion oh the money has been spent in advertisement 
through Muslim papeis? 


^(b) Were an> piintiug mateiials oi stationen purchased from any 
Muslim firms? 


MINI8TER in charge of the CO-OPERATIVE CREDIT and 
RURAL INDEBTEDNESS DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Mukunda 
Behary Multjck): to on RM7-IS — Rs. *'• *>()() and UMS-dU — Rs. *1,500. 

<u) The mam icgulai agency toi the advertisement of society's 
products is co-operatm* journal " Himmler”. On ceremonial occasions 
such as I’ujali and Id ad\ ei n-iemenK ueie made through Hindu and 
Muslim papefr. It would he against the inteiest of the society to 
disclose the proportion of money ?q>eut on advertisement through Muslim 
papers. 

i M Yes. 


Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hou’hle Minister be 
pleased to state the amounts sanctioned ^.r tl>« 1 ‘ 1 li» i ] \ Azad” and the 
‘‘Montbh Mohammad i ?" 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SYED JALALUDDIN HASHEMY: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to strfte the nature of interest that will be jeopardised if the 
proportion of money spent on advertisement in different papers is 
disclosed ? . • 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Not so far as 

the amount spent is concerned, but as to bow much is spent on either 
class of papers which the directors feel it is not in the interest* of the 
society to disclose. 

f 
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Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSS: The Hon’ble Minister in His reply 
has stated that he was not willing to publish in the intereqfr o! the society 
the proportion of money spent on advertisement through Muslim papers. 
Sir, I have not asked regarding alj the Muslim papers. I have men- 
tioned the names of two specific papers, namely, the “Asad” and the 
“Mohammadi.” I do not think there cap be 

Mr. SPEAKER: It does no! arise out of the qqjestioh. < 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will, the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether any sum was spent on “Mohammadi” or “Azai?”/' 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question docs not arise. “ 

Mr. ATUL KRI8HNA CHOSE: Will the Hou’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the names of the papers iu which advertisements were 
published and the particular amount for the particular paper that was 
sanctioned ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: You put vour questions one after ano f her. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Sir, let the Bon'ble Minister reply 
to my first question. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have men- 
tioned one paper, namely, the co-operative journal “Bhander”, and 
have ulso indicated that on ceremonial occasions, advertisements are 
also published in other papers. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state if we are to understand that “Bhander” is the only 
journal in which the whole amount of Rs. 3.000 has been spent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: No. Sir. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what other papers receive advertisement? 

t: 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: For details 

I must ask for notice. 

Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state i* the “Mohammadi” or the “Azad” has received any 
^dverti Dement whatsoever ? 
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Th.4|m’M« Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULUCKl I am sorry, I 
cannot give tjjie details. 

Mr. 40CE8H CHANORA CUlfTA: fvili the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the interest and in what way the interest of the 
society would be affected if a full disclosure is made? 

Tty Hon’bto Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK : The customers 
of articles belong to all communities including Hindus aqd Muslims 
and the directors feel that it is Jo serve the interests of all the com- 
munities that advertisements should be properly made. So far as details 
are concerned, it is against the interest of the society itself to disclose 
them. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Complaints against the South Calcutta Co-operative Credit Society, 

• Limited. 

268. Mr. SATYA PRIYA BANERJEE : on Is the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the (o-operative ( red it and Rural Indebtedness 
Department aware — 

(?) that Babu Xibaran Chandra (Julia of 51, Sadananda Road, 
Kalighat, on the 19th dune, 19*17, complained in writing 
to the loiut Secretary of the Department denying his — 

(1) membership of the South Calcutta Co-operative Credit 
Society, Limited, and 

(2) execution of any bond to the society or its repayment 

on the 16th August, 1936*; * 

(ii) that he therein explained his connection with the society as 
having originated with certain transactions of the firm of 
Messrs. Begg Dunlop & Co. ; 

(m) that the said Nibarun Babu urged for a sifting enquiry into 
the alleged telsification of accounts, foigery and criminal 
misappropriation in the society ; and * 

(iv) that th$ said Nibaran Babu alleged collusion of departmental 
officers P 

(b) If Jhe answer to (a) is in the a&rmative, will the Hon'bW 
Minieter be pleased to state what action, if any, was t^ken on tty com- 
plaints referred to above? * 

17 
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Tf» Hon’blc Mr* MUKUNDA BEHARY MU LUCK* The 

honourable member is referred to the answer given to starred question 
No. 544 put by Mr. Satya Priya Banerjee on the 7th July, 193§. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer 
referred to in the reply, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stjfrfcf* 
what are the relevant papers submitted to the court in connection with 
the records of the society from which information is required ? ( 

t 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I woyld only 
refer the honourable member to the answers »that I*gave to some bf the 
supplementary questions on that date in which 1 indicated. that the 
society informed us that all account books and other papers dealing with 
the questions had been pending with the court. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I ask for your protection in 
this matter. The question relates to an application or rather petition 
by a certain gentleman sent to a Government Officer and that petition 
and the action taken thereon is the subject-matter of the enquiry. 
Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if that petition and the 
action that Government took thereon is now in the possession of the 
court P 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am extreme- 
ly sorry that I have not got the details before me. I do not know to 
what matter my honourable friend as referring. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'hle Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact that Babu Nibaran Chandra Guha of 54, * 
Sadananda Road, Kalighat, had sent to the Joint Secretary of the Co- 
operative Department a petition detailing certain complaints referred 
to in the question? 

I beg to submit that the Hon'ble Minister in charge wanted us to 
refer to a particular reply, but he himself is not ready with the reply as 
is his usual practice and is trying to delude us* as he is trying to delude 
himself. 

Mr. BREAKER: That is why you should never try. to delude any- 
body. (Laughter.) 

Yl» Hon’blt Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am extreme- 
ly sorry that I fyave not got anything about this particular petition in 
r my 
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Dr. 4ttlU«A1C8HA IXNYAL: Will the Hon’We Minister be 
pleased to st^te if he is aware that Babu Nibaran Chandra Guha’s 
application has not been submitted to ^he court or any mat tor in 
connection with the application is not a matter which is sub judicet 

Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK! I am not 

aware of it. 

• • 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble# Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a fact tltet after that application was sent, an 
enquirj^was held and a particular officer of the department, Mr. Suresh 
Ganguly, made an enquiry # into the allegations contained in the applica- 
tion ? • 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: 1 am not 

aware of it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The Hou'ble Minister, when the 
question was sent to him, ought to have been completely prepared with 
the answer a # s to what action Government took. If he is not aware, 
it is not my fault. He may say “yes”, or “no”. I would like to know 
whether the Hon’ble Minister is prepared with u complete answer in 
connection with this question? 

Th. Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: If ull the 

details are wanted I must have time to find all those things. The 
details are not here. 

a 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If ihe Hou’ble Minister treats the 
questions by the members of the Legislature like this, T seek your 
protection. 

Mr. SPEAKER; What is the que*fi#n of the 7th of July and 
what is the reply? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The reply is this that all the 
relevant papers and records of the society are before a court of justice. 
The information asked for is not available. 

• • f 

Thi Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: There is 

something mqre. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I be£ to submit that this question 
does not relate to any matter before any court; it relate# to a petition 
sent to the Government and tip? action Government rftight havtf taken 
in this connection. 
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Mr. SPEAKERS You can ft*k specifically as to '‘toMlfcer the 
application is before the court or not? 

« 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My first question was to that 
effect. 

« 

Mr. 8PEAKER. What wa* the reply? 

Dr. NALIKAK8HA 8ANYAL: The reply was that he did not 
know. f 

c ' ^ 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI; He ha* not come out 
with a reply. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The answer refers to the papers 
of the society, hut this application is not certainly a paper of the 
society. We would like to have a reply. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK;, AH that I 

can say is this that the conduct of this society has been called in ques- 
tion before a .court aud all the papers in this connection have been 
submitted to the court. I am, therefoie, unable to reply to this ques- 
tion without those papers. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question, as you will read from 
the printed list, refers to a particular petition sent to the Joint Secre- 
tary of the department and question (b> demands an answer as to what 
action, if any, was taken on the complaints referred to in that petition. 
I want only to know what the Government department have done; I do 
not want anything about the society at the present moment and the 
Hon’ble Minister ha* admitted that that portion is not sub judice. 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; That was 
in reference to the activities of the society and whatever action was 
taken with reference to the society. The papers relating to this are 
with the society and they say that as the court called for the papers 
they were compelled to surrender them. 

Dr. NALINAK8NA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, are you satis- 
fied with this reply? 

. \ - 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI t It is not a^ue*tion of 
being- satisfied with the reply. The question is whether you have been 
, able to make anything out of the reply. 
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TtopM’M* KHwaja *ir NAZIMUDDIN: ' I do not think these 
remarks ire fair at all. The petition relates to certain things that 
have taken l*ace in the society. To be able to verify and to report 
whether these things ore correct or not, it is necessary that the society's 
papers must be inspected. The society's papers are in the court. 
Therefore, it is not possible to give a reply unless and until these 
^^pers are returned. I think the answer is absolutely cleai and 
relevant. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am glad Sir Nazimuddin huseexplniued the 
matter, but I think in the circumstances the proper reply should have 
been Either Government has received the letter or has not received 
the letter, and the basis of the allegation in that letter could not be 
ascertained in view of the fact that the papers aie in the court. 

Df» NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I would like to know on what 
date the papers have been submitted to the eouit. because the date of 
the application is 9th June. 19TT— two years ago. Our difficulty i« 
that for two long years the petition which was submitted to Govern* 
meut and which was certainly dealt with in the manner in which 
Government •pleased has not been disposed of. The only question is 
what action Government has taken. Ma\ I know on which date the 
papers referred to have been sent to the court ? 

The HonUle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am sorry 
1 do not know the exact date when these papeis were sent. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: About what time; about what 
period ? 

(No reply.) 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is * t a fact •that it was sent only 
about six months back. 

The HonWe Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK!* It was sent 

from the society to the*court. Government had nothing to do with 
it. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: l/it a fact that these papers were 
aent to the court only about a fortnight back and that after the receipt 
of the question by the department? 

The Mfcrtle Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I do not 

know it. 
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Dr. NAUMAKSHA'SANYALI Mr. Speaker, Sir, I wanted to 
know whether the Hon’ble Minister had any information dB which 
he could deny this statement. 

• • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He says that he has no information to deny this 
fact. 

« 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir N$ZIMUDDIN: The matter is obvious. 
The Hon’ble Minister cannot have any information, becausfe the 
society, even i{ we accept Dr. SanyaPs contention, sent the papers to 
the court and sent Government a reply <saying that the papers had gone 
to the court. How can the Hon’ble Minister know all the details}? 

t, * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: From the Cabinet’S point of view 
Sir Nazimuddin has put forward an argument, but I think he is 
arguing a very bad case. May 1 know from Sir Nazimuddin 

Mr. 8PEAKER. That remark is applicable to many of us. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: This question relates to an applica- 
tion sent to the Government, to a department of Government, as early 
as 19th June, 19*17. The papers of the society are not at all relevant 
to this question. What action Government has taken in connection 
with the subject-matter of the question? 

Mr. 8PEAKER : Your point, I understand, is that in view of the 
fact that the application was sent on the 19th June, 19*17. you want 
information from Government a* to whether since then till the date on 
which the papers were sent any sleps were taken or not. 

Raj HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Exactly so. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I hope, Mr. Mu Hick, you will make it clear. He 

i * 

says • 

(At this stop? Mr. Atul Krishna Uhose interrupted.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Ghose, your conduct is hope- 
lessly unparliamentary. I am surprised to see the growth of a tendency 
of .speaking when I am on my legs. You are also speaking when I am 
addressing the House and thus you are entirely obstructing the proceed- 
ings of this Hoiise. If this thing occurs in the next session, I will 
have no other alternative but to turn you out of the House. 

The point, as Dr. Sanval says, is that this application was sent on 
the 19th of June, 1937. The question is whether since then till the 
date on which the papers were sent to the court, any steps were taken 
by thd department. 
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TIM Hon’ bit Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLIGK: For a 

specific? *reply I must have notice. 

, X 

Mr. 8IBNATH B^NERJEE: I would like to hear what was the 
remark made by the Speaker to Mr. Ghose. 


Mr. SPEAKER: I refus* to prive an explanation. 

Mr. 9IBKATH BANERJEE: I want no explanation. Sir, but 
information. 

Mr. # 8PEAKER: Order, order. 

• • 

mV atul KRI8HN)v chose: w hat remarks did I pass, t 
myself do not # know, to warrant such a warning frmu you. Si r y 

Mr. 8PEAKER* It n not a question of remarks. When I was 
trying 1 to explain a question put by your party there were interruptions 
from you and you were talking to the Hon'ble Minister from that side 
in a manner which could never he supported. You can very well 
understand that when I am trying to explain a question which has lieen 
put from y<jur side, any interruption from urn is not in consonance 
with what is required of a member of this House. 


Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: M ay I request you to consider 
whether the* expression which slipped through vour lips that you 
would turn a member out is proper Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER : I am sorr\ ioc it It was slightly more than it 
should have been. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer 
which has been given by the Hon'ble Minister that he wants notice 
regarding Mr. Suresh Ganguli's report# will tlit Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased to state if he will at the same time enquire whether the 
allegation referred to in question un</r>, viz., that there was some 
collusion of departmental officers was rejorted or not!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. IflUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: If my 

honourable friend de^ir^s, I shall certainly look into it. 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if be will enquire if Moulvi Bed.ir Bux, Auditor and 

brother-in-law of the Registrar, is the officer referred to^ 

* 

The Hta’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I am sorry. 

Sir, I could not say that. 
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Affairs of South Calcutta Co-operative 'Credit Society, Mo. 

268 A. Mr. DHIRENDRA NARAYAN MUKERJl/(a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Co-operative * Credit Department be 
pleased to state whether two officers of the Co-operative Department 
were suspended out of the encashment and accounting in the Bengal a 
Co-operative Officers’ Credit Bank, Limited, of a crossed cheque of 
Rs. 2,500, dated the 1st February, 1935, drawn on the Bengal Qentral 
Bank, Limited (Harrison Road Branch), by Mr. Kaifas Chandra Chakra- 
varti in favoui* of the South Calcutta Co-operative Credit Society, 
Limited ? * 

(b) Did the proceeds of the encashment' of the cheque reach the 

payee society? •' 

(c) If so, how and when? 

(d) If the proceeds of the cheque did not reach the payee society 
what steps have been taken in the matter? 

(e) Did the Bengal Co-operative Officers* Credit Bank, Limited, 
invest Rs. 500 or any other sum in December, 1935, in the South Calcutta 
Co-operative Credit Society, Limited ? 

(/) If so— 

(t) when; and 

( ii ) whether it was done with the sanction of the Registrar? 

(g) If the sanction of the Registrar was not obtained what are the 
reasons ? < 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The 

honourable member is referred to the reply given to Starred Question 
No, 543, put by Mr. Satya Priya Banerjee on the 7th July, 1939. 

i , 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state in connection with which particular case the files 
referred to have been sent to court and to what court ? 

The HoiYble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY ttfULLICK: In connec- 
tion with a suit that has been brought against the sooiftv by one of the 
depositors, all these papers have been submitted to the court. " 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Here the allegation is about two 
officers of the Co-operative Department having encashed from the 
Bengal Co-operative Officers Credit Bank a crossed cheque for Rs. 2,500. 
May^ I enquire if this matter has been brought before the court and 
these two officers concerned have been .proceeded against oritninally? 
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Thi Hett’ble Mr. MUgUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: The subject- 
matter ,*ag I find it here, is before the court but not anything against 
the offiqers. * 


• * 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA BOSE:. Will the Hon’ble * Minister be 
pleased to state to which court these paper* have been sent? 


■> • 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA # BEHARY MULLICK: I am 

extrefnely sorry, Sir, that it i* not possible to disclose the name of the 
court at this stage, hut my friend Dr. Sanval knows vjiich murt it is. 

• 

Mr.* BAR AT CHAHDRA B08E: T lie question is mine and 1 am 
not concerned witli wh;?t Dr. Sanval knows. Surely the TTon hie 
Minister ongW to he able to tell the House to which court the papers 
have been sent. 


The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICKl With regard 
to the nature of the suit, the suit is b\ a depositor against the society. 


Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Which court? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: With regard 
to the name of the court, I feel that it aid not he in the public interest 
and in the interest of Hie society to disclose the name. 

Mr. 8AR*AT CHANDRA B08E: 1 submit with great respect to 

the Hon hle Minister that the answer is outrageous that it is not to the 
public interest to state in which ocyirt t he papers ure. 1 do not know 
il the Hon’ble Minister realises what he is saying. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is for you to say, Sir. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 hope you will agree that it is for me to inter- 
vene only to the extent that answers are brought to the House, hut as 
you know, the Speaker is helpless as to the manner and method in 
which the answers are given. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to stat^#what .interests will be affected if information regard- 
ing papers being sent to a particular ^ourt which holds it^f sittings in 
public is givep in tbis House? i 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, the 

allegation is against the management of*tbe society. 

Hr. NALINAK8HA 8ANXAL: No, n<j. 
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Th« Hon’bl. Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK:,. I feel, 

therefore, Sir, that to disclose anything that affects the suit will not 
l>e in the interest of the public. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAU0HURI: Even the mention of 
the name of the court? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYKL: Is it a fact that the Divisional 
Auditor, Burdwnn Division, and Vice-President of the Bengal Co- 
operative Officers* Credit Bank at AVi iters’ Buildings and Circle 
Inspector, Calcutta, and Secretary of the said Officers’ Bank w£rp both 
suspended in connection with this allegation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir. I can 
only mention this tliat the two officers were implicated in this matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, my question was definite: 
were these two officers under suspension? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Yes, they 

were. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a tact that one was suspended 
on the Tth July, 1937, and the other was suspended on the 21st 
November, 1937 ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, I am 
sorry I cannot give the exact dates. 

Dr. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the Hindu officer 
was suspended 4 months earlier than the Muslim officer? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: I have 
already stated that I have not got the exact dates. 

u. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state how long did these suspensions continue ? 

< 

Th. Hon’bl* Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: Sir, till the 
enquiry against them was finished. 

«' * 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: When was the enquiry finished 
and wfiat was the enquiry ? 
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Th. Hwi’bl. IN’. MUKUNDA BEHARY fcULLICKi I am tony 

I cannot give the exact date when the enquiry was finished, but the 
result was that nothing wrong was found in the conduct of these two 
officers. 

Mr. 8ARAT CHANDRA B08E: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
.pleased to state whether ^e is prepared to change places with 
Dr. Kalinaksha Sanval? 

• • * . 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Y oil don't want me to reply to y ! 

• 

D|.*NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state if it is a*fact that the enquiry (xmdueted in this ixm- 
nection revealed completely the guilt of these two officers and that 
they were made to refund the amount involved Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not ati>e. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The llon’ble Minister said that 
they were found “not guilty” and therefore tin* quest iou arises for 
eliciting further information. 

Mr. SPEAKER; 1 think he ha* given a clear answer. 

Dr. NAUNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ms question was whether a 
crossed cheque for Rs. 2,500 was encashed b\ these two officers and 
taken away by them. 

• 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You can ask that specifically. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether in the course of the findings the encashment 
of a crossed cheque for Rs. 2.500 v.ts fftynd to he a fact as mentioned 
in the question Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK; I do not 

think so. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: U the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that his answer is completely beyond the facts? 

The Hon f ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: No. 

Dr. tfALINAKBHA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state the basis of his answer? # 



282 QUESTIONS. t 1 *** ****, 

TIM Hon’bl. Mr. mUkUNDA SENARY jRULLICK: The ba«. of 

my answer is the report of the enquiry. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 3ANYAL: Will the 'Hobble Minister .be 
pleased to place a copy of that enquiry report on the table? 

The Hon’ble Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: That being* * 
a departmental matter it is treated as confidential and the report cannot, 
therefore, be placed on the table. 

f 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minio^r be 
prepared to show the report to the Hon’ble^Speakbr so that he may 
find out if the statement made by him is correct? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 refuse to see it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the Hon'ble Minister is mak- 
ing a lying report. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You cannot say that. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: May 1 rw» to a point of order, 
Sir? May I know whether the honourable member is justified in 
calling it a lying report ? # 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I substitute the word “inaccurate” 
for “hing”. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I am in possession of the 
House. Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to know if the adjective that he has 
used is in proper form. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is frhy 1 said immediately that he wag not 
in order. 


Discussion on Jute Ordinance. 

Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: On a point of information, Sir. 
In the beginningof this session when the Jute Ordinance question was 
raised, we were assured that a day would be fixed for its discussion, 
but it has not been done so far. May we know whether that assurance 
is going to be put into effect ? 

< 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sure you were not present on the occasion 
when I* gave my decision on that question. I decided on the legal 
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tv' . 9 

i**W, aqp. said, so far *s4hat is conoerned, a motion of that character 

ia conneetiOir with the Jute Ordinance was not in order. I also said 
that if tf suitable motion were tabled, I might have no objection to it. 
More than that I eanndt say at present. * 

Hf« 8IBNATH BANERJpE: Sir, my submission is that regard- 
ing the adjournment motion I know that was your ruling, but on that 
occasion the Hon’ble the Chief Minisfer assured us that a day would 
be fixed for its discussion. 

Mr.NIHARENDU DyTTA MAZUMDAR: Sir, 1 submit it is 
the constitutional right to have an Ordinance passed by the Governor 
placed before this House. The Minister concerned has deprived tkiH 
House of its constitutional right of having the .Jute Ordinance placed 
before it at the earliest possible opportunity. May we know what 
protection this House can get against this sort of circumventing a 
constitutional provision by the Minister? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Dutta Mazumdar, I am very glad that you 
have raised this point. 1 Mieve you realise that in all matters poli- 
tical, just as there is a political duty, there is also a constitutional 
responsibility. I take it that it is a constitutional responsibility of the 
members to come to the House in time to hear what decisions are taken. 

I have given my ruling on this point long before and I hope that will 
completely satisfy you, Mr, Dutta Mazumdar, if you will only go 
through it. 


Privilege motion. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir. I hep to move that this 
Assembly is of opinion that Govern ment should take necessary steps to 
ensure freedom of movement of meml>ers of the Legislature in the 
province of Bengal, specially in their respective constituencies. 

This motion I have claimed to be a privilege motion because, Sir, 
you Have in the draft Privilege Bill provided something of a similar 
nature,. My motion relates to something so fundamental that I hope 
this will be adopted by all sections of* the House without *any opposi- 
tion. It affects the rights and privileges of each and every individual 
Member of tliis House, as much of those in the Opposition as of the 
members of the Coalition Party, and on {be face of it, it might appear 
to be so- fundamentally axiomatic that probably a motion of this 
character would appear wholly unnecessary. The circumstances that 
hive rendered it otherwise nu&> however, he stated v,ery tpriefy ^ 
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« 

Tin Hon’bli Khwija tir NAIIMUDDINr On a point order, 
Sir. I believe, this is a privilege motion : and, if so, I m$ve that it be 

referred to the Privileges Committee without a speech. 

• • 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, the question is that there are 
certain important matters of privilege which are being constantly 

infringed. In this connection I think 

c * # 

Mr. SPEAKER: I hope, I)r. Sanya], you will be very brief. 

« , 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 will only place certain facta 
which have compelled me to move this motion, and £ do not understand* 
why the Hon’ble the Home Minister is so anxious to avoid a debate 
or discussion on a matter of such character unless it is in public interest. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a matter of procedure, Sir. It is a 
convention of this House that if a member moves a privilege motion, 
it has to be sent to the Committee of Privileges and does not require 
any speech in support of that. Onh , as you have said, he might make 
an explanatory statement, nothing beyond that. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have asked I)r. Sanyal to give only a brief 
explanatory statement and 1 hope he will he really brief. Immediately 
after that I will call upon Sir Nazimuddin to speak. 

Thi Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAXIMUDDIN: This is a question of 
principle, Sir. 1 want to tm*clear about it. Since we do not know 
what privileges are being infringed, is it permissible tor anybody to 
bring in a motion like this and debate on it Y 1 admit that the motion 
can be moved as a privilege motion which will then go to the Privi- 
leges Committee where it will be decided whether it is a privilege 
motion or not. The subject-matter is extremely debatable as to 
whether it is *' 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 do not know, but 1 know of precedents where 
books not available from the Library are matters for a privilege motion. 
In any case, I do not want to have a debate except a statement as to 
why he wants to have this motion taken up. If Dr. Sanyal is not 
allowed to make an explanatory statement in this Hous6, the Priyilegeg 
Committee t.dll be deprived of knowing the reason as to why he wants 
1 this matter to be considered. But he cannot certainly make any detail- 
ed reference ; and if there is an individual occurrence, he cannot discuss 
that also. * 

4 * 

• Dr. JtALINAgSHA SANYAL: Sir. I was inclined to make a 
very brijrf observation in connection with my motion, but unfortunately 

d ' 1 Vi 
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sft«r attitude that ha* been taken by the Hon’ble the Home Minia- 
ter and his supporters, I feel that it would be stultifying the privileges 
of this House itself if we accept the so-called convention, and when 
that convention was cheated, I do not know— the convention that a 
motion involving important matters like the rights and privileges of 
, Souse should be at once referred to the Committee and not debated 
upon in this House. 

Thi Hon’ble Kftwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a point of order, 
Sir. This is most important, and under the circumstances I object to 
the moving of this resolution altogether, because it creates a very 
4&ngetous practiceMhat a*»\ motion can be brought as a privilege 
motion withoiil being established as to whether it is a privilege motion 
or not. 

Mr, SPEAKER* 1 think. Sir Nazimuddin, you can rest assured 
that in a matter like tin* the Speaker luis to decide as to whether the 
motion is a privilege motion or not. In the Privilege Bill itself there 
is something like that tour lung the question of future privileges. If 
the argument is that there can be no motion of privilege like the pre- 
sent one on the ground that such privileges are not existing, you 
will never be able to discus* what may be claimed in future to be a 
matter of privilege. So, it we want to have a right which we have 
not at present, a motion oi this nature should be discussed briefly 
before it is referred to the Privilege* Committee. Whether that right 
will be given or not is certainly for fhe^ House to consider. As I have 
already said, there will be only o^^rt speech by Dr. Sanyal 
without any reference to any incident whatsoever except generally a* 
to why he thinks this motion is necessary in the interests of the 
members of this House. 

Oft NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir,^I will certainly bow down ta 
your ruling with the submission that it might be a matter of convenience 
for this particular date, but it might not be stated as a convention 
created in this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I stall consider that. 

Dr.*NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Si/, 1 submit that it is^ot a ques- 
tion of consideration. When you give your ruling we shall be glad * 
to»know the particular rule under which you are giving the ruling in 
this particular matter. The Hon’ble the Home Minister has raised an 
important ^question of principle. 1 would ^ike to know from him under 
what rule he has raised his point of order. 1 submit^ Sir, that he has.* 
no rule to back him up. 0 
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Mr. SPEAKER: W*ill you speak now oik the motion ? 

Dr, NALIHAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, Sir. I submit, Sir, that this 
motion arises out of an adjouAment motion that 'was given notice of — 
an adjournment motion which could not be moved as the Hon’ble the 
Speaker did not think fit to give his consent. Thereafter as this ques- 
tion involved certain rights of members *of the Legislature, I had to 
bring it up as a privilege motitfj. The subject-matter at this lpotion 
is very simple. I will read out the written statement which was 
submitted in connection with the adjournment motion, which will make 
the position very clear. It runs thus:' “On the 5th and 6th Jjily last 
notices have been served on Mr. A. M. A. Zyman, «m.l.a., Mr. Sibnatll 
Banerjee, m.l.a., and Mr. Syed Xausher Ali, m.i..a., ansi’ others under 
orders, dated the 5th July, 1939, of the District Magistrate of Hooghly 
prohibiting them from entering into the jurisdiction of Bhadreswar 
police-station and from taking part in any public or private meeting of 
any sort within the area for a period of two months. The area in 
question is within the constituency of Mr. A. M. A Zaman, and he 
happens to he closely associated with Labour organizations and Con- 
gress institutions there. As such Mr. Zaman is required to stay there 
and meet workers in connection with various matters including those 
of office routine. The election of Congress Primary Committee in the 
area takes place by the 15th July, and the reports of the trade unions 
of which Mr. Zaman is the Secretary have to be submitted by the 31st 
July. The other Assembly members mentioned are also intimately 
associated with Labour and peasant welfare work. An executive order 
of the District Magistrate, ^b^ch is not in connection with any sub 
judice case, not only infringed A* civil liberties of citizens generally 
hut also Interferes with the legitimate privileges of members of the 
Legislature to move about freely in the province.” ' - 

Hence this privilege motion is moved. I will now read out the 
actual order itself *■ t 

i. 

, Mr. SPEAKER: That is not necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir. it is only a question of fact. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessary to readmit. I* is not necessary 
for you to read the details. All that we have to be satisfied with 'is that 
wit is a jnatter of privilege. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: But in order to develop my points, 
X submit, Sir, that it is necessary. 

Mr.* SPEAK Eh: No, it is not necessary. 
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Or. ^ALIMAKSHA ftANYAL: It will show that an absurd order 
of that character could never be passed by a judicial officer, 

Mr. SPEAKER. “^That does not arisfc here. 

Mr, 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U. On a point of order, Sir. Can it 
not be argued that this order constitutes an infringement of the privi- 
leges gof the Members of this House? • 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a separate matter. If you ruise the ques- 
tion ^infringement pf the privileges of members ot this House, you 
will have to bring in a separate motion. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: So far as I)r. Sunyul’s motion is 
concerned, this motion is necessan to ensure freedom of movement of 
members of the Legislature. Now an officer of the Government has 
passed an order which constitutes an infringement of tire right ot 
freedom of movement and therefore — ■%-. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Is there any such right!' 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That i< an inlu ‘rent right, Sir, as 
the Speaker has some inherent rights. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, I don’t think so. 

Mr. 8ART08H KUMAR BASUl Are we to understand, Sir, that 
a member ha# no such right? 

Mr. 8PEAKER; That in a fact whirl) lias to be established. 

4 9 

Y 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I submit, Sir, that this order 
itself shows that. 

Mr. SPEAKER’ Tl*e Privileges Committee will consider that. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BA8U: How can they conahjp it if this 
order is not placed before the House? 

• 5 

Dr. NALlNAKSHA SANYAL: This^order, Sir, is an order of the 
District Magistrate. It is not defamatory and it does not refer to 
anything which can be considered to be unparliamentary. I will not* , 
tate much time of the House fo read it ; I shall simpjy reqd it out. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I am follo^ng a pj^nciple, ajid it is 
on that principle that I have tried not to restrict the debate. If you 
read Ihe order, it will be discussing the order of a Magistrate which 
is entirely irrelevant in this caffee. You have given the details, and* that 
is quite enough for„your purpose. If you have got any nther argu- 
ment as to why you consider it necessary to bring in a privilege motion 
you can develop your points on that, but it is not necessary at all to 
read t lie order of the Magistrate n 


Dr. NALInAkSHA 8ANYAL: AH right, Sir. 1 submit, Sir, 
that any member of this Legislature who means to serve his- consti- 
tuency and the province properly has got tv> go tY> his constituency, 
meet the rate-payers and the other people of the area, ascertain their 
views, try to educate them in different matters and thereby create a 
healthy spirit of citizenship, which is so much needed under demo- 
cracy. If as of old, members remain cut off from their constituencies 
and' society generally, they cannot possibly reflect the desires and 
demands of the public properly js they ought to do under a demoora ic 
G overnment. As you are all aware, Sir, Hon’ble Ministers themselves 
have felt it- necessary to go about from one part of the country to 
another not merely to do any administrative work there, but generally 
to investigate into questions of public importance and to mix with the 
people and meet them and discuss various matters of public interest. 
As such it. is only fair and necessary that members of the Legislature 
should also be given similar freedom of Movement. 

It may be argued, Sir, that the presence of a particular member in a 
particular place or in a particular jurisdiction may lead to exc,tem *‘“ ■ 
Similarly, it may be argued-and it -may be proved to be a fact-that 
ihe presence of certain Hon’ble Ministers also leads to exilement and 
mav lead after excitement to certain matters winch haveto be dragge. 
in*> coufifs of law as was demonstrated iu the case ot Pabna. 

T, w, been proved that when certain members of certain political 
organizations go about they have some amount of following in that 
area who flock around and meet them and discuss various *»«•<«»». 
If merely the matter of meeting frightens executive officers, then, Sir,. 
I submit no popular Government can possibly run. I submit, Sir, 
that in this particular order private and public meetings of any kind 
whatever have l»een banned and honourable members ^ve Wen ordered 
not to enter into a particular zone as a whole, although, Sir the High 
' Court in their wisdom have definitely given a ruling that the use of 
section 144 in such cases was never contemplated. In fact, section 144 
can be utilized only for a specific place and a particular purpose. 

Mr APEAKEB: I am afraid, Dr. Sanyal, you are not speakfug on 
, .ymr privilege motion. Yrfu are only discussing section 144. ^ 
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Dr.'JfALINAK&HA 9ANYAL; 1 submit, Sir, that such weapons 
have been used to infringe the privilege of members — a privilege to 
move about freely in their respective constituencies. In general, I 
submit, Sir, that wh^n a member is elected to this House, the member 
has got not merely his own constituency in the particular locality to 
, account for, but he has also to look after the interests ot the whole 
province and, therefore, I bftive claimed that Government should see 
that a n^emf^r of the Legislature iuu) freely move about without hin- 
drance throughout the length and breadth of this province. 1 have 
thereafter submitted as a very special case that in particular the free- 
dom of movement in the partfcular constituencies of members which 
under* no circumstitficfes cguld be doubted to be a valuable privilege and 
a necessity— y.iat privilege may not be in t ringed. If Government feel 
that there is any overt criminal act that is likely to take place, Govern- 
ment have weapons enough — law empowers them with sullit ient autho- 
rity — to intervene and to take such legal steps they may think neces- 
sary. But before any such things happen, it is extremely unfair* 
undignified and absolutely contiary to democratic pi act ice to prevent a 
member from going to any part which he leprcsents and in any part 
for the administration ot which he has got to take some responsibility. 

I submit, fcir, that the Government should he pleased to accept my 
motion, because t lie motion lelates to a \eiy fundamental question ot 
the right of a member, and 1 also hope and claim that eveiy one of 
this House will lend my motion his or her unqualified support. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Si i, 1 beg to move as an 

amendment that this motion be letened to the Priuleges ('oimuittee. 

• 

I shalt try to lie very brief, as you have directed, in stating my 
reasons as to wh\ I think that this should go to the Privileges Com- 
mittee. To begin with, as tar as 1 know, so far the jrrivileges that 
have been claimed by the members of the Legislature have always been 
to ensure their freedom to attend meethyrs of fife legislature., I have 
not come across any claim that they -hould 1m* ensured freedom to visit 
their constituencies even if there is a likelihood of a breach of flu* peace 
^*on account of that visit. Government have all along ensured complete 
freedom to members t<* visit their constituencies, but in rase where it 
is definitely felt that the visit of an honourable niemlrcr may lead to 
serious breach the krw, then and then only Government officers have 
taken eKeps to prevent that visit. As f far as that j>articul§r member is 
concerned, if he has got any grievance he can always appear before th# 
officer and show cause why the order should not Ire cancelled and if 
he is not satisfied, he has got the right to appeal also before the High 
Court. So, Sir, there is no reason to believe that the Executive Gpv- 
ernment can successfully prevent a member from going to his const 
tueney if there is no justification for it > 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: A meuifter of the Legislature has 

no special right apart from other members of the public? 

The Hon’ble KfttKja Sir NftZIMUODIN : Quite. It is always sub- 
ject to the fact that his visit is not going to lead to a breach of the 
peace. Therefore?, I* feel that it should be referred to the Privileges 
Committee. 

( r 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What about the Hon’ble Ministers? 

f 

The Hon’hle Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDOIN: If the visit of a Minister 

is likely to cause a breach of the peace and the loed officers think so, 
there is no reason why he should not be prevented from Aoing so. But 
I may t ell you that Ministers do not behave in that fashion. 

The amendment of the Hon 'hie Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin that the 
motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanval, namely, that this Assembly is of 
opinion that Government should take necessary steps to ensure freedom 
of movement of members of the Legislature in the province of Bengal, 
specially in their respective constituencies, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Privileges, was then put and agreed to , 


Message from the Council. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We have got a message from the Council. Secre- 
tary will read it out. 

The Secretary then read out the following message: — 

t 

“The Council at its meeting held on the 13th July, 1939, took into 
consideration and agreed to the Calcutta Municipal ( Amendment) Bill, 
1939, as settled iu the Assembly on the 10th July, 1939.” 


Infringement of Privilege of the House. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, may I bring to your notice 
another matter which in our opinion infringes the privilege of this 
House? You are aware that a Finance Bill fai introduced and that it 
was partly gone into in this House, hut that Bill has not been brought 
either to a conclusion or withdrawn. The report goes that now Gov- 
ernment haV* decided to deal with the matter by executive orders. 
r l am just placing this fact before you to know whether after the intro- 
duction of a legislation in this House, without either withdrawing or 
carrying it to its conclusion, the matter could be dealt with in the exe- 
cutive capacity of the Government. When a Bill is moved in the House, 
the matter is in ppssession of the members of the House and whether 
Jfont legislation sl?puld be passed or that legislation should be vetoed 
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• 

is a nft*tter,‘I shbmit, wuthin the privilege ot this House. I am refer- 
ring to thig*matter because thare is the question of additional re\enue 
or the question which possibly will appall to tho'nuyoritv ot the House, 
viz., of stopping an admitted gambling. A derisum one way or the 
other ought to !>e taken. 1 do not mint to. refer to whispers amt 
rumours about the conduct j>f this mutter. But I only want to know 
whether the Government are entitled not to proceed in the matter when 
it isfthtf property, of the House and t<f pass executive orders to continue 
till the next session of the House or to do w hntevcr ^they 1 i kt'. 

• 

M* SPEAKER: ( So far ns the question ot privilege of (he House 
is concerned, it it'verv difficult tot me to give an otl-hand answer, but 
as tar as I ltove been able to see to this j*>int, 1 find that there is no 
such thing by which I can compel the II on’ hie Ministers to proceed 
with the Bill, it t hey do not want Jo. On t 1m* other hand, theie is a 
precedent when a Bill has been passed in the second reading and Gov- 
ernment have not moved fin ilsjtfni rending tliere is that east*. In 
any ease, that question I cannot settle until the rules are settled, I 
will not do anything further in the matter. 


Committee of Privileges in the matter of Mr. Abdur Rahman 8ickliqi’e 

Allegations. 

• * 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before the proceedings ot the House are brought 
to a close, l will onlv reter to the ease hnmght n\ by Mi. AIhIiii 
K uhnian Siddiqi which was referred to the Committee of Privileges. 
Unfortunately, one ot the mciulris lett India and therefore the report 
could not* be signed, but the decision of the coiniiiitf^’* — " as 1 think, it 
is only fair that I should communicate it to the House that the question 
brouglit in by Mr. Ahdur Kahman Si<i<liqi he diopped, in view of the 
fact that Khan Bahadur Xyed Abdul llatecz vjm was a ver \ material 
witness is no more. In view pi the report of the committee which I 
have verbal I\ communicated to the House, nanielv . that the matter be 
dropped and not proceeded with, do I take it that it is the pleasure of 
the House that this matter be not pioceeded with? ( Nobody lose from 
his seat.) There beinft no objection, that matte! is dropped. I think, 
it is only fair that, as Speaker of the House, I should sty that in view 
of the ' matter being dropped, n<* blame wlmtsoevei attaches to 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, so fai as that question is coftf erned. J 
• Before i conclude, T must thank the nieiiilira for their very long stay 
in Calcutta. Thev have been out from the mufassal for a very long 
time. I can assure the House that this* has been a most trying session 
for us. Possibly the temperature, the length of the session, ouj 
nerves-— all have* been responsible for a liule ruffle here and tliere, but 
1 Lope, members will forgive ami forget that and g<f back? with the 
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of feeling* and come back with the heat of feeling *. ' They hrtVe dis- 
charged very responsible duties, i thiak that something real has been 
done by this House This sesstjto 4o ameliorate ^he condition oi- the 
people in general. critici^pi of fee conduct of executive officers 

here has helped tc^£pe|te a hedtthy atmosphere. One can have an idea 
of the amount vrfsWorimdo^e fro* the facf that we began in February 
and end in July; we have had Slumber of resolutions and our proceed- 
ings have run to thousands oj^pages. Our office has vtforktd Kinder 
trying circumstances, purtieujlfly lieeause during summer they had 
practically to work the whole of Abe day in a hut which is only a tem- 
jmrary one, and I am not sure "whether that has not affected their work- 
ing capacity to a certain extent. I Still they Ifad to work there day and 
night. In these difficult circumstances, *we had to worl£ But before 
1 conclude, I have to congrafu W the Bouse for one thing, namely, 
tor the unanimity with which tlifcy jmssed the Rules of this House. 
That shows that if there is an unijerstanding between all parties, how 
much time can he saved and how iiuiph lxdter work can be done. 


Prorogation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor that the Bengal Legislative ^Vssembly stands prorogued. 
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